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Sovereigns  of  russia* 

Explanatory  of  the  Plates. 


PLATE    in, 

FAMILY  OF  RURIK- 

fbe  names  ojtht  Princet  who  ifiei^ardt  fucceed  to  the  tifoibp 
are  difimguj/hed  byJhuJl  capitals, 

3t..  Vel.  xn.  Andrei  Ai.BKSAif]>iL07iTCH|  reigned  ia 
128 1,  was  expeHed,   afterwards  reftored»  aad  died  in 
1304. 
No  mention  is  toufid  af  his  marriage  or  of  his  progeny., 

32.  Vlr'iI   knz  Danhi*  Alexaiidrovitch»    began  to 
reign  in  1296  at  Mofco,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  4a. 

33.  Vel.  ek.  MixmA  YAitcsLAriTCHy  -  bom  in  itjif 
began  to  reign  .in  1304*  wis  Hain  at  the  horde  in  13171 
after  reigning  13  years. 

He  had  to  wife  Anne^  daughter  of  a  prince  Dmitri 
Bbrifibvitch. 

Hisibns  were :  Dmitrw  Ai»sxaxder»  Conftanttne^  and 
VaflOly. 

34.  Vel.  xn.  Yvrib  Damilovitch  Moscor»  reigned 
firom  1317  to  1323^  was  killed  in  1324. 

He  married  Koptfhanai  named  at  her  baptifm  Agap^m, 
daughter  of  U/bek,  khan  of  the  Golden  Horde. 

A  3  35.  VEt. 


n  EXPLANATION  0F  IWE  PLATES. 

35.  Vfiu    KN«    Aleksandr  MirAiLOYtTCH    Yaro»la-« 
TiTCHA   TvERSKiEy    aflumed  the   fovereign  power   in 
13369  and  reigned  twb  years,  being  punifhed  with  death 
at  tte  Horde. 
Who  was  his  wife  is  not  known.     His  Tons  were  :  Fco- 

dory  executed  at  tlie  fame  time  4v«th  Mb  tehet*  Vfevolode» 

and  Mikha'ila. 

He  had  likewife  two  daughters^  .i.  Mary  wife  of  Simeon 

Ivanovitchy  grand  prince  of  Mofco.     2.  Yuliana^  wife  of 

Olgardy  grand  prince  of  Lithuania. 

Pojlerlty  of  Tulsana. 

From  this  princiJs  fpriuig  the  kingB  of  Poland :  Yagellon, 
named  at  hisbaptifm  VladiOas  V ;  John  I ;  Alexander,  who 
iharried  Helena,  daughter  of  Ivan  Vaflillievitchy  grand 
prince  of  Mofco  ;  Sigifmond  I ;  Sigifmond  II ;  and  Sigif- 
ihoitd  III ;  Vladiflas,  fty led  tzar  of  RuIIia  by-  the  rebels  in 
ttie  ^me  of  the  troubles  ;  and  John  II.  Likewife  from 
this  princefs  defcended  Catharine,  wife  of  John,  king  of 
Sweden  ;  and  Anne,  wife  of  Stephen  Battori  king  of  Poland. 

Ytfgelkm,  king  of  Poland,  the  fon  of  Olgard  and  Yulia- 
na,  w«  father  of  Cafimir  IV.  Arnic,  daughter  of  Cafimir 
became  wife  of  Boguilaf^  duke  of  Pomerania.  Thetr 
4aqghter  Sophia  was  married  to  Frederic  1,  king  of  Den* 
mark,  and  of  this  marriage  was  bom  Adolpfaus,  who  was 
the  ipafent  dock  of  the  dukes  of  Holftein.  From  him ^iflued : 
John  Adolphus,  Frederic  III.  Chriftian  Albert,  Frederic  IV. 
CfiTER  III*  emperor  t>f  Rufia,  and  Paul  PzTROViTCif 
who  now  fills  that  throne. 

3B.    V^LiKii   tKZ  lOAK    DAKxi/driTCR,     rcrgned    from. 
1328  to  his  death,  which  happened  in  1341. 
.Hk'wSfe,  Whofe  former  name  i»  unknown,  •on  takmg  the 
teQ  adopted  that  of  Heknsu 

His 


filPLANATIOV  oaf  THI  PLAT2S.  Vli 

Hu  fons  were  2  -SiMEOti,  Ivan,  and  Andcew* 
His  daughter  waa  united  la  manriage  to  Conftantuie 
VafiDiievkch,  prince  of  Roftof. 

37.  Vel.  km.  SfiMEk  ItAnotitch  Goiu>ib9  bom  in  1317^ 
reigned  in  134I9  died  of  the  plague  In  1353,  Ht  the  age 
of  thirty- fix. 

During  hiB  fhort  life  he  had  three  wives :  i.  A^gufia^ 
iiamed  at  her  baptifm  Acaftafia,  princefs  of  Lithmtnia.  1. 
Parafkovia,  daughter  of  Feodor  Sviatoflavitch;  prince  of 
8moknik.  3.  Mary  daughter  of  Alexander,  prince  of 
Tver. 

His  fons  were  Ivan  and  Semen,  or  Simeon. 

His  daughter  wad  joined  In  wedlock  to  Mikhaila  Vaffll- 
lievitch,  prince  of  Tver. 

38.  Velikii  kniaz  loADi  loANOviTCH,  boni  iii  1325^ 
began  to  reign  in  135:3,  and  died  in  1358. 

He  had  two  wives :  1.  Pheodofia,  daughter  of  Dmitri,- 
prince  df  Brianfk.  2.  Alexandra,  afterwards  a  religioui 
under  the  name  of  Maria. 

By  the  fecdnd  he  had  Dmitri  and  Ivan. 

30.  V.   K.  Dmitri    Konstahtinovitch   Suzdal,    was 
in  veiled  with  the  (bvereijgnty  by  the  Tartars  in  1360,  and 
divefted  of  it  in  i  362. 
He  had  foofi  :  Vallllly^  Simeon,  and  Ivan. 
His    daughter,    Evdokhia,    married    the    grand-prince 

m 

Dmitri  Donlki. 

40.  Velikii    kkiaz   Dimitrii     Ioannovitch,   born  id 
1349,  received  from  the  Tartars  the  fotcreignty  in  1362^ 
built  the  Kreml  at  Mofco,  of  ilone ;  died  in  13P9,  at 
the  age  of  fertv. 
His  wife  was  Evdokhia,  daughter  of  Dmitri,  prince  of 

fiiiedal,  and  fome  time  grand-prince  of  Mofco. 

A  I  Hif 


•  •• 


Vui  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  PLATES. 

His  fon64  Danfla,  Vassilly,  Yuiji  Andrew^  Frtcr, 
Ivan,  and  Conftantine. 

His  daughter^  named  Sophia^  was  married  to  Fcodof» 
prince  of  Riazan. 

41.  Velikii  kniaz  Vasilii  D1MITRIEVITCH9  born  in 
137O9  fuccecded  his  father  in  1389 ;  died  in'  1425)  aged 
fifty^fivc  years. 

He  married  Sophiaj  daughter  of  Vitolde,  grand-prince 
of  Lithuania* 

His  Tons:  Ivan  and  Va^sillv. 

His  daughters  were :  i .  Anne,  married  to  John  Paleo- 
logusy  emperor  of  Conftantinople.  2.  The  fecond  efpoufed 
George  fon  of  Patrick,  prince  of  Lithuania.  3,  Vaflillifra, 
was  firft  married  to  Alexander  Ivanovitch,  prince  of  Suz-- 
dal,  and  in  fecond  nuptials  to  Alexander  Danilovitch,  like- 
wife  prince  of  ouzdal. 

42.  Velikii  kniaz  Vasilii  VAsiLiBviTCHy  furnamcd 
the  Blind^  born  in  141 5>  fucceeded  his  fatlier  in  1425  ; 
died  in  1462  at  the  age  of  forty-feven. 

He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  a  prince  Yaroflaf,  de- 
fcended  in  the  fourth  generation  from  the  grand-prince 
Ivan  Danilovitch. 

His  fons  wcrcf  Yury,  Ivan,  Yury,  Audrey,  Boris, 
Andrey. 

His  daughter  Marpha  was  married  to  the  prince  Ivan 
Vaffillievitch  Belfki. 

43.  Velikii  kniaz  Ioann  Vasilievitch,  born  in  1438, 
fucceeded  his  father  in  ^462,  and  died  in  150J,  in  his 
fixtieth  year,  aftet  a  reign  of  forty-three  years. 

He  had  two  wives :  1.  Mary,  daughter  of  Boris,  prince 
of  Tver.  2.  Sophia,  daughter  of  Thomas  Paleologus,  and 
niece  of  John   and  Conflantine,   emperors   of  Conftanti-' 

nople* 

He 
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Re  hady  by  his  firfb  confortt  Ivan  ;  and  by  the  fecond : 
VAssitLYy  Yuqr>  Dmitriy  Simeon^  aad  Andrew. 

His  daughters  were :  i.  Helena^  confbrt  of  Alexander, 
king  of  Poland.  2.  Evdokhia,  married  to  Kudailoky  foa 
of  Ibrahim»  khan  of  Kaean,  who  was  converted  •  to  chrif- 
tianity,  and  received  at  the  font  the  name  of  Peter.  9. 
The  Thirds  whofe  name  is  unknown,  gave  her  hand  to 
Daniel,  prince  of  Tver.  4.  Sophia,  the  fpoufe  of  Vaffilly 
Danilovitch,  prince  of  Kholm. 

44.  V£LiKii  KNiAZ  Vasilii  Ioamnqvitch,  bom  in  145S, 
fucceeded  hid  father  in  1505  ;  died  in  1533,  aged  ^^. 
He  had  two  wives:    i.  Solomona,  daughter  of  Yury 

Zaburof.     2.  Helena,  daughter  of  prince  Vaflilly  Gliniky. 
By  the  fecond  were  bom  to  him :  Ivan  and  Yury. 

45*  Tzar  i  vel.  kn.  Ioann  Vasilievitck,  b.  p.  bora 

in  1530,  fucceeded  his  father  in   1533 ;  died  in  1584, 

aged  54. 

Foreigners  give  him  feven  ^iyes ;  the  ruffian  hiftoriaas 
confent  to  no  more  than  five,  who  were:  1.  Anaftafia, 
daughter  of  Romane  Yurievitch  Zakhariin,  2.  Mauia^ 
daughter  of  Temruke,  prince  of  the  highland  Circaffians* 
3.  Marpha,  daughter  of  Vaflilly  Sobakin,  for^ced  by  her 
huiband  to  enter  a  convent.  4.  Daria,  daughter  of  Ivan 
Koltbfiky,  forced  likewife  to  take  the  veil.  5.  Maria, 
daughter  of  Feodor,  of  the  race  of  the  Nogays. 

He  had  by  the  firft :  Dmitri,  Ivan,  and  Feodoil  ;  and 
by  the  fecond  >  Dmitri,  who  is  thought  to  have  been 
afiadinated^t  Uglitch. 

He  had  likewife  two  daughters :  Anne  and  Mary,  who 
died  in  their  infancy. 


THB     END   OF    THE    THIRD    PLATE. 
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P  L  A  T  E    IV. 

§<$•  TzAn  i  vfiL.  kA.  PFrc<»»eR«  IVANKOVircify  b.  P* 

£F/e  Regytiye]^  born  in  1557*  fucceeded  bts  father  m 

1564;  died  m  159S,  aged  forty-one. 
*  •  Hn'wSe  was  Irene,  daughter  of 'Feodor  GodunoC     She 
retired  to  a  conTcrrt*  under  tlic  name  of  Alexandra. 

Hl»  only  child  was  a  daughter,  named  Phedofia,  wha 
.died  ik  early  iir&ncy. 

This  dy^fty  bccupied  -tbe  th»)ne  during  a  peri^  of 
1543  y^s^>  ^^  produced  a  fene»  of  46  fovereigns ;  which 
gms  for  each  reign  only  a  mean  duration  of  thirteen  yeto 
eleven  months  agd  ibme  days.  As  it  was  long  the  cuftom 
XoTrbrothers  to  fucceed  in  prejudice  to  tlicir  nephews,  the 
fovereigns  were  not  young  when  they  came  to  the  crown  ; 
and  fome  of  them  onlyjuft  appear  on  the  throne,  from 
which  they  are  prcftntly  after  expelled. 

It  is  Ukfwife  obfervable  that  extremely  few  of  tfaefc 
^prino^s  attain  to  an  advanced  age. 

Sovereigns  tfdiffereTU  FamUies* 

|.7«  TauR  I  VEL.  KN.  Boris  Pheodorovitch,  b.  ?•  fuc-* 
ceeded  his  father  in  1598,  and  reigned  feven  years  and  a 
half.  ' 

.48*   T^AR  Ph^bodor  Borissovxtcu  GoDUMOFy  on  the 
death  of  his  father^fucceeded  as  tzar  in  1604,  and  reigned 
c   £XfWeeks. 

49.  Tsar  i  vel.  rn.  Vasilii  Ivanovitch,  b.  v.  became 
tzar  in  1606,  and  reigned  five  years.^ 
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THE  HOUSE  OF  ROMANOF, 

Stili  reigning. 

Andrew,  foa  of  John»  iM  to  have  been  buithtr  to  a 
|yrince  of  Pruilia,  came  into  Ruifia  towards  the  midcfltt  4»f 
the  fourteenth  century ,  during  the  reign  of  the  graxui" 
prince  Ivan  Ivanovitch. 

Feodor,  the  lail  of  his  five  fonsy  was  father  of  Zachariahf 
who  arrived  at  the  highefl  honours  at  the  court  of  the  grand- 
prince  Vainily  VaflillicvitcTi,  the  Blind.  « 
He  had  three  fons,  of  whom  the  fecond,  named 
Yury  Zakharievitch,  was  boyar  and  voivode  in  the  reign 
of  the  grand^prince  Ivan  VaUillievitch.  MeiUion  is  made 
of  him,  for  thelafl  time,  in  i  coi.     His  third  Ton  was 

Romane  Yarievitch  Zakharin,  who  fei-ved  in  feveral  cam- 
paigns in  quality  of  voivode.  He  died  the  12th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1543. 

His  daughter  >9aftafia,  or  Ansftafiaj  was  the  firfl  wife  of 
t/.ar  Ivan  VaffiUievitch. 
.  The  youngeii  of  his, fons  waft 

Nikit^  [Nicetas]   Romanovitch  Yurief,  who  attataed  to 
the  dignity  ^f  boyar.     He  died  in  i^S6^ 
His  eldeil  fon  was 

Feodor  Nikitltch  Yurief^  one  of  the  prindpal  boyars  at 
the  court  of  tzar  Feodor.  Became  a  monk  in  the  reign  of 
Botis,  and  on  adopting  the  monaflic  Hate  took  the  name  of 
Piiilaretc, 

Ail  his  Tons  died  in  their  infancy,  except 

5-^.  Tz  \a  I  VEL.  KN.  MiKHAit  Feodorovitch,  b.  p. 
•  Romanof,  cleded  tznr  in  1613  ;  died  in  1645,  *'  ^he 
-  age  of  forty-iiiue. 

He 
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He  had  two  wires :  i.  Maria^  daughter  of  prince  Mit^ 
haila  Dolgonikj.  2.  £vdokhia»  daughter  of  Lukiane' 
Strechnefi 

By  his  fecond  nuptials  he  had:  Alexey,  VaOlllyy  an<^ 
.  Ivan. 

And  the  princeffes  Irene,  Pelagla,  Marpha>  Stophiay  Ev» 
dokhtHy  Anna,  and  Tatiana. 

<^i.  Tzar  1  vel.  kn.  Ale^sei  Mikhailovitch,  b.  p.  ac- 
ceded to  the  tzarian  dignity  in  16469  reigned  31  yearsy 
and  died  at  the  age  of  forty-feveni 
He  had  two  wives  :'i.  Maria,  daughter  of  Ilia  M3o- 
flaffky.     2.  NataUa,  daughter  of  Kyril  Narifhkin. 

By  the  former  he  had :  Dmitrii  Alexei,  FeodoK,  Si- 
meon,  and  Ivan* 

And  the  princeffes  Evdokhia,  Marpha»  Sophia^  Catha- 
rine, Maria,  Anna,  Feodoiiay  Feodora. 

By  the  fecond,  FETtR  and  the  princefs  Natalia. 

52.  Tzar  i  yel.  kn.  Pheodor  ALEKSiEYiTCHy  b.  p.  ac« 
ceded  to  the  fovereignty  in  4676;  died  in  i682x  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years. 

He  married  twice:  i.  Agaphia,  daughter  of  Simeon 
Gruchetfki..    2.  Marpha,  daughter  of  Matfey  Apraxin. 

By  the  former  he  had  the  t2arevitch  Ilia,  who  died  ixt 
his  infancy. 

53.  Tzar  i  vel.  kn.  Ioann  ALEKsiEftTCH,  b.  p.  began 
to  reign  in  1682,  at  firfi  alone,  afterwards  conjointly 
with  Peter  I.  died  in  1695,  aged  twenty-five. 

By  hi&  wife  Prafkovia,  daughter  of  Feodor  Soltikof ; 
Catharine}  ANNA^Praflcovia,  who  died  unmarried,  Maria 
and  Feodofia,  who  died  infants. 

Catharine  was  married  to  Leopold,  duke  of  Mddenbuerg^ 
The  princefs  their  daughter  efpoufed  Anthony  Ulric  of 

BrunMck 
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^rimfwick  Severn*  She  was  named  Cathafine  after  her 
mother ;  but  took  the  name  of  Anna'  on  embracing  the 
greek  religion.     She  was  mother  of  the  unhappy 

IvANy  emperor  in  his  cradle,  1740 ;  (hut  up  in  a  for- 
trefs  in  1741  ;  bafelv  murdered  in  prifon  in  1764. 

Anne  married  Frederic  William,  duke  of  Courland; 
ihe  was  chofen  to  be  emprefs  of  Ruifia  in  I730. 

54.    B.  M«    PetR  I.  IMPEEAT.    I    SAMODER.   TSE&0S8.   I.  «• 

Bojiye  Miloftvo,  iy  the  grace  of  God^  Peter  I.  emperor  and 
autocrator  of  all  the  Ruffias,  began  to  reign  in  1682^ 
vipat^  43  years,  died  at  the  age  of  52  and  eight  months* 
Feter  L  had  two  emprefles:  Evdbkhia,  daughter  of 
Feodor  Lapukhine,  and 

Catharine  Skavronfky,  who  reigned  after  the  dcmife  of 
her  hufband. 

He  had  by  the  former :  Alexius  and  Alexander,  and  by 
the  fecond  two  princes  named  Paul,  and  two  named  Peter. 
Of  all  thefe  princes  only  Alexius  furvived  his  infancy. 
'  By  the  fecond  he  had  alfo,  the  princelFes  Anne,  Eliza- 
beth, Natalia,  Margaret,  and  another  Natalia :  the  three 
]|aft  died  infants. 

The  tzarevitch  Alexius,  too  famous  for  liis  misfprtunes 
and  his  unhappy  end,  married  the  princefs  Charlotta^ophia 
of  Branfwick  Wolfenbuttle,  and  had  by  her  afon  named 
Feteh. 

15.     EkATARINA  I.    IMPBRAT.   I  SAMODER*  VSSR0S8.  1.  C. 

Catharine  I.  imperatritza  and  famodeijitza  of  all  the 
Ruffias,  crowned  in  1724,  acceded  to  the  fovereignty  in 
1725,  and  died  in  1727. 

56.     B.     M.    PfiTR    II.    rMPERAT.     I     SAMODER.     TSEROSS. 

afcended  the  throne  in  1727,  and  died  in  173^,  aged 
fifteen. 

6  57.  Anka 
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57.  Ah«A.6.\s.  TMPBRATHITZi:  I  SAMODBRJIYSA  TS£ltOS». 

.    mounted  the  tfirpne  in  17509  reigned  ttn  yeafSy  died  to 
1 740,  at  the  age  of  forty-feyen. 

58.  B.  M.  ElIZAVET  r.  IMPERAT.  1  SAMOBER.  VSERO^S* 

took  the  crown  by  birtbnght  in  1741,  reigned  30  years^ 
and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two. 

Kg*   PeTR    III.    9.  M.    IMP.    I.    SAMODERJ.   VSERCIfiS*   fuC- 

ceeded  to  the  thrane  in  I'jSz,  aad  was  crueUy  B»ird<ered 

after  a  reign  of  fix  months. 

He  married  Sophia  pinncela  9C  .  Aahak  Zerhfllk  who^  at 
dier  \migdtm  itito*  the  onhodox  greek  commaiiiofl»  afiimed 
the  name  of  C AT  H  A  R I N  E . 

By  her  he  had  the  taarevitch  Faul«  grand<dok«  of 
Kuifia,  bom  in  1754* 

to*    B.   M.    EkATCRIKA    II.    IMP.    1  SAMOD.  TSER0S8.   borO 

April  2I9  1729,  began  to   reign  m  1762,  reigned  ^ 

yearsy  and  died  in  I796>  at  the  age  of  fixty-five^ 
.    She  was  fucceeded  by  her  fan  the  emperor  Pavl,  now 
teignfng. 

His  firft  marriage,  with  Natalia  Alexievna,  born  priqcefi( 
of  Hefle  Darmliadt,  was  without  iflue. 

By  his  fecond  marriage,  with^  Maria  Feodorernaj^  born 
princefs  of  Virtemburg  Stutgard,  he  has  the  grand- 
dukes:. 

AlexandcF  Pavloviteh,  bom  December  12,  1777.  ^&r- 
lied  Elizaveta  Alexievna,  bom  January  13,  1779. 

Conftantitie  J^avloTitch^  bora  April  27,  1779.  Married 
Anna  Feodorovna,  bom  September  12)  1781. 

Nikolai  Pavlovitcliy  bom  June  zj,  I79i6«- 

Mikhaila  Favlovitch,  boca  Janaary  a8i  i79{B. 

« 

Gratuf- 
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Grand'ducheffeu 

Akzandra  P^ylovna,  born  July  299  1783. 
Elena  Pavlovna,  born* December  13,  1784. 
Maria  Pavlovna,  born  February  4,  1786., 
£katariaa  Pavlovna,  bom  May  lo,  1788. 
Anna  Pavlovna,  bom  January  7, 1795* 
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Troubi-es  and  confufions,  engendered  by  the 
difcontents  and  ambition  of  the  great,  and  fo'- 
mented  by  rancorous  competitors  for  the  thrpne, 
had  torn  the  vitals  of  the  ruffian  monarchy^  at  the 
^conclufion  of  the  fixteenth  and  the  beginning  of 
the  feventeenth  centuries,  and  at  the  fame  time 
raifed  up  againft  it  two  powerful  adverfaries, 
the  kings  of  Sweden  and  Poland,  who  difguifed 
their  real  views  under  a  conteft  for  the  throne* 
How  little  reliance  could  be  made  upon  the 
Poles,  or  their  fidelity  as  friends  and  allies^ 
had  been.  fufHciently  evinced  by  repeated  expe* 
riencej  and  there  was  the  greatefl:  probability 
that  the  lame  difaflers  would  enfue  from  en« 
gaging  in  an  intijnate  alliance  with  Sweden*  It 
feemed  to  admit  of  no  doubt  that  the  ele^ion  of 
YQL..  li.  B  a  poiifh 
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a  polifh  or  a  fwedifh  prince  would  neither  be  for 
the  happinefs  of  the  Rufliani  nor  the  quiet  of 
their  empire ;  and  therefore  no  alternative  was 
left  but  for  the  whole  to  concur  in  placing  a  na- 
tive Ruffian  on  the  throne,  to  difown  all  attach- 
ment  to  foreign  candidates,  to  unite  cordially 
together,  and  in  one  general  union,  with  a  true- 
born  patriot  at  their  head,  to  fecure  themfelves 
from  a  difmemberment  or  violent  poflelEon  with 
which  the  empire  was  threatened  by  the  Swedes 

and  Poles.  The  longing  for  a  tranquil  and 
liable  government,  after  fo  many  ftorms,  was 
fo  great,  that  deputies  from  all  parts  of  the  em- 
pire appeared  at  Mofco  for  giving  their  votes  at 
the  election  of  a  tzar.  It  was  the  general  wifli 
that  the  throne  might  be  filled  by  a  Ruffian; 
but  the  gratification  of  it  was  involved  in  many 
difficulties,  and  might  again  open  a  wide  field  for 
difcontents,  and  jealoufies,  and  cabals.  The  very 
election  which  was  defigned  to  provide  againfl  a 
renewal  of  the  late  difturbances  and  confufions, 
might  have  a  contrary  effeft,  by  ftrewing  the 
feeds  of  frelh  turbulence  and  confufion.  The 
dangers  into  which  the  nation  had  lately  been 
plunged,  of  being  ruined  by  inteftine  broils  and 
fubjiigated  by  foreign  enemies,  had  called  iip 
the  patriotifm  of  a  numerous  party  of  Ruffians, 
and  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  performing 

imporJtant 
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important  fervice  to  their  country  both  in  the 
council  and  in  the  field.  Thefe  perfons  there- 
fore now  might  prefer  their  claims  on  the  na- 
tional gratitude,  and  afpire  to  the  crown,  or 
even  drive  for  it,  and,  by  various  methods,  asr 
Schuiikoy  had  formerly  done,  extort  it  fronv 
their  countrymen  in  proof  of  their  fenfe  of  obli- 
gation. Tet  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  elec- , 
:don  of  any  one  of  thefe  patriots  might  be  felt 
as  an  affront  to  the  reft,  who  had  been  equally 
ferviceable  to  the  ftate,  and,  by  inciting  their 
jealoufy,  create  divifions,  and  fo  reduce  the 
country  again  to  the*  brink  of  deftru&ion.  Ac- 
cordingly the  elei^lors  wavered  long  in  irrefolu- 

tion  and  doubt. 

» 

In  the  meantime  a  party  was  imperceptibly 
forming  among  them,  whofe  wi(h  it  was  to 
put  a  youth  upon  the  throne  who  had  hitherto 
lived  remote  from  the  grand  theatre  of  admini- 
ftratioh  and  war,  and  confequently  was  without 
adherents,  and  had^  neither  friends  nor  foes. 
MiKHAitA  RoMANOF  was  the  name  of  this 
youth,  a  defcendant  of  the  ancient  family  of  the 
tzars.  This  relationfhip  indeed  was  very  diftant ; 
but,  as  there  was  no  nearer  progeny,  it  yielded 
him  fome  pretenfion  to  the  throne  of  his  rela- 
tions. Befides,  his  father  Philaretes,  from  his 
eminent  ilation  as  metropolitan  of  Roftof,  and 

8 «  .         ftill 
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fiiU  more  on  account  of  the  patriotifm  he  hat! 
difplayed  dupng  the  troubles  of  the  empire,  and 
on  account  of  the  many  falutary  counfeb  which 
he  had  given,  was  held  in  very  high  refped» 
and  had  therefore  been  appointed  one  of  the 
cmbafTy  that  carried  to  the  king  of  Poland  the 
account  of  the  eledion  of  hh  fon  Vladiflaf  to  be 
tzar  of  Ruilia.  All  the  time  that  Philaretes^ 
with  the  other  ambaiTadors,  was  detained  ii>  the 
king's  camp,  his  wife  and  their  fon  Mikhaibt 
lived  in  perfe£k  retirement  and  almoil  unknown^ 
in  a  convent  at  Koftroma.  Now,  that  it  was 
propofed  to  call  this  Mikhaila  to  the  govern* 
ment,  one  part  of  the  eledors  refufed  him  their 
votes  becaufe  he  had  no  knowledge  of  ftate 
affairs.  However,  the  tedin^ony  that  wa$  given  to 
his  good  condudl  and  excellent  intelledual  endow- 
ments by  perfons  who  knew  him,  prevailed  with 
a  majority  fuiHcidptifor  carrying  his  election,  as 
the  mod  efteflual  means  of  preventing  the  inter- 
ference of  faftion.  The  clergy  was  moft  inte- 
refted  in  this  choice.  They  were  particularly 
defirous  that  a  RuiQan,  born  and  brought  up  in 
the  orthodox  greek  communion,  fhould  be  r^fed 
to  the  throne,  as  an  effedual  means  of  prevent, 
ing  the  poifon  of  protedant  or  catholic  herefy 
from  being  propagated  in  the  ancient,  pure, 
and  orthodox  church  of  RufHa  by  a  fwedifh  or 

poliih 
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potilh  prince.  —  Accordingly  the  voice  of  an 
ecclefiafUc  at^  lafl:  gave,  the  decidon  in  favour  of 
Mikhaila  Rdmanof.  '^  It  had  been  announced 
*^  to  him,*'  —  for  fo  a  metropolitan  declared  in 
the  hall  of  eieflion,  —  "  by  a  divine  revelation^ 
*^  that  the  young  Romanof  would  prove  the 
^'  mod  fortunate  and  profperous  of  all  the  tzars 
**  that  had  fet  on  the  throne.**  —  To '  believe 
that  ey^n  the  Deity  interpofed  in  the  eleftiop, 
and  by  fo  manifed  an  indication  had  pointed  out 
the  fitted  ruler  for  them,  was  much  too  flatjter* 
ing  to  the  generality  of  the  voters  for  them  not 
to  feel  it  their  duty  to  obey  the  fuggeftion  of 
heaven ;  and  their  reverence  for  the  fuperior 
c;lergy,  the  patriarch,  the  metropolitans,  an4 
biihops  was  fo  great,  that  no  man  would  pre- 
fume  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  a  perfon  of  that 
rank,  though  every  unbiafled  individual  might* 
eaiily  perceive  that  this  pretended  revelation  was 
either  a  ftratagem  of  policy .  or  fanaticifm^  or  at 
the  very  utmod  was  perhaps  founded  on  a 
dream.  In  the  lu/eantime,  this  revelation  being 
once  known,  the  people  at  large  exprefied  fo 
plainly  their  defire  to  have  the  young  Romanof 
for  their  fovereign,  that  all  were  prefently  united 
in  their  choice.  The  young  man  himfelf,  how^ 
ever,  refufed  to  accept  the  offered  crown.  — 
Indeed  what  'was  there  in  the  date  of  the  *em- 

.       a  3  pirc. 
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pire^  what  in  the  fates  of  a  Boris  or  a  Schuifkoy 
to  make  him  defirous  of  becoming  the  fuc- 
teflbr  of  thefe  men  ?  and  it  could  by  no  means 
be  taken  amifs  in  Mikhaila's  mother,  that  (he 
implored  n^ith  tears  the  deputies  who  were  fent 
to  her  and  her  fon,  to  fpare  him  the  intended 
honour.  But  this  very  refufal  confirmed  num* 
bers  ftill  more  in  the  belief  that  Mikhaila  was 
the  worthiefl  candidate  for  the  throne,  and 
would  prove  the  bappieft  tzar.  At  length  the 
deputies  returned  to  Mofco,  bringing  with  them 
the  confent  of  the  monarch  eled ;  and  all  men 
promifed  themfelves  more  calm  and  peaceable 
times,  when  Mikhaila  Romanof  was  crowned 
and  had  fwom  to  obferve  the  articles  that  were 
fubmitted  to  his  aflent  ••  ,. 

The  two  royal  neighbojirs'  of  Pokmd  and 
Sweden  were  now  therefore  fruftrated  in  the  ex- 
peflations  they  had  formed  on  the  ruilian  throne ; 
but  the  new  fovereign  found  it  no  eafy  talk  to 
free  himfelf  from  thofe  foreign  candidates,  efpe- 
cially  as  they  had  put  themfelves  at  the  head  of 
an  armed  force,  and  were  not  only  on  the  bor« 
ders  of  the  country,  but  had  already  made  ad- 
vances into  the  empire  itfelf.  Moreover,  the 
embers  of  the  ancient  feuds  were  ftill  fmoaking^ 

•  Thcfc  cvcats  took  place  the  nth  of  June  |6i  j[^ 

ami 


HISTORY   OF    RUSSIA.  ^ 

and  feveral  parts  of  the  empire  \^ere  haunted  by 
the  partizans  of  Dmitri.  But  after  Mikhaila'^ 
acceffion  the  government  was  conducted  on  a 
i¥ife  and  prudent  plan.  His  firft  efforts  were 
direded  to  quell  entirely  the  internal  ferments  ; 
and,  by  uniting  the  nation  under  their  new 
heady  to  employ  the  general  force  againft  the 
foreign  enemy. 

Though  the  fecond  Dmitri  had  been  llain,  yet 
Marina  did  not  abandon  her  purpofe,  by  the 
means  of  h^r  adherents,  if  not  to  afcend  the 
throne  of  RufHa,  yet  to  fix  her  fovereignty  in 
fome  part  of  the  empire.  A  boy  whom  (he  de- 
clared to  have  had  by  Dmitri,  but  who  probably 
was  fuppofititious,  was  by  her  partizans  an- 
nounced to  be  the  future  fucceflbr  of  the  father ; 
and  an  adventurer,  named  Zaruiki,  an  accom* 
plice  of  Marina,  appointed  guardian  to  the  pre* 
tended  fon.  But  this  new  artifice  of  Marina 
was  of  ihort  duration.  The  boy,  the  guardian, 
and  the  mother  were  prefently  clapped  into 
prifon  and  punifhed  for  their  contrivance.  Thus 
was  difperfed  the  whole  party  of  Dmitri,  which, 
with  various  degrees  of  ftrength  at  various  times, 
had  brought  the  empire  into  many  troubles* 
However  the  fuqcefs  that  had  attended  the  firft 
Dmitri  had  called  up  yet  another  fucceflbr  to 

S  4  .  him 
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him  in  Pfcoye ;  but  he  finiihed  his  part  very  fooit 
at  the  gallows. 

Mikhaila  now  made  it  his  next  ccmcem  to  rid 

bimfelf  of  the  Poles  and  Swedes,  who  were 

already  mafters  of  thofe  part^  of  the  empire  that 

lay  contiguous  to  their  feveral  frontiers.    Schut- 

flcoy  had  called  in  the  Swedes  to  his  afCftance ; 

and  in  1609  they  marched  a  body  of  five  thoQ« 

fimd  men  to  the  frontiers,  defeated  the  Poles 

that  were  in  conne^on  with  the  fecond  Dmitri, 

delivered  Mofco,  and  might  probably  have  con* 

tributed  much  towards  quelling  the  difturbances 

in  the  empire,  if  Schuifkoy  had  punctually  paid 

them  the  ftipulated  fubfidies.     But,  diftrufling 

one  of  his  relations,  the  prince  of  Novgorod, 

who  was  fttcceisfully  carrying  on  an  imderhand 

negotiation  with  Sweden,  and  whom  Schuifkoy 

therefore  fufpeded  of  afpiring  to  the  throne  by 

the  aififtance  of  that  court,  it  followed  that  the 

fwediih  troops  were  negle&ed;  and,  in  order 

to  enforce  payment,  remained  in  the  empire, 

took  poflellion  of  the    country  bordering  on 

Sweden,  took  Kexholm  by  famine,  and  Novgo« 

rod  by  flratagem,  and  therefore  could  not  be 

immediately  expelled/ 

The  empire  was  in  too  weak  a  condition  to 
eopc  at  once  with  two  fuch  enemies  ds  Sweden 

and 
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and  Poland.  Accordingly  Mikhaila  firft  at- 
tempted the  gentler  mode  of  negotiation,^  and 
made  a  beginning  with  Sweden*  The  Poles 
were  held  in  the  greateft  averfion,  as  having 
afforded  fupport  to  Dmitri,  laid  Mofco  in  adieSs 
and  done  exceeding  great  harm  to  the  empire* 
Befides,  they  would  never  abandon  the  hope  of 
feeing  Vladiilaf  on  the  ruffian  throne.  For  bow- 
ever  refolutely  the  king  of  Poland  had  formerly 
refufed  *  to  fend  out  this  prince,  he  feenied  now 
to  be  as  forward  to  do  fo,  on  hearing  that  his 
fcruples  bad  rendered  the  whole  eledlion  fruit- 
lefs,  and  given  occafion-  to  another.  The/ Swedes 
indeed,  after  Mikhaila's  elefUon,  made  fome  at- 
tempts to  repuUe  the  latter:  though  top  late. 
Mikhaila  maintained  his  ground,,  and  the  Swedes 
thought  it  mod  advifable,  in  1617,  to  conclude 
a  treaty  of  peace,  which  however  was  purchafed 
on  the  fide  of  Ruilia  by  the  ceilion  of  Ii^ria 
and  Karelia,  and  was  once  more  obh'ged  to  eva- 
cuate Eftbonia  and  Livonia.  However,  one 
enemy  was  pacified,  and  the  empire  on  one  fide 
quieted:  within  two  years  a  pacification  with 
Poland  was  alfo  brought  to  effed.  For,  when 
the  king  of  Poland  faw  that  his  delays  had 
Utterly  and  irrecoverably  ruined  the  caufe  of  his 

•  Sec  before^  voL  u  p,  285, 

fon. 
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Jbn,  and  that  the  nation  unammoufly  adhered  to 
the  young  tzar,  of  which  he  had  a  fuf&cient  proofs 
when  an  army  with  Vladiflaf  at  its  head  pene- 
trated into  Ruflia,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  afiert 
the^  priority  of  his  eledion  againfl:  that  of  Ro- 
manof.  It  being  drawn  into  ambufcades,  firft  on 
one  ,fide,  and  then  on  another,  by  the  ruffian 
commander,  pufiied  into  diftrids  already  defo* 
lated,  where  they  fuffered  much  by  cold  and 
.  hunger,  a  treaty  of  peace  for  fouitcen  years  and 
a  half,  was  concluded  in  1619,  by  which  the 
Ruffians  evacuated  Smolenik,  and  feveral  other 
towns  with  their  territories  to  the  Poles.  A  fa- 
crifice  to  which,  however,  they  agreed  only  in 
coihpliance  with  the  then  polture  of  affairs,  and 
in  the  hopes  of  more  fortunate  conjundlures, 
when  they  might  redemand  the  ceded  territoriea, 
as  an  expired  loan. 

^  The  ruffian  embaffy  that  had  formerly  been 
deputed  to  Vladiflaf  on  his  eledion,  now  re- 
turned  from  Poland,  and  with  them  the  tzar's 
father.  The  place  of  patriarch  juft  now  falling  ' 
vacant,  the  tzar  his  fon  conferred  upon  him  this 
fupreme  fpiritual  dignity,  whom,  as  the  patriarchs 
always  refided  at  Mofco,  he  had  therefore  con- 
tinually near  him,  and  profited  fo  well  by  the 
experience  and  advice  of  his  father,  that  the 
latter  was  generally  regarded  as  co-regent,  and 

4  fat. 
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fat,  whenever  audiences  were  given,  at  the  right 
hand  of  his  fon.  Foreign  minifters  brought  cre- 
dentials not  only  to  the  tzar,  but  alfo  to  his  fa- 
ther^ the  patriarch;  and  it  is  affirmed  by  dl  , 
the  writers  of  thofe  times,  that  the  father's  in- 
fluence was  extremely  great ;  and,  as  Philaretes, 
in  quality  of  patriarch,  often  fpoke  in  behalf  of 
peace,  it  was  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  him^ 
that  the  reign  of  his  fon  was  fb  diftinguiihed  for 
clemency,  gentlenefsj^nd  afts  of  benevolence. 

As  Mikhaila  had  fhewn  himfelf  defirous  of 
living  in  amity  with  Sweden  and  Poland,  he  was 
not  lefs  eager  to  form  connections  with  other 
european  ftates ;  and  accordingly  fent  ambafla* 
dors  to  England,  Denmark,  Holland,  and  the 
german  emperor.  Thus  Ruflia,  which  had 
hitherto  been  confidered  rather  in  the  light  of  an 
afiatic  than  an  european  power,  became  more 
and  more  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  and  ri- 
valfhips  now  rofe  for  obtaining  treaties  and  ai* 
liances  with  that  empire. 

The  peace  with  PoFand  being  only  for  a  ftated 
term  of  years,  could  be  Confidered  na'otherwife 
than  as  a  temporary  accommodation,  (though 
even  what  are  denominated  treaties  of  everlafting 
amity  fcarcely  laft  fo  long'  as  this  ftipulated  pe* 
riod,)  it  was  to  be  fuppofed  that,  on  the  expira- 
tion of  that  term,  hoftilities  were  to  be  re-com. 

menced. 
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menced.  Mikhaila,  therefore,  juftly  thodght  it 
advifable  to  put  his  frontiers  in  the  beft  ftate  of 
defence,  and  to  have  his  troops  placed  in  fuch  a 
condition  by  foreign  officers,  that  in  cafe  the  Poles 
ihould  have  recourfe  to  arms  at  the  termination 
of  the  truce,  he  might  be  able  to  defend  himfelf, 
or  perhaps  even  to  aft  on  the  offenfive,  and  re- 
conquer the  countries  that  had  been  deded  to  the 
Poles.  *  Nay,  ere  the  time  agreed  on  for  the  ar- 
miftice  was  expired,  on  the  death  of  Sigifmond, 
he  made  fome  attempts  to  recover  thefe  ter- 
ritories, under  the  idle  pretext  that  he  had  con- 
eluded  a  peace  with  Sigifmond,  and  not  with  his 
fucceflbr.  But  the  very  ruffian  commander, 
who  had  valiantly  defended  Smolenik  with  a 
fmall  number  of  troops  againft  the  Poles,  now 
lay  two  whole  years  indolently  with  an  army  of 
50,000  men,  and  provided  with  good  artillery, 
before  that  town,  and  at  length  retreated  on  ca- 
pitulation. A  retreat  for  which  he  and  his 
friends  were  brought  to  anfwer  with  their  heads. 
In  the  meantime  the  ruffian  nation  were  fo  dif- 
fatisjfied  with  this  campaign,  and  the  king  of 
Sweden,  whom  Mikhaila  wanted  to  perfuade  into 
an  alliance  with  him  againft  the  Poles,  Ihewing 
fo  little  inclination  to  comply,  the  tzar  thought 
it  the  wifeft  courfe  he  could  purfue,  to  return  to 
the  former  amicable  relation  with  Poland.   Peace 

was 
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was  therefore  again  agreed  on,  and  matters  re'^ 
ntained,  as  fo  freqpaently  happens,  after  ihedding 
the  blood  of  thoiifands  of  human  beings,  as  they 
were  before.  Mikhaila  plainly  perceived  that 
ruffian  troops  were  able  to  effe^  but  little  againft 
the  polifh  *. 

Mikhaila  had,  moreover,  during  his  reign, 
which  continued  till  1645,  employment  enough 
in  endeavouring  to  heal  the  wounds  which  the 
raany-headed  fpirit  of  party  had  inflifted  on  his  ' 
country ;  to  compofe  the  diforders  that  had  arifen  ; 
to  reftore  the  adminiftration  which  had  been  fo 
often  disjointed  and  relaxed  ;  to  give  new  vigour 
and  aftivity  to  the  laws,  difobeyed  and  ineffi- 
cient during  the  general  confufions  ;  and  to  com- 
mumcate  frefh  life  to  expiring  commerce*     It 


*  Into  what  different  circumftances  and  relationi,  quite 
oppofitc  to  the  former^  may  ftates  and  empires  hXi  \  At 
that  time  the  Ruffians  could  not  make  head  againft  the 
Poles :  how  totally  is  the  cafe  altered  in^our  times !  At 
that  time  it  was  earneftly  infifted  on  the  ruffian  fide  at  the 
negotiation  for  peace,  that  the  Poles  fhould  deliver  up  the 
diploma  of  ele^ion  which  had  been  lent  to  Vladiflaf,  for 
fear  that  they  might  at  fome  future  time  make  ufe  of  it  to 
thedifadvantage  of  Ruffia ;  which  the  Poles  'even  refttlied 
to  dot  pretending  that  this  diploma  was  lofl.  RuiEa  has 
■  nothing  now  to  apprehend  on  that  fcore,  efpecially  fince  all 
the  archives  of  Poland  have  been  bn^i^g^^t  from  Warlaw  to 
tJt  Pcterfburg-r 

ledoqnds 
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cumulation  of  wealth  ietmcd  to  be  the  getnral 
charafteridac  of  all  men  in  office.     From  the 
£mie  corrupt  fountain  flowed  ^  multitude  of 
monopolies,  and  exceilive  taxes  on  the  prime 
neceOaries  of  life.    The  confequencc  of  all  this 
was  the  oppr^flion  of  the  people  by  privileged 
extortioners^    and    murmurs    againfl:    injultice 
and  the  exorbitance  of  impofts*     In  addition  to 
this,  thofe  grandees  who  had  now  the  reins  of 
government  in  their  hands,  aflumed  a  haughty, 
auftere  behaviour  towards  the  fubjefts,  whereas 
Mikhaila    and  his    father   had    been    friendly 
and    indulgent,     and    their    gentlenefs    com^* 
municated  itfelf  to  all  who  at  that  time  took 
part  in  the  adminiftration.    From  thefe  fevend 
caufes  arofe  difcontents  in  the  nation  }  fuch  great 
men  as  were  negleded  and  difappointed,  con« 
tributed  what  they  could  to  fan  thefe  difcontents, 
and  to  bring  them  to  overt  aft.    ,Mofco,  the  feat 
of  the  principal  magiftrate,  who,  himCelf  in  the 
higheft  degree  unjuft,  connived  at  the  iniquities 
of  his  fubordinate  ^judges,  was  the  place  where , 
the  people  firfl:  applied  for  redrefs.     They  began 
by  prefenting  petitions  for  the  tzar  at  court,  im- 
plored the  removal  of  thefe  diforders,  and  ex* 
pofed  to  him  in  plain  terms  the  abufes  committed 
by  the  favourite  and  his  adherents.     But  thefe 
petitions  were  of  no  avail,^  as  none  of  the  cour- 
tiers 


Uers  would  Venture  to  put  them  into  the  hahd  of 
the  tzar,  for  fear  of  Morofof  's  long  arm.  The 
populace,  therefore,  once  (lopped  the  tzar^  as  he 
was  returning  from  church  to^his  palace,  calling 
aloud  for  righteous  judges.  Ale^ey  promifed 
them  to  make  find  inquiry  into  their  grievances^ 
and  to  inflid  impartial  punifliment  on  the  guilty  ^ 
the  people,  however,  had  not  patience  to  wait 
this  tardy  procefs,  but  proceeded  to  plunder  the 
houfes  of  fuch  of  the  great  as  were  moft  ob- 
noxious to  them.  At  length  they  were  paci- 
fied only  on  condition  that  the  author  of  their 
oppreffions  fhould  be  brought  to  condign  pu-* 
nifhment ;  not  however  till  they  had  killed  the 
principal  magiftrate,  and  forced  from  the  tzar 
the  death  of  another  nefarious  judge,  could  they 
be  induced  to  fpare  the  life  of  Morofof,  though 
the  tzar  himfelf  intreated  for  him  with  tears,  and 
vowed  2X1  effedual  amendment  of  conduct  in  his 
Jiame*  Thus  was  tranquillity  reftored  in  Mofco, 
and  fliortly  afterwards  in  Novgorod  and  Pfcove, 
where  likewife  difcontents  had  broke  out  on  ac- 

m 

count  of  the  exorbitances  of  the  great.  At  Novgo- 
rod on  this  occafion,  the  metropolitan  Nikon  ac- 
quired great  merit  \  a  man,  who,  fprung  from  an 
inferior  flation,  raifed  himfelf  by  a  reputation  for 
extraordinary  piety  and  holinefs  to  the  patriarchal 
dignity,  and  was  in  high  favour  with  tzar  Alexey ; 
VOL.  II.  c  but 
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but  likemfe,  belled  by  his  good  fortune,  he  m^ 
teffered  too  much  m  ftate  afiatrs,-  and,  in  oae 
word,  would  willingly  have  played  the  Dame  part 
with  Alexey,  as  the  patriarch  Philaretes  per- 
formed with  his  fon,.  the  tzar  Mikhaila :  a  pro^- 
jed  which  at  length  eyt&td  him  from  the  pat- 
triarchi^te  *.> 

•Thefe  difturbanccs  in  Mofco,  Novgorod,  and 
Ffcove^  which,  however,  had  no  farther  confe- 
quences,  than  that  fome  flagitious  peculator 
were  reftrained  from  farther  mifchief,  and  others 
put  out  of  the  way,  having  entirely  fubfided,  the 
empire  was  threatened  with  new  dangers  from 
a  different  quarter,  by  the  appearance  of  another 
xian,  who  one  while,  gave  himfelf  out  for, 
Dmitri's,  and  at  another  for  Schui(koy's  fon, 
and  under  both  thefe  names  laid  claim  to  the 
throne.  Happy  it  was  for  Alexey  and  Ruffia^ 
that  neither  the  Pbles  nor  the  Swedes,,  whom  the 
imppftor,  in  reality  the  fon  of  a  linen*draper,  en^ 

deavoured  to  induce  to  efpoufe  his  caufe,  (hewed 
any  great  zeal  in  his  fupport ;  otherwife  it'  is 
probable  that  the  turbulent  times  of  the  former 
impoftors  under  the  name  of  Dmitrr  would  have 
been  renewed.     On  the  contrary,  however,  thft 

^*  Concerning  this  remarkable  perfonage  more  will  fee 
£een  In  the  fcqucL 

gretender 
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}>reten^  very  foon  fell  into  the  hands  of  tht 
kuffians ;  and,  iaftead  of  being  promoted  to  the 
throne,  was  raifed  to  the  gallows. 

The  empire  therefore  remained  quiet  within* 
tt  was,  however,  prefently  diftutbed  on  th^ 
frontiers  towards  Poland,  with  which  kingdoms 
a  war  broke  out,  originally  occafioned  by  th^ 
KozakSi  This  people,  whofe  name'  is  probably 
of  tartarian  origin,  and  figniiies  a  light  armed 
Warrior,  took  its  rife  in  the  fourteenth  century^ 

when  Kief  the  primitive  ruffian  realm^  was  con« 
joined  with  Lithuania  **  A  great  part  of  th€ 
fubje£ts  of 'the  kievian  principality  being  diflatis* 
fied  with  the  lithuanian  government,  deferted 
their  country,  and  fettled  in  diflrids  lying  more 
to  the  fouth\Yard,  ahnoft  d^itute  of  people^ 
about  the  mouth  of  the  Dniepr.  For  this  emi^ 
gration  undoubtedly  the  catholic  clergy  wer< 
mofl:  to  blame^  who  left  no  means  untried  tQ 
unite  the  inhabitants  of -the  kievian^  now  belong^^ 
ing  to  the  llthuaniati  empire,  and  who  were  not 
catholics,  but  firmly  attached  to  the  greek  ritual^ 
to  the  communion  of  the  church  of  Rome« 
Their  abhorrence  to  this  union  induced  them  to 
emigrate )  and,  as  the  new  colonies  formed  on 
the  Dpiepr  by  thefe  emigrations  were  always 

*  Sec  he£otCf  vol.  i.  p.  a  7 J. 

c  2  greatly 
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greatly  annoyed  by  the  neighbouring  Poles,  Li- 
thuanians, and  Tartars,  a  particular  form  of  go- 
vernment gradually  crestted  itfelf  among  thefe 
colonifts,  who  afterwards  obtained  the  name  of 
Kozaks.      It  was  a  military  democracy.     Every 
man  was  a  foldler,  and  the  chief  (the  ataman  or 
hctman)'was  elefted  by  the  voice  of  the  people 
affembled,   which  was  alfo   decifive  on   every 
matter  of  public  concern.     The  Kozaks,  being* 
at  firft  under  tartarian  proteftion,  on  the  diflb- 
lution  of  the  tartarian  empire^  and  their  num- 
bers being  inereafed  by  a  multitlide  of  tartarian 
families  that  took  refuge  among  them,  they  ac- 
knowledged the  king  of  Poland  as  their  para- 
mount guardian.     An  attack  upon  their  confti- 
tution,  however,  which  the  Poles  thought  proper 
to  make,  and  the  attempts  which  the  polifh  clergy 
never  gave  up,  to  incorporate,  thefe  greek  chriP- 
tians  into  the  latin  church,  alienated  the  minds 
of  the  Kozaks  from  the  polifh  fuprqmacy,  and 
induced  them  to  apply  for  admiffion  under  the 
patronage  of  Ruflia,  efpecially  as  che  greek  mode 
of  chiiftian  faith,  fo  highly  revered  by  them*, 
was- predominant  in  the  ruffian  empire.     Alex'ey 
-was  much  difpofed  to  comply  with  their  wifties 
to  own  him  for  their  guardian  fovereign,   on  ' 
their  declaration  to  that  efFeft  about  the  year  ' 
1654.     Even  Nikon,  now  elevated  to  the  pa- 

triarchate,. 
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trlarchate^  encouraged  him  not  a  little  to^  adopt 
«thefe  perfecuted  (heep  of  the  orthodox  church, 
.and  reduce  them  to  the  patriarchal  fold.  His 
fpiritual  motives  were  convincing  enough  to 
Alexey,  who  was  defirous  of  the  fame  thing  for 
j)olitical  reafons,  efpecially  as  the  tzar  might 
forefee  that-Poland  would  not  regard  this  with 
complacency,  but.  would  drive  to  prevent  k  by 
force  of  arms.  On  this  occafion  he  was  ia 
•hopes  not  only  to  become  the  paramount  lord  of 
the  kozaks,  but  even  perhaps  to  recover  from 

• 

<the  Poles  what  his  father  had  been  obliged  by  a 
feries  of  xlifafters  to  evacuate  to  them.  It  was 
curious,  however^  that  Alexey,  while  he  earneftly 
wiflied  to  form  a  conne£lion  with  the  Poles^ 
ihould  begin  by  making  complaints,  that,  in  a 
number  of  writings  publrflied  in  Poland,  the  ho- 
nour of  his  father  and  of  the  empire  was  in- 
fulted.  Nay,  in  compenfation  for  the  injuries 
iherdDy  cafl  upon  him,  he  diredly  demanded  the 
reftoration  of  the  countries  ceded  by  his  father 
to  Poland.  *  The  king  of  Poland  rejefted  the 
demand,  as  might  ^afily  be  cxpedted.  Thus 
then,  on  the  fide  of  RuiSa,  there  was  already  a 
pretence  for  war,  which  indeed  as  to  its  validity 
feemed  flight  enough,  yet,  however^  might  pafs 
for  a  pretence.  Befides,  the  tzar  offered  to  ad 
;5Ls   mediator  between  the  difcontenteU  kozak$ 

c  3  and 
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and  the  polifti  government.     But  Poland  would 
not  accept  the  mediation,  and  thus  it  came  to  an 
open  rupture  between  them*     In  this  war  the 
Ruffians,  aflifted  by  the  kodaks,  were  fo  fuc* 
cefsful  ^gainft  Poland,  that  even  the  king  of 
Sweden,  jealous  at  Alexey's  good  fortune;  was 
apprehenfive  left  the  latter  might  hereafter  em-t 
ploy  the  force  he  was  thus  increafing  to  the  de** 
triment  of  Sweden,  and  by  the  vanquifhing  of 
one  neighbour,  might  be  th^  more  dangerous  to 
iiim  as  the  other.     He,  therefore,  took  precau- 
tionary means  of  defence  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 
The  Tartars,  who  came  to  th^  affiftance'  of  Po** 
{and^  in  the  meantime  put  a  check  to  Alexey's 
iionquefts;  and  Lithuania,  that  ihe  might  not 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  tzar,  implored  the  pro« 
tedion  of  the  king  of  Sweden.     By  this  ftep 
^ezey,  who  thought  by  conquering  Poland  to 
get  polfei&on  of  Lithuania  as  an  appanage  to  it, 
felt  himfelf  affronted,  and  now  alfo,  in  1656^ 
broke  meafures  with  Sweden.    If  pilhging,  ra- 
paging,  deiblating,  and  feizing  on   towns  and 
villages,  and  even  raaflacring  unarmed  enemies^ 
inay  be  called  a  fuccefsful  war,  then  it  muft  be 
feid,  that  Alexey^s  arms  i^ere  likewife  fuccefsful 
Jn  Sweden }   but  only  id  thofe  relpefts.     The 
Ruffians  would  not  dare  to  contend  with  the 
IWedifh  warriors  fa^e  to  face  in  the  apen  field, 

even 
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«ven  with  a  far  greater  fuperiority  of  numbers ; 
and  therefore  Alexey  found  it  bighly  adyifabk  in 
1658  to  conclude  a  three  years*  truce  with  Swe* 
den,  which  three  years  afterwards,  in  1661,  wal 
-confirmed  into  a  peace,  at Which  it  was  agreed 
that,  difregarding  all  that  had  pafled  between 
the  two  powers,  everything  ftould  be  fixed  on 
the  former  footing,  as  had  been  fettled  at  the 
treaty  of  peace  made  at  Scolbova  in  161 7.  But 
Alexey's  war  with  Poland  terminated  more  ho- 
nourably for  Ruffia.  An  arraiftice  for  thirteeioi 
years,  agreed  upon  at  Andruifof  in  Lithuania  in 
1 667,  and  afterwards  prolonged  from  time  to 
time,  was  the  forerunner  of  a  complete  pacifica* 
tion,  which  was  brought  to  efFeft  in  1686,  and 
reftored  to  the  empire  Smolenfk,  Severia,  Tchcr- 
nigof,  and  Kief,  that  primeval  principality  of  the 
ruffian  tzars.  The  king  of  Poland  likewife  re* 
iinquifhed  the  fupremacy  he  had  hitherto  aiTerted 
^ver  the  kozaks  to  the  tzar ;  and  that  people 
became  now  a  protected  relative  of  the  ruffian 
tmpirc. 

Succefsful  as  Alexey  had  been  againft  the  Pdles, 
his  empire,  nevcrthelefs,  had  nearly  fallen  intp 
new  inteftine  troubles.  Dolgoruki,  the  ruffian 
commander,  caufed  an  officer  of  the  Don-ko« 
zaks  to  be  hanged,  and  thereby,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  kozaks,  grievoufly  infringed  their  liberty; 

c  4  A  brother 
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A  brother  of  the  deceafed,  therefore,  Stenk^ 
(Stephen)  Radzin,  found  no  difficulty  in  euv 
tidng  numbers  of  his  countrymen,  under  pre** 
tence  that  attempts  were  n)aking  to  contrafl  their 
priyileges,  to  (land  forth  and  revenge  the  infult 

.  committed  on  them  all  by  putting  to  death  this 
member  of  their  community.  Prompted  by  a 
love  of  licentioufnefs,  plunder,  and  excefles  of  all 
kinds,  which  Radzin  allowed,  his  followers  raN 
lied  round  his  banner,  foon  increafed  to  great 
numbers,  particularly  attra£ted  by  the  piratical 
expeditions  on  the  Cafpian,  and  even  to  P^riia^ 
in  which  confiderable  booty  was  to  be  made.  In 
th^  meantime  the  proceedings  of  this  fellow,  and 
the  crew  that  had  flocked  to  him,  were  not  con- 

^  fined  to  the  kozaks :  he  fept  out  feveral  of  hi^ 
people,  who  founded  forth  the  praifes  of  their 
great  leader  in  various  parts  of  the  couqtry,  and 
took  advantage  of  every  flight  murmur  againft 
the  government,  every  expreflion  of  difco^tent  at 
one  ordinance  or  another  of  the  tzar,  for  often-; 
tatioufly  promiiing  help  and  redrefs  to  every  kind 
of  opprelTion,  by  the  arm  of  their  mighty  Rad- 
zin. Thefe  envoys  took  particular  care  to  raife 
hopes  in  the  populace  that  Radzin  would  deliver 
them  from  the  gripe  of  power.  Radzin  himfelf 
proceeded  to  greater  excefles  from  day  to  day, 
^\s  many  of  the  Ruffians  ftill  adhered  to  the  pa^ 

triarcl; 
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triarcK  Nikon^  who  had  been  depofed  and  fent 
into  a  monaftery,  he  fpread  It  abroad  that  Nikpn 
was  with  him,  that  even  the  eldeft  of  the  tzarian 
*  princes  had  put  himfelf  under  his  proteftion, 
land  that  he  had  been  requefted  by  ^he  tzar  him- 
felf  to  come  to  }V[ofco,  in  order  by  his  afliftance 
Co  rid  himfelf  of  thofe  unpatriotic, grandees  by 
whom,  to  the  misfortune  of  the  empire,  he  was 
unhappily  furrounded.  Thefe  artifices,  together 
with  thd  permiflion  to  rob  and  plunder  all  with- 
out fcruple,  which  Radzin  grated  to  every  one 
that  came  to  his  fbtndard,  were  a  lure  which 
operated  fo  (trongly,  that  the  rebel  found  himfelf 
at  length  at  the  h^d  of  2oo,oqo  men.  Indeed 
his  power  was  not  formidable,  though  hi3  num« 
bers  were.fo  great.  Without  difcipline,  without 
knowledge  in  the  art  pf  war,  mod  of  his  adhe» 
rents  even  without  inclination  to  fight,  what  wa$ 
to  be  dreaded  from  fuch  a  banditti  when  op« 
pofed  by  a  military  force  ?  for  it  was  not  a  manly 
ardour  and  courage  that  had  colledbed  this  ban4 
^bout  Radzin,  but  rapine  and  the  thirfl  of  plun- 
der. Accordingly,  how  little  fervice  this  great 
mafs  was  of  to  the  man  hiinfelf,  and  how  little 
qualified  he  was  to  bring  them  into  a  well  regu* 
|ated  adiyity,  and  how  deflitute  he  was  of  the 
necefTary  prudence  for  ailing  fuch  a  part  as  he 
|iad  adopted,  was  feen  at  length  in  his  fuffering 

himfelf 
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himfelf  to  be  perfuaded  that  the  tzar  had  forgiven 
him,  and  was  defirous  of  nothing  more  than  to 
fee  him  at  Mofco.     Radzin  put  implicit  fiiith  in 
this  report,  on  the  declaration  of  an  ataman  of 
the  Don-kozaks,  and  travelled  thither  with  his 
brother.      Though  the  latter  repeatedly  repre- 
fcbted  to  him  on  the  journey  tliat  punifcment 
and  death  would  more  probabl  y  be  their  lot  at 
Mofco  than  a  pard6n,    yet   Radzin  was  ftili 
fimple  enough  to  truft  in  the  affurance  he  had 
received,    and   only   perceived  his   miftake  — 
certainly  too  late  —  when  at  a  little  diftance 
from  the  capital,  he  was  acfcofted  by  a  gallows 
in  a  cart  which  had  been  fent  to  meet  him  :  a 
terrible  harbinger  of  the  fate  that  awaited  him 
there.  -**  His  execution  had  the  proper  effeS: 
on  his  accomplices,  who  gradually  difperfed: 
and  though  another  mifcreant  took  upon  him 
to  play  Radzin's  part,  yet  the  party  did  not 
long  hold  together.     Aftrakhan,  the  chief  feat 
of  thefe  Ruffians,  where  Radzin  had  for  fome 
time  ruled  with  unlitmted  fway,  and  where  he 
had  refolved  to  take  up  his  refidence  as  king  of 
Aftrakhan^  was  furrounded  by  the  ruffian  troops ; 
and  twelve  thou/and  of  Radzin's  followers  —  as 
a  dreadful  example  to  all  future  rebels  —  were 
grbbeted  on  the  high  roads  of  Aftrakhan.    Such 
was  the  cataftrophe  of  an  enterprife  which  might 

have 
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have  been  attended  with  lateoitabk  confequ^ces 
to  the  ruffian  emigre  if  Radzin  had  only  ^en 
as  prudent  as  he  was  daring.  Difturbances  of  a 
very  extenfive  nature  might  in  that  cafe  perhaps 
have  been  eafily  excited  ^  efpeciaily  as  a  great 
part  of  the  warlike  nation  of  kozaks  were  im- 
plicated  in, the  rebellion. 

The  turkiih  emperor,  in  the  meantime,  had 
not  looked  on  with  complacency  from  the  very 
beginning,  while  Alexey  was  taking  meafures  for 
making  himfelf  protestor  of  the  kozaks,  as 
Ruflia  by  this  nation  obtained  a  ftrong  rampart 
figainft  the  incuriions  of  the  Tartars  dependent 
on  the  turkifh  empire,  who  were  perpetually  in* 
fefting  the  ruffian  territory.  He  accordingly 
ftrove  to  prevent  it ;  firfl:  by  farther  humbling 
Poland,  already  weakened  by  Alexey 's  forces^ 
and  then  by  attacking  Ruflia.  In  1671  the^ 
Turks  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Kaminiet?, 
ft  fortrefs  on  the  frontiers  belonging  to  Poland, 
and  extended  themfelves  throughout  the  Uk- 
raine. At  the  treaty  of  AndruiTof  the  Ruffians 
and  Poles  having  promifed  mutual  affiftance  to 
«ach  other  againft  their  mohammedan  neigh- 
bour, Alexey  was  obliged  now,  in  purfuance  of 
that  agreement,  again  to  take  arms.  In  order 
to  give  employment  to  the  Turks  on  all  (ides, 
^nd  totally  to  reduce  th^  inveterate  foe  to  his 

empire. 
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.  ^empire,  Alexey  fent  ambaiTadord  to  feveral  of 
the  chriftian  potentates,  exhorting  them  to  take 
part  in  the  war  againfl;  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  chriftian  name.     But  the  chriftian  potentates 
had  fiinilar  bufinefs  enough  f  f  their  own,  and 
were  obliged  to  be  perpetually  on  their  guard 
againft  the  depredation^  of  each  *other.    Accord- 
ingly, the  general  league  of  the  chriftians  againft 
the  Turks  was  never  brought  to  effeft,  and  onty 
remained  a  pious    wi(h  of  the   tzar.  —  The 
turkifti  army  being  for  fome  years  fucceffively 
yiftorious,  and  making  many  conquefts  in  Po- 
land,   was    conCequently   becoming   every   day 
.«iore  dangerous  to  the  tzar.     At  length,  how*, 
^ver,  a  ftop  was  put  to  their  conquefts  by  the 
great  commander  Sobielky,  who  fmoothed  his 
way  to  the  throne  by  his  victorious  arms  againfl: 
xhpfe  enemies  of  his  country.  ^  Indeed  Alexey 
had  formed  the  projeft  for  making  one  of  his 
Ions  king  of  Poland,  and  fo  to  unite  that  king- 
dom with  his  own ;  but  the  plan  proved  abor- 
tive.    He  did   not  live  to  fee  the  termination 
of  the  war  with  the  Turks,  in  which  Alexey 
had  taken  a  very  active  part.     His  death  hap. 
pened  in  1676 ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that 
he  fell  a  viftim  to  the  empyrical  remedies  of  an 
old  polifli  woman,  in  whem  he  had  more  confix 
f  dence  th^n  m  his  phy/kians* 

That 
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H^at  Alexey  was  fuccefsful  in  his  wars  with* 
Poland ;  that  he  procured  a  reftitution  of  the" 
countries  torn  from  his  empire,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  fovereignty  over   the  kozak^^ 
were  not  his  only  merits  in  behalf  of  Ruflia.' 
He  wae  a»  provident  for  the  improvement  of 
the  empire  within,   as  for  its  aggrandizement 
without.     He  in  a  particular  manner  attached 
to  himfelf  the  gratitude  of  his  fubjefts,  by  a 
reformation  of  the  laws,  in  which  he  confultedL 
the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  clafs  of  burghers,^ 
He  encouraged  the  trade  of  the  country,  and 
was  attentive  to  advance  the  cultivation  of  the 
empire :  whereas  formerly  the  prifoners  of  was 
always  belonged  as   flaves  to  thofe  who  had 
taken  them,  he  aded  far  more  wifely,  by  fend- 
ing the  captives  from  the  enemy   into  uncuU 
tivated  regions,  that  they  might  be  peopled  by 
their  means.     The  mildnefs  of  his  government 
allured  Germans,  Dutch,  Italians,   and  about 
three  thoufand  Scotfmen  into  Ruilia.     He  had 
already  formed  the  defign,  which  his  fon  Peter 
afterwards  put  into  execution,  of  making  the 
Ruflians  acquainted  with  the  art  of  conftrudling. 
ihips  and  with  maritime  commerce^  and  refolved 
to  keep  merchant- (hips  in  the  Cafpian ;  but  Rad« 
zin's  rebellion  had  fruflrated  the  attempts  to 
that  end  which  he  had  already  made.     RulTia: 
had  therefore  yet  much  to  eipefk  from  Alexey^ 

i£ 
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if  death  had  *ot  pt^matu;:eiy  carried  him  of  in 
the  forty-feventh  year  of  hia  age. 

It  may  with  the  (Irideft  jufKce  be  affirmed^ 
that  under  Alexey  the  ruffian  empire  made 
feme  progrefs  in  civilization,  and  that  this 
prince,  in  many  refpe£ts,  already  trod  the  path 
which  his  fon  Peter  afterwards  purfued  with 
more  firm  and  certain  fteps* 

For  the  better  underftanding  of  the  trant 
adions  that  next  enfued  in  the  reigning  family, 
which,  as  it  could  not  be '  otherwife,  had  great 
influence  on  the  empire  itfelf,  I  (hall  here 
mention  the  manner  in  which  the  tzars  of  - 
Ruffia  were  wont  to  feleft  their  conforts  —  a  - 
manner  that  indeed  had  a  nearer  rcfemblance 
with  afiatic  than  with  european  cuftoms.  When 
a  tzar  was  refolved  to  marry,  the  moft  beautiful 
of  the  unmarried  daughters  of  the  country,  par- 
ticularly of  the  principal  families,  were  fum- 
moned  to  court.  They  appeared  in  their  holiday 
doaths,  met  with  fumptuous  entertainment; 
and  the  young  lady  who  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  chofen  by  the  tzar  for  his  bride  remained 
at  court,  while  the  reft  were  difmiffed  with 
favours*.    Indeed  it  is  poffible  that  in  moft 

cafe^ 


*  The  account  generaOy  recerved  among,  foreigners  is  if 
fellows;  Solent  aatcm  mofchovitse  quum  de  uxore  ducend» 

deliberant/ 


caib  it  >vas  d^t^mioed  prior,  to  th^  a^hibiUon 
on  whicH  of  the  f^r  the  ^lefkion  would  S^l\.  «-* 
By  this  pra£lic^,  therefore,  all  th^t  ir\ilu.enc9^ 
which  foreign  princefles^  confqrts  fo  oftea  e?t- 
ercife  over  the  fovereigp,  and  through  them 
upon  the.  interefts  of  the  coujitrjr,  was  pre^ 
vented  :  this  tnode  obferved  by  the  tzarsin  con- 
Ira&iag  marriage  had  a  tendency  likewife  to 
what  ail  of  them  prioip  to  Peter  the  Grea( 
leemed  mod  to  defire,  that  this  empire  ihould 
have  as  little  connedlion  with  other  countries  as 
pofBble  *.     But  even  this  eleftion  of  a  tzaritza 

»  fronx 


delibeniiit,  omnium  toto  regno  puellarum  virginum  deledut^ 
habere^  ac  forma  virtuteque  animi  prxftantiores  ad  fe  per* 
duel  juberct  quas  demum  per  idoneos  homines,  iidelefque- 
natronas  inCpiciuuty  ita  diligentery  ut  fecretiora  quoqucaU 
iif  coDtre^Uri  explorarlque  fas  fit.  Eic  iis  vero  xnagn» 
atque  foUcita  parent um  esfpe^ationcy  qua?  ad  pHQcipis- 
animum  refpondent  regiis  nuptiis  digna  pronunciaiur,  Cxterar 
veroy  quae  defonaae  pudicitizque^  &  morum  dignitate  c6ii» 
lenderanty  faepe  eadem  die  in  gpratiam  priacipumy  proceribiis- 
aique  militibu9>  nubunt,  {Ic  ut  mediocri  Igep  natae  plerumque 
dum  pru]f:ipes  regiae  ftirpis  clara  fteounata  contemnunt,  ad 
fummuoa  regalis  thorx  fafligium,  utS  &.  Turcas  ottomannaa. 
folitoft  effc  videmusy  pulchritudinb  auTpiciis  evehantu^.. 
Favlm  Jovim  in  Mofcbovia^  p.  32. 

*  The  following  is  delivered  as  the  true  itate  of  the 
kuAiicfs  bj  that  proCouod  ruffian  s^tiquarian  M*  Boltin  :. 

Iaquinc&> 
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from  tYie  daughters  of  the  natives  pfo^ed  a< 
times  the  fruitful  fource  of  the  difafters  to  thie 
^mpife,  as  the  relations  of  the  new  tzaritza,  by  . 
the  affiftance  of  their  aunts,  now  raifed  to  be 
great  ladies,  drove  to  mak^  tbemfelves  of.  con>» 
fequence,  and  did  not  always  purfue  this  aim 
by  the  direfteft  means ;  as,  for  example,  in.  the 
cafe  of  Boris.  Should  it  happen  that  a  tzar 
manied  more  than  once,  then  a  door  was  imme^ 


Inquiries  were  privately  made  after  the  mod  beautiful  and 
lenfible  young  women  of  the  country ;  but  no  ukafes  were 
evei"  iiTucd  to  that  efFeft,  as  has  been  pretended  by  fome 
forepgn  authoYBir  Soin«  of  the  principal  lords  and  ladies  re- 
ceived th^  commifQon  to  bring  fuch  as  they  deemed  the 
worthlefl  to  the  houfe  of  the  monarch,  where  each  of  theotk 
found  a  decent  chamber  ready  for  her  reception.  They  ate 
all  at  one  tabic,  and  various  kinds  of  padtme  were  provided 
fpr  their  amufopient.  The  monarch  obferved  them  pri-  '  * 
tately  and  liften^d  to  their  converfations.  It  is  affirmed  b^ 
fome' that  he  even  vifited  them  by  niglit,  in  order  to  fee 
which  of  them  flept  quietly  or  unquietly.  After  reiterated 
tifitation  and  infpc6lion  of  thfe  underftaudings,  tempers,  and 
difpofitions,  and  having  made  up  his  mind  in  confequence, 
he  tame  and  fat  down  at  table  with  them,,  where  he  prc- 
fented  her  on  whom  he  had  fixed  his  clroiec  for  a  bride  with 
a  handkerchief  and  a  ring.  On  the  fame  day  he  difmiffed 
the  refl  from  his  houfe  with  prefcnts  confifting  of  the  feveral 
articles  of  drefs.  The  name  of  the  bride  elcft  was  then 
pubficly  deibredy  and  the  title  of  grand-princefs  conferred 
»pon  her*  •  *  .        -     .         z 

diately 
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Aatel/  opened  to  the  fpirit  of  fa^on:  feveral 
families  became  related  to  the  foverdgn ;  otitt 
exerting  itfelf  to  circumvent  the  other  ;  the  new 
relatione  endeavouring  by  all  means  to  fubvert 
the  elder.  The  cafe  here  fuppofed^  by  no  means 
.advantageous  to^  the  empire,  actually  happened 
with  Alexey.  He  married  twice;  and  herein 
lay  principally  the  foundation  of  the  troubles 
which  threatened  to  break  out  immediately  on 
his  death ;  and  though  at  that  t^me  fupprefled, 
iburft  forth  with  greater  violence  and  fury,  lac 
years  afterwards,  when  Eeodor  died* 

Two  princes,  named  Feodor  and  Ivan,  aad 
4}X  princeflfes,  of  whom  Sophia  afterwards  made 
herfelf  particularly  famous,  we<«  the  children  of 
the  firft,  Peter  and  Natalia  the  offspring  of  tlie 
fecond  marriage,  whom  Alexey  left  behind  hidi 
at  his  death.  By  his  firfl:  confort,  born  a  Milo* 
jlaflkoy,  the  family  of  IV^oflafikoy  acquired 
great  influence  at  court  ^  which^  however,  de- 
clined on  Alexey 's  marrying  a  fecond  time*  a 
.Nariihkin,  and  this  confort  favoured '^^r  reU- 
jtions.  As  now,  moreover,  the  two  princes  of 
the  former  marriage,  Feodor  and  Ivao,  wene 
not  only  of  a  very  feeble  temperament, .  but 
aifo  appeared  to  have  no  great  intelledual  abili- 
ties, (which  was  particularly  the  cafe  with  Ivan,) 
jt  was  natural  for  the  Narilbkia  &mily  to  cotw 
.    vol..  |i,  »  c^iva 
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cehre  the  dg&ffi  of  noiniii?ting»  after  Ald^ey^ 
fieath,  the  young  Peters  ^iburtgen  years  of  9fB| 
the  o&ly  prince  pf  the  fecon^l  marriage,  as  Aic- 
cefior  to  his  father,  and  to  e:(cltt(ie  the  two 
fUw .  pri|iQ!s,  on  account  of  their  incapacity, 
fi^om  ibe  fQcceffion.  iQut  t^s  proje^  failed : 
Fcodor  ^as  appointed  tzar;  and,  though  h(5 
was  fifJ^Iy  and  infirm  of  body,  and  this  infirmity 
was  even  increafed  by  an  Ulnefs  (hortly  after  hi| 
HSCsffipA  to  the  thrqnej  yet  he  proved,  that  tb^ 
j^ondufion  from  the  veaknef^  of  his  body  to  ^ 
imbecility  of  mind  was  too  hafty*  Qn  the  coogr 
0»ry,  during  hi^  reign  of  fix  years  he  difplayed 
IBEiny.exGdleiit  talents^  for  ^vernment ;  and  i( 
was  .much  to  be  Jaaiented,  t^t  the  tenement 
<if  his  fpirit  vr^,{q  frail^  The  war,  againft  the 
Turks  which  he  inhericefi  from  his  father  he 
profecuted  four  years  longer,  and  tcrminaed  it 
|n  ^§8o  by  ^  truce  for  twenty  years,  by  which 
fhe  '^iirk^  xjot  only  reaped  no  advantage,  b}f3i, 
i?cre  con^eUed  to  acknowledge  the  fover^gnty 
f»f  the  t^s  over  this  Kozaks,  whom  the  fultaq 

^■^  J[T^%  jWirous  to  incorporate  lykh  h^ 
fmpire. 

•^hff  paips  beftowed  by  Feodor  in  his  admim. 
(Iration  related  chiefly  tq  the  interior  of  the 
innpire ;  evincing  in  the  whole  of  his  conduft 
^  !he  benefit  of  bis  ^ople  was  his  ruling 

pbjea, 


Hnrour  of  MrttiA*  55^ 

gbjeftv  In  a  counAy  like  Ruffia^  where  ^ea 
a&n*  dl  the  trouble  time  Alexey  hid  taken  ta 
form  a  code  of  lavs,  there  were  not  ftatatA 
adapted  to  all  cafes,  too  many  epportunitiei 
offbrerd  where  diicane  or  money  could  mflueno^ 
die  decifion  of  the  jttdge*  The  offces  of  the 
nagiftrature  were  almofl  exchafiTely  filled  bf. 
(iie  itobilky ;  and  it  was  extremely  di£icnlt  fdr 
any  of  the  burghers  or  peafantry,  and  for  tht 
poor  atnioft  impoffiblet  to  gain  a  verdid,  etoa 
thoogh  the  law  was  on  their  fide,  whenever  th« 
adrerfary  was  a  noble  or  a  Wealthy  man,  as  tht 
former  was  commonly  fnvoured  by  4!be  eourf  <AI 
account  of  his  rank,  and  the  latter 'for '^ 
Weighty  arguments  which  he  brought.  &ldeal 
under  Alexey's  government  fome  great  men,  as 
before  related,  received  fad  wages  for  ibexir  idi« 
t}uttfek ;  but  thefe  examples  prefently  loft  theijr 
warning  virtue,  and  Feodor  faw^  Miiiielf  obliged 
kh  make  ft  a  primary  objeft  of  his  cai^  Uiat  law 
akd  equity  were  impartially  adtofiniftered,  and 
thkt  ev^n  (h^  poot  axlrd  needy  "^  of  In^  fti^jeds 
Ihouid  at  lead!  have  juftice;  -^'  Wii!h  e^ual  cfift- 
gence  he  provided  that  the  neceflaries  of  IHb 
ftfeuld  ittt  be  kej)t  at  too  high'  a'pfice,^  rior  the 
dealers  hti  ffiem  opprefs  the  pbor.  For  the  1^* 
Wuragettient  of  j>erfons  in  flender  drcumftanc^s, 
^A^jfirbus  to  dngage '  iA  tfef ill'  ui^defrtilkings  thtit 

J}  z  exceeded 
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exceeded  tKeIr  means,  he  afltfted  tbctk  wkh  pe« 
euniary  advance  for  f(^eral  years.  Mofco  was 
already  indebted  to  his  father  for  having  a  veil 
oonftituted  police:  he  ^dded  to  it  many  wife 
^gulations,  and  at  length  crowned  his  reign  by 
an  ordinance,  eminently  important  and  bene^ 
:licial  to  the  empire,  by  which  he  gave  a  violent 
blow  to  the  hurtful  and  ridiculous  conceit  of 
privileges  of  birth. 

•«  Nothing  could  equal  the  care  with  which  the 
noble  fisimilies  kept  the  books  of  their  pedigrees, 
in  which  were  fet  down,  not  only  every  one  of 
their  anceftors,  but  alfo  the  polls  and  offices 
which  thefe  their  fore&thers  held  at  court,  in 
the  army,  or  in  the  civil  departn^ent.  Had 
thefe  genealogies  and  regifters  of  defcent  been 
confined  to  the  purpofe  of  determining  the  aq- 
ceftry  and  the  relationihip  of  families,  no  ob- 
je£lion  could  be  alleged  againfl  them.  3ut 
thefe  books  of  record  were  carried  to  the  moQ: 
abfurd  abufe,  attended  with  a  hoft  of  pernicious 
.Confequence$.  If  a  nobleman  were  appointed 
to  a  poft  in  the  arijiy  or  at  court,  or  to  fomc 
civil  ftation,  and  it  appeared  that  the  perfon  to 
whom  he  was  now  fubordinate  numbered  fewer 
j^nceftors  than  he,  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difS- 
pulty  that  he  could  be  brought  to  accept  of  the 
p^c(5  tQ  vf hicb  he  was  c^Ugd,    Nay,  fhi?  foljy 
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Vpa§  cdrried  ftffl  greater  lengths :  a  man  would 
(eten  refufe  to  take  u)>on  •  him  an  employ,  if 
thereby  he  ^ould  be  fubordihate  to  one  whofcf  - 
anceftors  formerly  ftood  under  the  aneeftofrs  of 
him  ivho  was  iiow  offiered  the  pl^e.     It  is  eafy 
td  imagine  that  a  prejudice 'of  this  kind  moli: 
have  been  produdive  of  the  mod:  difagreeable 
eflfe^s,  and  that  difcontenrs,  murmurs  at  flights 
and  trifling  negle&s,  difputes,  quarrels,  and  diC* 
orders  in  the  fervice,  mud  have  been  its  natural 
attbidants.     It  was  therefore  become  indifpen- 
fably  neceflary  that  a  particular  office  fliould  be 
inftltuted  at  coutt,  in  which  exaft  copies  of  the 
*  genealogical  tables  and  feryite-regifters  of  the 
noble  famiHes  were  depofited;  and  this  office 
was  inceflantly  employed  m  fettling  the  mihiber- 
Ms  difputes  that  arofe  from  this  inveterate  pre^ 
judice.     Feodor^  obferving  the  pernicious  effeQs 
of  this  fond  conceit  that  the  fethcfr's  capacity 
muft'  neceflarily  devolve  on  the  fon,  and  that 
donfequently  he  ought    to  inherit    his   pofl:s^ 
!  wiflied  to  piit  a  ftop  to  it ;  and,  with  the  advice 
of  his  fagacious  minift^r  prince  VaffiUy  Galitzin  j 
of  whom  we  fliall  frequently  have  occafion  to 
fpeak,  fell  upon  the  following  method  for  put-^ 
ting  an  end   to '  this  ridiculous   pradice.      He 
eafufed  it  to  be  proclaimed,   that  all  the  fatni-* 
lies  fliouid  deliver  into  court  faithful  copies  of 
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their  fenrice-rollt,  in  order  that  thtf  might  be 
corre&ed  of  a  number  of  errors  that  had  crept' 
into  them.  This  deMrery  bemg  made,  he  con« 
Toked  the  great  men  and  the  fup'efior  clerg^ 
before  him.  In  eloquent  fpeeehes  it  wad  repre* 
fented  to  them  by'  him  in  arguments  dravn 
from  reafon,  and  by  the  patriarch  in  arguments 
drawn  from  religion,  that  the  prejudice  which 
had  hitherto  prevailed  of  forming  pretenfions 
froip  the  pofts  that  had  been  filled  by  their  an- 
ceftors,  was  as  irrational  as  it  was  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  chriftianity,  which  required  humility 
and  brotherly  love,  Thefe  difcourfes  being 
ended,  the  aflembly  were  afked  their  opinion, 
when  they  unanimoufly  a&nted  *;  the  generality 
however  not  from  full  convi^on  to  the  judg* 
ment  of  ^he  tzar  and  tfie  patriarch.  Mo  fooner 
was  this  aiTent  declared,  than  the  whole  heap  of 
thefe  records  of  fervice  was  brought  into  the 
fquare  before  the  palace,  and,'  in  prefence  of  the 
dergy  and  a  multitude  of  noblemen,  •—  bum| 
to  afhes.  By  way  of  conclufion  to  this  fmgular 
ceremony,  the  patriarch  denounced  an  anathema 
againft  every  one  who  ihould  prefume  to  Con- 
travene this  ordinance  of  the  miliar;  and  the 
juftice  of  the  fentence  was  ratified  by  the  aflfemi^ 
bly  in  a  general  fhout  of  Amen.  It  was  by  no 
means  Feodor's  intention   to  efface  nobility;. 
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accordingly  ^^ .  or^rfii  fkcw  books  to  be 
made  in  which  the  noble  families  \|rere  infcri^d  ; 
but  thus  t^as  aboliihed  that  ettretnely  pernicious 
ciiftom  Ivhich  raade  it  a  difgrace  to  be  under  the 
orders  of  another  if  his  apceftry  did  not  teach  fo 
high,  or  even  — -  in  bafe  of  equal  pedigree  — 
if  a  forefather  of  the  cotnoiahder  had  once  beeii 
fubor^inate.  in  the  Service  to  the  progenitor  of 
bioiwhotiras  now  to  acknowledge  him  for  hi* 

fuperior. 

Feodor^  therefore,  did  much  good  fii  hi$  gene- 

ration^  combated  .many  prejudices,  and  coAtri*^ 
buted  what  he  could  to  roufe  hid  people  froni 
that  iluggi(hncfs  which  generally  prevailed  among 
them;  by  many  of  his  actions  drove  to  cur^ 
them  of  the  idle  nodon,  that  etery  thing  is  beft 
as  it  M9  and  therefore  that  nothing  fhould  be 
altered,  tic  deftroyed,  as  we  have  juft  feea^ 
ihfr  extravaga|it  ptetenfions  of  the  nobility,  f6 
highly  detrimental  to  the  (late ;  in  like  manner 
he  did  away  the  prejudice  that  the  tjsarltza  muft 
always  be  a  native  Rulfian,  by  matrying  a  lady 
of  Polahd^  for  whom  he  had  conceived  an  affec« 
tion,  and  roundly  told  the  patriatch^  on  his  de-^ 
daring  the  matriage  invalid^  that  he  either 
never  would  marry  at  all,  or  only  according  to 
his  private  inclination :  upon  which  the  former 
lretra£led.     He  attempted  to  bring  about  ah 
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alteration  in  the  national  drefs  of  the  Ruflian^v 
which  had  more  of  the  afiatic  than  the  european ; 
not  by  a  decree,  as  Peter  afterwards  did,  but  by 
appointing,  occafionally,  feflivtties  at  court,  and 
making  it  a  condition  on  all  who  would  partake 
in  them,  that  they  ibould  appear  in  a  particular 
drefe  fomewhat  altered  by  him,  and  bearing  a 
refemblance  to  the  poK(b.  —  Thus  Feodor  in 
many  refpefts  fet  a  pattern  to  his  great  fucceffor 
Peter.  It  was  much  to  be  wifhed  that  the  period 
of  his  life  had  been  protrafted  *  ;  but  the  empire 
would  more  deeply  ftiU  have  felt  hi$  lofs,  if 
he  had  not  been  fucceeded  by  Peter,  who  ftrove 
to  complete  the  good  which  Alexey  and  Feodor 
had  begun,  who  brought  to  maturity  what  they 
had  fown,  who  combined  with  the  talents  for. 
government^  which  feemed  hereditary  in  the  houfe 
of  Romanof,  a  more  reftlefs  zeal,  a  more  inde<- 
fatigable  aftivity  than  his  predeceffors  poffefled ; 
and  by  his  deeds  as  fovereign  acquired  that  re- 
nown which  has  claifed  him  with  the  greateft 
monarchs. 

Feodor's  death  in  1682  was  in  a  manner  the 
fignai  for  fanguinary  fcenes,  being  the  ocqafioQ 

*  **  Feodor  lived,"  fays  the  rufiian  hiftorian   Sumaro- 

kof,  **  the  joy  and  delight  of  his  people,  and  died  amidft 

**  their  llghs  aod  tears.      On  the  day  he  died  Mofco  wat 

*•  'lit  the  fame  ftatc  of  diftrcfs  as  Rome  was  on  the  death 
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01 


ef  a  ftxwggk-for  t^  fover^ignty  oi  the  iit^r^^, 
between  brother  aad  fifter,  which  lafted  fpcteea 
years,  arnd  in  1698  *  terminated  in  &vour  of 
Peter,  the  brother. 

Feodor  had  already  been  aware  that  Ivan, 
half-blind,  and  in  general  .very  infirm,  was  not 
adequate  to  the  bufinefe  of  a  tzar  of  Ruffia, 
-and  for  that  xeafon  had  ihortly  before  hisdeatk 
ordained,  that  his  ftep-brother  Peter,  then  ten 
years  old,  who  already  difcovered  uncommon 
abilities,  ihould  be  his  fuccefTon  Ivan  himfelf 
•avowed  his  incapacity  for  governing,  and  would 
willingly  now  have  relinquifhed  the  throne  to 
Peter,  as  he  afterwards  adlually  did;  but  to 
this  Sophia,  the  own  fifter  of  Feodor  and  Ivan, 
and  half-fifter  of  Peter,  would  not  affent.  This 
princefs  was  juft  then  in  the  full  bloom  of 
youth,  of  exquifite  beauty,  and  of  rare  accom- 
plishments. She  had  ambition  enough  to.  afpire 
to  the  throne,  courage  enough  to  make  her  way* 
to  it  by  any  kind  of  means,  and  prudence 
enough  to  have  maintained  herfelf  upon  itf* 

*  When  Sophia's  laft  effort,  the  rebeUion  of  the  Stre- 
litzcs,  raifcd  by  her  and  her* party  in  Peter's  abfence,  wts 
defeated. 

f  Peter  himfcif  afterwards  frequently  ibid,  that  if  hit 
fiHer  had  bridled  her  ambition^  he  would  have  left  to  her 
^  the  helm  of  government,  and  contentedly  have  ferrcd  hi» 
country  under  her  authority. 

That 
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^  « 

Tbtt  Tviiiy  a  pruxce  of  the  former  marriage^ 
was  inteoded  to  be  paiGsd  by  in  the  fucceifion  to 
tile  throne,  furniOied  her  with  the  fitted  pretence 
for  making  berfelf  of  confequence.    She  took 
upon  her  the  tone  of  a  patronefs  of  the  claims 
of  her  full  brother,   demanding  juftice  appa* 
yently  for  him.  alone,  regardleis  of  herfelf.    Ac' 
cordingly,  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  Na* 
riihkia  party  were  endeavouring    to  promote 
Peter's   fucceifion,    Sophia  was  induftrious  in 
contriving  to  oppofe  it.    In  order  to  facilitate  the 
accomplifliment  of  her  defign,  ihe  fecured  to 
herfelf,  by  promifes  and  mon^y,  the  concurrence 
of  the  ftrelitzes,  that  band  of  foldiers  who  at 
Mofco  were  what  the  janifarfes  are  at  Conftan- 
tinople,  a  corps  which,  by  its  ftrength,  confift* 
ing  of  upwards  of  14,000  men,  were  enabled 
to  give  powerful  fupport  to  any  plot.     To  get  rid 
%>{  the  Narifhkins,  as  the  friends  and  dependant 
of  prince  Peter,  was  the  firft  and  grand  aim  of 
Sophb,  as  by  that  means  ihe  hoped  to  have 
a  freer  fcope  for  her  ftratagems.    To  effed:  this 
the  more  readily,  a  rumour  was  fpread  that  the 
Narifhkins  were  guilty  of  Feodor's  death  )  that 
foreign  phyficians,  bribed  by  this  family,  had 
difpatched  the  tzar  by  poifon,  and  their  relations 
only  wanted  to  raife  Peter  to  the  throne,  and 
to  that  end'to  exclude,  nay  even  to  murder 
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Sophia's  own  brother  Ivan,  vAo  had  a  prior  right. 
The  efforts  of  the  Narifhkins  to  procure  the  fue- 
ceffion  for  Peter,  ^hich  were  hot  to  be  dtflembled, 
gave  to  this  report  an  air  of  probability,  which 
every  method  was  ufed  to  reduce  to  certainty. 
The  beautiful  Sophia,  by  her  arts  of  perfuafion,  in^ 
jgenloufly  gave  impreffion  to  thefe  allegations,  par- 
ticularly among  the  chiefs  of  the  ftrelit^es,  whilo 
her  creatures  were  inceflantly  afliduous  in  gaining 
over  the  common  people  of  that  body  by  varioasr 
aitifices.  Galitzin,  Feodor's  ^fe  and  adive  mini^ 
fter  *,  was  alio  Sophia's  favourite  and  counfellor; 
and  even  the  vulgar  owned  it  to  be  reafonable  that 
the  crown  fhould  be  given  to  prince  Ivan,  as  the 
eldeft  fon,  Sophia  v^s  therefore  preparing  to 
afcend  the  throne ;  for  that  was  her  real  inten<i 
tion,  though  fhe  concealed  it  under  her  fifterly 
love  for  Ivan,  who  in  that  cafe  would  never  have 
had  any  thing  more  than  the  title  of  tzar,  as  was 
afterwards  plainly  feen.  Hitherto,  indeed,  it 
feemed  as  if  Sophia  had  no  defign  of  making  any 
attempts  againft  the  life  of  Peter ;  but  fome  years 

♦  To  this  a  foreigner,  who  at  that  time  lived  in  Ruflis^ 
bears  the  following  teflimony :  He  was  poh'te,  fert3e  in  in- 
vention, and  of  greater  lagaclty  than  any  of  his  countrymeni 
of  an  a£live  mind,  diligent ;  was,  in  underffuiding,  far  be- 
yond his  times,  and  capable  of  working  a  great  akenU:ioit  in 
-4lulfia,  if.  his  time  and  authority  had  bcea  comineDfurate 
with  his  incliuatioiu 

after 
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after  (he  (hewed,  by  her  adiions,  that  (he  w<7ul(^ 
have  made  no  fcruple  of  facrificing  this  half* 
brother  to  her  ambition.  Sophia  would  per^ 
haps  too  have  found  arguments  fufficient  for 
juftifying  her  conduft^  and  for  proving  to  her 
country  and  to  the  world  that  (he  was  nec6(&*' 
tated  fo  to  a£t  for  the  benefit  of  the  empire.  Had 
fhe  then,  fupported  by  Galitzin,  a  (hrcwd  and 
enterprifing  man,  and  whom,  as  has  (ince  been 
believed,  (he  would  have  owned  for  her  hu(band9 
Wifely  and  happily  conduded  her  reign,  it  would 
fcarcely  eveiT  have  been  mentioned,  perhaps  it 
would  even  gradually  have  been  forgotten,  that 
flie  made  her  way  to  the  throne  over  the  corpfe 
of  her  brother.  But  fate  would  have  it  other- 
wife.  Peter,  the  perfecuted  prince,  was  to  con- 
quer all  plots  and  machinations  againft  him,  and 
at  length  to  become  fole  monarch ;  while  Sophia, 
for  her  often  unfuccefsful,  but  always  repeated 
attempts  to  place  herfelf  on  the  throne,  wa» 
doomed  at  length  to  do  penance  by  the  lo(s  of 
her  liberty. 

In  perfeft  confidence  with  her  plan,  by  which 
the  ftreliczes  had  been  dextroufly  enticed,  the 
whole  crew  of  them  conforted  together  foon 
after  Feodor's  death,  committed  all  manner  of 
cxceflTes  for  three  days  in  fucce(fion,  in  which 
they  met  with  no  check  whatever,  facrificed  to 

th^ 


HISTOHr  OF   RU641A.  45 

Aar  fury  feveral  of  thechi^F  officers  of  ftate, 
.  tiiat  were  againfl:  Sophia,  forced  their  way 
even  into  the  palace  pf  the  tzars,  and  demanded 
the  death  of  the  Narilhkins  *,  who,  as  they  pre* 
tended,  were  bent  on  depriving  Ivan  of  the 
throne,  and  then  of  his  life.  At  length  they 
declared  by  acclamation  prince  Ivan  to  be  tzar. 
He,  however,  having  a  fmcere  a£Fe£tion  for  bis 
half-brother  Peter,  wilhed  him  to  be  co-fovereign 
with  him;  which  was  granted :  but  Sophia  was 
at  the  fame  time  declared  co-fovereign  with  the 
(WO  tzars.  This  was  on  the  6th  of  May  1681, 
and  in  June  the  coronation  of  Ivan  and  Peter 
was  folemnized  in  due  form.  Sophia  imme- 
diately married  tzar  Ivan,  in  order  that  if  any 
children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  Peter  might 
iofe  for  ever  all  hope  of  obtaining  the  crown. 
Thus,  one  ftep  of  Sophia's  fucceeded ;  ihe  had 
now  the  government  in  her  hands  j  for  Ivan, 

*  Two  brothers  of  the  widowed  tzaritza  Natalia,  Alexey^s 
fecond  Qonfort,  of  t)ie  famfljr  of  Nariihl^o,  wete  murdere4* 
This  was  the  fatal  lot  in  all  •f  about  fixty  perfons,  mofUy  qf  * 
the  firft  diilindlion.  The  Miloflaffkys,  Sophia's  kinfioien, 
were  particularly  bufy  in  this  fcdition.  The  property  of 
*  fuch  as  were  executed  was  confifcated  and  divided  among 
the  ftreli'tzes.  A  public  monunoent  *wff}Jikewifc  cre^ed, 
pn  which  the  names  of  the  deceafe(|  were  iafcribed,  as  trs(i< 
|pi;8  to  their  country. 

from 
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fiom  Ui  hnbedKey;  and  Peter  from  bis  yoiitli^ 
being  only  tra  jtirs  of  age,  hfaul  nothing  more 
tkm  the  titleof  tm%. '  Their  names  ftood  at 
bottom  of  the  decrees  and  or^ances  that  were 
iSbedj  but  Sophia  and  her  favourite  dtfitaaa 
^nre  alone  their  authors*  Afterwards,  in  the 
Tear  1687^  Sophia  began  to  add  her  namtt  to 
thofe  of  the  tzarS)  and  to  caofe  her  image  to  be 
ftamped  on  the  coin. 

In  the  ttieantime,  the  ftreliCBes  whom  Sophki 
had  chofen  as  her  mftruments  in  the  downfal 
which  flie  had  pf^pared  for  Peter^  had  nearly^ 
after  that  firft  inforreftion  in  her  favour^  been 
dangerouB  to.  hei&lf»  Prince  Kovanikoiy  their 
commander,  who  was  psivy  to  the  plafis.of 
Soj^ua,  had  probid>Iy  too  mncb  andt^idon  £pr 
fubnuDtiag  t»  be  ithe  paffive  inftnimcnt  by  Which 
i)ie  was  to  obtain  the  imereign  -  power^:  alfo 
n^ght  bedefisous  of  h»rii^  hsmfelf  aflare  k 
t)xe  government,  and  wto  acconlii^ly  jealous  of 
Gttli(fiin#  Tkt  prcflofal  which  ihe  xMdc  ta 
feoj^iia;  thtf  As.  would. marry  onto. of  Jber  lifters 
to  hit  fibo,  perbaptxaozfed  fome  alarm  on  account 
of  the  confequencei  by  which  it  tnightppffibly 
he  attended^  and  her  refuTal^whiahw^niadeiCo'* 
vanfroi  the  adhrerfary  of  Sophia,  wrovghtalfo^fo 
powevfuUy  est  his  ftrdh^es,  that  ^opfant,  dm 
two  tzars,  and  the  whdecoisrt  wtre  reduced,  tb 

the 
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r  of  ftaliiiig  the  (boikg  lOMiatfery  of 
I  melve  leagues  (ram  Mofco>  thdr 
£m£tqar^.  £r«9  howerer,  tbe  enraged  ftrdiMs 
could  follow  then  thijtiter^  the  court  eoUeded 
together  a  great  body  of  ariued  £>ldieri,  among 
whoi9  were  maay  fipre^pieri*  £of  an£koi  bejog 
taken  prifonitf ,  was  bdinded ;  and  as .  tiie  flre* 
litzes,  ftill  more  ejcafperated  by  this  ad)^  were 
advancing  againft  the  moftaftery^  they  karat 
that  they  were  likely  to  Bieet  with  a  HtHtt  r^ft^ 
ftnce  there.  This  intdiigence  tmniediaiely  coftt 
TGTted  their  sqiparent  courage  info  defpondcncy^ 
juad  their  &iry  mto  conftematioii.  The  eoilrt  de^ 
naoded  that  the  prins^l  ringleadors  flioiihi  bo 
ddiy^0()  up)  which  was  done ;  and,  moi^eoTert 
fhr  tenth  iuo  a£  every  regiment  was  fdefted  ae 
a  vilQnn  for  the  reft.  'Jliefe^' wretches,  thus  de* 
(timated,  bcdng*  eondemneid  tn  die  «t  Mofco^ 
Urbese  moft  ti  the  ftrictttaBi  were  ftatioqary,  took 
^  a£fe£Uonate  leave  of  their  wives  aiid  ebildren^ 
pnepared'  thcnMUfti  fdr  d^ath  by  receini^  the 
fiumneii^  and  went  back  to  tbeiniodaiisrfbl 
fach  order,  their  every'two  of  tUen  casHod  a 
Ubck,  and  the  third  was  the  bear^  bf  aUiaze* 
In /this  tremendous  i^roceffion^iiattpided  »fay  a 
gseatconoourfe  of  people,  paj^tKiflerty  of  >  flicir 
felations^  tb^y  came  to)  the  place  before  the  mor* 
miilfry,  lapd  their  beads  ion  thtblocks  diey  had 

brought 
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brought  with  them,  aad  in  tlut  fituaidon  waited 
theo*  doom,  which  u  lex^th  amounted  t<^  thU^ 
tbat  fonie  oC  tlie  moft  guiky  were  made  m  atone- 
ment for  alL  Sophia  heaceforward  placed  ao 
more  confidence  in  the  •  ftreUtzes*  The  .ma- 
yaity  of  them  were  draughted  off  into  the  other 
regiments  on  the  frontiers,  in  or4er  to  remove 
them  from  ther  capital  *• 

This  infurre£tion  being  quelled,  all  now  wote 
a  tranquil  s^pearance ;  and  the  government, 
which  Sophia  had  in  her  hands,  proceeded  ia 
the  ordinary  c6urfe. '  Certain  perfons,  however, 
of  both  parties,  that  is,  the  friends  of  Sophia  aiui 
of  Peter,  were  in  the  meantime  ytary  bufy  ia 
private.  The  former  to  prefcrve  t^  governs 
ment  in  the  hands  of  that  prineefs,  Und  die  lattes 
to  ravilh  it  from  her  in  time,  and  to  oonfer  k 
vpon  Pettr.  A'gcod  opportmiity  foon  otkfffd 
for  the  party  .of  this  tzar  to  raife  clamours  agaiaft 
Vaffilly  Galiizin  the  favouriie  of  Sophia,  a^ 
the  measures  they  puifued ;  and  thus  to  take  oM 
ftep  in  behalf  of  Peter,  la  i6S$  the  peac^ 
aboveme9tionod  t  wo$.  concluded  with  Ir9l9o4i 

*  The  bcforemcntioncd  monumenti  a  tcflimony  of  rcr 
warded  infurredlion,  di/honourablc  to  the  govtrnment,  wa# 
removed,  and  another  with  a  warning  again  (I  rebellion  fct 
up  in  Its  place. 

-f  Sec  before,  p- a8. 

Sut 


I 

But  ncw-hoftiUtm  vrhh  Turkey  Soon^^vokt  outu 
The  Turks  were  at  die  fame  lime  involved  h  9t 
w  «i4i  Pola&d  «iid.;nM;i  the  german  evpenir* 
Both  .powers  fdUictted  th&court«of  RuiEa  to^t^bi 
pvt  lu  the  cootefty  iaorder  to  employ  the  common 
ba^  the*  fide  of  the  kitmean  Tartars.    Sophia 
aajScft  would 4iot  hearken  to  this  requeftw    But 
among  the  few  great  men  wbofe  counfel  wa&  o{ 
fl^lliKKnent,  w^efi^v^al  fecret  friends  tp  Peter. 
TiMiP  ihewed  by  a  multitude  of  arguments,  that 
it  bebovid  theff^  aa  tending  to  the.  good  of  the 
C^t^mtry^  to  j^  out*  mure  work,  for  the .  i^ltaa* 
jj^cady.hanfled  9^  two  Mes^  and  thus  by  di« 
vifUngito  weak^  l)is: forces*    Doubtlefe  thefe 
9/iffiSsf^  cared  ie&  about  weakening;  the  Turkt 
^hfin^c^  ieflbwns  th^  credit  of  the  prefi^nt.  admiT 
DuftiqLtiqv. «.  Ti^y  forelaw.  that  little^  glory  would 
Ti^o^d  fi»|xv  this  war»  and  were  in  hopes  that 
lb«rdiiplearure»  if  it  turned  out  badly >  would,  fiadl 
fl^p^^wbJ^*    Befides^  a  war  Qflferodthe  bed 
tnraua/or  getting  rid  of  6alit3in,.an4  in  his  ab^ 
i^fife^  of  b^iug  more^fUve  in  favour  of  Peter,  who 
m^^ifc^^y  []ji^86JJ(hewed  himfelf  worthy  of 
(Uting  00  the  throne  of  his  anceftors.    They 
frerfs  therefore  fo  inceflant,  and  fo  e^meA  in  their 
l^^citatLMs  with  Sophia  and  Galitsdn,  and  aP- 
IfKted  fo  vehemently  that  Galitzin  w^  the  only 
MP  flm?fi%d  for  conducing  this  war  vvrith  fuc; 
.  y^y  II.  £  cefs. 
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cefs,  that  the  latter,  though  fo  ftrenaoufly  agsunft 
h  at  the  firft,  at  length  complied,  and  put  bim>> 
felf  at  the  head  of  the  army.  He  was  thotoughjy 
fenfible  of  what  his  enemies  knew,  and  what  the 
fequel  proved,  that  Ke  liad  no  talents  for  a  mifi^ 
tary  cbmmander.       He   confumed   the  whole 
campaign  in  marches  and  countermarches,  with- 
out gaining,  though  with  an  army  of  300,006 
men,  a  (ingle  advantage  over  the  enemy,  and  yet 
40;Ooo  of  his  people 'fell  facrifices  to  this  frutt* 
lefs  campaign.     Indeed  the  friends  of  Sophia 
and  Galitzin  were  continually  caufing  ialTe  ac* 
counts  of  vidories  gained  by  the  Ruffians  to  be 
circulated  in  Mofco ;  and,  calling  the  blame  6f 
the  failure  of  the  campaign  on  the  hcitman  of  the 
kozaks,  whom  they  adually  fent  to  Siberia,  on 
difbanding  the  foldiers  at  the  end  of  the  cam« 
paign  they  even  diftributed  rewards  among  themi 
—  for  nothing.  But  all  this  did  not  impofe  upon 
the  people ;  and  a  general  averfion  enfuied  againft 
Sophia  and  Galitzin,   which  was  greatly  in-' 
creafed  by  an  equal  want  of  fuccefs  in  the  fol- 
lowing campaign  of  1687.     Undoubtedly  onjs 
circumftance  contributed  in  no  fmall  degree  to 
diminifh  the  luftre  of  both  thefe  campaigns,  AH 
one  part  of  the  army  wiihed  well  to  Peter,  and 
therefore  was  not  defiroui  that  OaUtsdn  fboiiM 
be  fucce&ful,  and  the  influence  of  him  Mi 
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Sophia  be  thereby  augmented,  but  rathet  dc- 
voutly  hoped  to  fee  the  downfall  of  the  prefect 
*{oyeniinent  and  the  elevation  of  Peter*. 

Peter^  friends,  during^  the  abfence  of  Ga- 
litzih,  were  extremely  induftrioiis  in  fUpporting 
tbe'clalms  of  that  prince  to  the  ibfolute  mo* 
narchy.  ^  The  following  was  one  of  the  methods 
adopted  for  forming  a  party  in  his  behalf*  He 
repaired  to  a  village  not  far  from  Mofco^  where 
he  admitted  a  number  of  youiig  people  to  his 
company  and  into  his .  fervice,  many  of  whom 
were  fons  of  the  principal  families  of  the  em- 
pire.  Tbey  were  generally  called  the  tzar's 
playmates  f)  and  it  even  feemed  at  firft,  that  the 
object  of  this  conneflibh  was  nothing  more  than 
diverfiori,  entertainment,  and  pleafure.  The 
real  aim  of  it^  however,  was  far  greiiter  and' 
more  extenfive ;  for  the  youths  who  here  daily 
aflbciated  with  Peter  acquired  fuch  an  attach- 
meni  to  his'perfon  as  was  never  to  be  e]fiu:ed, 
iSidliecaine  his  mdft  feithftil  adherents.  The 
|jrbbability  that  he  would  one  day  be  lole  tzar 
brougtit  con(\antly  new  accellions  of  young  men 
Info  this  fociety }  *  and .  it  grew  up  into  a  fmall 

ft 

^  '^^  Siicli  WM  tkc  ftQtifhttnUy  for  Mamfde,  of  Ltf^rt  and 
lCkvMii»  bofthiim  {xjfnds  of  Pei«,  wkoiOuuk  thf  campaign 

mkifk  himi^^^^^"^'^  "^y  of  ^«  oficov  ^fljiivatca  ^ 

p^moj  held  the  fioae  opinion. 
^  Potcfehiiire.  <         .  * 

2  2  company. 
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company,  at  Ae  head  of  whkh  i^ras  L^fef t  *. 
The  tzar  bimfelf  began   as  a  drammer^  and 

*  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  Lcfort  had  great  influence 

in  the  forming  of  Peter*s  charadcr,  and  on  his  undertakings 

afterwards,  though  all  that  Peter  did  cannot  propferly  be 

afcrfbcd  to  him ;  for,  without  the  thirft  of  knowledge,  the 

perfcveranoe  and  the  unabated  emulftiton  by  which  ihe  (atter 

WM.a&uatedf  all  hts  intercourfc  with  Lefort  wotdd  have 

operated  nothing.     On  a  different  foil  the  fame  feed  would 

Tiever  have  come  to  maturity,  much  lels  have  borne  the 

fruit  it  did  with  Peter.     Lefort  w?ls  born  at  Geneva  in 

1652,  and  defigned  by  bis  parents  for  commerce.     But  jiis 

ac\tTe  miftd  and  lively  imaginatton  led  Mm  into  ft  difloltttt 

«niy  d£  life,  in  coitfequcacc  of  whtth  he  got  deeply  in  ddit^ 

and  in  oonfeguence  of   hit^  dd^ts  left  Genevai  wihit  to 

Marfeilles,  and  became  a  cadet.    After  remaimng-  there 

fome  time,    he  travelled  to  Holland*  enlifted   under,  an 

officer  'who  was  raifmg  foldiers  for  tzar  Alexey*  and  fo 

came  to  Archangel.     Alexey  in  the  meantime  dying,  no 

farther  ooncem  was  taken  at  Archangel  about  the  ni^:raifed 

foreign  troops.     Upon  this  Ikcfort  proceeded  !to  *MDfco» 

wliere  he  aa  fpeedily  made  himfelf  .mailer  of  the  niiSan  Ian* 

guage,  as  he  had  before  acquired  the  dutch  and  german» 

and  became  fecretary  to  the  danifh  ambafTador.  His  jQ^riking 

figure  and  Engaging  manners  procured  him  accefs  to  the 

]boft:diflin^rifhed.fftmtlies^  atid^he  fuon  married -a  y6img 

lady  with  a  large  fortune.     In  thefe  circumftances  he  fouqd 

an  opportunity  ^f  making  himfelf  known  to  the  tzar,  who 

prefently  felt  an  Mtachment  for  Che  fbreigner  "W^iO'haA  €ii« 

ttrely  educated  himfelf^  and  who,  without  any  literflry4ic^ 

^uirements,  pofTefTcd'  extenfive  ki^iyvirMgey  and  he^mant  iiia 

avowed  patron  and  friend.    Peter  learnt  dutch  (tJ^gifniaLn 

of 
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fSTVed  j;>rogreifiveIy  upwards  through  the  fisvera} 
rank$»  .a&  every  one  wai  obliged  to  do  who  w^ 
admitted  into,  this  corps.  The  novelty  <^  the 
^ffiiir^  the  affability  of  Peter,  and  Lefort's  exer* 
VK^y  co-operated  in  continually  adding,  to  iti 
npgahers  ;  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  the  village  was ' 
too  ixnali  to  contain  it,  and  a  part  was  pbi^ed  to 
remove  into  another.  Sophia  at  fir&  SoreHKf 
none  of  the  efieds  which  might,  and  indeed  mi^ 


of  hinif  and  Lefort  was  his  daily  compamoq.  The  tzztf 
finding  between  him  and  Lefort  fuch  a  conformity  of  incli* 
nations  and  ideas,  made  him  the  confident  of  aO  his  pro- 
je£b*  and  oonftantly  applied  to  him  for  advice.  He  even 
authorized  him  to  check,  him  in  his  extcavaganf:es9  i^nd-  tp 
foothe  him  in  thofe  burfts  of  paiHon  to  which  he  was  unfor- 
tunately fubjefly  and  fometimes,  mixing  with  the  intoxication 
anfing  from  ihx^ng  liquors^  rendered  him  furious.  At  fuch 
times  only  Lefort  could  dare  to  fpeak  to  him  $  and,  in  re- 
l»roving  him  for  his  intempeFROce  and  madnefs,  he  has  eveo 
been  known  to  ufe  violence  for-  checking  his  impetuous  ca- 
reer. Jt  was  not,  however,  .without  danger  that  Lefort 
could  venture  on  thefe  bold  offices  of  zeal.  Peter  was  once 
on  the  point  of  ftabbing  him ;  but  on  regaining  the  equi- 
poSkr  of  his  mind,  he  embraced  Lefort  and  afked  his  pardon. 
Pttcr  havijtg  given  him  a  company,  next  made  him  general, 
then  admiral,  Uvedwcith  him  on  the. footing  of  a  friend,  and 
on  his  death  interred  him  like  a  prince.  Pity  that  Lefort, 
by  his  excefles  in  the  early  part  of  life,  brought  on  himfelf  a 
premature  deathi  being  only  in  his  forty-iixth  year  when  he 
died. 

E  3  naturally 
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naturally  flow  from  fuch  an  inftitiatton ;  w^  p^^ 
haps,  ihe  thought  herfclf  too  fecure'to  allow  any 
fugg^ipn  of  alarm  to  enter  her  mind,  and  took 
so  ferther  notice  of .  it  than  as  an  infignificant 
youthful  paftime.     Befides,  as  feveral  of  this 
company,  with  whom  the  tzar  was  txtreAiely 
familiar,  Lefort,  a  certain  Galitzux  *,  and  othem, 
lived  rather  diforderly^  bad  frequent  entertain- 
ments,  carouzinga,  and  the  like  jovial  parties, 
and  were  therefore  more  likely  to  lead  Peter  into 
es^travagancies^  than  to  lifeful  knowledge  and  to 
habits  of  aftiyity,  Sophia  g^ve  (lerfeif  no  concern 
;ibout  th(»n»  in  the  hopes  that,  this  Uceutipiv 
mode  of  life  would  prevent  the  tear  from  turning 
his  mind  to  the  afiairs  of  government,  might 
even  at  length  draw  upon  him  the  odium  of  the 
nation,  and  thereby  confirm  her  authority  the 
more.     But  (he  was  miftaken.     Amidft  the 
libertinifm  and  diffipation  in  which  Peter  was  ap?- 
parently  palling  his  days,  his  great  mind  was 
ever  watchful,  his  underftanding  was  unfolding 
itfelf  from  d^y  to  d^y»  and  his  adivity  was  con- 
ilantly   increafmg.     Lefort   in)parte4  to  him 
much  knowledge  in  their  converiations,  at  their 
repaiis,  and  even  over  their  wine,  called  his  at- 
tention to  a  variety  of  objeds,  rouzed  his  curio- 

« 

•  A  coufm  of  die  miniftcr. 

fity. 
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iit^,  expldned  to  him  ftich  dtffiotldes  as  b« 
ftarted»  and  Peter  now  foon  began  to  refleA  on 
fcinQifelf,  on  lus  ftation^  and  on  the  nature  of  the 
country  which  be  was  called  to  govei^nl  He 
thtm  tBOkic  it  his  bufiiM^fs  to  gain  foine  knpw- 
ledgem  fhe  arts  of  ix)Kcy  and  war.  Lefbrt,  who 
jiad  been  an  attentivis  obfenrer  of  whatever  had 
paffed  within  his  view^had  acquired  a  confiderable 
ftbre  of  various  kinds  of  ii^formarion^  and'  was 
fiaturally  of  a  thoughtful  and  penetrating  difpo- 
fition,  at  die  lame  dme  ingenious  in  ufing  the 
ikilf  and  esqperience  he  had  acquired,  took  ever/ 
occafioa  of  mftUling  into  PetePs  mind  the  im- 
firovements  and  advantages  of  other  kingdoms 
and  ftates,  in  regard  to  military  difcipKne^  go- 
vernment,  hws,  commerce,  arts,  manufaflures, 
iand  trade.  Peter  prefently  felt  an  ardent  defire 
to  procure  thefe-  advantages  to  his  empire.  To 
dus  end  k  was  abfohitely  nedefiary  that  he 
ftould  have  the  government  folely  in  his  own 
hands.  As  throughout  the  whole  ruffian  hiftory 
to  that  time  there  had  not  been  one  eacample  of 
a  female  reign ;  as  Peter,  who  bad  now  attained 
Us  feventeenth  year,  had  a  right  to  claim  the 
government,  the  incapacity  of  Ivan  being  gene* 
rally  allowed ;  in  ihort,  encouraged  by  the  una- 
'nimous  intreaty  of  his  friends  and  adherents  to 
fecuie  to  himfelf  the  fole  fovereignty,  the  fpirit 
-  s  4  of 
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tt$  letar  -was  r^Mdi  The  i^ry  prince  Vfhtek 
Sophia  had  nil  along  regard^rd  as  a  frivotow 
y^uth,  4t  fof  noxtmdniMsd  aii^  regtriar  icotafk  of 
fiiOion,  and  incompetent  to  tfaa  ^rduouv  afiaira  of 
gifSrrernmfent)  difplay^d  sdl  at  once  fuch  a  dpirit  of 
iHiierprUb,  Svith'  foch  energy  ^and  perfererance  a 
Mmtiever  ho"  undtirtook,  cfaat  ^8opMa  and  lier 
pany-were  alarmed,  the  friends  and  adhercntt 
<tf  Peter  were  del^hted  and  concurred  zealovfly 
with  hian^  vfaile  the  xatbn  at  large  admired  aad 
fcared  the  -CDengeons  tzar^ 

In  July  1689  the  difiatgreements  «betlveeQ  flster 
and  Sophia  camfe  to  a  formal  rupture  ^^  jonooc^ 
^fion  of  ike  meeting  at  a  folemn  offioe  of  xtii^ 
^on#  Peter  was  prefent .  as  t^ar,  and  Sophia 
infifted  on  attending  the  foknmity  as  jegent ;  it 
is  even  aflSamed  that  flie  demanded  the  prifidpal 
place*  Thss  Peter  refii&d  to  allow ;  Sofrfiia  wis 
peremptory  in  hea  claim ;  oti  which  tihe  tsar  e^ 
tirely  withdrew  m  difpleafure«  The  theatae  cat 
which  the  ibvereignty  was  to  be  conlendedi  for 
was  now  opened,  the  two  pavties  had  in  a  manner 
declared  war,  a  war  which  nuift  end  in  the 
vifitovy  of  the  one  and  the  downfall  of  the  other* 

*  Sophia  and  Peter  had  had  frequent  altercations,  wbeo 
the  latter  frequented  the  iittiogs  of  the  national  council 
where  (he  prefided,  and  would  not  ac|X>mmodate  hiinfelf  to 
hpr  inclination  in.  everything. 

Peter, 


Peter,  with  his  court  and  his  friends^  tepmei 
m  the  month  of  Augnft  once  more  to  the  forti* 
fiedimonafttfj  of  the  holy  trinity,  whkher  ht. 
«as  &Mofwed  bf  moft  of  the  foreigners  among 
the>  troops,  officers  an!  privates,  at  his  body- 
f^id   to  fecurfe  his  perfon  from  an  attack, 
dophia  now  again  threw  lierfelf  into  the  arms 
of  the  (trelkaes*    if  heir  leader,  named  Scheglo- 
vitoi,  mgaged  to  remove  Peter  out  of  the  way, 
but  -^  the  projed  ndfcatried.    In  the  mean 
time,  as  a  great  nnmber  of  defenders  had  re* 
forted  to  Peter,  as  ef?en  the  puUic  vokre  of  the 
nation  was  on  the  fide  of  the  enterprifmg  tzar, 
and  as  particularly  the  black  deHgn  of  Sophia 
to  have  him  made  away  with  had  degraded  her 
ftSl  fewer  in  the  eyes  of  the  people ;  and  the 
(Irelitzes,  as  they  had  already  (hewn,  not*  being 
Ibldien  on  whole  bravery  any    reliance  could 
be  m^de,  the  oo-foverengn  held  it  bed  to  abaa- 
don  the  way  of  violence  and  to  adopt  die  arts  of 
gentlenefs.      She  offered  her  hand  to  an  accom- 
modation, and  fent  mediators  to  that  purpofe ; 
but  iPeter  convinced  them  of  Sophia's  bafe  de- 
figns,  and  they  remamed  with  him.     Sophia  at 
length  fet  out  herfelf.     On  the  road  Ae  was  met 
by  perfons  fent  from  Peter,  who  informed  her 
that  he  would  not  fpeak  to  her,  and  ordered, 
as  tzar,  the  immediate  furrender  of  the  com- 
mander 
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mahder  of  the  ftrellrses*  He  was  beheaded, 
and  the  other  confpirators  p'uniflied.  (Saiitzdi 
-paid  forfeit  by.  an  exile  to  the  bordeili  p[^  Arcb- 
angel  *y  and  the  avfovereign  So^a  bad  lier  head 
•ihav«d  and  was  oUiged  to  retire  to  a  omnnery 
under  the  name  of  fifter  Sufdnna*  •-^  Thus  Peier 
miw  fat  without  a  partner  upon  the  thram<  to 
wbieh  hin  right  had  been  contefteds  for  Ivan^ 
.though  he  lived  dll  1696,  was  a  mere  tmo^ 
ieoAty.  He  was  paffive  in  all  tbefe  ntynfaftiojis^ 
.  avid  both  fh>m  reverence  and  affe^oa  for  Petqr 
had  never  approved  of  the  machinatioiis  of  bis 
fifter  againft  his  brother*  — *  On  the  eleventh 
of  September  a  proclamation  was  made,  that  for 
the  future  ih  aU  public  papers  and  records  the 
name  of  the  late  regent  Sophia  would  no  bnger 
be  mentioned. 

No  fooner  had  Peter  the  fole  fover^gnty  in 
his  hands  than  he  gave  the  moft  unequivocal 
proofs  of  his  aftive  mind,  and  ihewed  tha^t  he 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  defeds  and 
infirmities  of  his  empire.  He  plainly  perceiv^ 
that  a  difdplined,  w^l-trained  valiant  army,  ac* 
cording  to .  the  prelent  eftabliihment  in  other 
countries.  Was  much  wanted  in  his  ownj  aqd 

*  IL^  r-ceivcd  for  himfelf  and  each  pcrfon  of  hit  family 

rr.e  daily  ^I'owauce  of  —  three  kopeeks  (about  three  half- 
p?rc*)  K'^  ihdr  maintainance. 

accordingly 
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acGordmgly  he  made  it  ooc  of  ^is  irft  bufiocAet^ 
ag  mMtrchi  to  put  thaari^F  on  a  bettsr  fcotip^ 
£:xcrpt  a  few  regioients  (bttioned  on  the  hon^ 
tiers,  the  ftreUtzes  at  Mofeo  were  the  only  ftand* 
ing  troops;  and  that  thefe  poflefled  left  courage 
and  difcipline  than  brutal  loroetty »  they  had  fop^ 
niihed  fcveral  gbiiog  proofed  On  the  brelUw^ 
out  of  a  watt  befides  the  ftrelkzet^  the  nohiltty 
were  fummoned  to  the  field  with  their  retaJam  } 
but  they  appeared  undUcipfined,  anoed  in  viri* 
ou$  ineth<kb>  fome  weiUrloathed  but  othora  in 
ragged  array.  Such  a  conftitutioa  waa  attended 
by  many  dibdvantages :  Petm*  therefore  refolyed 
to  fwm  a  great  (landing  army,  to  be  at  once 
better  disciplined  and  better  ezerciied;  and  to 
this  end  he  appointed  Gordon,  a  Scotfman,  and 
Lefort,  the  Genevan,  to  raife  regiments  *,  which 
in  thdr  whde  conftitutbn,  drefa,  and  military 
cxerdfes  fliould  be  formed  entirely  after  the 
model  of  the  european  tix^ops. 

*•  Lefort  hiul  a  rcgisKnt  of  i2,coo  men.  The  greater 
'  partf  as  in  Gprdon'a  regiments,  coniifled  of  foreigners. 
In  Lefort's  regiments  there  were  about  3CX)  huguenots 
^one  who  had  fled  from  France  on  account  of  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  edi&  of  Nantes  in  1685.  Among  Gordon's 
foldaers  were  great  numbers  of  Scotfmen  who  had  left  their 
native  country  on  aocouat  of  the  tnmbka  widi  which  it  was 
then  afliftcd. 

While 


VSbUe  Peter  w^s.  (Kik  >in4ju(triqui|y  employed 
kk  reforming  liis.  army,  h£|  qo^c^ved  tlie  ilill 
mora  urdeixt  d^e.of.haviqg  a.  pavy^  and  fooo 
'^  fet.iiiflifelf  to  work  9t  iC$  accompiifbm^t.  What 
fixft  prompted  his  .scaal  to .  this  undertakiag  was, 
^  ibUowing  drcumflance,   tjiou^h  it  would 
ceitai&ly  have  arifen  foooer  cr  latf^r  in  Peter'i^ 
mind  "Without  that  oocaflon.     Be^ng  ^  a  plea- 
Aipe4ioufe  of  his  father's  he  faw.aa  englifh  boat 
lying  negleded.    This  attracted  his  eyer-aAive 
iuriofity  j  and,  in.  the  coarfe  of  his  inquiries 
about  it)  he  learnt  that  the  builder  of  this  veflel 
was  Brandt,  a  Dutchman,  who  was  Aill  living 
in  Mofco*    The  boat-builder  was  immisdiately 
fent  for  «md  received  orders  from  P^er  to  coxi^ 
tkvdSL  feveral  vefleis  in  which  th^  i^c^^rch  and 
his  attendants  n^i^  fail  about  the  rivers  and 
l{J(es  in  the  vicinity  pf  Mofco,    By  this  pra£tice 
he  got  in  a  ihort  time  fuch  a  tafte  for  the  ar.t 
of  fiiip-building  and  the  whole  fydem  of  marine, 
that  he  took  a  journey  to  Archangel  in  order 
to  in^'£l  the  feveral  (hips  in  that  harbour,  and 
to  acquaint  himfelf  ftill  farther  with  naval  affairs. 
At  Archangel  he  caufed  a  large  veffel  to  be  built, 
w^  jLU  a^ttentive  obferver  of  the  whole  work  as  it 
proceeded,  employed  hioifelf  in  makinn;  draw- 
ings and  models  of  {hips,  occaiGoyBally  put  his 
hand  to  the  labour,  and  very  often  afied  the 

part 


part  of  the  fteerfnian.  Tt  feeftif  6c^u»ed  tb  fuch 
a  reflefting  mmtf  as  Peter^s^'fhat  a  triarin*  *hift 
be  of  fignal  advantage  to  a  country.  Kte  faw4fi 
the  port  of  Archangel  th^  ?hfl*ence  of  a  ittVeti 
on  the  trade,  the  commercej  and  the  \«^0fe 
bufmefs  of  a  nation ;  and  all  this  accelerated  tfce 
completion  of  the  wifli  he  had  alresldy  fortilerf 
to  have  a  navy.  To  incite'  hii  people  to  cotti- 
tnerce,  and  thereby  to  diligence  and  adkfvity 
by  navigation,  and  by  a  fleet  to  increafe  the 
refpeft  and  the  power  of  his  empire,  werfc 
the  two  plans,  in  the  execBtton  whereof  he 
was  now  as  feduloufly  employed  as  in  tlie  better 
formation  of  ht^  army.  To  the  accomplifliaient 
of  his  defign>  however,  it  was  a-  great  impedL 
ment  that  Ruflia  had  fo  little  water.  The  povt 
of  Archangel  was  adapted  to  the  purpofcs  of 
commerce  ;  but  it  was  not  entirely  fit  for  the  ufes 
bf  a  navy,  as  the  White- fea  is  fcarcely  navigable 
£x  months  in  the  year,  and  Archangel  is  fituate 
at  a  great  diftance  from  the  refb  of  Europe^ 
Peter  was  rather  defirous  to  acquire  water  on 
the  fide  of  the  Euxine  and  the  Cafpian,  or  in 
the  parts  of  the  Baltic,  as  ntoie  convenient  for 
the  fitting  out  of  a  fleet  and  offering  grtatsr  i)p» 
portunidLes  fer  commerce.  Bdtk  of  thefti  views 
in  the  fequd  Tucceeded. 

•  •     •  • 

The 
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■ 

The  'war  between  die  Tutks  and  the  ?ok^ 

MfM  not  yet  brought  to  a  termmation.    Peter 

refolved,  notwithftandiog  the  unfuccefsful  cam- 

paigtii  of  Galitzin,  to  take  once  more  a  fliarein 

It)  placing  no  fmall  confidence  at  this  time  in 

thfs  new  regulations  he  had  introduced  into  the 

army.    Indeed  he' would  have  been  kble' to  ac- 

complifli  more,  if  in  the  firft  campaign  he  could 

have  a&ed  by  fea ;  but  the  vefieis  which  he 

•caufed  to  be  built  for  that  purpofe  were  not  yet 

{[1695]  ready,  and  therefore  all  depended  on 

this  occafion  on  the  land  forces.    To  get  po£- 

feffion  of  Azof,  then  belonging  to  the  Turks^ 

and,  as  that  fortrefs  ftands  at  the  exit  of  the 

Don  into  the  Euxine,  to  gaui  an  inteirourfe 

with  that  fea,  was  Peter's  plan. 

In  this  campaign  he  gave  a  good  tellbn  to  the 
nobfliry  of  the  empire.  The'  monarch .  declined  to 
t^e  upon  him  the  chief  command,  cbufing  rather 
^to  fenre  as  a  volunteer ;  though  it  would  have  bee& 
very  eafy  for  him,  even  fuppofing  him  to  hare 
niiderftood  but  very  little  of  military  orders,  ro 
faiave  a£led  as  commander  in  chief  by  the  advice 
of  a  council :  intending  by  this  to  teach  his 
nobles  that  talents  aiid  (kill  are  not  innate,  but 
muft  be  acquired ;  and  therefore  he  appointed 
Gordon,  Lefort,  Scheremetof,  and  Schdn  com- 
manders of  his  army,  while  he  himfelf  attended 

this 
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this  campjugn  ta^  a  pnpi).  in,  the  xuilitaiy  art. 
However^  the.luccefa  .of  the  .caiDpS(igii . was  hj 
no  means  hriUiant^  onlyi  the  capture  of  a  conple 
$^,  fgrts  before.  Azof:  the  afiailaJiHs  found  it  Un- 
.|X)fiihieto  take  the  citadel  itfelf  even  by  ftorjsi^ 
and  .they  wex^ . obliged  to  abaxKlon.  the  fiege. 
JPetcr,  however,  was  not  diiheartenqd  by  this 
iiailnre^  but  af^ed  hioifelf  tto  repair  the  nn£- 
takes  and  neiglefts  to  which  the  illrfuccefs  of  the 
cano^paign  was  owing,  ;hat.hp  might  proceed  with 
frefii  vigour  to  the  accompUIhmeat  of  his  defign. 
That  the  whole  army  was  divided  into  three 
corps  independent  on  each  other  j  that  there  was 
a  ^eat  deficiency  in  artillery,  and  efpeciaUy  in 
tranQ>ort  veflels,  for  preventing  the  Turks  from 
'/applying  the  fonrefs  ^ith  provifions  from  the 
itoter-fide,  were  the  caufes  which  rendered  in* 
e&Soal  the  fitft  attack  an  Azof.  Peter  re- 
moved them  all.  He  gave  the  chief  command 
to  'Schein,  obtained  artiUerifts  and  engineecs 
from  the  emperor,  fr(»n  the  dedor  of  Bran- 
denburg, and  frpm  the  Dutch;  and  had  like- 
wife  the  fatis^£tion  ^  bemg  now  fupported  in 
the  fecond  campaign  [16963  by  feveral  tran(l 
sports,  with  the  affiftance  whereof  he  beat  the 
Turks  at  fea,  and  thereby  at  length  became 
mafter  of  Azof.  This  firft  vidory  of  his  pardf 
new-conftituted  army,   and  of  his  newly«acf« 

quired 


64  '  RIBTOBR.T  )07 ; WTSSI A. 

quired  Utile  fleet,  he  isfplsed  to  ^fifsy  befitfe 
his  people,  vthak  afFefkicms  he  had  ctp^i^atdl 
in  the  interiin  betAveen  the  two  -campaigiu;,  bf 
bis  care  in  procuring  a  fu[^Iy  of  com  in  a  isUfiA 
of  great  fcarcity,  in  order  .therd)^  to  rouze  theoi 
irom  their  ina^vity,  and  to  in^ire  them  with 
confidence  in  the  tzar's  icmovatkms,  Vfhxda  in 
^ther  reQ>eQ:  could  not  be  better  done  ifaaa 
by  ihewing  thein  thdr  fruits.  He  acocffdinglx 
appointed  a  triumphal  proceiSon  into  Mofco^ 
fimilar  to  the  triumphal  entries  vof  tbeauofltf: 
Romans ;  thus  by  publicly  rewarding  ttiQ.  JSs|- 
.diersfor  their  bravery,  haOaorc  to  qiiiek^i^^i^ 
fenfe  of  honour,  and  by  thU  foleiwityjo  xaife  i|i 
the  breafts  of  die  fpe^atora  a  yeoeratiq^  £er 
courage  and  intrepidity^,  h^rt^  jas  a^di&kkal^ 
and  Schein  as  commandeer  j^  chief  of  the  hm4 
forces,  5vert  the  iprindpal.  perfonages  in'.jiiiis 
triumphal  procefiion,  vbik  Peter  was  loft  with- 
out diftindion  m  the  crowd  of.  officers,'*^  thiis 
-pufaCcly  flienrkig  his  own  greatnefs  of  mind-Wfi 
-teftif^g  to  the  whde  nation,  for  theic .  eafiou* 
xagi^nent  to  excel,  that  he  would  only  necom- 

.  penfe  merit. 

; .  launediately  on  bis  happy  return  from  'this 
fcQQDd  campa^n,  Peter  employed  his  thoughts 
in. fqrihing.  plans  for  benefking  his  emphe  b^ 
.the  «cmit^  ;of  the . Eivpne. thus  forcibly  .ob« 
^       :'  14  tained. 


takied*  tie  relbked  iocosAmSt  a4eet Gn  tfaot 
iba*;  -but^  as  his  tevenues  alone  were  not  AificieiK 
ibr  its  fiquifMe&t  at  once,  be  put  out  a  proda- 
aoatmn  commanding  the  patriarch  and  the  other 
dignitaries  of  the  church,  die  nobility,  and  mer- 
chants, to  fhew  their  patriotifm  by  a  pecuniaiy 
QOBtribcttion  for  fitting  out  a  certain  number  of 
iUps,  while  he  himfdf  engaged  to  get  ready 
feMrai  others.  WfthiH  three  yearr the  fleet  was 
to  be 'fit  for  fea,  and  therdbre  the  work  was  im- 
mediately begun  and  condnued  with  the  Aitmoft 
expedtdoD,  as  any  omiffion  of  compliance  wiAi 
the  orders  in  the  d^ree  was  rigoroully  attended 
with  heavy  penalties. 

As  none  other  than  foreign  workmen,  partJ* 
cularly  Dutchmen  and  Italians,  could  be  em^^ 
•  jrtoycd  •  in  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  ^  thefe 
ilMpe,  Peter^fent'feveral  young  Ruflians,  to  qualify 
tkemfelves  for  being  their  affiftants  afterwards, 
to  Vcnke,  Leghorn  and  Holland,  to  fhtdytfae 
art  of  fbip-buHding  there,  and  others  to  Ger- 
many tf>  learn  the  ftience  of  war,  as  the  german, 
aitiUerifts  and  engineers  bad  been  of  Very  great 
fervice .  to  him  at  Azof.    But,  not  content  with 
merely  prefcribing  'to  others  the  way  for  ac- 
quiring fcvcral  branches  of  knowledge  bene- 
ficial to  the  'nation^  he  came  to  the  refolation 
to  travel  bimfelf  into  foreign  countries,  to  es&mine 

VOL.  IT.  F  with 
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vnih  his  own  eyes  their  feveral  advanta^^ 
to  propagate  them  in  his  empire,  to  transfiife 
more  activity,  induftry,  and  diligence  into  the 
great  mafs  of  his  fubjeds,  and  by  that  means 
to  render  his  country  more  profperotis  and 
powerful. 

Shortly  before  this  journey, .  however,  Peter 
very  narrowly  efcaped  being  fent  into  another 
world,  as  a  great  number  of  his  fubjed:s  were 
highly  ^diflatisiied  with  the  various  alterations 
that  were  going  forward.  Whatever  he  did  was 
unlike  to  anything  they  had  been  accuftomed 
to  in  the  former  tzars;  nay,  his  behaviour  in 
general  was  the  very  reverfe  bf  theirs.  The 
former  tzars,  for  inftance,  (hewed  themfelves 
very  rarely  to  the  people,  appearing  only  on 
particular  folemnities  in  afiatic  pomp  and  a  cum- 
berfome  parade,  to  ^xcite  the  awful  admiration 
of  a  wondering  populace,  who  gazed  at  them  with 
the  fame  religious  veneration  with  which  they 
beheld  the  relics  of  their  faints ;  and,  having  thus 
gratified  their  flavilh  curiofity,  returned  in  majelUc 
ftate  to  the  Kremlin,  the  tzarian  palace  at  Mofco. 
—  But  Peter  was  every  day  to  be  fecn,  one 
while  exercifmg  his  troops,  at  another  converg- 
ing in  the  public  places,  and  then  vifiting  the 
workfhops  and  private  perfons.  His  whole  be- 
haviour therefore  was  extremely  different  from 

that 
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that  of  the  ancient  tzars,  and  coilfequently  num* 
bers  of  RuQians  fhook  their  heads  at  it.    But 
likewife  the  regulations  he  introduced  naturally 
excited  difcontent,  fince  they  were  innovations  ; 
and  even  in.  enlightened  countries  as  they  are 
called,  every  innovation,  however  rational  and 
profitable,  is  loudly  enough  decried  to  prevent 
us  from  being  furprifed  at  the  Ruffians  of  Pe- 
ter's times  for  their  not  approving  of  his  alter- 
ations.   That  Peter  kept  up  a  greater  {landing . 
army  — *  that  he  was  conllantly  limiting   the 
power  of  the  ftrelitzes  —  that  he  made  no 
greater  account  of  a  nobleman  than  of  a  burgher 
—  that  he  had  many  foreigners  about  .him^ 
wbo^i  he  promoted  and  rewarded  —  that  he 
himfelf  ferved  upwards  m  the  army  from  the 
loweft  ranks  *«  that  he  caufed  a  navy  to  be 
built,  and  compelled  the  clergy  and  others  to 
open  their  coflfers  for  the  equipment  of  it  — 
that  he  fent  a  number  of  young  Ruffians  into 
heretical  countries,  even  to  Italy,  the  feat  of  the 
pope^  the  abomination  of  the  Ruffians,  though 
it  had  always  been  prohibited  to  travel  out  of 
the  cbuntry  —  that,  in  fliort,  he,  the  tzar  him- 
felf, was  determined  to  travel  abroad,  and  pro- 
bably  at  his  return  would  pefter  them  with  fijll 
more  innovati9ns :  —  all  thefe  circumftances 
feemed  to  a  great  part  of  the  Ruffians  fo  qi- 

F.2  dreljr 
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tirely  out  ^  rule,  and  fe  utterly  hoMe  to  all 
tlieir  hei>edkary  ufages,  that  muritmrs  began  to  be 
pretty  plainly  heard  ki  feveral  parts  of  the  em« 
ph^.  Indeed  they  arofe  merely  from  the  igno- 
rant and'  vulgar;  for  tlje  more  ienfibte  part  of 
the  nation  very  clearly  pereeived  that  the  plant 
and  regulations  of  the  tzar  wefe  calculated  fdr 
the  lafding  advantage  of  the  country.  Some 
liAaSgnant^  however,  conceived  the  horrible  do- 
Cgn  of  &rfl  imirderkig  Pet^,  then  mafTacrkig 
'iht  foreigners  who  had  gained  hi$  efteem,  and 
laftly,  of  fetching  Sophia  out  of  the  convent  and 
proclaiming  her  fovereign.  But  this  plot  was 
^Iffksewife  happily  defeated  *,  and  Peter  refcued. 

The 

*  •  The  circumilanccs  of  this  plot  to  murder  Peter  arc 

related  in  a  very  credibk  narrative  in  the  following  manner* 

A  number  of  (trelitzes/ particularly  exafperated  at  the  re- 

'Ibrm  of  the  troops^and  the  employment  of  foreignen,  had 

-agreed  to  make  away  with  the  tzar.     1%ey  met  iSieisfore 

otie  day  at  noon  at  the  houfe  of  a  (irelits»  named  Sukanioy 

the  chief  of  the  confpiracyy  intending  to  remain  there  till 

al^out  midniglity  then  to  (ct  fire  to  a  houfe  adjacent  to  the 

"*  tzar's  palace,  ahd  when  the  tzar,  according  to  his  cuftom, 

'tiiottldtappear  to^give  dire^liona  about  the  means  of  ftop- 

.  ping  ite  pr^grefa^  to  aiFailinate  4um  in  the  crowd.     Bot, 

i  two  of  thefe  cosfpirators,  being  flung  with  remorfe  previous 

to  the  execution  of  their  ploty  opened  themfelves  to  each. 

other^  and  obtained  leave  of  the  reft  to  go  home  and  pafa 

in  fleep  the  faocrrs  till  msdnigfat  that  ihey  nright  be  the 

more 
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zdx  now  undertook  his  firft  jbucney^com- 
the  gOYernment  for  a  time  to  Ibme  oi 
bk  trufty  counfettors,  for  th£  £ike^acqiMriiig, 
by  travel  and  converfe^  more  ikiil  ia  the  an  of 
government,  and  thus  to  qualify  bimfelf  more 
worthily  to  difcharge  the  duties  o^  a  Mikr. 


m 

more  alert  for  their  purpofe  at  that  time.     Inftead,  how- 
ever, of  doing  as  they  propofed,  they  repaired  to  Peter,  and 
difclofed  to  bim  the  whole  of  the  horrid  defign.     Peter 
immediately  wrote  to  the  captain  of  ODe^  of  the  regimenta 
of  guards,  commanding  him  tQ  inveft  SuJ^aipin's  koufe  ia 
perfcdi  iilence  at  ten  o'clock.     In  his  hurry  he  wrote  eltv^ 
inflead  of  ten.     He  himfelf  proceeded,  juft  after  ten,  ta 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  houfe,  in  the  expectation  of  find- 
ing all  in  readincfs ;  but  was  much  furprifed  at  not  feeing 
the  guard.     Heanng  a  great  noift  iti  the  houfe,  he  evea 
ventured,  iof  4nd  fuddenly  fouqd  himf<4f  in  tl^  m»dft  of  hj^ 
fwom  enemies.     Inftead  of  being  ftruck  with  awe  dX  W^ 
prefence,  they  thought  this  the  luckieft  opporVvmity  for 
making  fure  of  their  purpofe.     He  defired  that  he  might 
not  interrnpt  them  at  their  mirth,  fat  down  and  drank  with 
them,  and  fliewc d  himfelf  in  high  i^ritt*      The  ooii^ra-« 
tors  drank  bohHy  to  himy  mid.  were  gtvilK  ^n^  WOikfeT  tto 
wink  to  fall  upon  him,  when  the  c^ptaia  of  the  |^«ard,  who 
had  furrounded  the  houfe  in  perfect  fileuce,  entered  the 
room  with  fome  of  his  pepple,  ytfcued  Peter,  and  arrefted 
the  confptrators,  who  were  afterwards  cruelly  put  to  death. 
PeC«r,  i^  a  paflkn,  gave  ihe  captain  a.  b^x  o&  tht  ear  for 
coming  too  late.  B^t  he  prodi^^ed  thf  tzar's  <«4|Nr  i«  whi«h 
eleven  o'dock  was  plainly  written.  Peter  immediately  ^(Ted 
him  on  the  forehead,  and  declared  him  i>lamelefs. 

f  2  It 
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It  would  lead  me  too  far  from  my  putpofe 
were  I  to  accompany  Peter  on  his  journey,  .and 
to  defcribe  everything  remarkable  m  this  extra^ 
ordinary  man.  That  belbngs  rather  ,to  his  blo- 
grs^pher.  My  province  extends  only  to  thofe 
tranlaflions  which  had  an  influence  on  his  em«- 
pire.  Lefort  and  a  few  other  per fons  travelling 
under  the  name  of  a  ruffian  embally  to  feveral 
eiiropean  courts,  he  went  incognito  in  their 
train,  through  Riga  and  Koeniglberg,  to  HoU 
land,  England,  thence  back  to  Holland,  and 
by  Drefden  to  Vienna.  His  abfence  awakened 
m  the  breaft  of  Sophia  —  who  had  per- 
haps been  implicated  in  the  plot  juft  related 
againft  Peter's  life  '—  the  defire  of  profecuting 
afrefliher  old  plan,  to  which  indeed  the  journey 
of  the  tzar  feemed  to  afford  a  convenient  op- 
portunity.   '  *• 

The  ftrelitzes  were  now  again  to  ailift  Sophia  in 
the  accomplifhment  of  her  projed.  In  the  double 
ele^on  that  had  been  made  [^^97]  ^^  ^  ^S 
of  Poland,  one  party  having  choiien  the  french 
prince  de  Conti,  and  the  other  the  elector  of 
Saxony,  Frederic  Auguilus,  Peter  declared  him« 
ielf  on  the  fide  of  Auguftus,  and  ^i  Holland 
figned  an  edid,  by  which  a  body  of  his  troops, 
chiefly  ftreKtzes,  were  ordered  to  march  to  the 
polifli  frcAiticrs,  to  be  ready  in  cafe  of  neceffity 

to 


\ 

« 


ttlSTQRY  OF   9;USSlX.  yi 

to  fupport  AuguftM  againft  the  oppofite  party. 
But  this  very  body  fuflFered  itfelf  to  be  inveigled 
into  Sophia's  prefent  attempt  to  feize  upon  the 
throne,  though  the  horrid  puniihments  which 
had  been  inflicted  on  the  late  rebels  were  fo 
recent*  Under  pretence  that  Peter  had  died 
abroad,  and  that  they  muft  go  back  to  Mofco 
to  deliver  the  throne  to  the  young  Alexey  Pe- 
trovitch,  thefe  flrelitzes  quitted  their  camp,  de- 
graded feveral  of  their  officers,  who  would  not 
turn  about  with  them,  made  choice  of  others 
fron^  tlveir  own  body,  and  took  the  road  to  the 
capital.  Thofe  troops,  however,  which  wq-e 
ftationed  in  and  about  Mofco,  and  were  mofUy 
foreigners,  marched  by  command  of  the  regency 
againft  the  rebellious  flrelitzes.  Gordon,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  thefe  troops,  firft  had  re- 
courfe  to  gei;itle  methods.  But  thefe  failing, 
and  the  flrelitzes  finding  great  •  concurrence, 
numbers  even  of  the  clergy  uniting  with  them, 
from  their  hatred  to  Peter  as  .the  friend  of  fo- 
reign heretics,  Gordon  attacked  the  rebels  in 
form^  ^beat  them,  and  kept  them  in  cuftody  till 
Peter's  return.  On  the  arrival  of  the  tzar  h« 
inflided  dreadful  puniihments  on  the  ringleaders, 
drafted  the  other  flrelitzes  into  different  regi- 
ments, aboliflied  that  appellation,  gave  all  his 
trcxips  the  name  of  foldiers,  and  took  two  ^u 

F  4  ticular 
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In  the  meantime  Peter  had  no  fooner  cor^ 
eluded  an  armiflice  for  thirty  years  with  the 
Turks,  1 699,  than  be  alfo  took  part  in  the  war 
agamd  Charles;  and,  in  1700,  penetrating  into 
Ingria,  latd  fiege  to  the  citadel  ol  Narva.  The 
TufHan  army  was  very  numerous,  and  though  it 
might  not,  as  has  been  affirmed,  confift  of 
So,ooo,  yet  it  certainty  amounted  to  at  ieaft 
40,000  men.  But  among  them*  were  only  a 
few  well-^cipSned  regiments,  in  the  whole 
perhaps  1 2,000  men,  the  reft  of  the  troops  being 
nobility  fummoned  to  attend  with  their  retinue. 
Add  to  this  the  unfortunate  jealoufy  and  diffen- 
fkms  amcmg  the  commanders.  Peter's  prefence 
mdetd  kept  them  under  fome  reftraint ;  but,  on 
bts  departure  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  more 
troops  in  the  territories  of  Pfcove  and  Novgorod, 
all  miion  was  diflblved,  and  Charles,  who  ap^* 
peared  with  8000  men,  moftly  cavalry,  on  the 
30(h  of  November  1700,  entirely  routed  the 
great  ruiltan  army,  which  in  numbers  four  or 
five  times  exceeded  his  own.  Ere  Peter  could 
come  with  his  reinforcements  to  Narva,  he 
already  received  an  account  of  the  unfuccefirful 
event  of  thefiege  by.  the  total  defieat  of  his  army* 
Charies,  moreover,  hadftich  a  thorough  cat^ 
tempt  for  the  ruiianfoldiers,  that  he  would  not 
even  detain  the  privates  he  had  taken  prlfoners, 

but 
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but  fent  them  home.  If  the  fortmiate  hero  had 
now  followed  up  his  conquefts ;  had  he  purfyed 
the  flying  Ruffians  to  the  heart  of  the  country, 
Peter  would  certainly  have  had  enough  to. do  to 
make  an  adequate  refinance  to  fuch  an  enemy ; 
and  what  Charles  afterwards  in  vain  propbfed, 
namely  to  didate  terms  of  peace  to  Peter  in 
Mofco,  he  might  now  probably  have  effeAed,  as 
the  dread  of  him  and  his  foldiers,  who  were  held 
in  Ruflia  for  fupematural  men  or  necro- 
mancers, would  have  prepared  the  way  for  him. 

• 

But  the  youthful  conqueror  at  Narva  rdfolved 
fiift  to  humble  Auguftus,  to  deprive  him  of  bis 
crown,  and  then  to  attack  Peter,  and  as  he 
confidently  expected  compel  him  to  fubmtt^ 
^Mf  I  remain  fifty  years  in  Pobnd,  I  will*  not 
*^  quit  it  till  I  have  driven  the  king  from  the 
^^  throne/^  Such  was  his  arrogant  declaration^ 
to  which  he  inflexibly  adhered ;  for  he  was  \m^ 
doubtedly  the  mofl  conceited  man-  that  ever  fat 
upon  a  throne,  and  never  would  liften  to  the 
advice  of  his  counfellors :  a  conceitednefs  which 
turned  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  Peter  and  of 
Ruflia. 

Charles,  in  the  meantime,  utterly  regardlefs  of 
Peter,  and  defpifing  the  Ruffians,  marched  againft 
Poland,  in  order  to  execute  his  favourite  pian^ 
the  dethroning  of  Auguftus;   and  thus  gave 

Peter 


7^  HISTOHY.  OF    RUSSIA. 

Feter  time  to  recrtiit  his  armies,  to  recover  from 
^  di£i(ter  he  had  fuftained,  and  with  new 
fctfces  to  diftre&  Chaorles^  who  was  penetrating 
mto  foreign  countries,  in  the  interior  of  his  own. 
Ad  aU  the  artillery  at  Narva,  about  1 50  pieces  of 
<;tnyK)n,  had  fallen  ioro  the  hands  of  the  Swedes^ 
Fet€tr  ^ad  now  recouj? fe  to  the  fame  means  for 
cafting  more,  which  in  our  time  have  been  em^ 
ployed  by  the  French.  He  caufed  the  foper- 
fioous  beli^  of  the  churches  and  monaiteries  to 
b^  ogieked :  and  to  refute  the  fuperftitious  notion 
iSbott  this  was  a  pr€>£mation  of  the  facred  metal 
by  an  argumeiu  of  ^  like  natures  he  ^edsmd 
Ihat  it  was  only  this  hoi/  meta(  ifa^at  could  be  of 
ally  fezvvce  sgainft  the  fwediiik  magicionjS.  In 
^detf  (o  augment  his  army  he  proclsikncd  all 
vatfak  t0  be  free  who  ihould  enlift.  In  a  ihort 
tkne  he.  b^  again  cannon  enough,  afid  withal  a 
very  numerous  army  which  he  was  eVer  bdvh 
)oufly  employed  in  improving  in  order  w&  diS^ 
ciplinc.  He  renewed  his  alliance  with  Auguftus 
at.  Brifen,  in  1701.  He  exerted  his  endeav;Ours 
IQ  draw  over  the  republic  of  Pobnd  to  him  and 
his  ally  :  but  found  it  an  extremely  difficult  un- 
dertaking, as  even  at  that  time  the  fyiik  of  party 
prevailed  generally  in  Poland,  which  in  more  re- 
cent times  has  i»rought  fuch  misfortunes  on  that 
f:oQQtry.    It  was  given  out  by  the  adver&ries  of 

Auguftus^ 


invadbg  Livonia  without  the  Gotifait  of  the  w^ 

public,  and  thereby  declaring  ivar  agiiinfl:  A« 

king  of  Svreden,  by  forming  an  aliiaiice  mlih  the 

tzar,  dnd  by  keeping  faxon  tvoo^  'about  fajm^ 

he  |iad  violated  iihe  conftttntion  df  this  >coutitry; 

and  they  became  very  clamorous  for  a  peace 

with  Sweden.     To  this  Auguftus  and  his  party 

would  not  confent,  attempted  to  block  up  all 

entrance  into  Poland  againft  the  Swedes,  placing 

their  reliance  on  being  fupported  by  Peter  with 

men  and  money,  and  ftrained  ^every  nerves  t0 

move  the  ftatee,  aflerabled  in  a  diet,  to  a  dedv- 

ration  of  war  againfl  Charles.    But  m  yTin. 

No  unanimity  could  be  effefted  *.     Charles  had 

alraadv 

*  That  Poland  would  be  gradually  on  the  decline,  and  at 
lengthy  ad  the  hiftory  of  onr  own  times  has  evinced,  cntirclj 
vanifh  from  the  rank  of  governments,  might  have  been  even 
then  forefeen»  its  fp  little  genuine  patnotifm.  was'previ^^t 
among  the  ^reat.     Every  one  of  them  was  attentive  onlj  to 
his  private  interefl,  and,  according  as  he  faw  the  balance  Xp 
Incline,  was  ever  going  over  from  one  party  to  the  othep:* 
Johann'  Reinhold  von  Patkul,  a  Hvonlan  nobleman,  who. 
With  foitie  others,  was  fent  in  the  name  of  the  livonian  nobi- 
lity to  Charles  XL'kii)g  of  Sweden,  at  that  time  fovere^ 
of  Livonia,  to  r^prefent  to  him  the  gtievances  of  the  liyo« 
nian  nobility,  and  to  miplore  relief,  but,  inllead  of  receiving 
an  anfwer,  was  arrefted  and  taken  into  cullody,  afterwards 
found  an  opportunity  to  efcape  out  of  prifon,  entered  there- 
upon 
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liready  a  great  mztij  friendk  and  adheroit^ 
vbo  onljr  waited  ^  for  his  •  appearance  in  the 
country  to  declare^oti  his  fide. 
'  Favoured,  tbei^ore;  by  the  opponents  of 
Auguftui^;KaBd  ^be  ti,f  refokition  6f  the  Poles  in 
the  fuppcit  of  thctr  prince,  he  puihed  farther  and 


upon  into  the  fervice  of  Peter,  was  by  lum  appointed  9iiu 
baflador  to  king  Auguilus,  and  in  that  ilation  was  obliged 
to  have  much  intercourfe  with  the  principal  PoIeSi  gave  fuch 
a  defcrlption  in  his  accounts  to  the  tzar  of  the  then  great 

~inen  of  Poland,  that  it  ia  eafily  difco^erable,  that  thofe 
thiogrs  mufk  befall  that  country  which  have  fince  be&llen  it^ 
as  the  patriotifm  and  defence  of  libertyt  of  which  they  were 
ever  talking,  were  fo  many  idle  words,  and  everything  was  to 
be  had  for  money.  Here  follow  fome  pafTages  from  this  Pat- 
fail's  letters :  «*  Mere  unfubftantiated  words  are  not  here  of 
^  much  avail  $  the  Poles  pay  more  regard  to  the  hands  than 
^*  to  the  mouth ;  whoever  has  anything  to  do  with  them,  will 
**  find  that  miracles  are  performed  among  them  with  ready 
"  money." — "  A  principal  man  of  quality  has  given  me  to 
**  underftand,  that  if  prefents  were  to  be  made  to  the  com- 
•*  mander  and  the  treafurer  (who  were  in  oppofition  to  king 
*'  i^uguftusy)  of  15,000  ducats  each,  and  a  yearly  penfion 

-  ^<  of  5000  ducats,   all  thefe  affairs  would  be  prefently 

•*  hrought  to  a  conclufion/* — **  No  dependance  is  to  be 

"  made  on  the  Poles :  they  are  to-day  for  the  Swedes,  to- 

*•  morrow  good  royalifts,  and  the  day  after  know  not  them- 

^**  felvca  what  they  are.'* — **  Of  the  Poles,  nothing  is  to  be 

•  "  expeded  but  words. ^—^  No  reliance  is  to  be  made  on 
•*  the  rirpoblic  to  the  force  of  a  hair,*'  &€• 

farther^ 
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farther,  advanced  through  Gourland  and  Lttha- 
ania  to  Poland,  and  put  in  execution  his  plan  of 
dethroning  Auguftus,  caufed  Stanifiaus  Lel^ 
€hiniky,  voivode  of  Pofen,  to  be  eleded  king^ 
proceeded  from  Poland  to  Saxony,  and  thence 
turned  hack  to  Poland,  in  order  now,  .after  van- 
quifliing  his  fecond  enemy,  Auguftus,  to  dompel 
the  third,  Peter,  to  a  humiliating  and  difadvan- 
tageous  peace  in  Mofco.  But  for  this  Charles 
had  loft  the  proper  moment ;  for  while  he  had 
been  humbling  and  dethroning  Auguftus,  in 
which  be  confumed  leveral  years,  the  formerly 
unpraftifed  rulEan  troops,  were  learning  to  make 
an  eflfeAual  ftand  againft  the  Swedes,  had  even 
formed  themfelves,  by  the  very  war  with  that 
exercifed  and  viliant  people,  into  hardy  and 
veteran  foldier^  and  had  gradually  made  them- 
felves mafters  of  a  pare  of  the  fwedUh  pofTeflions 
on  the  Baltic.    ' 

That  Peter,  as  on  the  firft  unfuccefsiul  cam- 
paign againft  the  Turks  was  not  difpirited, 
neither  gave  up  all  for  loft  in  confequence  of.  the 
unfortunate  •  battle  f near  Narva,  I  have  already 
mentioned :  his  iirft  objeft  was  to  repah*  his 
lofles,  and  ta  remedy  his  defe&s,  in  hopes  that 
his  troops,  among  ^om  he  had  always  admitted 
and  ftill  continued  to  admit  many  foreigners^ 
would  one  day  learn  ta  overcome  the  Swedes, 

6  though 
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ibou^  for  the  pre&nt  they  migbt  be  jbesoeii  bf 
them^  and  probably  by  repeated  ffaruggles  vAxk 
ibem  as  well  trained  troops,  diicover  the  way  ta 
3idftory.  It  was  not  long  before  his  expeiftations 
were  fully  juftified. 

As  it  4va8  very  eafy  for  the  Swedes  to  proceed 
from  Narva  acrofi  the  Peipus  lake  into  the  ter*- 
litory  of  Novgorod,  for  preventing  this,  Petser 
cau&d  a  number  of  fchooners  to  be  built  oii  that 
and  the  Ladoga  lake,  on  one  hand  to  refill  the 
Swedes  in  cafe  they  fliould  attempt  a  landing, 
and  at  the  fame  time  .to  annoy  Livonia,  Efthooia, 
and  Ingria,  as  occafion  might  reqiure,  by  the 
ifebadciiiion  of  his*  own  troops.  Accordiiigiy, 
frequent  batdes  Dvere  fought  in  thefe  parts  be- 
tween the  Ruffians  and  the. Swedes,  both  by 
mHtv  and  by  land ;  and,  tho<^h  )ihe  'Swedes 
'were  generally  the  conqucxors,  yet  it  ibmetimes 
happened  that  the  Ruffians  had  the  adfastagfe^ 
and  even  oa  thofe  occafions  when  the  Swedes 
were  vidorious,  the  ruffian  tjoops  were  at  leaft 
gaining  experience,  and  gradually  becoming 
more  expert  in  military  affairs^  a^d  forming 
thenofelves  from  day  to  day  into  good  Ibldters. 
indeed  it  was  unpardonable  in  Charles  to  remain 
io  totidly  unconcerned  about  the  rlfihle  progrefe 
x»f -die  Ruffians,  and  fo  coafidrnt  in  the  exp^Aa- 
wm  that  they  would  always  continue  to  «be  the 

feme 
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Jame  Ruffians  that  they  were  before  Narva»  and 
be*  everywhere  as.  eafily  beaten  as  at  that  place. 

Peter  was  every  day  deriving  advantage  firoia 
Charleses  negligence  and  foorn.  He  took  Ma-  , 
rienburg,  and  Nccteburg  an  exceedingly  ftrong 
fortrefe  on  the  Ladoga  lake,  was  now  mafter  of 
the  Neva  which  flows  into  the  Baltic,  and  was  ia 
a  capacity  therefore  to  fee  hie  wi(h'  fulfilled  of 
having  poiTeilions  adjacent  to  the  fea,  if  he  might 
prefume  to  hope  that  he  could  maintain  the 
conquered  country  againft  its  old  pofleiTor. 
Anptber  trmmpbal  entry  into  Mofco  rewardedf 
the  courage  of  the  troops  both  by  fea  and  land, 
labile  Charles  thought  the  conquefts  that  had 
been  made  not  of  any  coticern.  Peter  redoubled 
his  aiHduity  in  the  conftru£Uon  of  fhips  to  be 
employed  on  the  lakes  Peipus,  Lacioga^  and 
Onega*  In  1703  he  captured  Nyenfchantz,  a 
fortreis  at  the  mouth  of  the  Neva ;  and,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  citadel,  in  a  region  con- 
quered from  the  enemy,  the  calm  poflefliQa 
whereof  was  by  no  means  certain,  but  was  ftill 
extrem/dy  liable  to  the  verfatile  fortune  of  war, 
ilaid  the  foundation  of  St.  Petersburg.  The 
Swedes  were  at  fir  ft  4:arelefs  fpe£bators  of  the 
founding  and  building  of  a  city,  which,  from  the 
marihinefs  of  its  foil,  they  thought  could  never  he 
brought  to  eflfefl:  j  but  Peter  removed  or  fur- 
^    VOL.  II.  G  mounted 
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moanted  all  difficulties^  and  a  fbrtrefs  was  foon 
ereAed  coveted  by  another  folt  on  an  ifland, 
Kronfchlot.  To  eftablifh  a  commerce  by  m^ns 
of  the  contiguous  Baltic,  and  thus  to  procure 
for  his  empire  a  more  extended  reciprocal  iii' 
tercourfe  with  other  european  countries  was 
Peter's  main  objeA  in  building  Peteriburg  ;  and 
fcarcely  were  the  foundations  laid,  when  a  mer- 
chant-fhip  from  Amfterdam  arrived  in  its  harbour. 
Peter  rewarded  it  richly.  This  firft  was  foon  fol- 
lowed by  others.  Thus  had  Peter  knit  a  new  tie 
between  his  empire  and  the  reft  of  Europe.  By 
an  ever  vigilant  and  a^ive  attention  to  all  the 
enterprifes  of  Sweden,  who  indeed  now  gradu- 
ally but  too  well  perceived  how  dangerous 
Peter's  views  might  prove  to  her,  he  fruftrated 
her  attempts  to  deftroy  this  nev^  colony,  em- 
ployed the  fortrefles  l;ie  had  raifed  in  thefe  parts 
in  continually  making  frefli  acquifitions  from  the 
enemy,  already  in  1704  conquered  Dorpat  and 
Narva,  and  was  now  mafter  of  Ingria,  ovet 
which  he  appointed  prince  Mentchikof,  his  fa- 
vourite, to  be  viceroy,  with  orders  to  make  the 
farther  building  of  Peterfburg  his  principal  cot^ 
cern^-  where  not  only  ftnidures .  were  tifing  in 
•*6V4ery  quarter,  but  alio  navigatbn  and  commerce 
^trc  increafittg  in  vigour  and  extent.  : ,      , 
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In  the  meantime  Peter  continued  to  afiift  his 
nUy  Auguftus  with  men  and  money ;  and  had 
not  the  latter  been  fo  totally  negleAed  by  the. 
polifh  nation »  had  he  on  this  occafion  only  met 
with  fomewhat'  more  fidelity,  it  is  highly  prq^ 
bable  that  he  would  have  been  able  to  hold  out 
againft  Charles,  and  not  been  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  fuch  hard  conditions  at  the  peace  of  Altran^ 
ftadt  in  1706.  Ere  this  was  concluded,  with 
which  Peter,  however,  was  not  fatisfied,  the  tzar's 
troops  had  penetrated  into  Lithuania ;  but  they 
could  do  nothing  for  Augudus,  and  it  more- 
over ufually  happened,  that  wherever  Swedei^ 
and  Ruffia  fought  in  the  open  plain,  the  latter 
fubmitted,  and  were  forced  to  leave  the  field  tp. 
the  former  as  vigors.  In  Oftober  1706,  the 
united  Ruffians  and  Saxons  on  one  fide,  and  the 
Swedes  on  the  other,  came  indeed  to  an  engage- 
ment, in  which  the  latter  were  defeated;  but 
then  the  accommodation  between  Auguftus  and 
Charles  was  already  in  train,  and  the  latter 
fought  only  as  it  were  by  compulfion  againft  the 
troops  of  a  monarch,  with  whom  he  had  even 
begun  to  negotiate.  The  viftory,  therefore,  wits 
no^  ibllowed  up  to  any  advantage.  However^ 
though  Peter'|(  troops  and  money  were  fouqd 
inadequate  to  keep  At^ufhis-on  the  throne,  th^ 

o  a  r^fSaa, 
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ruffian  arms  were  more  and  more  fuccefsful  on 
the  (hores  of  the  Baltic,  where  Peter  was  making 
a  rapid,  and  for  Ruffia  an  advantageous  progrefs. 
At  length,    when  Charles  in   1706  faw  hia 
>vi(h  fulfilled,  by  having  forced  Auguftus  to  re- 
nounce the  polifh  crown,  he  thought  it  the  moft 
important  (lep  he  could  take,  to  march  with  hb 
arni}^,  now  well  recruited  and  provifioned,  out  of 
Saxony  direftly  to  Ruflia,  for  the  purpole-  of 
forcing  [1707]  Peter  likewife  in  his  turn  to  a 
peace,  as  he  had  aded  before  with  Frederic  and 
Auguftus.     His  nearefl  way  for  penetrating  into 
the  heart  of  Ruifia,  lay  through  Poland  and  Li» 
thuania.     Pef^r,  who  was  ftationed  at  Grodno 
in  Lithuania,  abandoned  that  city  in  hafte  on  the 
approach  of  Charles  ^  and  it  appeared  as  though 
the  Ruffians  were  able  to  bid  defiance  to  th* 
troops  of  that  prince,  fo  long  as  he  himfelf  was 
not  at  their  head ;  but,  when  led  on  by  theif* 
king  in  perfon,  would  give  no  proof  of  valour, 
and  would  be  as  eafily  vanquifhed  by  him  as 
formerly  before  Narva.      Peter  indeed  endea* 
voured  to  flop  Charles  from  piercing  farther  int6 
Lithuania,  by  which  ct)untry  his  own  was  co^ 
vcred,  and  the  rufliJi'Ii"' troops  difputed  afl  the 
poRs   with  the  fwedifh    foldiers;    but  CJharleS 
everywhere  drove  them  back,  forced  them  front 
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all  their  entrenchments  *,  and  opeiied  (ohfiBfelf 
a  way  into  Peter's  provinces.  Fiv^-  hundfed 
miles  he  had  yet  to  Mofco.  Certainly  not  too 
tirefome  a  march  for  him  and  his  army^  who  had- 
come  the  much  longer  road  from  Sweden  to 
Saxony ;  efpecially  as,  Smolenft  excepted,  only 
few  places  of  any  confequence  ftood  in  their 
way.  But  the  borders  of  RufGa  feemed  ^t  the 
fame  time  to  be  the  boundary  of  that  military 
fuccefs  which  h^d  hitbertg  accompanied  Charles  i 
and  the  failure  ol  a  plot  concerted  with  that 
pri&c^y  not  only  lefeued  Peter,  but  prpcuredr 
Him  aifo  a  complete  vidory  over  his  anta^ 
gonift. 

Mazeppa,  hetman  of  the  kozaks,  was  not  welU 
difpofed  to  Peter.  He  owed  his  dignity  to 
prince  Galitzin  who  had  been  banifhed  by  the 
tzar  i  and  now  entered  into  a  negotiation  with 
Charles.  Induced  to  this  either  by  a  fort  pf 
gratitude  towards  his  old  patron,  or  by  the  hope 
of  rendering  himfelf,  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
fortunate  Charles,  fovereign  of  the  kozaks  and 
independent  on  Ruffia,  or  even  from  the  appre* 
heaiion   that,    amidft   fo   many  reformations, 

*  Thus  It  was  at  the  battle  of  Holovtzin,  in  July  1708, 
ti^here'  the  RufOanSy  notwithftadding  their  advantageous 
poiition,  and  their  brave  refiftanee,  were  obliged  to  fubmlt 
to  the  Swedes.  '\^/ 

o  3  Peter 
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Peter  might  alfo  ^hink  of  refonning  the  confti* 
tutioQ  of  the  kozaks ;  he  therefore  might  pro- 
bably refolve  to  prevent  him,  by  contttbuting 
what  he  could  to  weaken  this  enterprifing  tsar. 
Whatever  was  the  caufe,  thus  much  is  certain, 
that  Mazcppa  invited  Charles,  to  pufli  farther 
down  to  the  fouth,  where  he  would  go  over  to 
him  with  his  numerous  kozaks,  reprefenting  to ' 
Charles  that  he  would  afterwards  have  a  much 
eafier  march  from  the  Ukraine  to  Mofco,  as  the 
kozaks  would  join  him  and  fupply  him  with  pro** 
vUions,  which  indeed  were  with  great  difficulty 
to  be  obtained  in  Poland,  ravaged  and  defolated 
as  that  country  was  by  Swedes  and  Ruffians, 
and  the  two  parties  of  Auguilus  and  of  Stani* 
flaus*     Charles  found  this  propofal  fo  agreeable, 
that,  in  oppoHtion  to  the  advice  of  his  counfellor, 
count  Piper,  he  turned  out  of  the  ft  rait  road  to 
Ruilia,  and  proceeded  to  the  Ukraine.     At  the 
river  Defna,  Mazeppa  had  engaged  to  nieet  him 
with  his  people.     The  Ruffians .  difputed  with 
Charles  the  parage  over  this  river ;  however,  he 
furmounted  even  that  obftacle.      But,  waiting 
here  for  Mazeppa's  confiderable  body  of  auxi* 
liaries,  ^nd  their  fupplies,  which  he  was  no  lefs 
in  want  of,  he  found  himfe]f  miferably  deceived. 
Mazeppa  had  promifed  hr  more  than  he  was  able 
now  to  perform ;  not  quite  five  thoufand  kozaks 

'     went 
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went  over  with  bhn  to  the  Swedes,  the  reft  r&- 
tained  their  allegiance  to  Ruffia;  and  to  add  to 
the  difappointment  of  Charles,  a  ruffian  corps  had 
attacked  and  carried  off  the  greater  part  of  the 
proviilons  deflined  for  the  Swedes*,  Fortu- 
nately, as  Peter  had  defeated  Mazeppa's  plan^ 
and  reduced  him  to  a  very  infignifirant  ally  of 
Charles,  he  was  foon  after  not  lefs  fuccefsful  in 
depriving  that  prince  of  another  needful  affift^. 
ance,  by  entirely  defeating  the  SwediQi  general 
Loevenhaupt,  who  had  been  ordered  to  him  by 
his  king,  not  only  to  ftrengihen  the  army  by  his' 
corps,  but  to  convoy  with  him  a  great  quantity* 
of  provifions  and  ammunition  from  Livonia ;  fo 
that  all  the  ftores  fell  into  Peter -s  hands  \  and 
of  the  15,000  men  of  which  Loevenhaupt^s 
army  confifted,  fcarcely  6000  came  to  Charles  t« 
The  fituation  of  that  monarch  now  became 
every  day  more  critical.  His  army  was  rapidly 
wafting  away,  numbers  of  his  people- were '  car- 
ried off  by  the  froft,  and  the  fcarcity  of  provi* 
fions  admitted  of  no  remedy  :  yet  he  obftinately 

*  Mazeppa  was  afterwards  proclaimed  i^n  outlaw,  an4 
hung  in  effigy. 

f  Three  days  fucceflively  was  this  corps  fix  times  at- 
tacked by  the  Ruffians,  far  fuperior  to  it  in  numbers,  and 
yet  refufed  to  fubmtti  but  cut  their  way,  fword  in  hand,  to 

Charles. 

o  4  perfifted 
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perlifted  in  his  plan  of  fubjeding  the  Ukraine  to 
him,  and  thence  of  proceeding  to  Mofco. .  The 
inclemency  of  the  weather  had  juft  fufficientiy 
fnbfided  for  allowing  him  to  3,&.  when  he  broke 
up  his  camp  to  lay  fiege  to  Ptikava,  a  flrong 
place  in  the  Ukraine,  where  the  Ruffians  had 
feveral  magazines.  Peter,  who  now  commanded 
in  perfon,  conducted  hjmfelf  like  an  able  general^ 
and  likewife  difplayed  great  intrepidity.  He  had 
not  been  idle;  had  always  accurately  watched 
his  enemy,  placed  the  frontiers  of  his  empire 
and  the  road  to  Mofco,  in  a  good  ftate  of  de^ 
fence,  and  arrived  now  with  a  numerous  army 
likewife  at  Pultava,  where  he  gained  fo  complete 
a  vidory  over  Charles,  that  be  was  obliged  to 
fave  himfelf  by  flight.  In  this  battle,  the  8th 
of  July  1 709,  the  whole  fwedifh  army  was  either 
deftroyed  or  taken  prifoners ;  only  a  very  fmal( 
part  of  it  efcaping  with  the  king  to  Turkey, 
This  battle  was  certainly  one  of  the  moft  decifive 
that  was  ever  fought.  On  it  depofided  not  oi^ly 
the  fates  of  Peter,  Charles,  and  Auguftus,  but 
thofe  of  Ruflia,  Sweden,  and  Poland  entirely 
reiled  on  the  iflue  of  a  battle  between  two 
armies,  who  both  fought  with  bravery  and 
true  courage,  and  were  fenfible  to  the  high 
prize  that  awaited  the  vi^ftory  on  one  fide 
or  the  other.  Fortune  declared  for  Peter, 
And  in  confequence  of  bis  being  conqueror  at 

Pultava, 
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Pultava,  all  farther,  dread  of  Charles  was  put  tcx 
Bight,  which  had  indeed  been  lately  fomewhat 
leflened  by  the  latter's  not  proceeding  diredly 
from  Lithuania  to  Ruilia ;  the  Uicrainey  of  which 
Peter  had  greatly  to  apprehend  the  lofs,  wad 
again  free;  the  affairs  of  Auguflus  began  to 
tevive;  he  and  Peter  might  now  hope  to  m* 
rreafe  their  influence  on  the  Poles,  on  having 
reduced  Charles,  whom  they  dreaded,  to  a  fitu« 
ation  in  which  he  could  do  no  harm ;  Peter'9 
Hew  poffeilions  on  the  Baltic,  for  the  prefervar 
tion  whereof  he  mull  hitherto  have  been  undier 
great  apprehen(ions,  his  darling  Peterfburg,  hi« 
conquered  Ingria,  feemed  now  entirely  fecured  j 
be  could  now  ad  more  unmoleiled,  and  profe* 
cute  without  impediment  the  reformations  he 
had  begun  to  make  in  his  empire.  Peter  had 
been  witnefs  that  his  troops,  in  the  eight  yeaa 
that  had  elapfed  (ince  Charles  beat  them  before 
Narva,  had  very  much  improved  ;  that  they  had 
ihewn  themfelves  uncommonly  brave  and  well- 
difarplined,  and  highly  merited  the  triumphal 
entry  into  Mofeo  which  he  had  now  decreed. 
<>n  no  former  occafion  of  triumph  likcwife  had 
the  Ruffians  reafon  for  fo  great  rejoicings  as  on 
the  prefent,  as  they  had  been  in  dread  and 
danger  kit  Charles  might  have  made  an  hoUife 
entrance  by  th^t  very  gate  through  which  their 

tzar 
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near  now  proceeded  in  tf iumph  as  viAor  of  the 
warlike  fwedifh  king,  and  conduced  the  van- 
quilbed  Swedes  as  wttnefles  of  his  glory  *• 

Attguilus  immediately  profited  by  Charles's 
defeats-appeared  again  in  Poland,  recpnciled 
himfelf  at  Thorn,  in  Oftober  1709,  with  Peter, 
^^^^o,  though  he  had  not  approved  of  the  peace 
of  Aitranftadt,  and,  much  as  Charles  had  for* 
merly  fupported  his  newly-ele£ted  Staniflaus,  fo 
much  was  Peter  labouring  to  maintain  Auguftua 
BOW  once  more  as  it  were  feated  on  the  throne. 
Denmark  likewife  again  now  publicly  declared 
againft  Charles,  and  even  Pruflia  combined  with 
Peter  and  Auguftus  in  oppofition  to  the  hero 
who  had  been  unfortunate  at  Pultava.  In  jthe 
meantime,  as  Peter  had  fuccefsfuUy  enforced  the 
claims  of  his  predeceflfors  on  Ingria,  he  now 
firove  to  fubjed:  to  him  likewife  Karelia,  Livo* 

*  On  tbe  daiy  of  the  battle,  about  9  in  the  evening  Peter 
wrote  to  admiral  Apraxln  at  Mofco :  '*  Very  early  this 
**  morning  the  furious  enemy  attacked  our  cavalry  with 
*'  all  his  horfe  and  foot ;  an«i,  though  they  fought  as 
'^  bravely  as  could  be  expe<^cd,  yet  they  were  fotced  to 
**  retreat  with  great  lofs.  However,  in  one  word,  the 
**  whole  hoftile  army  hat  come  to  an  end  like  Phaeton. 
^  But  what  is  become  of  the  king  we  are  not  able  to  dif- 
•«  cover,  whether  he  be  with  us  or  with  the  enemy.  — 
«  N01U,  By  God's  ajfifiance^  the  foundation  Jlone  for  the  building 
**  of  Piterfburg  U  indeed  completely  leudJ* 
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nia,  and  Efthonia^  upon  which  countries  the 
taar  had  earlier  ^diibited  his  pretenfions ;  and 
his  meafures  her^  alfo  fucceeded.  The  fortifica-^ 
tions  of  Vyborg,  Riga,  and  Reval,  the  capital 
cities  and  principal  places  of  Karelia,  Livonia,, 
and  Efthonia,  together  -  with  Kexholm  and  the 
ifle  of  CEfel,  were  already  in  Peter's  pofleiCc^ 
l>efore  the  termination  of  the  year  1710,  and  he 
was  thf^refore  mafter  of  the  principal  ports  of 
the  Baltic.  —  Peter  likewife  took  part  in  the 
enterprifes  againft  the  poiTei&ons  of  Charles  ii^  ^ 
Fomerania,  and  againft  the  territory  of  the . 
dukes  of  Holftein* 

But,  however  great  the  ad^santage  which  the 
vidory  at  Pultava  had  procured  to  the  whole 
ruffian  empire,  and  however  Peter  had  profited 
by  it  that  fame  year,  as  I  have  juft  been  relating, 
yet,  fo  foon  after  as  1 7 1 1  (therefore  only  two 
years  from  that  fortunate  event)  he  was  hk 
danger  of  lofing  all  that  he  had  gained,  and  of 
feeing  the  fruits  of  his  undeniably  great  ez«- 
ertions  and  his  unwearied  adivity  at  once  ra« 
viihed  from  him. 

It  was  not  very  difficult  for.  Charles  to  raife 
an  intered  in  his  behalf  in  the  divan  of  the 
fultan  of  Conftantinbple.  They  had  heard  of 
his  exploits,  and  flill  regarded  him  as  a  great 
.hero.     That  this  hero  was  now  unfortunate 

could 
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could  not  lefieii  the  veneration  in  wfiieh^W  was 
held ;  befides,  it  was  the  tzar  of  Ru(Qa  who  had 
fo  totally  defeated  Charles,  to  whom  the  Turks^ 
but  a  few  years  ago,  had  been  forced  to  fur  render 
Azof,  a  mortification  which  they  knew  not  how 
to  forgive.    It  did  not  indeed  It  firft  appear 
that  the  porte  intended  to  take  an  a£live  part  in 
the  conteft  between  the  two  fovereigns,  as  ia 
17^10  they  renewed  the  armiftice  with  Ruffia. 
But  Charles  was  enabled  by  his  difcreet  and 
aftive  friend  Poniatoffky,  (the  father  of  the  late 
Icing  of  Poland,)  to  increafe  bis  influence  in  the 
divan,  and  even  to  procure  the  difgrace  of  two 
foccedive  grand  vizirs^' who  gave  their  advice 
againft  the  war  with  Ruffia,  and  at  length  at- 
tained his  aim  in  the  hoftile  meafures  now  b^ua 
to  be  adopted  by  the  porte  againft  Peter.    Peter, 
whd  now  faw  himfelf  fuddenly  menaced  by  an 
ioiexpefted  etiemy,  had  recourfe  tx>  the  means 
of  ikfoice ;  byt,  by  advancing  againft  the  Turks,* 
comoiitted  the  fame  feults  which  had  proved  fo 
ctifaftroiis  to  Charles.    As  Charles  had  fhewn 
a  contempt  for  the  Ruffians  for  which  he  paid 
fo  dearly  it  PiUltava,  fo  Peter  contemned  the 
Turks.  — *  Charles  placing  rdiance  on  Mazepp% 
and  allured  by  his  promifes,  marched  to  his 
great  misfortune  into  the  Ukraine;  Peter,  bc^ 
caufe  Canttmk,  the  hofpgdar  of  Moldavia,  a 

vaffiil 


Yafial  of  the  poite>  po'oimifed  him  h|s  fi^port, 
marched  alfo  too  far  into  the  enemy's  country, 
quite  tp  Yafly  in  Moldavia,  where  1^  loon  eX'- 
perienced  a  want  of  provifioos^  as  Charles  had 
done;  nay,  he  faw  himfelf  at  length  fo  fur- 
rounded  by  the  Turks,  on  the  river  Pmth,  not 
/ar  from  Yafly,  that  only  three  ways  were  open 
for  his  efcape,  each  more  horrible  than  the 
»ocher.  -—  Either  he  and  hi$  people  muft  periih 
with  hunger,  fmce  on  one  fide  he  was  encom* 
paired  by  the  turkiih  camp,  and  on  the  other  by 
the  tartarian,  fo  that  abfolutely  no  *  provifions 
of  any  kind  could  be  conveyed  to  him,  or  be 
muft  furrender,  or  attempt  to  cut  his  way 
through  the  enemy,  which  in  his  circumftances 
indeed  feemed  an  impoflibility,  as  he  had  at 
moft  little  more  than  twenty  thoufand  men, 
whereas  the  camp  of  his  enemy  contained  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  thoufand  foldiers.  Peter, 
reduced  to  defperation,  fat  in  his  tent,  repre- 
fenting  in  his  troubled  mind  all  his  labours  at 
once  deftroyed,  all  his  hopes  defeated,  ap4 
thought  himfelf  at  that  mdtnent  more  unfortu- 
nate than  Charles  was  at  Piiltava.  •*»  In  the 

*  The  Ruffians  could  not  even  pro\jde  themfelvcs  with  , 
vttcr/rom  the  adjacent  river  Pruth,  as  the  Turks  weft 
enabled  by  their  fituatioir  to  fire  upon  them  whenever  they 
.approached  the  water-fide. 

midd^ 
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midft  of  this  diftrefs,  his  confort  Catharine  fug« 
gefted  to  him  that  nothing  prevented  his  afking 
peace  of  the  grand  vizir ;  and,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  gracious  reception  of  him,  to  accompany 
'  the  meflage  ^ith  conHderable  prefents ;  perhaps 
a  voluntary  propofal  of  an  accommodation  might 
be  preferable  in  the  vizir's  mind  to  aiiy  hopes 
arifing  from  the  uncertain  iflue  of  a  battle. 
The  projeft  fucceeded  beyond  expeftation.     All 
the  valuables,   all  the    money   that  could  be 
fpared,  were  got  together,  propofals  were  made 
to  the  grand  vizir,  offers  were  made  of  fome 
facrifices,  the  didrefling  lituation  was  indeed  as 
much  as  poilible  concealed,  much  was  faid  of 
courage  and   intrepidity,  of  cutting  a  paffage 
through  the  Turks,  and>  in  confideration  of  the^ 
abandonment  of  Azof,  the  razure  of  the  new- 
built  Taganrok,   and  the  promife  of  quittinjg 
Poland,  the  tzar  obtained  a  peace  of  the  grand 
vizir,  who  refolved  not  to  ftake  on  the  event  of 
a  battle  the  certain  advantage  which  he  had  pro- 
cured for  his  country  in  the  peace,  as  the  Ruf- 
fians only  the  day  before  had  given  proofs 'of 
their  valour,  and  he  was  not  without  apprehen- 
fions  that  a  fmall  army  fighting  defperately  might 
even  contend  to    advantage    againft    fuperifjf 
numbers. 

No 
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No  wonder  that  Poniatoffky,  Charles's  friendt 
xirho  was  with  the  vizir  in  his  tent,  endeavoured 
by  the  moil  inftant  remonftrances  to  difliiade 
him  from  this  peace ;  no  wonder  that  Charles, 
who  came  into  the  turkifh  camp  foon  after  it 
was  finned,  raved  and  flormed  like  a  madman; 
knowing  as  they  did  that  it  was  in  the  vizir's 
power  to  have  entirely  ruined  Peter,  or  at  leafl: 
to  have  didated  ^o  him  fuch  terms  of  accommoda* 
tion  as  would  have  been  of  effential  advantage  to 
Charles :  whereas  he  had  fcarcely  done  anything 
for  him  *.  —  However,  as  Peter  was  conftantly 
finding  reafons  for  deferring  his  evacuation  of 
Poland,  and  thereby  feemed  not  inclined  to  fulfil 
the  articles  of  the  treaty,  it  was  eafy  for  Charles 
again  •  to  inflame  the  refentment  of  the  fultan. 
Accordingly  twice  did  the  Ruffians  and  Turks 
appear  to  be  again  on  the  point  of  -coming  to  a 
rupture ;  but  Peter  both  times  had  the  art  of 
.  iappeafmg  the  porte,  and  to  prevent  it  from  far- 

*  Upon  this  Charles  did  not  red  till  this  vizir,  i^ho  had 
been  fo  regardlefs  of  his  intcrefts^  was  depofed  from  ht$ 
office  and  fent  into  baniOiment.  All  that  appeared  con<» 
ceming  Charles  in  the  treaty  was :  **  as  the  Ling  of  Sweden 
<*  has  put  himfelf  under  the  proteAion  of  the  porte^  hfr 
**  tzarian  majefty  promifes,  out  of  friendfhipy  to  allow  him 
*''a  free  and  fafe  return  to  his  country,  and  to  conclude  a 
**  peace  with  him  •»  if  the  terms  can  be  agreed  oh." 

ther 
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tlier  efpoufihg  the  part  o£  Charies*  {^ijii^ 
7713.3  The  Porte  and  RufSa  theneSsn  coo^ 
tiaued  to  be  friends,  and  Peter  vid^  ^sftry  da|r 
carrying  his  arms  farther  into  the  country  of  thtt 
d^eated  monarch.  Hdfingcers  and  jbSooy  alid 
by  them  almoft  all  Finland,  a3  we]I  as  the  jfie 
of  Aland,  fell,  17139  into  Peter's  ha%d$;  and 
fears  .iwere  eotertaiaed  in  the  oipitaL  and  t^ 
.fidrace  of  Swjcden,  where  the  fiavereign  had. not 
been  for  many  years  feen,  of  wimdfing  tiie  vie-* 
torious  entry  of  the  monarch,  of  the  nelj^ibcair-' 
log  empire. 

But  the  great  faccefles  of  Peter,  alarms  arifirig 
from  the  jprodigious  increase  of  hia  terricc^^ 
^  and  jealoufy  at  the  rapid  progrefs  it  was  malung 
in  arts  as  well  as  arms,  indifpoCed  to^him  tite 
powers  confederated  with  him  againft  Charles^ 
fo  that,  under  the  guidance  of  Goertz,  a  nego- 
tiation  was  even  entered  into  between  him  and 

•  the  fwedifli  monarch,  which  however,  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  death  of  the  latter  after  his 
return  from  Turkey  ;  who,  though  once  more 
viftorious  in  Norway,  was  flain  before  Fredericb- 
flial  in   1718.     The  new  fwedilh  government, 

•  to  whom  Peter  applied  for  the  termination  of 
the  negotiation  that  had  been  fet  pn  foot,  were 
encouraged  to  hope,  by  the  aid  of  Great  Britain, 
to  bring  him  to  a  compliance  with  their  terms^ 

and 
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and  in  two  camiMigns  he  employed  the  time 
afforded  him  by  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  engliih 
fleet,  in  committing  horrible  devaftations  on  the 
iwedifii  coaft  *«  His  intention  was  to  extort  a 
peace;  but  Sweden  obftniately  held  out  till 
1 7s  1 9  in  which  year  on  the  loth  of  September 
at  Nyftadt  in  Finland,  a  peace  was  brought  to 
effcd,  by  which  the  dreadful  ilruggle  for 
dghteen  years  between  two  fovereigns,  and  the 
war  of  one-and-twenty  years  between  two  neigh* 
bearing  nations  were  happily  brought  to  an  end. 
The  fwedifli  government  was  on  this  occafion 
obliged  to  fubfcribe  to  the  following  hard  con* 
dition :  Sweden  cedes  to  Ruffia,  Livonia,  Es« 

THOHIA,  IKORIA,  A  PART  OF  KaRELIA,  WITH 
THE  TIRRITORY  OP  VYBORG,  THE  ISLIJ  OP 
(£S£L,  AND  ALL  OTHER  ISLANDS  IM  THt 
SOUTHERN  SEA  AND  THE  BaLTIC,  FROM  KuR- 

*  In  one  of  tlie  campaignfl,  according  to  Gordon's  ac* 
counti  who  was  an  eye->witners,  fix  confiderable  towns, 
eleven  ftone  palaces,  109  noblemen's  feats  of  timber,  82$ 
farms,  3  mtlls,  10  magazines,  2.  copper  and  5  irbn  forges, 
were  demolifiicd  by  admiral  Apraxin.  Major-general  Lacy- 
laid  wafte  a  towns,  21  noblemen's  feats,  ^SS  ^^rms,  40 
mills,  16  magazines,  and  9  iron-works,  whereof  one  was  of 
fo  great  value  that  the  proprietors  offered  3CX5,ooo  dollars 
to  picfervc  it  —  but  in  vain.  The  Ruffians  dcftroyed  not  * 
only  w^hat  was  upon  the  earth,  but  even  what  was  under  it } 
tbcy  ruined  fcYcral  iron  and  copper  mines  for  ever. 

VOL.  XL  H  LAND 
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LAND  TO  Vyborg  *  —  receives  back  Finland, 
and  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  has  the  Uberty 
to  export  duty-free,  from  Riga,  Reval,  and 
Arenfberg  annually,  corn  to  the  amount  of  fifty 
thoufand  rubles.  — ^  The  tzar  promifcd  to  main- 
tain the  provinces  ceded  to  him  in  their  liber* 
ties,  laws^  and  religion. 

On  occafion  of  this  peace  fo  glorious  to  the 
empire,  grand  feflivities  were  appointed  through- 
put all  Ruffia,  and  the  fenate  and  the  fynod 
offered  Peter,  the  conqueror  of  the  Baljic^  in 
behalf  of  bis  nation,  to  exchange  the  title  of 
tzar  for  that  of  emperor  and  autocrator 
OF  ALL  THE  RussiAS,  and  to  permit  himfelf. 
in  future  to  be  flyled.  Father  of  the  coun- 
try. To  thefe  appellations  were  added  ihc 
honourable  furname.  The  Great. 

.  But  it  was  not  merely  on  account  of  the  con* 
quefts  that  P^eter  had  made,  that  he  obtained 
from  his  country  the  furname  of  The  Great, 
and  which  polterity  has  confirmed ;  he  ac- 
quired that  glorious  epithet  by  more  important 

to 

*  Peter  did  not  expc6l  that  fo  much  would  have  been 
conceded  to  him  ;  but  his  plenipotentiai-y,  Ollermann,  dcx-' 
teroiUly  — .  by  money  —  procured  a  fight  of  ^hc  fwedifh  •  * 
ambafiador's  inftrudlions,  and  found  that  his  court  was  dif- 
pofcd. to  relinquilh  everything,  and  therefore  made  his,  de- 
mands accordingly.  ,  .... 

exploits. 
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exploits  i ,  it  Tvas  conferred  upon  him  as  due  to 
his  merits  in  regard  to  the  numerous  and  various 
inftitutidns,  enterprifes,  and  regulations,  which , 
even'  during  this  long  war,  amidft  the  din  of 
arms,  he  planned  and  executed,  with  a  diligence 
which  has  never  been  equalled  by  aliy  fovereigii 
in  modern  times,  and  which  he  intended,  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  inclination  and  ability,  to  be  bene* 
ficial  to  his  empire,  and  to  the  civilization  and 
improvement  of  hi*  people.  But  thefe  his  great 
and  undeniable  merits  run  fo  like  a  tilTue  through 
the  war  of  twenty  years,  that  I  thought  it  moft 
advifable  to  confine  myfelf  here  entirely  to  the 
uninterrupted  hiftory  of  that  war,  which  was  of 
fuch  confequence  to  the  empire  at  large  *,  and 
to  reprefent  the  progrefs  of  the  ruflian  nation  in 
improvements  of  every  kind,  for  the  fake  of  its 
eafier  furvey,  in  a  cbnnefted  reprefentation  after- 
wards. I  therefore  now  proceed  in  the  narrative 
of  what  relates  to  the  extenfion  and  aggrah^ 
dizement  of  the  empire  from  without. 

Shortly  after  the  peace  concluded  with  Swe« 
den,  which  gave  an  entirely  diflFerent  afpedr  not 
only  to  the  ruffian  empire,  but  to  the  whole 
north'  of  Europe,  and  by  which  Ruffia  was  con« 

*  Let  US  only  confider»  for  .ioAancCi  the  coQaedUon 
thereby  obtained  with  the  Baltic. 

H  2  fiderably 


lOd  HISTORY   OF    RUSSIA. 

fiderably  augmented,  Peter  had  an  opportumtf 
for  enlarging  the  borders  of  his  empfre  UkewUe 
towards  the  fouth.      Several  diftorbances  had 

* 

arifen  in  Perlia  fo  long  fince  as  1769;  aad 
among  others,  at  the  capture  of  the  perfian  town 
Schamachy  in  1712,  a  number  of  ruffian  ma** 
chants  were  partly  killed,  and  partly  defpoiled  of 
their  property.  Petef,  in  17 15,  entered  inid'-a 
new  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  (hah  of  Peffia, 
and  promifed  him  at  the  fame'  time  affiftancc 
againft  the  rebels.  He  afterwards  took  fuch  ad- 
Tantage  of  favourable  circumftances  as  to  make 
k  eafy  for  him  to  gain  the  dominion  of  the 
Cafpian,  by  marching  into  Ferfia  in  1722,  in 
order,  as  he  declared  in  his  manifefto,  to  pro* 
te£t  the  (hah,  who  in  fad  was  much  reduced  by 
repeated  exertions ;  but  at  the  fame  time  to 
chaflife  the  rebels  who  had  behaved  fo  injuri- 
oufly  to  the  ruffian  fubjeds.  He  arrived  with 
his  army  at  Derbent,  and  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  that  city.  Peter's  new  fuccefles  foon  rouzed 
the  attention  of  the  Porte ;  and,  alarmed  at  ^lis 
progtefs  in  the  adjoining  country  of  Perfia^ 
threatened  him  with  a  war.  However,  the  two 
powers  came  to  an  agreement  by  a  treaty  fimilar 
to  that  which  in  our  times  was  entered  into  by 
Ruffia,  Auftria,  and  Pruffia  on  the  partition  of 
Poland }  and  in  virtue  whereof  the  porte  appro- 

7*  priated 
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priated  to  itfelf  a  part  of  Perfia^  Peter  obtained 
teyerfil  provinceSy  and  the  reft  of  the  country 
remained  to  the  fhah.  It  w^s  natuially  to  be 
.  fuppofed  that  the  laft  did  not  heartily  concur  in 
this  partitioa ;  a$  the  fequel  indeed  conBnned. 
Befides,  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  occupied 
by  the  Turks  and  Ruffians  looked  upon  thefe 
pretended  patrons  as  '  ene^iies' ;  and  it  coil  Peter 
agr^t  number  of  men,  and,  by  reafon  of  the 
^  diftaAce  of  Ruflia,  much  money,  to  maintain 
himleif  m  ppfleffion  of  th^  five  diftrids  tliat  had 
been  a^otted  to  him, 

.  In  the  very  year,  however,  when  this  partition 
was  efiedled,  4725,  Peter  died  ;  and  his  fecond 
confort  Catharine  afcended  the  throne* 

Peter,  when  no  more  than  in  his  teventeenth 
'  year  had  married  Eudokhia  Lapukhin.  But 
the  character  of  that  lady  was  too  c^pofite  to  his 
own  to  allow  of  any  lading  union.  Eudgkhia 
was  defcended  from  a  very  ancient  ruffian'  fa« 
mily ;  and^  imbued  with  the '  prejudices  of  her 
country  and  rank,  could  find  no  fatisfa£lion  in 
Peter's  more  liberal  way  of  thinking  in  regard  to 
religious  ceremonies,  his  contempt  for  the  clergy, 
his  innovations,  and  his  intercourfe  with  foreign- 
ers, but  made  him  frequent  reproaches  for  his 
illicit  amours,  and  created  in  him  a  diflike  to 
bcTi  which  file  ieemed  rather  djfpofed  to  fofter 

ji  3  than 
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tb^  to  remove.  Add  to  this^  that  Petef's'&- 
Touritesy  who  were^ofitca  from  the.  lo weft,  orders, 
were,  flighted  by  her,  and  therefore  took  tbeir  %e^ 
veDf^e  by  alienatiag  the  tzar^s  affeSiou^  from 
her ;  andf  ac  lengthy  after  b^  had  repudiated 
her,  even  made  her  fufpeded.  by  hijn  of  keep- 
ing a  correfpondence  with  his  enemies.  This 
drew  uppn  her  the  hard  bt  of  being  baai(hed  to 
|k  conyeat  [16983,  On  the  fubfequent  conr 
demnation  of  her  fon»  in  whofe  criininal  tranf* 
aflions,  it  was  pretended,  but  never  proved,  tb^t 
fhe  took  part,  Perer  fent  her  to  anothei;  codt 
vent,  where  (he  wa3  doomed  to  live,  like  a  pri- 
foner,  on  hard  diet,  till  (he  was  afterwards  fet 
at  liberty  by  her  grandfon  Peter  11. 

Peter's  early  averfion  to  Eudokbia  bad  a  moft 
pernicious  influence  on  Aiexey,  the  fon  ihe  bore 
him  ia  1(590,  and  was  the  ground  of  the  deplor 
rable  feries  of  forrows  which  befel  that  prince. 
The  diifenuons  between  the  father  and  the 
mother  fpeedily  diminiihed  the  father's  afiedion 
for  Alexey.  Peter's  vad  and  comprehenfive 
plans^  his  campaigns,  his  concerns,  entirely  con^ 
fined  to  the  reformation  and  improvement  of 
the  empire,  with  his  various  journies  to  the  re- 
mote parts  of  his  dominions,  preyented  him 
from  palling  much  attention  to  the  education  of 
\i\s  fon.     ^Qxey  at  fir  ft  grew  up  under  female 

tuition* 
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tutdotii  tod  ttiiyen  fell  into  the  haa^^of  foins.«f 
thedBTgyy}  irho^  vidi:  moft  oft  the  metnbers  of 
the  iffkiUNl  order,  in  Ruffia^  ware  /.diiTatisfied 
,  iricht  Pete9*'s  reforms,  with  his.  taieratu^n^  and 
hk  notion  ^f  eoclefiadicai  ^uthoyity,  which, 
though*  juftj  was  by  no- means  agre^albk  to.  that 
tK:>dy,and  they  therefore  hppqd  to-  led^ate  this 
fon^as  afatui«  pillar  of  the  chijrch.  Under  their 
guidance  /the  prince  imbibed  prejudices  in 
^btindance^  apd  daily  conceived  a  greater  abhor «- 
rence*  for  his  father.  This  being  obferved  by 
Feter,  be  put  an  end  to  the  fpiritual  educaiiont 
and  appointed^M^ntchikof  chief  preceptor  of  the 
{^lin^d^  a  man  who  himfelf  had  never  received  the 
flighted  educat'icm,  but  by  hrs  attachment  to  the 
tzar-  had  acquired  hts  favour.  Mentebikof  was 
nbt  foad  of  Alexey^^and  the  latter  hadbeei) 
early  ^nfplred  by  the  mother  with  contempt  and 
averfion  for  thfe  favourite  of  his 'father^  Th« 
tutors^,  who  wete  now  placed  about  the  prince^ 
were  not  able  to  eradicate  the  pre^ices  imr 
preffed  on  his- mind  from  his  in&ncy,  «md  now 
grown  inveterate ;  befides,  he  had  an  uaconr 
kfuerable'  dfffike  to  them  as  foreigners.  The 
Aiture  fovereign  of  fo  vaft  an  empire,  that  was 
liow  reformed  in  all  its  parts,  and  by  profperous 
wars  (Vill- farther  enlarged;  the  heir  of  a  throng, 
Wfaofe  {>oirefor  ruled  over  many  millions  of 

U  4  people, 
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peoi^bv^faad  bow' brought  «p>iM>xii1ik"blnb«k  if 

nuidio^  hk^ueoHrite  fludf:  vridi  acafiadty 
Cm*  tbt^fe  fcieKeif  wiodk  avedifefdl  id  ^(MphmAn^ 
he  difeovOTMl  iio  imlkutii4mfM  ibem;^  lM<m;oi^ 
he  addifleci  hcttfeli  tuAy  m  tiCar  toi  druikkii0ne& 
tnd:othcr  e»o^ffes.  There  ^iivtsfc  i^  ^itf^tHidfig  fik^ 
as  flattered  his  peifverie  dUj^icidm,  4if  t«|f>l4- 
fentiii^  to  him  that  i^e  ruffian  nation  %as  <lKlb(i!l- 
fied  nrith  iii»  fidier,  that  it  was  itnpofflUe  for  him 
10  beXufiened  long' in  tk  career  of  ffiniMaitdtl^'  \\kl 
eveflK'hiaiife  was  n€«  Uhely  Do  hold/mit  ^gadift-iil 
many  .fatigtieS)  ^ith  mtaiy  othe)*  thing)  o£a  WAt 
i^urar  Alacejfs  way  of  Itfe^  partioutarly  fail 
Hidc4eiice  -and  iloth^  ivere  highly  difplesfisigt  W 
Fetbr^  Mdntcbikof,  from  political  matrves^i  ttt 
prefiEinri^^hhnfdif  amd  Cathariiie)  was  <xmlfaaitly 
e«{if}Qy^  ia  laQuing  the  tsar^s  refeittniimis^ 
"while  AleKey'd  adherents,  oa  the  other  haad^ 
were  epabracing  every  opportunity  for.ificreafiiiqg 
theaver(i<Hi  of  the  prince^  who,  fromiAsiVepf 
cradle^  bad  never  known  what  it  was  lto,love^ 
and  had  only  dreaded  his  father.  Aieicey ^eveii 
at  times  gave  plain  intimations,  that  be  wottid 
hereafter  undo  all  that  his  £uther  wsa  ib  fedu«>' 
loufty  Imngitig  about.  Nay,  when  the  latter,  itc 
17 ix,  went  on  an  expedition  a^ainft  the  Turfas, 
Tfki  appointed  the  priace  regent  dnridg  his  ab- 

feftce. 
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iirafl  kt  b6pesit0r!TefoimfflinEitteiHpdir»t^^ 

.Ii7if  i9i90t9!H1l^ndu}g  s^r^her  AninfiiBt  Jqinlfakk 
of i  rmA  wA  ih^rt^  aod.  hiei*  great  btztiirfv  ^csouM 
tt^i^tejmpteffiea  'Oftibinv:  and  tftinknoader 
dMto4d  of  grief,  brou^t  dii 4)y  tfaQ. niiiia^ 
'o»ii»Uibft^  .faon  ifter  giymg  iHtthi  *>  a  p^imn, 
vh9!!Aas!<dkdJ)y  theiiaAXw  cf  ^hifgrrndfildi^^ 
Petcr^  ^tyisQ  %  a  continmnbe  in^hl^i  diftAvbk 
modeiof  life^  by  his  hwihAvficht  tovrttti^lik 
fpoufeybytas  iticsrtoutfe ^th  petfcdis  ^Mtfr'^MM^e 
nooorioQs  for  their  halted  of  Peter  andiiin  '1^- 
forms^  Mexty  feemed  bent  upofi  au^«nd Ag 
his  father^  difplefafurtf  laccoWittgly,  ftO^ 
1715,  Peter  tvrofe  to  him^  ^  If  you  do  fsot 
^'  amend,  1  will  extltde  y6u  from  the  fuceeffioit 
^ '  to  the  At bcie.  If  I  Ipare  not  tny  own  life  ftyr 
*«  tbfe  good*  of  my  people,  why  fliould  Ifp^ 
«*:yOTrf^  '- Affd  in  another  letter,  Aortfy  after, 
oa'AIteey^ ^declaring  that  he  would  rteounce 
thi^  fiicce^on :  **  If  you  vff^e  even  at  pg^Ienc 
v  r  .  ♦*  inclined 
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f f .  incHited  M  kc^p  youi;  ,pmiMl<u  y^t  ^l^^  ^ngr 
W  be^rdfi l^n«ou}d(ftt  a^y  rirae  <3ompei  yqu  t« 
*^  fciwk.ifc^  -JE^yQu  weK-»fift;  mP  ^.  ^9  ar» 
^  duovs  undcvttiktpga  f  Qq.  yq^  &QI4  alp^ys 
*^  cnifure.aad.condeiKfli.TivhsitAver  I/am^  al>le.t9 
^^  doifor  the  benefit. of  my  pfsq>le?  Hai^e  {  mot 
^.  reafon  to  -believe  that  you  will  tuhh^MM  yioa 
**  furvive  me?  Strive,  ther^gfore,  either. tfp. x€»- 
f*  der  yourfelf  worthy  of  the  thi^one,  or  make 
^  choice  of  the  monaftic  life/*  Alexey  pre- 
ftdred  the  ktter.  Peter  confepM^  thgu^t)  t^ 
iaunedtately :  but,  to  give  him  time  for  oOB&lefr- 
aiioD,  took  a  journey  in  the  following  yfi^jr^jy^i^^ 
ta  Ccqicnbagen,  and  fern. for  the  prince  tP  fora^ 
a(  the  fame  time  endeavourihg  to  poliih  him  by 
paerA  and  fociety.  Ales:ey  fet  out  from  Mpfcc^ 
Iwit,  inftead  of  proceeding  to  his  f^their  at  Co- 
4)enh9geil,  wait,  to  the  ^emperor  Charles  Vl^af 
Vienna,  who.  was  married  to  a  fifter  of  the  de- 
icea&d  ^confort  of  Alexey.  From  Viei\^a  Cha,rlejs 
ient  him  to  a  fortrefs  in  the  Tyrol,  ^d.  froi^ 
thenoe  to  St,  Illmo,  a  neapolitan.  fortrefs,  in 
Jiopes  that  he.  could  here  remain  undifpovere^l 
under  a  borrowed  name.  .  This  ^ht,  as  migbt 
jiaturaUy  have  been  €xpe£ted»  greatly  incrieiLfi^ 
the  indignation  of  the  tzar.  He  caufed  diiige^^ 
inquiry  to  be  made.     The  emperor  made  form^ 

•  The  dcrgy. 

remon^ 
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t^caofi9^Tihce9  agtfMl  ^detiVeriAg  hkxi  €p,  but 
^t^tt*  :nlfi€#  >ftiU<  mote  eaitieft  renSoiiftrancet 
.  a^falft  his  'Ut)hoMmg^  ^d  aff<^rdmg  protedioa  to 
9.  fiHij^  in  oppofltioki^  to  hit  parent :  Alexay  was 
tu:oKy#diiigIy  given- up;  aifid  recurnad  to  Mo&a 

Fttet  now  in  a  pubUc  proclimacion  declared 
Mm  to  bavb  forfeited  the  crown,  A  conrt^  con- 
lifting  of  1 80  perfonff,  among  whom  55  were  of 
the  clergy,  was  appointed  to  try  him.  Many  of 
the  ecde(ia(lical  judges  would  donbtleis  hare 
willingly  iaved  him,  as  they  Tifited  the  tzar  lo  pccr 
vate,addrefledtheiDfelve9  to  his  feelin^^cou&flcd 
that  he  was  deferving  of  punifliment,.  but  at  tbt 
lime- time  retfiinded  the  tzar  of  the  pattern .pn> 
(cttxted  him  by  Chrlfl:  in  the  parable  of  the  prodigal 
ibn,  but  the  temporal  judges  declared  this  priMf 
to  have  incurred  the  penalty  of  death  as  guilty  of 
crimes  againft  the  ftate.  Many  peribtu  wha 
were  accomplices  in  his  pretended  plot,  for  the 
charge  was  never  brought  home  to  him,  to  get 
pofleflion  of  the  crovm  /luring  his  father's  lifer 
time,  or  had  aflifled  him  in  his  flight,  or  accom- 
panied him  in  it,  were  capitally  executed.  A 
manifefto  was  publifhed,  declaring,  that  the 
^ince,'  on  hearing  the  fentence  of  death,  fiaU 
imp  violent  convulfions,  during  which  he  ex« 
pired.  [1718.3 

The 
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The  reports  that  were  /pread  concerning  the 
real  manner  of  his  deaths  are  extremely  va- 
rious *•  From  Peter's  greaf  adiyity^  from  his 
indefatigable  zeal  to  rouzie  hi^  people  o.ut  oi  thai . 
fluggifhnels  and  ignorance  ta  which  hefoood 
them,  and  to  new-model  his  empire  in  aU  its 
parts,  it  may  reafbnably  enough  be  imaginedy 
that,  as  Brutus  the  Rom^m  formerly  did, .  be 
might  forget  the  father  in  the  fovereign ;  the 
prince  bdiiig  by  no  other  means  to  be  dii|)ofed  of, 
and  as  Peter  muH  have  been  perfeAly  coxirinced, 
that,,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  be  no  more^  Akixey  his 
fucceflbr,  Supported  by  the  clergy,  by- the  m* 
contented  ampng  the  great,  and  by  the  hatvcd^ 
tiot  yet  entirely  eradicated,  of  a  ^eat  part  of  the 
aitioa  towards  fioreigaers  and  innovations^  wovld 
isompktely  demoIUh  what  he^  with  (o  much  ex- 
ertion, with  fuch  unwearied  zeal  &>x  tbe;,wel£u« 
of  the  couhtry  had  been  flriving  to  fpund,  to 
eftablifli,  and  to  rectify.  To  free  his  mind  from 
this  iad  profpeft,  he  could  think  of  no  better 

*  Such  aSy  that  he  was  fecrctly  beheadedi  and  the  head 
then  fewn  on  to  the  body,  that  it  might  be  ezpofed  to  the 
public,  and  that  he  died  naturally  be  rendered  probaUe. 
Other  aocounta  fay,  that  a  vein  was  opened,  and  that  He 
WM  bled  to  death.  Again,  others  ^alk  of  a  death  by  the 
dreadful  knoot. 


means 
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means  than  by  the  death   of  a  prince,  who, 
though  perHaps  more  weak  tlian  wicked,  ^  more 
milled  thafi  of^  himfetf  capable  dt  forming  pro- 
jefts  det)1inent)al  t6  the  empire :  yet,  by  his  weak- 
Defs  ind  cdndefcenfion  In  tus  Aittire  relations  as 
ibvereigh  of  the  ruffian  empire,  could  not  but  be 
produftive  of  h»m  to  the  country.    Moreover, 
during  tUe  whole  of  the  pirince's  trial,  Peter  pro- 
ceeded openly,  did  not  defpotfcally  pronounce  fen* 
tence  upon  him,  but  the  court  declared  him  guilty^ 
In  the  room  of  the  condemned  Alexey,  the 
tzar  nominated  a  prince,  named  Peter,  whom 
Catharine  had  borne  to  him,  to  be  his  fucceflbt; 
but  h^  died  in  1719*     There   was   now-*  re- 
mairth^  only  Alcxey's  fon,  Pfeter's  gtandfon,  as 
male  heir  to  the  throne,  and  he  was  extremely 
young,  being  then  C1719]  only  four  years  old. 
Pettr,  who  fek  that  he  was  not  likely  to  attain  to 
any  greaf  age,  and  that  he  ibould  not  fee  his 
graridfon  grown  up  to  maturity  for  the  throne, 
was  now  Ae  more  anxious  to  appoint  a"  fit  fuc- 
cefibr.    In  order,  however,  to  be  quite  at  liberty 

to  fix  his  choice  upon  whom  he  would,  he  pube 

Kflicd  inlFebruary  1722  an  extremely  remarkable 

lavlr*i  ircgirdlng  the  fucceflion  to  the  throne. 

■"■'*■''  He 

*  Among  other  things  it  is  therein  faid,  **  that  he  pub- 
^  lifhcd  this  law,  that  the  children  of  future  monarchs  might 

"   Dot, 
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He  aboU(hed  the  hereditary  fucceflion,  and  or* 
dained^  that  every  future  monarch  ihould  be  at 
liberty  to  conftitute  as  fucceflbr  to  the  throne,  the 
perfon  whom  he  (hould  deem  mod  fit  and  wortfayt 
but  migfal  revoke  his  choice  if  be  faw  that  the  per- 
fon nominated  was  rendering  himfelf  unworthy  of 
it.  Peter's  intentions  in  framing  this  law  might  be 
very  laudable,  but  it  was  manifeftly  liable  to  be  a 
fource  of  difcord  among  the  members  of  the 
reigning  family,  and  thus  become  dangerous  to 
the  empire.  The  learned  biftiop  Theophanes 
was  ordered  by  Peter  to  compofe  a  work  under 
the  title  of,  **  The  right  of  the  monarch  in  the 
**  arbitrary  appointment  of  a  fuccelfor  to  the 
"  empire.**  In  the  meantime  Peter  departed  this 
life  without  having  appointed  a  fucceffor;  and 
Catharine,  taken  prifoner  by  the  Ruflians  at  Ma- 
rienburg  in  1702,  became  emprefs  of  Ruflia. 


<«  dot,  from  the  diflblute  example  of  Alexej,  fall  into  fimi- 
^.lar  iniquititiy  but  be  reftrained  from  imitating  faim»  hf 
**  knowing  that  it  was  in  the  breaft  of  the  reigning  fovc- 
**  reign  to  deprive  them  of  the  fucccffion." 
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.  Having  clojTed  the  former  part  of  this  Hiftory 
of  Ruflia  with  a  few  obfervations  on  the  .  civili- 
zatioa  and  culture  of  the  ruiliaa  nation,  from 
the,  origin  of  the  empire  tp  the  time  pf  Mikhaila 
Romanoff  I  will  now  prefent  the  reader  with  an 
account  of  the  prpgrefs  which  the  Ruifians  have 
made  in  a  variety  of  refpefts  to  the  death  of 
Pet/sr  the  Great,  and  principally,  by  his  me^s« 
Accordingly,  I  fliall  here  attempt  to  give  a.  conr« 
preffed  reprefentation  of  all  which  that  great 
fovereign  performed  and  regulated.  —  The  ad^ 
,inini{lration  of  government  and  laws,  army  and 
navy,  ecclefiaftical  affairs  and  fciences,  arts,  ma« 
nufa£iures,  trade,  commerce,  handicrafts  and 
means  of  livelihood  in  general,  focial  life  and 
ordinary  inter^ourfe,  the  cuftoms,  and  manners, 
nay,  the  whole  turn  of  mind  of  the  ruiliaa 
nation  were  within  the  fpace  of  little  more  than 
the  twenty  years  which  Peter  reigned,  either  fo 
changed  or  fo  entirely  new  created  and  forpned^ 
that  it  is  well  worth  while  to  defcribe  his 
influence  on  thefe  feveral  objeds,  for  fhewing, 
what  the  Ruf&ans  as  a  nation  have  a£lually 

gained 
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gained  by  him.    Pr^io«lly9  however,  fome  few 
things  farther  conGemmg  his  prcdeceflbrs. 

MiKHAiLAy  the  firft  tzir  of  the  djnafty  Ro- 
manoff acquired  great  merit  by  ptomodng  the 
ruffian  commerce  with  Knghitd  and  Perfia. 
France,  likewife,  in  order,  Uke  England^  to 
rea^  advantage  from  a  nearer  connefidon  with 
Ruffia^  fent  an  andnfidor  to  Mofco,  and  kk 
1629  a  treaty  of  friendflnp  and  commerce  was 
fettled  between  the  two  countries.  Albxet  was 
ftOl  more  adive  in  the  extenfion  of  commerce, 
in  the  adoption  of  arts  and  trades,  than  his 
fadier  had  been ;  and,  as  his  reign  immediately 
followed  on  turbul^t  times,  could  foSlblj  be* 
Under  him  Ruifia  became  much  more  ac- 
quainted  with  the  reft  of  Europe.  A  ruffian 
embafiy  travelled  to  ^ain,  France,  and  Hol<- 
land.  In  the  laft-mentioned  country  they  were 
accofted  with  peculiar  liberality  and  friendfliip ; 
hence  they  therefore  took  away  with  them  fevesal 
fhip-carpenters  and  fiubrs,  as  Alexey  had  al^ 
ready  conceived  the  defign  of  caufmg  flips  to  be 
built  for  iaiHng  by  the  Volga  into  the  Capias. 
Defigning  to  carry  on  by  means  of  that  lieai  the 
trade  with  Ferfia  fo  very  in^)ortant  on  account  of 
its  filk,  which  hitherto  had  been  neceflarBy  pro* 
finruted  by  land,  and  which,  befides  dutf  it 
was  more  ezpenfive  and  troublefome,  the  roads 

duiher 
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tiiither  v  were  im>w  '  becftme  esttemtty  ttnlkfe^  W 
the  depndktiadr  of  Aie  )mak».  liC)  th^efore^ 
alfo  cdhckiAed  ii  d^eaty  6f Vrdimherce  whii  Fertia 
iniGffy;  blrt  Radziiifs  rlibeUion,  and  his  rob- 
berietf  w  the  vidtiity  c^  Afltaldxan,  and  the  pi-- 
racies  committed  by  him  6)1  the  Cafpiafl^  de- 
ftattd  thl^  eiiterprife,  ere'k  eame  hito  pl^. 
Of  kmger  dursftion,  of  itieomparably  greater  and 
more  beneficial  iif&tienjpe  on  the  nation,*  uvu  the 
laW-book  (called  Uioflienie,'nacional-hiW9)'\Miich 
Akxey  caufeil  to  be  cempiled ;  bi  which,  though 
the  code  put  togethd-  by  Ivab^,  as  wdt  ai  the 
laf er  ordihances  of  Git  tzsM,'  were  tAe  gfoUhkT* 
work  of  It,  yet*a  great  htimbe^  of  Ihe'lawtf  li^ere 
altered  aiid  amended,  adapted  more  to  tke  iften 
fiate  of  the  nation,  and  feveral  new  oniis  Wefre 
added,  i-  This  flfatufre-law  affoi'ds  abundant  pr66f, 
that,fT6m'  the  time  of  I^aii,  they  hatl  learned  to 
deciife  more  jtiftly  coriccrning  right  iihd'  ^oUgy 
and  to  afceftalri  the  puriiflime'hts  on"  traii%rtf- 
fions  of  fbe  la\Vs  with  more  equity,  difcretio\i, 
and  YndcfeditSon.  Thus,  for  example,  it  cna'db, 
that,  /*  mtentional  murder  fliall  be  peremptorily ' 
^^  punnhed  with  death  in  rhe  perpetrator,'  ahil^ 
*'*iii  tftofe  who  have  been  afliftih^  fo'Kim. 
**  Yet  no  vengeance  for  bfodd,  and  in '  general ' 
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^  no£^.reyeage  is  allowed.**—"  If  an^  oneb^ 
"  at  the  lame  time  indebted  to  Ruffians,  and  to 


cc 


CC 

> 

CC 

cc 


cc 
cc 


forei{;ners»  when  it  comes  to  a  complaint,  the 

foreigners  (hall  have  precedence  in  the  pay- 

**  ment."     In  regard  to  the  impartial  admini- 

(Iration  of  juftice  many  found  maxims  are  feen 

in  it :   '^  All  matters  between  the  inhabitants  of 

f'  the  ruffian    empire   (hall    be   decided   with 

juftice.     Foreiguers^  and  all  fettlers  ihall  have 

the  very  fame  law,  without  regard  to  friend* 

fhip  or  hatred.     The  judge  (hall  not  have 

refpe£l  to  the  face  of  the  mighty,  and  (hall 

•*  deliver  the  opprelTed  out  of  the  hands  of  the 

unju(t.     The  partial  judge,  if  his  iniquity  be 

clearly  proved,  (hall  pay  to  the  complainant 

"  threefold,  the  demand,  befides  a  fine  or  pe* 

nalty  to  the  tzar  ;  moreover,  in  cafe  he  be  a 

l^yar,  a  chamberlain,  or  of  the  council,  he 

*^  (hall,  lofe  his  rank ;  if  he  be  an  inferior  he 

(hall  be  knooted  publicly  in  the  market,  and 

jtiever   thenceforward   be   employed  in   any 

^<  bu(ine£s.**  Other  laws  muifc  indeed  be  judged 

of,  aqcording  to  the  then  ftate  of  the  ru(nan 

nation,  not  according  to  the  times  in  which  we 

live :  thus,  for  inftance,  inftead  of  the  penahy 

of  death  to  be  inflided,  as  fortnerly,  on  the  (econd 

ad  of  theft,  it^was  now  ordained,  that  only  the 

third  dieft  (houl4  he  a  capital  orime ;  but  that 

»  '  6    ^  the 
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tbe  thiefyfbr  the  firft  and  fecOnd  oSeact^  fhould  be 
fev^ely  correded,  and  one  of  his  ears  cut  off  as  a 
mark  of  his  guilt,  and  for  the  more  impreffive 
warning  to  othiers. 

Under  Alexey  a  Veiy  cohfidefable  trade  was 
-^  opened  with  China,  in  ^hich  the  fiberisbn  furs 
were  delivered  to  the  Chlnefe  in  return  for  filks 
and  other  ftuffs,   rhubarb,   &c.     The  hiffian 
yufts,  hemp,  fope,  potaflies,  as  well  as  coarfe 
linen,  were  already  confiderable  articles  of  ex- 
portati(m :  on  the  other  hand,  many  nece0arie$ 
were  brought  from  other   countries,   particu- 
larly from  Sweden -the  iron  that  was  wanted,  of 
which  metal  fo  much  was  afterwards  ^covered 
in  Ruflia.     That  the  Ruffians  were  now  groWii 
fomewhat  more  adive  and  induftrious,  ^is  a 
natural  confequence  of  the  increafing  tradd  with 
foreigners.     Yet  their  aftivity  and  traffic  bore 
no  proportion  with  the  activity  and  induftry  of 
the  other  european  nations  of  that  time.    Fo-. 
.  rcigners  refided  among  them,  but  the  Ruffiana 
held  no  intercourfe  with'  them,  except  from  mer- 
^  Cantjle  views ;  in  all  other  regards  they  looked 
upon  theoiwith  fcorh.  '  Ifhey  had  the  greateft 
.  ^erfion  to  foreign  manners,  cuftoms,  and  arts, 
and  even  the  form  of  their  clothes  differed  too 
.  muQh  from  the  foreign  modes  of  ^refa  to"  allow 
them  ahx.  near  ind  familiar  approach.     The 
.  ^  ;  a  ambaffador^ 
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stiri»flii4ors  ami  thetr  redaiM  fsrcepted,  fcaro^ 
any  Rufiiim  went  abroad ;  and  therefore  iiQthiQg 
fhort  of  fuch  a  bold  genius  as  Peter  afterwards 
proved!,  could  have  operated  efficadoufly  on  the 
temper  of  that  nation,  and  in  a  maoner  incor- 
porated what  w^s  good  in  other  countries  into 
his  own  people.  Of  the  clergy  nothing  was  to  be 
cxpe%d*  The  generality  of  that  body  of  men 
were  rude,  unformed,  and  ignorant,  and  fo  iiH* 
terate,  that  many  of  them  could  not  write.  The 
fuperior  clergy,  it  is  true,  ftood  in  great  refped ; 
the  patriarch  was  the  firft  perfon  in  the  e^^)ire 
after  the  tzar :  but  the  fpiritual  dominion,  fcft . 
fu*  as  it  extended  to  temporal  matters,  had  been 
Crom  the  remoteft  periods  fo  interwoven  with  the 
maxim  ths^t  the  people  (hould  be  kept  in  igno« 
ranee,  that  nothing  co^l4  be  hoped  for  from  the 
ruflian  clergy,  imtil  they  fhould  be  brought  back 
to  their  proper  deftination  of  teachers  appointed 
for  the  moral  ajad  intelle£iual  improvement  of  the 
nation.  A  blind  attachment  to  theological  tenets, 
the  attendance  on  church  rites,  a.  punctual  ob- 
fervance  of  th$  fa(b,  croffing  themfelves  before 
the  iacred  pictures,  and  things  of  like  miport, 
ODmpofed  the;  whole  eflence  of  religion.  The 
natipqal  cbara^er,  however,  of  the  Ruili^s  of 
thole  times  bor^  undeniable  marks  of  intrinfic 
worth.    **  If  1  keep  not  my  word,  may  it  turn. 

'*  t(^ 
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**  to  my  infamy  !*^  This,  which  had  Hereto- 
fore been  the  cuftomary  confirmation  of  a  pro* 
mife^,  was  now  indeed  grown  rather  out  of 
fefhion,  yet  they  ftill  were  much  attached  to 
fidelity  and  credit.  Numbers  of  their  cnftomt  . 
could  not  be  indifferent  to  the  formation  of 
character.  Thus,  for  example,  it  was  ufual  oil 
Sundays  for  the  younger  members  of  a  family 
to  vifit  the  elders  of  it,  and  to  carry  home  with 
them  many  good  leflbns  from  the  convcrfatiort ' 
of  their  parents  and  grand-parents  f.  There 
was  a  certain  gravity  peculiar  to  the  nation, 
which  indeed  frequently  degenerated  into  an 
indolent  and  gloomy  behaviour,  a  formality, 
too  great  an  attachment  to  everything  tradi- 
tionary, and  an  averfion  to  everything  new,  and 
not  indigenous  to  their  country.     In  the  great 

« 

towns  of  the  empire,  as  Novgorod,  Pfceve,  it 

•  •     * 

was  cuftomary  for  all  the  men  about  noou.  to 

•  See  voL  i.  p,  367. 

•I*  RarereQce  and  obedience  of  childvea  to  parents  wju 
univerfally  muQh  regarded ;  as  is  likewife  feen  from  fome  of 
the  laws  of  the  land.  For  inftance,  "  When  chfldren  hf- 
<*  fult  their  parents,  or  even  ftrike  them  With  their  huid, 
^  aad  the  parents  make  complaint  of  k»  tljie  chOdiKa  (hall 
<<^  he  Jcnooted''^**  A  ^hild  that  brings  a  fonnal  procefa 
*<  againft  his  parent  ihall  not  be  heard,*  but  puniih/ed  with 
H  ^hc  knooty  and  then  delivered  up  to  theTparents." 

^  3  affemble 
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aflemble  in  a  public  places  and  to  difcourre  to- 
gether on  the  various  topics  that  occurred.  In 
Mofco,  the  capital  «ind  the  reiidence,  this  was 
done  in  what  was  called  the  beautiful  or  the  red 
place  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tzar's  palace.  Thefe 
meetings  had  much  refemblance  with  the  aflem^ 
|>lies  of  merchants  in  large  commercial  towns^  on 
the  exchange,  which  perhaps  might  gradually 
arife  from  the  intermixture  of  foreign  merchants. 
So  in  Mofco  a  variety  of  mercantile  bu^^xefs  was 
tranfafted,  yet  comps^ny  and  mutual  cpnverfe 
were  the  primary  motive  of  thefe  aflcmblies. 
Accorjjingly,  here  were  not  only  traders,  but 
likewife  perfons  of  all  ranks,  the  humble^ 
burgher,  as  well  as  the  princips^  boyar^J  Their 
converfation  turned  on  public  and  domeftic  afr 
fairs,  they  made  acquaiintance,  iipparted  ^dvice 
to  on?  afiother^  and  young. perfoqs  particularly 
^light  Ifer;  pipk  up  myct^  gop4  inftru£lion  for 
the  future  management  of  bufinefs  and  houfe- 
.  keeping,  apd  a  ftpre  of  cautions  confirmed  from 
the  mouth  pf  experienced  perfons ;  they  like- 
wife  bad  an  opportunity  of  recpmmendii^ 
themfehret  to  fome.one  or  other,  or  of,  getting 
themfelves  intFodoced  by  a  friend  to  fuck  as.  in 
rime*  might  bef  of  fervice  to  them.  Tzar  Alexey 
bimfelf  encouraged  '  t^efe  public  meetings  tery 

much, 
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much,  and  was  pkafed  in  hearing  accounts  of 
whaterer  paffed  in  them  that  was  worthy  of 
notice* 

Feopor,  as  has  been  before  obferved,  prind* 
pally  effected   fome  alterations  in  the  notions  > 
that  were  current   concerning  the    privileges 
ariiing  from  pedigree,  and  true  or  &lfe  honour 
and  difgrace  among  the  nobility. 

A  late  ruflian  author  draws  the  following 
pifture  of  the  Ruffians  of  that  time :  **  .Their 
"^  knowledge  was  certainly  not  multifarious; 
^^  books  were  not  the  means  by  which  they 
<c  gaiiied  information,  but  the  example  of  pa- 
^  rents  and  education.  They  were  hofpitable 
^  and  courteous  without  felfifhnefs.  To  break 
^*  the  word  once  given,  was  reputed  infamous  *• 
<<  ^  Lies  were  feverely  puniihed  even  in  children. 
<^  In  regard  to  manners  a  certain  uniformity 
^<  prevailed,  and  in  general  fiimnefs  of  prin* 
ciples,  a  naturally  found  underftanding,  and  a 
right  judgment.  Their  indu(b7  was  iblely 
^  coniioed  to  the  country-produds.^'  The 
name  of  barbarians,   therefore,    cannot    widx 

*  lo  proof  of  this  the  fame  aiitlunr  obftrrciy  that  maften 
and  ibrraota  ufoally  boand  theihfelTet  by  a  wrktM  coolnft, 
depofited  m  a  public  office.  Tht  ilrcIitzeH  in  their  infur* 
reAion^  burnt  thefc  contra^s ; .  but  the  feifants  remained 
(rue  to  their  naften  notwithMnding. 

14  any 
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49y  prppriety  be  b^ftow^ d  on  the  RufliaQS  1% 
general)  previous  to  the  time  pf .  Peter ;  tbottgU 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that,  in  comparifon^  \rith 
other  eiiropeim  natioqs  oS  the  fame  period,  fhe 
Engliih,  French,  Germans,  &c.  th^y  yere  fome 
Qcnturies  behind  in  point  of  civilization,  aa4 
that^  particularly  in  the  inlwd  provinces,  pro- 
found ignorance,  untra^ableneis,  iloth,  and,  in 
part  alfo,  real  barbarifm  prevailed* 

» 

,  I  come  now  to  the  age  of  P^ter,  to  fpeatk  o£ 
vhat  his  people  gained,  by  him  in  poim  of  cvl^ 
ture*  .  As  hr  as  related  to  the  oay£RNiii^T» 
ike  alterations  that  Peter  made  in  it  were  ^f- 
(ainly  advantageous  to  the  improvevient  cf  the 
nation.  The  entire  goTer9ment  in  aU  its  p9a*^ 
bad  hitherto  ever  been  .def{)otic.  T|ic  boyars, 
wlio  iat  at  the  helm  of  thf  ft  ate  in  tfat  oapitali 
as  well  as  the  viceroys  in  the  provinces, .  de« 
cided,  commanded,  and  z&ed  according  tp  their 
own  humours.  Peter  abrogated  what  waft  caUcd 
the  boyarfkoi  dver,  or  court  of  boyars,  wUch 
had  hitherto  conftituted  the  mimftry  of  the -tsnr, 
and  without  the  confent  whereof  nodiiag  wM 
be  enafted ;  appointing  in  its  place  ^  *  senate 


•I- , 


,  •  All  the  decrees  of  government,  accordingly,  begao 
with  thefc  words :  By  command  of  the  tzar,  and  with  ^hc 
approbation  of  the  boyars. 

dependv^t 
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OQ  the  monarch,  and  at  the  Cune  tune 
|en  imperial  collegfs^,  each  having  ita  own  proper 
buiineft  within  it$  peculiar  department.  In  thdc 
}K)  determinatipn  could  be  made  by.  any  one , 
perfon^  but  the  meqibers  were  to  deUvisr  their 
fentiments  in  general  confohation,.  s^^d  to  pro- 
|)ounc§  i^pon  thequefticH]^  by  tbemajority  gf  voic^. 
Xhe  APMi^i4tR^Tio>f  OP  jvsTioB  likewHe 
w^  an  obje^  U¥it  Peter  wa»  terf*  4eflrou$  of 
f^rredtog  fca  rfie  benefit  pf.  bk.  <»)imtry ;  for, 

as  majQy  pfjbi$'pr^eceflQr5  had  already  foiu4 
^hemfel?es  qnder  al^  neceffity  of  prevei^mg .  n^ 
laBkfi  in  fl^e  couf <9  by  laws  and  pwltk^f  ^ 
fetff  aUb  urat  well  sivi^re  that  this.fpecies  of 
iniqjuity  waB;extren^eIy  ffe(|u«njt. ,  He  ,fh«refpre 
abpMflied  mipft  of  the  fees  and  pot^uiiiteg  of  the 
coumji  that  the  popr' might  not  be  prevepted 
from  haTipg  te^ourfe  to  law  Ipr  obtainmg  tt^ 
right, '  for  fear  of  the  e^pence.  He .  pubKfted 
an  amended  mode  of  proceedings^  ,He  inlifte^ 
inflexibly  thatftri^  and  impartial  juftice  ihould 

beadminiftere^v^^d  when  any  judge  was  fbu^ 
g«ulty  <^  t^ng  bribes,  of  pronouncj^fentence 
from  favour  or  affedion,  or  of  opprefling  the 
poor,  hepuniflied  him  with  grea*- ftevcriry-and 
without  refpe£l  of  perfon  *.  —  It  was  his  en- 
•  .  , .    ,     .  deavour 

*  *  "Oius,'  for  tnftance,   Metitchikof,    that  •|ill-p<jwerfiil 
fitveuiite  of  the*  tzar,  on  account'  of  hb  ^nderhaiid'  deat* 

ings, 

/ 
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dearour  therefore  to  fecure  the  common  man 
from  op|)reffioii9  to  proted  the  poor  among  the 
people  from  their  fuperiors,  and  to  provide  that 
evM  in  the  mod  indigent  inhabitant  of  the  empire 
batafianity  ihould  be  honoured  and  be  fcreened 
frdm  injuftice  and  arbitrary  power. 

There  had  been  great  deficiences  in  the  re- 
V£B)VRS  OF  THE  £MPiR£  tiU  his  time;  as,  from 
Mhc  bad  method  employed  in  raifing  them,  and 
Itom  vbrft  management  afterwards,  a  confider- 
lAfe  part  remadned  in  the  haiids  of  thofe  who 
-^d  ^  fuperintendance/  fo  that  at  lafl:^  very 
'little  camNS  Into  the  tizar's  treafury  j  be  n)|de  it 
lits  biifittefs  to  reduce  this  important  coticeni  <^ 
government  into  better  order.  Whereby  liko- 
tnfe^ihe  people' Were  gainers,  by  being  lefs  bur* 
deniH},  as  a  greater  regularity  preraiied,  andthe 
fetfeitrers  Were  under  clofer  obferv&tion. 

'  That  even  the  latv-book,  which  had  been 
compiled  in  the-teign  of .  Alexey,  from  which  I 
liave  already  quoted  a  few  fpecimens,  was  ftiB 
in  want  of  many  cone^ons ;  that  chicanery  was 
not  by  far  (ufficiently  guarded  againft  in  it,  and 

mt\$t*         I  ■  ■    ■  ■■     I  I         ii^B    sum  p    I   ^1     ■■     ^»     ■  i  II     ■  ■   ■■    I  I    ■■     I  ^  ■  I        I  p 

logs,  forfeited  his  fine  cftates  in  tlic  Xnuaine^  and  lAdreaver 
was  obliged  to  p«y-  a  fine  of  aoo«ooo  rabks.  i7sa.  Pclcf 
caiifed  other  paitiai  jifi%(8  to  be  kiy>ot«d»  ^^^l^ed  f  bcm  fui, 
boatflKd  them  to  Siberia,  aod  ^onfifcat^d  ^cir  efta^eit 

thai 
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l^at  it  was  notdecifive  in  all  cafes,  had  km^. 
been  manifeft;  Feter  here  too  made  it  his  eiu 
deayour  to  promote  the  interefts  of  his;  people^ 
He  framed  feveral  ftatutes  and  ordinances  that 
do '  honour '  to  him  as  a  lawgiver ;  but  they  rc». 
lated  only  to  particular  ohjeds.  He  afterwardSt 
however,  was  defirous  of  giving  out  an  entirely, 
new  coUedion  of  laws,  tompletely  adapted  to 
the  wants  and  condition  of  the  nation^  appointed 
a  commiffion  for  that  purpofe  in  1718,  with  in« 
firuftions  to  get  it  ready,  and  Co  take  for  t^9 
bafis  of  it  the  law-book  that  had  been  hitherto 
in  u%.  He  encouiaged  and  affifted  this  copK 
miflion  by  every  mieans  in  his  power,  and  amon^ 
^ther  things  commanded,  that  die  judges  fliould 
in  all  cale»  ftridly  adhere  to  the  letter  of  the 
law.  But  it  is  probable  that  tthe  xommiffioBCia' 
were  not  a£hiated  by  the  fame  zeal  and  ardour 
with  the  great  fovereign  for  the  beiefit  of  the 
country.  They  were  at  work  five  whoje  ypars> 
and  then  declared,  [1723,]  that  the  old  law^ 
book  could  not  ferve  as  aibundation,  and  .that 
Ae  bafia  of  it  muft  be  laid  on  a  plaqi  entirely 
new.  ^  Peter,  to  this  end,  felefted  the  daaifli 
code,  adverting  tq  the  alterations  neceflary^  to  be 
made  for  hi^  empire  and  his  nation.  But  -<*  juft 
9g  the  commifljon  were  oa  the  point  of  refuming 
labours  --»  he  died^  and  left  the  continue 

attoA 
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atton  and  completion  of  the  refonn  of  laws, 
fi^hich  he  had  fo  much  wiflied,  and  towards  vhich 
he  had  done  fo  much,  to  his  focceflbrs. 

Thu»  therefore  the  aiEurs  of  gorermnent  ac^ 
qttired  a  more  orderly  form,  better  fuited  to  a 
eivilt^ed  (Jeople,  the  fubje&s  now  direded  their 
dbeifience  rather  to  the  laws,  than  to  the  will 
:ind  caprice  of  their  fuperbrs,  even  the  poor  and 
Ibwer  orders  had  fome  pretenfions  to  right  and 
jtlftice,  the  ta^es  came  with  fewer  fubtraftiona 
into  the  treafary  of  the  fovereign,  and  in  the 
coHe£ling  of  them  there  was  lefs  opportunity  for 
aftd  of  dpprefiion.  All  which  muft  have  had  great 
iftiluence  on  the  rational  formation*  of  his  people* 
•  The  improvements  introduced  into  the  ruilian 
ARMY- 1  hteve  ahready  feveral  times  had  occafiou^ 
to^  mentioa^  and  in  thid  refpeft  likewife  Peter 
put  his  nation  on  a  different  footuig.  If  war,^ 
if  ftandihg  armies  be  once  admitted  as  necefllify 
etits,  then  certainly  it  is  meritorious  .in  that 
ruler  who  endeavours  to  give  his  fubje£ts  a 

more  thorough  knowledge  of  military  art.    Tu-i 

»  ...  ^ 

multuous  and  irregular  attacks  ceiifed  in  Peter's 
time  to  be  the  method  by  'winch  the.  fate  of 
a  battle  wa^  decided.    He  introduced'  the  know** 

ledge  of  artillery,  the  conftrttftion  •  and  defence 

*      ,       » 

of  batteries,  fbttifications,  anrf  entrenchments, 
regularity  and  order  in  the  attadr,  mthe  battte^ 

arid 
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ahd  even  in  retreat^  and^  by  the  art  of  fightinj^ 
tiow  pradifedy  the  number  of  the  killed  is  not 
fo  great  as  formerly,  it  w^  from  the  irregular 
manner  of  combat.  ^  P^r, .  therefore,  was  in 
reality  providing  for  the  culture  of  his  nation, 
by  taking  experienced  foreign  offiqers  into  his 
fervice,  and  by  the  Ruffians,  whom  he  fent  xp 
travel  abroa<d,  he  encouraged  and  prompted  the 
true  art  of  war  among  his  people.  From  all 
experience  it  appears,  that  thofe  troops  are  the 
braved  where  the  ftrideft  fubordination  prevails* 
Such  troops,  for  example,  were  the  fwediih 
under  Charlds  XII.  and  they  were  on  that  ac- 
count extremely  formidable.  The  ruffian  (oU 
diery,  prior  to  Peter,  were  but  little  acquainted 
with  this  quality  fo  necefiary  to  an  army;  and 
the  lamentable  confequences  were  clearly  feen 
even  before  Narva*  Where  genuine  valour  fub* 
lifts,  a  welUdifciplIned  army  never  exerciies 
cruelties  againft  a  foe»  not  even  in  the  enemy'$ 
country.  '  But  how  furious  and  favage  were  the 
ruffian  foldiers  previous  to  Peter!  how  ungo^ 
vemabijB  the  flrelitzes  t  Patkul  even'  frequemly 
complains  in  his  letters,  that  the  ruffian  foldier 
never  knows  how  to  behave  in  the  enemy  ^s 
country,  ailing  cruelly  even  to  the  unarmed. 
At  the  taking  of  Narvti,  [1704,]  it  was  in  vain 
ihat  Peter  attempted  by  words  to  put  a  ftop  :to 

the 
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•the  plundering,  the  ill  ufage,  and  the  violenc^f 
committed  by  hh  foldiers,  he  was  forced  to  art 
down  fome  of  them  with  his  own  hand  —  as  a 
warning  to  <)ther8.  Peter  was  particularly  care* 
ful  to  correft  his  foldiers  of  their  favage  cruelty, 
a  relift  from  the  wars  of  the  Ruilans  with  the 
Tartars,  that  they  might  be  brave  but  at  the 
fame  time  humane.  For  the  better  guidance 
of  their  conduft,  he  therefore  publilhed  a  fyflsm 
of  martial  law.  —  Even  hia  triumphal  procdV 
iions  were  calculated  to  fpread  among  his  foU 
diers  a  fpirit  of  true  courage,  fhewmg  that  they 
ought  not  to  behave  like  robbers  and  aflaffi&Sy 
but  regard  themfelves  as  the  defenders  of  the 
country,  and  after  this  juft  notion  form  themfelves 
into  valiant,  but  humane  and  generous  warriors. 
That  Peter  fully  attained  this  end  I  Ihall  not  pri* 
tend  to  affirm,  but  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  fudi 
devaftations  as  were  committed  by  the  ruffian 
troops  in  Sweden,  muft  rather  incite  and  nourfflt 
ferocity  and  ikvage  cruelty  than  courage  mioag 
the  foldiers.  Yet  certainly  the  Ruffian%j-CMi- 
fidered  as  foldiers,  were  rendered  by  Pster  not 
6r.Iy  more  bold  and  courageous,  but  aMb,  which  is 
doubtlefs  of  greater  value,  far  better  difeip&ted, 

and  of  more  civil  manners  than  they  were  before 
him. 
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.  One  thing  that  Peter  had.  in  view  by  hit 
>eac&  was  to  introduce  a  greater  degree  of  ac« 
tivity  among  his  people ;  it  was  alfo  a  primary 
objed  with  him  in  creajdng  a  navy,  and  in 
founding  St.  )Peter(burg,  as  a  new  commercial 
town  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Baltic.  Were  it 
true^  as  has  been  aflerted,  that  in  his  early 
yo^th  he  waa  uncommonly  afraid  of  the  water, 
and  had  therefore  to  conquer  his  dlfpoiitlon 
before  he  could  bring  himfelf  to  go  on  boa!rd 
of  a  fhipn  it  would  be  ftill  the  more  admirable, 
that  the  convidtion  that  a  fleet  would  be  of  great 
baiejit  to  his  country,  and  contribute  to  their 
WM2I  improvefnenjt,  ihould.  brij:\g  him  to  the 
refolution  of  getting  the  better  of  that  averfion. 
On  hia  acceflion  to  the<  government,  he  found 
not .  the  flighted  preparations  towards  a  navy, 
but  created  himfelf  a  fleet  and  an  admiralty,^  aa 
well  as  by  the  harbours  which  he  conquered  in 
the  Baltic,  and  by  his  newly  founded  city,^  he 
conferred  upon  his  country  a  far  greater  oppor- 
tiiiuty  for  commerce  and  dealings  with  other 
aaticMis,  as  a  vent  for  the  produ£ls  and  manu* 
fadutes  of  \ty  and,  therefore,  at  the  &me  time 
rouzed  their  afldvity  ftill  farther. 
.  In  (egard  to  religion,  Peter  unqueftionably 
bad  clearer  perceptions  than  any  of  his  prede- 
ceflbrs  on  the  throne  of  the  tzars.    His  good 

natural 


natural  underftandmg,  his  ^6und  judgment,  pt6* 
btbly  too  his  travels,  and  bis  intercotirfe  with 
ibreignetSj  and  with  men  of  all  ranks,  and  of  the 
different  creeds,  taught  him  Vety  ibon  to  diftifi'* 
guifh  religion  from  church-^rftes,  to  difcriminate 
between  the  ieffons  of  Chrtft  and  the  dofirinea 
of  the  fthools,  and  to'  form  juft  ideas  of  what 
conftitutes  the  true  eflence  and  ipirit  of  rd^ 
gion*.  It  had  ftrudic  him  forcibly,  while  yet 
very  young,  that  eccleiiafUcal  authority  could 
have  no  good  political  tendency,  unlefs  it  werd 
entirely  fubordinate  to  the  temporal  power; 
The  ruffian  prelates,  efpecially  the  pbtrlaf chs  at 
Mofco,  (hared  with  the  tzars  the  fupreme  coat* 
BCttid.  The  patriarch  Philaretes,  as  I  have  iaid 
before,  was  held  in  the  higheft  veneration  by 
tsar  Mikhaila  his  fon,  and,  though  not  in  name^ 
was  adually  co-foverdgn.    The  fucceeding  pa^ 

*  As  an  inftance  of  his  firmnefs  of  mlndy  the  following 
anecdote  is  related.  Once  as  he  lay  very  iick,  it  was  re- 
prefented  to  hiin»  that  he  (hould  now,  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  former  tzars,  grant  a  free  pardon  to  feirml 
o^tal  deh'nquentSy  in  order  by  this  pioua  a£t  to  obtaiQ  fitiur 
God  the  fpeedier  reftoratton  of  his  health.  Inftead  of  fol* 
lowing  this  fuperftitious  advice,  he  commanded  thefecalpritv 
to  be  immediately  brought  to  trial,  and  if  they  were  found 
gtiHty,  to  lofe  no  time  in  executing  fentence  upon  them,  a» 
he  hoped  that  this  woiild  be  more  iigreeable  to  God  thant 
tSie  leuing  fuch  rafcals  loofe  again  upon  the  woild. 
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triarchs  wens  never  by  their  own  confent  of  left 
coniideration  than  Philaretes.  -^  This  was  par# 
ticularly  the  cafe  with  Nicon^  patriarch  of  Ruifia 
under  Alezey  (from  1652  to  1658).  Undoubt*^ 
edly  he  had  the  principal  fliare  in  quelling  the 
novgorodi^n  infurreflion  *,  and  his  conduct  on 
that  occafion  was  highly  laudable  f.  But  as 
fpon  as  the  title  of  patriarch  was  conferred  upon 
him,  he  wanted  to  be  fomething  more  than  pii* 
mate  of  the  clergy,  he  required  that  his  vcNce 
ihould  b&of  greater  weight  in  matters  of  govern* 
roent  than  that  of  others ;  and,  on  finding  thai 
his  advice  was  not  followed  in  all  things,  he 
voluntarily  reiigned  the  patriarchate  and  retired, 
into  a  monaftery  which  he  bad  previoufly  buih* 
But  even  here  he  would  not  be  quiet ;  by  his 
fpiritual  pride  he  o£Fended  tzar  Alexey,  and  was 
ceCitinuaily  affronting  the  great  men  of  the 
court,  till  at  length  he  was  formally  depofed 

•  ^Scc  before,  p.  1 8.  of  this  Tolume. 

f  It  is  faid  of  him»  that  during  a  fcarcity  at  Noygorod^ 
he  let  no  poor  pcrfon  g^  from  him  without  a  good  bcllyfuU* 
that  he  didributed  every  day  money  and  bread  among  the 
neceliitou8»  founded  four  poor-faoufes,  vifited  the  prifoners, 
puni(hed' their  vices^  fet  the  innocent  at  liberty,  and  was 
the  common  protedor  of  the  poor  againft  their  hard  maf- 
ters.  At  MofcOy  likewife*  ificon  made  it  his  bufinefi  to 
receive  all  petitions  addrefied  to  the  tzar,  and  on  a  certain 
day  in  the  week  to  deliver  them  to  him..  s 
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from  the  patriarchate,  and  degraded  to  what  he 
had  originally  been,  a  fimple  monk  f  16663. 
Nicon  was  the  author  of  much  good  while  arch* 
biihop  of  Novgorod ;  and  he  afterwards  attempted 
fome  reforms  in  regard  to  devotional  books,  in- 
troduced the  greek  church-mufic,  hitherto  onlj 
ufed  in  Kief,  into  the  reft  of  RufEa,  and  thus, 
as  chief  religious  teacher  of  the  empire,  (hewed 
himfelf  aftive  for  the  improvement  of  what  is 
called  divine  fervice ;  he  even  frequently  deli- 
vered fermons)  (at  that  time  a  pradice  extremely 
tare,)  and,  as  he  was  a  very  eloquent  man,  and 
highly  reverenced  by  the  people,  effefted  much 
good. 

But  Nicon's  hiftory  throughout  was  a  very 
-  important  example  to  fovereigns  of  what  an 
inordinate  fpiritual  power  may  lead  to,  and  a 
convincing  proof  that  the  patriarchs  might  very 
eafily  become  rivals  of  the  authority  due  only 
to  the  tzar  *.  Peter,  therefore,  from'  this  ex- 
ample, deduced  the  maxim,  that  it  would  cer- 

♦  To  what  length  the  patriarchs  had  extended  their 
power,  may  be  judged  of  by  this  among  other  circum- 
llances,  that,  on  Palm-funday,  when  a  proceflion  \va« 
held,  the  tzar  not  only  went  on  foot,  while  the  patriarch 
rode^  but  was  even  obliged  to  lead  the  horfc  ofthe  fpiritual 
cavalier  by  the  bridle.  —  Can  it  be  a  qucftion,  whether, 
at  lead  on  that  day,  the  patriarch  was  not  greater  that  the 
fovercigQ  in  the  eyes  of  the  populace  ? 
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tainly  be  better  not  to  leave  any  longer  the 
.fUpretne  fpiritual  power  in  the  hands  of  a  fingle 
perfon^  left,  by  infenfible  degrees,  a  pope  might 
grow  up  in  Ruflia,  fliaring  the  fovereignty  with 
the  monarch,  or  even  fet  him  at  defiance  and 
direftly  oppofe  him.  It  was  neceflary  for  him, 
however,  to  proceed  flowly  and  warily  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  plan :  fo,  therefore,  he  did,  and 
in  that  particular  likewife  (hewed  bimfelf,  though 
an  enterprifmg,  yet  a  fagacious  monarchy  know^ 
ing  how  to  prepare  his  people  for  the  regular 
tions  he  was  meditating  to  introduce.  The 
patriarch  Adrian  had  died  in  1700 ;  and,  though 
Peter  was  even  then  already  firmly  refolved  nol 
to  confer  that  dignity  again,  yet.  he  did  not 
proceed  immediately  to  put  his  refolution  in 
force.  He  excufed  himfelf  for  the  pr^ent,  from 
tt)e  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  brought  on  him  by 
the  war,  as  not  being  able  to  attend  with  proper 
earneftnefs  to  fo  important  a  matter  a^  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  perfon  to  fill  the  patriarchal 
throne.  -—  Having  thus  gained  time,  he,  now 
gradually  brought  on  the  intended  alteration* 
He  began  by  conftituting  an  adminifbrator  of 
the  patriarchal  fun^ions,  with  power,  however, 
of'  deciding  in  very  indifferent  matters  alone,  to 
confult  on  more  important  a£Eairs  with  other 
biihops,  and  ultimately  to  refer  everything  to 
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the  determination  of  the  tzar.  Thus  the  nation 
waa  by  little  and  little  accuftomed  to  live  with- 
out  a  patriarch.  And  when  at  length  he  thought 
it  now  time  to  be  able  to  go  through  with  his 
alteration,  he  proclaimed,  in  January  1721,  that 
the  patriarchal  dignity  was  abolifhed,  and  in  its 
ilead,  for  the  future,  the  government  of  the 
church  was  to  be  condudled  by  a  fpiritual  con- 
iiftory  compofed  of  feveral  members.  This  con- 
liftory,  at  the  fittings  whereof  Peter  himfelf  fre- 
quently attended,  obtained  the  title  of  the  holy 
DiRECTiNo  Synod,  was  immediately  under  the  . 
taar,  who  appointed  the  members  of  it.  In 
this  manner  Peter  recovered  to  the  fovereigns 
4^  Rnffia  the  fupremacy  of  the  church,  and 
made  his  people  independent  on  the  defpotilhl 
of  the  fpiritual  power ;  and  all  this  was  efieded 
by  Peter,  who  owed  nothing  to  others  for  the 
forming  of  his  mind,  at  a  time  when  Lewis  XIV. 
isas  entirely  governed  by  his  clergy,  and  fuf- 
fered  a  great  part  of  his  fubjefts  to  be  hunted 
out  of  the  country  on  account  of  religion,  a 
proceeding  not  lefs  impolitic  than  unjuft,  and 
therefore  contrary  to  religion.  Peter  alfo  de- 
termined to  reform  the  montfteries,  to  diminilh 
the  number  of  monks  and  nuns,  and  fo  render 
the  religious  houfes  fefs  buttful  to  population,. 
Sind.  at  tJie  fame  time"  to  affign  ufeful  employ- 
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ments  to  their  inhabitants,  of  whom  he  exprefsl  j 
fays,  in  his  decree,  that  the  majority  are  lazy 
drones.  All  thofe  monks  who  entered  the  con- 
Tent  not  to  ftudy  there,  and  hereafter  to  becbme 
bifliops  (as  in  Ruifia  the  officbs  of  the  fuperior 
clergy  are  filled  by  regulars),  were  now  to  eni«' 
ploy  themfelves  in  nurfing  and  waiting  on  the 
'  poor  as  well  as  diibanded  ibldiers,  who,  for  that 
purpofe  were  to  be  diftributed  among  the  mo« 
nafteries.  The  nuns  were  to  keep  fchools  for 
poor  girl^  to  teach  them  female  works,  and 
likewife  to  admit  and  fuccour  the  poor  of  thwr 
own  fex.  —  Unfortunately,  however,  thefe  re* 
gulations  of  Peter,  in  regard  to  reUgious  houfes 
of  all  denominations,  produced  bat  little  effeQ^ 
as  he  died  the  fame  year  in  which  he  decreed 
them. 

His  TOLERATION  had  (Ull  a  greater  influence 
on  the  intelle&ual  improvement  of  his  people^ 
by -which  he  allowed  chriftians  *,  who  were  not 
of  the  greek  perfuafion,  to  build  churdies  ill 
feveral  parts  of  his  empire,  and  Ruffians  of 
either  fex  to  marry  with  perfons  of  other  com- 
munions. This  indeed  excited  the  zealous  fbry 
of  the  major  part  of  the  clergy.  Peter,  however, 

*  Only  he  would  by  no  means  tolerate  the  jefuiti  in 
1)18  country.  He  was  not  pleafed  while  at  the  court  of 
Viennay  becaufe,  as  he  faid,  he  met  jefuits  everywhere.  . 
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Dfould  not  be  difturbed  at  it,  but  purfued  his 
cpurfe,  aflbciating  with  heretics,  though  for  fo 
doing  he  had  the  name  of  Antichrifl  bellowed 
on  him,  and  biblical  pafiages  concerning  Anti- 
chrift'diredly  applied  to  him.  He  neverthelef$ 
attained  his  aim,  by  habituating  his  nation  gradu- 
ally to  think  more  reafonably,  and  even  ]to  con- 
fort  familiarly  with  the  profeflfors  of  a  different 
creed.  In  order,  likewife,  to  make  his  people 
acquainted  with  what  was  contained  in  the  bible, 
and  copfequently  with  the  doctrines  of  religion 
and  what  has  been  in  afterdmes  added  to  them, 
he  caufed  the  Bible  to  be  tranflated  and  printed 
in  the  fclavonian  language.  This  however  went 
on  fo  tediouily,  from  the  continued  oppoiition 
of  the  clergy,  that  only  the  new  teflament  was 
finiihed  before  his  death,  of  which  he  had  the 
copies  fetched  from  the  prefs  as  fad  as  they  were 
ready,  and  difperfed  among  the  people.  —  Even 
the  clergy  were  benefited  under  Peter,  as  he 
held  worthy  perfons  of  that  denomination  in 
high  efteem.  Theophanes,  a  learned  and  elo- 
quent divine,  who  had  fpent  three  years  at 
Rome,  and  had  improved  himfelf  by  travel,  at- 
tended him  in  his  campaign  againfl:  the  Turks, 
gave  him  very  aftive  affiftance  in  his  reforms  of 
the  clergy,  and  was  appomted  conjointly  with 
the  archbifhop  of  Novgorod,  vice-prefident  of 

the 
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the  fynod.  —  Befides  this  meritorious  prelate^' 
Peter's  reforms  produced  feveral  rational  and- 
learned  members  among  the  clerical  order. 

From  all  this  it  may  be  inferred,  that  Peter 
not  only  removed  what  was  detrimental  to  the 
ftate  in  it,  while  the  eccleliaftical  authority  was 
diftin£t  from  the  temporal,  but  that  he  iikewife 
contributed  much  to  eradicate  the  extravagant 
and  pernicious  opinion  of  the  fanAity  of  an  in- 
aAive  monaftic  life,  to  accuftom  his  people  to 
toleration  for  perfons  of  a  diiFereiit  faith, 'and  to 
open  their  eyes  concerning  what  was  religioo 
and  what  had  been  grafted  upon  it. 
'  Arts  and  sciences  in  Ruffia  were  flfll  in 
their  infancy  previous  to  the  reign  of  Peter. 
That  prince  in  tbefe  Iikewife  began  to  do  fome- 
thing  for  his  country,  and  to  lay  the  foundation 
in  this  refpeft  to  farther  improvement.  He  en- 
dowed at  Peterfburg  a  feminaty  for  future  navi. 
gators,  as  well  as  a  tnathematical  fchool  at 
Mofco.  He  daufed  fome  public  libraries  to  be 
fet  up,  inftituted  a  mufeum  at  8t.  Peterfburg,] 
for  which  he  colleded  produftions  of  nature 
and  art  himfelf  on  his  travels,  fetched  other  col*- 
iefiions  from  abroad,  and  at  the  fame  time  made 
it  a  repofitory  for  all  kinds  of  natural  produfts 
found  in.  the  ruffian  empire.  This  inftitution 
he  devoted  to  the  nation  at  large.  Everyone 
*    '  K  4  had 
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had  free  eniraiure  here,  and  by  the  contemph- 
tionof  nature,  or  the  trorks  of  human  induftry, 
might  acquire  jufter  conceptions  and  ati  encou- 
ragement to  afUvity.  He  provided  a  raffiah 
printing-office,  caiifed  ufeful  books  ^  to  be  traiif- 
hted  from  foreign  lahguages  into  rttfs,  and, 
by  means  of  the  prefs,  difperfed  them  among 
his  people*  The  academy  of  fciences  ac  St  Pe- 
terfburg,  founded  by  htm,  and  which  has  always 
contributed  in  an  uncommon  degree  to  extend 
the  knowledge  of  Ruffia  among  foreigners  as 
well  as  natives,  was  enjoined  by  his  plan  to 
write  learned  books,  afterwards  to  tranflate  them 
into  the  vulgar  tongue,  that  they  might  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  common  people,  particu- 
larly of  the  youth.  The  obfervatory  which  he 
had  infpeded  at  Paris  on  his  fecond  journey 
through  a  part  of  Europe,  raifed  in  him  a  wilh 
to  have  a  like  beneficial  eftablifliment ;  and  pre- 
faitly  after  his  return  am  obfervatory  was  built 
at  St.  Pcterlburg.  He  himfelf  took  great  pains 
to  acquaint  himfelf  vidth  the  courfe  of  the  hea- 
venly bodies,  and  when  he  had  acquired  fome 

*  Writings  in  the  departments  of  hiftory,  of  fortification, 
of  the  engineer;  on  mechanics  and  arts  in  general;  ca- 
lendars, almanacs,  &c.  were  the  firft  works  that  were 
printed  at  this  printing-office,  moftly  at  the  inftancc  and 
felc£U$m  of  the  tzar. 

knowledge 
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knowledge  of  aftronomy,  frequently  cpnverfed 
on  it  with  the  great  men  of  his  court,  in  order 
to  expand  their  ideas  a  little;  telling  them,. for 
inftance,  that  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  or  the  mo(Mi 
was  an  appearance  altogether  as  natural  as  rain 
or  funflune,  of  which  it  was  then  as  diiEcuk  to 
perfuade  the  Ruflians,   as  it  has,  even  more 
recently,  been  found  to   convince  the  natives 
in  other  countries.    Peter,  who  was  ever  ready 
fts  much  as   poilible  to  combat  and   dedroy 
fuperftition,  ordered  it  to  be  publicly  announced, 
in  1715,  that  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  would  happen 
on  fuch  a  day,  in  order  to  make  it  apparent  that 
this  event  was  not  ominous  of  any  difafter,  or  an 
awful  menace   of  divine  judgments*      As  the 
obfervatory  of  St.  Peterfburg  was  a  fruit  of  his 
travels,  he  had  likewife,  on  his  firfl;  and  fecond 
journey,  procured  artifts  and  men  of  letters  in 
England,  Holland,  Germany  and  France,  whom 
he  fent  into  his  empire  on  terms  very  agreeable 
to  them,  that  they  might  contribute  ^by  their 
writings,  or  by  the  exercife  of  their  arts,  and  by 
inftru£Uon  imparted  to  the  young  RufQans,  to 
the  improvement  of  the  nation.     For  the  fame  / 
reafon  youths  were  felefied  and  fent  to  travel  at 
his  ezpence  in  foreign  countries.     And  as,  by 
means  of  his  good  natural  underftanding,  he 
very  foon  acquired  a  knowledge  of  feveral  arta 

and 
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and  fciences,  he  prefer  ibed  to  the  young  perfons 
whom  he  had  fent  abroad,  what  they  wer6  par- 
ticularly to  ftudy,  examined   them  himfelf  on 
their  return,   obferved  whether  they  had  pro- 
perly employed  their  opportunities  of  learning, 
or  had  pafled  the  time  in  idlenefs  y  the  expert 
he  put  into  places  that  fuited  their  attailiments, 
encouraged  arid  promoted  them,  and  punifhed 
the  unimproved  by  taking  no  -  farther  notice  of 
them,  or  by  affigning  to  them  pofts  in  which 
they  could  get  neither  honour  nor  profit.     For 
the  more  general  cultivation  of ,  the  Ruffians,  it 
were  indeed  to  be  wiChed  that  their  famous  fove- 
rcign  Peter  had  beftowed  greater  care  on  the 
firft  education,  on  the  elementary  inftitution  of 
the  youth  in  fchools.     Though  both  his  father 
and  his  brother  had  already  done  fomething  in 
this  refpeft  by  erefting  fome  fchools  and  infti- 
tutions  for  the  information  of  youth ;  yet  it  was 
but  a  very  fmall  beginning.      On  the  whole, 
mod  of  the  fchools  in  Ruflia,  even  in  the  time  of 
Peter,  were  upon  a  very  miferable  footing ;  and 
Peter,  who  gave  himfelf  fo  much  concern  on  a 
variety  of  objefts,  did  here  far  lefs  than  could 
have  been  wilhed,  and  than  he  perhaps  would 
have  done  if  he  had  attained  to  a  greater  age.i 
Under  him,  indeed,  it  muft  be  owned,  though 
without  his  coacur.rence,  and  only  by  accident^ 

fomc 
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fome  fcaitered  rays  of  reafon  and  moral  light 
piorced  even  to  the  inclement  regions  of  Siberia : 
as  the  fwedilh  prifoners  who  were  fent  thither 
by  Peter,  and  particularly  the  officers,  ere&ed 
fchools  in  thofe  frozen,  climes,  and  inftrudted  the 
natives  in  many  ufeful  branches  of  knowledge  ** 
Even  thefe  unfortunate  peribns,  who  did  not 
obtain  permiffion  to  return  to  Sweden  till  the 
peace  of  Nyftadt,  contributed,  therefor^,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  drive  ignorance  out  c^  Ruifia* 

Manufactures,  trades,  m£CHanicai« 
arts,'bus]n£sses,  and  objects  of  industry 
OF  ALL  KINDS,  Were  the  principal  aim  of  Peter's 
a^ive  mind  -,  and  doubtleCs  in  thefe  refpeAs  he 
cultivated  his  nation  greatly  more,  and  advanced 
it  higher  than  it  had  been  before*  His  having 
himfelf  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  generality 
of  matters  of  that  nature,  his  having  always  been, 
while  on  his  travels,  an  inquiiltive  and  attentive 
obferver  of  everything  that  related  to  them,  not 
unfrequently  himfelf  putting  a  hand   to  the 

• 

*  As  one  inftance,  among  the  reft,  von  Vrccch,  a  fwediih 
captain,  in  17x3  founded  a  fchool  at  Toboliky  where  the 
fcholars  were  tanght  chriftiankj,  writings  reading,  and 
ainthmeticy  the  german^  latin»  and  french  langaagct^  geo* 
graphy,  geometry,  and  drawing.  In  this  fchoo^l  were  fecn 
children  irom  all  parts  of  the  empire. 
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work  *,  and  concerning  himfelf  m^gencral  about 
the  minutcft  trifles,  as  well  as  about  the  greater 
parts  and  the  whole)  mud  unqueflionablj  have 
had  a  vaft  influence  on  the  progrefs  of  his  peof^, 
amoBg  whom  it  was  his  endeavour  to  tranfplant 
whatever  was  good  and  ufeful  among  foreigners* 
And,  while  a  traveller,  he  obferved,  examined, 
and  informed  himfelf  thoroughly  of  everything 
that  fell  under  his  notice,  in  order  to  employ  and 
to  apply  what  he  had  feen  £3r  the  benefit  of  bis 
^xtijpire  %  be  alfofent  young  Ruffians  into  foreign 

countries 

*  It  18  well  known  lliat  both  in  Holland  and  in  England 
he  not  only  caufed  himfelf  to  be  (hewn  what  was  inoft  ma- 
terial in  the  dockyards,  but  even  worked  at  the  feveral  bufi- 
jiedes  with  his  own  hands.  According  to  onr  countryman^ 
eopuin  Perry,  whom  Peter  took  with  him  from  London  to 
Eiiffia  as' an  enginect,  there  was  no  kind  of  work,  from  the 
cafting  of  cannons  to  the  makiag  of  ropes,  that  fumiflied 
anything  to  fhip-building,  in  wliich  Peter  had  not  acquired 
the  clearcft  notion  of  every  particular,  and  had  even  fet  his 
band  to  work  at.  Even  in  Ruffia  he  executed  fomcthing  or' 
other  in  every  worklhop  that  he  vifitcd;  onewhile  ham- 
mering iron  at  a  fmith,  tt  another  employed  as  a  carpenter  ; 
he  once  even  built  a  whole  wall  with  bricks:  but  his  fa- 
vourite bufmefs  was  that  of  a  (Iiipwnght. 

f  He  even  fent  a  model  of  a  coffin  to  Ruffia.    In  general, 

nothing  appeared  to  him  fo'infignifkant  as  that  he  did  n^t 

vouchfafe  it  his  attention^  as  foon  as  he  thought  that  any 

bcncGt  might  arife  out  of  it  to  his  countr}-.     Thus,  (hortly 
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"  countfles*to  ftudy  and  follow  the  art  of  ihip- 
building,  and  other  ufeful  occupations^  that  at 
their  return  they  might  teach  others ;  and  for 
tfie  fame  purpofe  took  into  his  pay  many  fordga- 
ers,  emigrant  Frenchmen,  Scotfmen  and  Ger- 
mans, among  whom  were  feveral  very  able  men* 
He  put  the  manufactory  of  fmall  arms  upon  an 
excellent  footing,  fet  up  forges  for  anchors,  and 
biiilt  a  number  of  mills,  inftituted  manufadories 
for  linen,  failcloth,  cordage,  iilk  and  wooJlen 
ftuflV,  built  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ^t.  Pctcrf- 
biirg  .a  multitude  of  &rick  and  tile  kilns ;  and 
afting  diffisrently  from  Charles  XIL  who  con- 
quered Poland  without  deriving  from  it  any 
benefit  to  Sweden,  nay,  which  was  indeed  injured 
by  it,  caufed  fheep  and  ihepherds  to  come  from 
that  country,  for  the  fake  of  improving  the  breed 
#af  Iheep  in  Ruflia.     He  alfo  zealoufly  promoted 


JbdPore  tbeconclufion  of  the  fwediih  war,  he  had  brufh-makerSy 
baikel-makers,  even  butter-women  with  buttcr-firkins,  nay  rat- 
catchers and  dutch  cat6  brought  to  Ruflia.  He  had  heard 
that  the  dutch  cats  were  famous  for  preventing  the  mifchief 
occafioned  by  mice  and  rats  in  fhljis  and  houfes.  So  at« 
tentive  was  he  to  the  n^inuteft  objc6lff,  that,  perceiving  the 
ruiliaD  boors  made  better  mat-fhoes  than  the  iinni/h  peafanls 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  St!  Peterfburg,  he  diftributed 
ruflian  mat*(hoemakers  in  Finland^  that  they  might  commiu- 
nicate  their  arc  to  the  Finns. 

.  inquiries 
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inquiries  into   the  manner   of   exfUoimg  and 
worldng  mines,  particularly  in  Siberia ;  ahd^  in 
onkr  to  render  it  more  methodical  and  regular, 
conftituted  a  peculiar  mineral-college,  to  which 
he  gave  the  infpedion  over  the  works  to  be  car* 
.ried  cm.     He  greatly  improved  the  docks  and 
yards  at  Archangel,  and  formed  new  ones  at 
Peterfburg  and  Voronetch.     He  took  delight  ift 
affifting  fuch  perfons  as  were  inclined  to  under- 
take manufadOries  and  workihops,  by  advancing 
them  money,    and    granting  them   privileges. 
Thus  indudry  and  trade  were  continually  |;aining 
by  him  in  an  extraordinary  degree ;  and  what 
I  remarked  above  of  the  fwediih  prtfoners  in 
Siberia,   that  they  ftrewed  the  feeds  of  fome 
improvement  even  in  that  part   of  the  ruffian 
empire^  is  applicable  alfo  in  a  particular  maimer, 
in  regard  to  ufeful  handicrafia.  Even  the  fwediih 
oQicers  employed    themfelves  here,   partly  for 
want  of  other  means  of  fupport,  in  a  variety  of 
mechanical  arts  and  trades.     In  their  didrefsful 
iituation,  being  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  apr 
plying   themfelves  to   confider  and   to   imitate 
what  they  had  fecn  in  Sweden  and  other  coun- 
tries, they  became  the  teachers  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country,    diffeniinated  their  knowledge 
among  them,  and  inilru^ted  them  in  feveral  pro- 
fitable employments. 

Not 
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Not  lefstimportant  was  the  progrefs  which  the 
Ruffians  made  under  Peter  in  regard  to  com- 
MERCF.  Inconfidetable  and  confined  as  it  was, 
prior  to  his  reign,  fo  much  did  he  contribute 
to  the^  advancement  and  extenfion  of  it,  and 
thereby  rouzed  and  formed  his  nation  to  greater 
aftivity,  by  procuring  them  more  traffic,  more 
connexions  with  Europe  and  Afia  than  they 
formerly  had. 

The  trade  with  the  bordering  empire  of-  China 
Teemed  to  fecure  many  advantages  to  Ruffia,  as   , 
each  of  the  two  countries  pofTefTed  thofe  natural 
produfts    of   which  the  other    was    in  want. 
Peter  foon  turned  his  attention  to  this  matter. 
A  peace  concluded  between  China  and  Ruilia 
in  1689,  by  which  the  numerous  difputes  con- 
cerning the  boundaries  of  the  two  empires  were 
finally  adjufted,  had  determined  the  chinefe  go: 
vernraent  to  adopt  an  amicable  behaviour.   Peter 
immediately  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
to  fettle  the  trade  between  the  Ruffians  and  the 
Chinefe  on  a  more  firm  and  lafting  eftablifh- 
ment;    and  afterwards,   when,  on  account  of 
complaints  that   had    arifen   concerning   fome 
diforders  that  had  been  committed  by  the  Ruf- 
fians in  China,  fent  a  new  embAlTy  to  that  coun- 
try to  fettle  all  mifunderftandings,  and  to  revive 
the  trade.     The  acquifition  of  the  peninfula  of 

Kamtfbatka 
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In  th£  reiga  of  Alex/sy  {^16653  a  genn^  mer- 
chant  at  Mofco  made  fome  attempts  at  the  in-  . 
troduftion  of  a  post-office.     Till  then  all  k^- 
t^rs  were  obliged  to  be  '&nt  by  meflengers,  or  as 
opportunity  ferved ;  the  former  method  being  as 
e;cpenrive  aa  the  latter  was  unfafe»     Travellers 
coi^ld  proceed  from  bnc  place  to  another  only  ia 
their  own  carriages  and  fledges^  for  whidi  they 
were  fprced  to  hire  horfes  of  the  boors.     This 
was  much  altered  by  Peter.     He  inftituted,  what .  ^ 
had  been  doiie  in  France  in  the  fifteenth,  and  in 
Germany  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury»  regular  pofts  between  the  principal  towns 
of  the  empire^  and  a  packdt  boat  betweea  St.. 
Pe^erfburg  a^d  Lubeck. 

For  the  more  effedual  facilitation  of  commu*^  - 
nication  between  the  feveral  parts  of  the  country,^  . 
Peter  employed  his  care  to  the  maintenance  and 
reparation  of  the  roads.     He  caufed  them  ta 
be  greatly  improved,  and,  by  a  police,  on  a  finu? 
kr  plan  with  that  in  France,  cleared  them  fsbnv ' 

" ' '  .—   --,.,  -  ^         , ,  _  _ 

plelcd  fey  Peter  the  Great,  wa^  rtivxmcd  in  I7€9»  auMLpn^. 
fiecuj^cl  wich  grevt  vigour  till  s  774,  wjbrn  the  math^maUK 
clans  appointed  to.condufl  the  work  were  murdened  ia  tb« 
rclklliou  of  Pugatflief»     Since  which  the' whole  bufineb  haii 
bcea  at  a  Rand.  ^'    • -^ 


•  ■  #   •• 


btgggxt 


\_ 


h^gars  and  vagrants^  and  erefted  inns  at  various 
fiatioas. 

The  great  advantage  of  Liits  weights  and 
MEASURis  in  all  parts  of  the  empire  to  trade, 
to  buyers  and  fellers,  Ruilia  owes  likewife  to 
Peter  the  Great ;  who  alfo  provided  the  country 
with  a  proper  Mint ,  by  taking  feveral  french 
mnt-mafters  and  alTayers  into  his  fervice. 

The  BOAiiD  OF  TRADE  Inftitutcd  by  Peter^ 
fhe  members  whereof  confided .  in  one  half  of' 
native  Ruffians,  and  the  other  half  of  foreigners, 
undoubtedly  contributed  much  to  the  encou- 
jagement  of  trade ;  as  formerly  it  often  happened, 
that  when  foreigners  had  a  procefs  with  natives 
in  the  ordinary  courts,  the  ruffian  judges  fhewed 
great  partiality  to  their  countrymen.  Tear 
Alexey  had  ^indeed  already  attempted  by  feveral 
laws  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  injuftice  •  ;  but  Pfeter^s 
prpvifion  concerning  the  aifefibrs  of  the  board 
of  trade  was  certainly  a  more  effeflual  remedy 
tp  the  evil,  than  any  laws  could  be. 

The  WAT  OP  LIFE,  and  in  general  the  whole 
6ce  of  ibciety,  as  well  as  the  manners  and 
ctjsronrs  of  Ruffia,  underwent  a  very  great  re- 
volution in  the  time  of  Peter,  and  were  in  va- 
rxQUs  refyeds  new  moulded. 

*  9c«  before,  p.  114. 

L  2  In 
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la  order  to  render  the  Ruffians  more  lilfe  Ae 
other  civilised  nau<)iis  of  Europe,  Peter,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  4706,  ^oKflied  the 
old  ruiSan  ealendar  and  introduced  the  correded 
ftyle*  The  anciem  Ruffians,  in  common  with 
all  the  flavontaa  nations,  began  the-  year  with 
the  month  of  March.  In  the  year  1343  the 
greek  mode  of  computation  of  time  was  adopted 
in  Rtsifia,  according  to  which  the  beginnmg  of 
the  year  fell  in  the  month  of  September.  Tfai» 
I^eter  now  likewife  altered,  and  decreed  that,  as 
in  the  reft  of  Europe,  in  Ruifia  the  firft  of  Janu- 
ary (houid  for  the  future  be  the  Brft  day  of  the 
year ;  in  this  change  however  he  did  not  adopt  the 
gregorian  *,  but  the  old  Julian  calendar  which 
ii  ftill  ufed  in  RuiOa.  —  The .  people  indeed 
murmured  not  a  little  at  this  innovation;  but 
Peter,  regardleik  of  it,  on  the  firft  of  January 
X  7009  appointed  great  fblemnities  to  be  held,  at 

*  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  reformed  the  Julian  calendar  for- 
merly ufed  ;  and  from  1583  the  gregorian  c^endar  was  oB- 
ferved  in  the  catliolic  countries.  Iiv  Germany,  Holkndt 
Denmark),  and  Switzerland,  this  computation  was  not  fa- 
trodoced  till  17001  ia  England- not  till  175a,  <ad  i% 
8wedea  not  before  1753*  The  ruifiaa  calendar  is  tleve^ 
.days  behind  ours  |  fo  that,  e-  gr.  the  firft  of  January  in. 
Ruflia  falls  on  our  twelfth  of  the  fame  month.  Hence' tKc 
date  is'  fonc times  doubly  exprcifed,  as:  bn  the  J 5th  of 
May  Peter  laidtlie  foundation  of  Ptterfturg. 

...  '  which 


whieh  the  new  regittatioB  was  proclaimed^  which 
was  alfo  ordered  to  be  notified  from  the  polptts 
in  the,  courts  of  jaftice  and  in  the  public  places 
of  the  feveral  to^pms  of  the  empire.  By  thefe 
and  other  methods  the  Ruffians  were  brought 
gradually  to  a  familiarity  with  this  and  the  reft 
of  his  alterations. 

-  Nothing  of  acknowledged  utility  in  other 
countries  efcaped  the  notice  of  fo  attendte  an 
obferver  as  Peter ;  and  accordingly  he  endowed 
two  HOSPITALS  in  St.  Peter  (burg  on  the  plan  of 
thofe  at  Amfterdam,  for  fuperannuatddoo*  infirm* 
lbldiei;s  and  failors,  and  an  iafirmaiy  at  Moibo. 
OiL&i)4M  and  FouK^DJLiNC'HousEs  Were  either 
new-built  or  enlarged  and  improved.  The  *  po. 
lice  in  France  had,  during  his  day  in  t^ 
oouncry^  met  with  his  entire  approbation';  im« 
piedtately,  therefore,  oi^  his  return  [<7i6J  he 
inftituted  a  pqi.ic£-offic£  in  'Peter£burg»  lo 
which  he  committed  the  care  of  the  internal 
fecuiity  of  the  empire. 

To  guaf  d  againft  the  ruin  of  families  he  pro* 
H^ibited  aU  games  of  hazard »  and  at  the  &mo 
time  prefcribed  bounds  to  extravagance  in  drefs. 

'By  a  TABLE   OF 'PRECEDEKct,   which  ex* 

''  tended  to  all  perfons  in  office,  whether  military, 

civil,  or  at  court,  dividing  them  into  fourteen 

clafTes,  he  endeavoured  to  check  the  frequently 

h  2  ridiculous 
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tidicnlous  pt^tenfionv  and  difpat«s  in  f  dgAf d  t6 
rank  and  pfc*emtne)nce,  add  likevife  aboliflM 
the  court  of  nobles*.  In  cohfermity  to  tlill 
table  even  the  font  'of  ru0hm  princes,  coimii^ 
jbaronSy  &c.  have  indeed,  in  refped  of  their  de^ 
icent  and  the  merits  of  ^ heir  Others,  accefs  to 
the  afTemblie^  at  coart>  but  not  the  leaft  degree 
of'  rank  till  they  have  donc.fcrvice  to  tkt  coun« 
^7  in  fome  department.  Married  ladiei  enjoy 
the  tank  ^  their  hufl>ands ;  but  umnarfied 
la^ea  muft  go  back  four  clafles  t« 
.  SociBTY  was  a  thing  altnoft  unknown  to  the 
manners  then  prevalent  in  the  ruffian  nation* 
Peter  aecemplifhed  nmch  Itkewife  hi  this  refpaSi 
convinced  as  he  was  that  intercourfe  and  focieiy 
could  not  be  inefficient  in  the  cohivation  of  a 
people^  but  muft  contribute  to.  i^  greater  expand 
(ion  of  the  faculties,  to  bring  truAs,  opinions, 
judgments,  and  ideas  into  more  rapid  circula« 
lion ;  and  that  therefore  a  fociable  people  would 
be  more  fenfible  than  an  unfociable.  In  order, 
Iheidbre,  to  fet  the  faihion,  as  he  knew  that  the 
example  of  the  higher  orders  invite$  the  lower 

♦  Sec  before,  p.  119. 

f  Cy  this  regulation  he  intended  to  difcourage  parent* 
from  l^ivtjig  their  children,  efpecially  d^ughten,  an  educa-* 
tion  above  their  ranki  whereby  many  yovng  women  are 
pa^c  unliappy, 

rank$ 
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tanVs  to  imitation,  let  on  foot  ^17163  feicktBes 
under  d^e  nam^  of  aflembfiesy  and  even,  gave 
out  a  particular  let  of  rules  for  them.  They 
vere  kept  three  times  a  week  in  the  houfea  of 
the  principal  perfons  of  quality  in  rotation. 
Peter  and  Cathaxine  freqnented  them  in  peribn ; 
l^t  aH  formality  and  conftraint  were  baniihed  *^. 
Atl  perlbna  of  rank^  ooblexhen,  fuperior  oii* 
<;ers,  teTpeflable  merchants,  (hip-builders,  and 
cibcr  people  of  condkioa  had  free  admiffioli 
with  their  wives  and  cfaildten.  That  ladies  too 
flKMild  take  part  in  fuch  companies  was  a  thing 
as  yet  unheard  of  in  Ruffia.  Hitheno  eveA 
married  women,  only  on  certain  great  holidayi 
•IkI  in  company  with  their  hufbands,  could  veo* 
ture  to  vifit  their  neareft.  relations.  They  lived 
tedred  in  the  back  pare  ^  the  houfe,  and  w<ye 

«  **  The  aHenbliev"    it  »  &i4,  in  the  orders  than 

were  pabli^hed  con^rning  thein»  "  (hall  not  begin  earner 

^  than  tour  oMock  in  the  afternoon^  and  continue  only 

**  tiir  ten  in  the  evening.     The  hoft  is  not  obliged  to  it- 

^  ceive  or  to  wait  upon  c|ie  gucfls,  or  to  give  them  his  doili* 

f*.  pally ;  but  wuft  provide  chairSy  %hts»  Uqnors  and  a 

<*  variety  of  entertainiiients.     The  guefts  may  divide  into 

**  the  apartments,  in  one  of  which  may  he  •dancing,  in  the 

<<  other  cards,  chefs,  or  diaughti  may  be  played;  m  a 

**  third  tobacco  may  be  fmoaked,  8tc.      Every  one  may 

**  come  and  go  when  he  pleafes,  may  be  a  (fe&$xor,  or 

*•  take  part  in  the  <Cverfioni,**  ftc. 

•       L  4  '  very 


very  much  confined  *•  .  Unmarikd  hdim  were 
^ept  in  ftill  greater  oonftramt.  -  Tbefe  feverides 
^eter  did  his  utmD&  taremove,  by  dectariiig 
that  women  ought  xv>t  to  be  oxcludM  from  -the 
comfom  of  focial  intercourfe ;  and  |bey  teftiied 
their  gratitude  to  him  for  it»  He  wanted  to 
alter  the  afiatic  dre&  of  the  RuQIans^and  to 
ptro4uce  tl)at  generally  worn  in  the  x>dier  parts 
pf  Zurope*  He  therefore  made  it  one  of  the 
tnlf^  to.be  Qbferved  in  the  forementicnedaffintu 
blies>  that  every  one  muft  appear  in  ^  the-  light 
modern  drefs ;  and  .  the  female  fex,  who  had 
pbt^ined  more  libi^jty  by  Feterfg  means^i  care* 
^^Uy.  and  with  ch^arfulneft .  adhered  to  thk  Tule. 
It  was  far,  mofe^fficult  to  bring  the  men  to  m 
iteration  in  their  dre&,  which,  however^  in  Pe- 

.^  :s  i>pipi(H»i  might  inoch  coi^tribute  fol^tu 
tb?  hsitted  entertained  bf  faia  countrymen  againft 
fore^e;(8,  m^  He  commanded  all  his  futjefb 
(the  clergy,  boors,  Tartars,  Ealmnks,  and  tribes 
of  th^ir  clafs  excepted,)  to  (have  thdr  bearj^  -^ 
Axx  order  to  which  violent  oppofition  was  made. 
For  enforcing'  this  regulation  he  laid  a  tax  oa 
long  beards,  and  great  numbers  fubmitted  to 
bay  it  rather,  than  p6rc  with  their  beard  which 
was  umverfally  held  to  be  an  ornament  to  the 

♦  See  b^oFCy  vol.  u  p.  367.    . 

perfon. 


pi&dfmf  SuperiUtious  Ruflians  evea  Aidant  k  an 
-  outward  cbaraderiftic  of  the  orthodox  ^ih^ 

^£c^r  ix)  what  trifles  has  not  orthodoxy  been  oeisEde 
•  to  ^^fiijt?)  and)  if  too  poor,  or -too  ))arfiiiK>» 
:  4iio\k9^  ^  pay  .the  tax  for  retaining  (he  beard^ 
'  thi^  religibufly  preserved  the  beard  Ihom  oflT, 
:  and  had  it  dqx)fited  in  the' coffin  with  them  oa 
'  -their  deceafe,   that  they  might  prefent  it  to 

JSt.  Nicholas,  on  his  refufing  to  admit  them,  aa 

beardlefs  chriftians,  into  the  kingdom  of  heaveii. 
-rr  Feter  wanted  fikewife  to  effe£t  an  alteration 
Jn  the  JD&ESS  of  the  men.  Accordfaigly,  whth 
.  jcver  was  in  his  fervice  mnft  appear  in  clotties 

Afafoi^gn  cut,  and  under  all  the  gates  of  the 

ft>wn  patterns  of  thefe  clothes  were  eren '  hung 

up*, 

.  r  Peter  alfo  refolved  to  give  hii  pedple  a  tafte 
iof  the  x^HAMAi  Before  his  time,  at  Kief  and 
Mofco  fpiritufU  plays  were  performed  occafioo- 
^y  jn  the  monafteries;  Under  his  patronage 
ji  national  theatre  wasibrmed  at  Mofco,  wlncii» 
jic]rwever,'it  mad  be  ^wned,  was  bad  enough. 

*  Wholi;  coat  was  oot  agreeable  to  this  pattern  muft  pajr 
A  fincy  or  ftibmit  to  have  fo  much  of  it  cut  o£F  as  exceeded 
the  flaodard.  Many  like  wife ,  had  their  beards  cut  off  in 
fkie  ftreets.  In  regard  to  dsefsf  the  clei^,  boora^  ^c«  were 
•Ifecyccptrd. 

More 


Mote  wa$  d6nc  m  thtt  tnatter-by  his  female 

In  the  nmt%  nMtnot  to  Pfetcr  it  was  nfual  fot 
|M»«nts  to  ccmcUide  mtrtiages  for  their  childfcn ; 
gfid  the  yottiig  people  never  faw  one  another 
fill  they  trere  to  be  betrothed.  A  cuftom  which 
^Maeertaitily  attended  with  inany  inconreirienec^ 
Beut  made  a  law.  that  every  young  touple  flbouM 
iinequent  ote  anolh^  for  fix  weeks  zt  leaft  pre^ 
^tievs  to  the  betrothing. 

Ia  order  to  difcredit  ia  ihe  eyes  of  his  people 
ihe  old  ufsigedy  many  of  wRleh  Were  indeed 
Jif^ly  ridiculpjis,  P<it€!r.  iiad  recourfe  to  tarioiH 
methods.-.  A<«liiiie$  be  appointed  an* 6nterlam>- 
ment)  9&  which  ev^&ry  .thing  was -t^  proceed  on 
the  old  footing,  in  which  his  defign  was  to  dif- 
fiit^  4he  difference  between  the  ancient  and  mo- 
d«fu  manflers,  and  to  fliew  the  fuperiority  of  the 
laccer  in  t  way  irrefiftibly  f^radng.  iTioSi  fc^r 
example,  he  once  celebrated  the  nuptials  of  one 
4>f  his  cpurt-foois  in  a  moft  magftificent  manner^ 
Imt  entirely  in  the  ftyle  of  the  fixteefith  century. 
The  gaefts  were  obliged  to  appear  in  the  dre^ 
after  the  faihion  of  that  time.  No  fire  was 
lighted,  though  the  weather  was  intenfely  coldi 
becaufe  it  was  an  old  fuperftkious  notion^  thfi 
the  kindling  of  a  fire  on  the  wedding  flay  m» 

unlucky. 


finliscftiy*  thi  oia  R^iftaiis  vrdre  loOi  of  mead 
and  brandy,  but  drank  no  wine  ^^  this  parti- 
«ttlar  w^s  thefdbfe  ptnduaHf  obferved.  The 
gudlia  (hewed  thcJmfelvea  highly  dilcontented  at 
if/  ^  This  was  ttSLdAy  the  cUftom  with  <m 
^^  forefiaithers,^*  Peter  a&fwered  thetfl  fiiiBing ; 
^  and  furely  old  cuftotns  are  pteferable  M  M# 
•'  ones.^*  Thus  jeeringly  givbg  them  a  gMd 
leflen.  It  was  then  ufual  to  keep  fook  for  die 
diver fidn  of  the  court;  and,  indeed,- till  Terjf 
lately  the  nobility  always  had  ont  abont  th^ 
/  feotife :  lior  is  the  pradice  yet  entilrely  left  off  lii 
the  country.  The  court-fools  ilfed  freqtieiltl)r 
fed  ^hake  themfelves  merry  with  the  old  fafluons, 
cuftoqus,  and  mimners,  mimicking  many  of  tbte 
ftiff  obftinate  fticklers  for  the  anti<jttated  ftyle  ; 
-s^d,  on  their  complaining  to  ^sttr  of  the'  affront, 
he  generally  anfwered  them :  They  are  fools, 
what  can  be  done  with  them  ? 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  plainly  appeatk 
tint  Peter  in  tazny  refpeds  gave  a  new  turn  to 
the  manner  of  thinking  and  afUng  of  the  ruffian 
nation.  I  fhall  only  fubjoin  a  few  obfervanons« 
The  extraordinary  and  indefiitigable  aflfivfty  of 
this  monarch :  one  while  undertaking  a  liege  at 
a  diftance  from  his  empire,  or  fighting  at  tte 
liead  of  his  army,  then  fuddenly  appearing  in 
the  refidence,  and  frequenting  the  fittings  of  the 

fenate,; 
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fenate^  or  presenting  hioifelf  ia  the  courts  df 
juftice,  or  confvUting  vith  the ,  clergy  on  ec- 
cl^fiaftical  reforms,  or  feledUig' ingenious  per- 
;fon$  to  fend  out  on  travels ;  now  undertaking  a 
journey  himfdf ;.  working  in  foreign  counnies  in 
the  dockyards  and  workihops  \  becoming  an  at- 
leptive  fcholar  in  the  ftudies  pf  literary  men,  at 
Amfterdam  with  the  naturalift  Ruyfch,  or,  as 
at  Paris,  viGting  an  academy  of  fciences  ;  theu 
re^appearing  in  his  empire,  and  there  making 
difpofitions  for  eftablifhuig  a  ma^nufadory;  in 
one  place  caufmg  a  canal  to  be  dug,  in  ^inother 
ordering  (hips*  to  be  built  \  to-day  pubii^ing.  ay 
ordinance .  relating,  to  proceiTes  in  the  CQurt% 
tChmorrow  iiluing  a  table  of  piccedence  i,  one 
moment  .feverely  punilhing  a  judge  who  ha^ 
fufiere^  JttimCelf  to  be  corrupted^  the  n^t.iff^ 
warding  another  for  fervices  performed  jtp  ^ 
country ;  now  holding  a  triumphal  entry,  theg 
pafliiog  the. whole  dlf^y  in  ^he  mufeum  of  jhe 
works  of  nature  and  art  of  his  own  inftitpti^m, 
in  the  contemplation  of  nature,  and  the  great 
performances  of  human  indudry  and  contrivance 
— ^  in  ihort,  that  in  all  bis  undertakings  for  the 
good  of  his  country  he  was  obliged  to  work 
and  aft  himfelf,  as  he  was  in  want  of  able  per'* 
ions  to  whom  he.ihould  need  only  to  trace;  Dut 
a  plan,,  and  then  could  leave  the  execution  .to' 

their 


their  caf6  —  fuch  a  vaft  aftivity  muft'lurely 
have'  rouzed  m  feme  degree  the  Ruffians,  who 
vere  apt  to  let  their  faculties  He  dormant,  from 
their  inafUon,  animate  them  to  the  employment 
of  their  abilities,  and  teach  them  to  confider  in- 
duftry  as  a  good  and  ufeful  property. 

Peter,  by  prizing  and  rewarding  merit  where- 
cver  he  found  it,  by  fliewing  that  the  man  of  the 
Ioweft'ftation,if  he  were  but  expert  and  ufeful, was 
in  higher  eftimation  with  him  than  the  dull  and 
indolent,  though  of  the  firft  family  of  the  empire, 
muft  have'  tended  greatly  to  banifh  the  idle 
pretenfiobs  to  anceftry  and  hereditary  confe- 
quence  out  of  the  heads  of  the  ruffian  nobility, 
to  diffufe  jufter  notions  of  the  true  worth  of 
man,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  encourage  and 
animate  the  talents  of  a  number  of  young  per- 
Ibns  of  the  inferior  ranks  of  fociety. 

Peter,  by  ferving  upwards  through  the  feveral 
flatious  in  the  army  and  navy,  gare  Kkewife^ 
fit  leiTon  to  the  nobles  of  the  empire,  as  on  the 
other  hand  it  muft  have  flattered  the  common 
foldyier  and  failor,  to  fee  his  humble  ftation  ho* 
soured  fo  fiir  as  that  even  the  fovereign  did  not 
difdain  to  fill  it,  and  thereby  to  jconfefs  that  it 
was  fervjceable  to  the  ftate.  '^ 

Pet^,  by  working  himfelf  at  the  ordinary 
siechanical  trades,  muft  have  confiderably  yftwtiS^ 

cned 
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^ed  tht  prejudice,  th A  Teiy  coApnoa  m  Itufl^i 
tbic  they  who  pafled  tbar  days  ill  a  luicuriout 
otic  were  ba{>pier  than  they  who  were  doomed 
to  wwk>  and  helped  to  diflfeminate  the  maxim, 
that  induftry  brings  .content. 

Peter  habituated  his  Ruflians  to  adopt  wbat 
was  profitable  in  others,  and  not  to  defpfe  and 
negleft  a  foreigner,  becaufe  he  was  a  fbrdgner ; 
cenfequcntly  altered  in  this  refpeft  the  national 
way  of  thinking,  as  the  people  had  hitherto  al* 
ways  entertained  an  averfipnfpr  all  foreigners.  ' 

Such  is  the  brief  account  of  what  the  ruffiaa 
:paido&  gained  by  Peter  the  Great ;  who,  thought 
asuvnan^  was  not  certainly  free  from  fome  of  the' 
ticQ$  of  his  nation,  fuch  as  drunkennefs  and' 
cruelty,  yet  nofed  himfelf  fo  far  above  his  coun* 
'  trymen,  that  he  was  not  improperly  termed  a 
wonder  of  his  times,  that  pofterity  has  unani*-' 
SHHifly  ackioowledged  him  to   be  onie  of  the 
^nMfSi  of  mankind,  as  weU  as  of  monarol^, 
who  lor  the  moft  part  formed  4iimfelf,  that  the 
ToSSsm  nation  with  gratitude  proclaims  hitf  great 
merits  both   towards -the  empire  and  towardr 
^  pec^le,  and  allows  that  this  ^ne  ibv^dgtiF 
tdramed.  and  improved  them  farther  thali  tlie' 
wliole  feries  of  former  princes  had  done. 

Pc(^  indeed* has  been  blamed  for  bringinglfo 
mHiy  ftrangers  into  his  country,  and  for  having 
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^y.  ifarwgqra.aad  foreigo^f^  ihaa  4Jbe  improT^r 
xq«pt  of  the  p<ec|)k;  by  tti^ir  owa  powers  xexk^^vfd 
nece^ary*  «  But  it  is  to  be  Tfyppoied  that  he  was 
fo  well  acquainted  with  his  oountxymefli,  as  to 
kno^r  that  their  abiKtic^  wi$re  ooly  to  be  called 
finrth  by  tbe  method  he  made, choice  ofi  a  m^ 
thod  yrhicb  had  ever  been.adoj^ted  by  the  wifeft 
of  hi3  ance^r^t  Ivan,  Boris,  and  Alexey ;  and 
if  •  he  had  frequently  recourfe  to  harOi  or  cruel 
meafuses,  we  may  imagine-  he  thought  them  Mr 
cfflary  an  Ruffia«  Norhmg  but  tiie  unalteirable 
wH  of  a  fovereign  covild  have  executed  here 
tho£b  arduous  taiks«  Peter  had  nothing  but  that 
to  oppofe  to,  fuperftition,  prejudioe,  feliiihnefs^ 
and  aA  utter  abhorreace  of  all  innovation,  fov 
effe&ually  carrying  tbofe  alterations  which  tp. 
liim  a(q>eared  necefiary* 

Of  aS  the  tzar's  innovations,  that  which  wa^; 
attended  with  the  greateft^  difficuhiy^  andqqcft*. 

« 

ioned  him  to  fiied  the  viofl; .  blood,  was  the  mU 
Mrati(^  of  the  habit  th^t  b^  be^n  for  §ig^, 
warn  by  hi&fKbjeds.  It  was  with  excrem^  repi 
b&aaoe  that  the  Ruffians  f^htnitted  to  wfar:th«; 
gcmaudoeis,  and  to  be  (bav44 ;  an4  thisy  fevqraft 
limes  rebeUad  £9?  the  iabe  of  rota^Q^g  ibfsk. 
long  gajrmeDts.ai»i  ihsir  beards  :ft4  jPtfffi]|ia<i 


m  viewj  by  giving  his  people  the  fafidofU  df  the 
other  nations  of  Europe,  to  introduce  among 
them  their  maimers,  without  forefeeing,  per* 
haps,  that  he  was  calling  up  a  tafte  for  luxury^ 
of  which  he  was  not  fond.  That  prince  was  al* 
ways  very  plain  in  his  drefs,  kept  a  very  frugal 
houfe,  was  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
at  dinner,  aud  would  frequently  laugh  at  his 
fevourite  Mentchikof,  who,  frtom.  nothing  more 
than  a  pye*boy  at  the  corner  of  a  ftreet,  being 
now  a  prince,  difplayed  a  pomp  and'  magnifi* 
cence  hitherto  unequalled ;  and  never  fat  down 
to  dinner  without  the  mufic  of  trumpets  and 
cymbals  and  various  other  inftruments.  - 

In  regard  to  the  fimplicity  of  his  aittire,  the 
following  is  related  in  the  manufcript  memoes 

of  a  diplomatic  agent,  who  refided  a  long  time 

• 

at  his  court.  *^  On  all  the  folemn  feftivals,  he 
^^  only  wore  the  uniform  of  his  preobajeniltoi 
^  regiment  of  guards*  I  faw  him  in  172 1  give 
^  a  public  audience  to  the  ambafiadors  of 
•*  Pferfia.  He  entered  the  hall  of  audience  vr 
•*  nothing  more  than  a  furtout  of  coarfe  browir 
«*  cloth.  When  he  was  featcd  on  the  throne,' 
^  the  attendants  brought  him  a  coat  of  bhie 
^  gros-de*Naples,  embroidered  with  filycr, 
^  which  ke  pat  on  with  great  prcciptatbn,  be-' 
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t^ .  taule .  the  ^mt^ffit^ot^  ^te^  ^'fikfl^  'fbr  ad^ 
**  mittanc^*     Durfi^  ihts  he^  tirniefl  hk  eyes 

• '  **    *     •      r 

♦*  towards  a  window  >^here  the  tztntza  had 

*  <•     ■  *  r    .  J-. 

•  f  [  *  '    '*  Cl  ^ 

^^  placed  herfelf  to  bbferve  the  cetehiohy.  "Ca^ 
**  tbadne  was  heard  repeatedly  to^btirft  out  TAtd 
^*  fita  of  Jbaughter,  as  the  tzar  feemed  to  her  to 
be  .  aftonilbed  at  feeing  KimfeJf '  fo  finely 
drefled ;  and  the  tzar  laughed  at  it  hiihfelf^  as 
•*  aifo.did  all  ihe  fpeSators,  As  foon  as  the 
^i  ambafiadots  were  gone,  Peter  I.  threw  oflf 
*^  bis  embroidered  coat^  and  put  on  his 
*«  furtotitV  '.    ^ 

.  His  violence  can  never  be  exciifed,  and  his 
cruelties  admit  of  no  palliation.  He  not  only 
thaftifed  with  his  own  hand  the  courtiers,  his 
generals,  bis  minidefs,  for  any  flight  feult  they 
had  comtnitted  j  but  he  himfelf  was  often  the 
e^cutioncr  of  the  wrfetches  whom  he  had  caufed 
to  be  fentenced  to  d^ath* 

His  rage,  it  is  tttie^  was  not  always  fo  fatal  $ 
but,  whether  this  monarch  was  really  not  maftef 
of  himfelf;^  or  whethef  he  intended  to  make  his 
fubjedbs  believe  that  nothing  in  nature  ought  to 
refill  his  will,  he  fometimes  did  things  which 
in  any  ^ther  man  would  have  fzSkd  for  a£ts  of. 
Indaoiity. 

*.  The  blue-^  cmbro{<ltred  coat  Is: the  .ideatj^^  Qne* 
trbtch  is  now  on  his  wax  effigy  in  the  academy  of  fcienceSf 
Aod  it  was  yiade  ibr  his  man-iage  with  Catharint. 
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After  b^iip^  returned  from  his  tmveb,  de* 
fignlng  o|ie  day  to. exhibit  a  proof  of  his  (kill  in 
luvigation,  he  took  the  ^cerdfe  of  failing  in  a 
fmall  yeflel  on  the  lake  Ladoga,  which  is  often 
very  tempeiluous,  and  jud  then  was  more 
agitated  than  ufual.  Peter,  being  frightened^ 
]:egained  the  {hore  i  but  being  angry  that  the 
waves  had  no  more  refpeft  for  him,  he  fent  for 
the  executioner  of  the  town,  and  ordered  him  to 
give  the  knoot  to  the  intra£i:able  lake. 

Aad  what  are  we  to  think  of  that  endlels 
comedy  in  which  Peter  I.  caufed  himfelf  to  be 
reprefented  by  knasz  Romodanoffky,  the  moft 
vulgar  ^d,  brutal  of  all  the  Ruffians,  while  h^ 
himfelf  affe£ted  to  play  a  fubaltem  part?  He 
conferred  on  RomodanofO^y  the  title  of  tzar  of 
Mofco  i  made  a  public  report  to  him  of  all  his 
undertakings  and  his  moil  important  fuccefles ; 
all  petitions,  memorials,  and  other  documents^ 
addreffed  to  the  fovereign, .  were  prefented  to 
this  phantom  of  a  tzar,  who  privately  difpatched 
them  to  the  council ;  and  when  the  perfons  con- 
cerned, on  not  obtaining  what  they  deiired, 
complained  to  Peter,  he  anfwered  coldly :  ^^  It 
^'  is  not  my  fault  j  all  depends  on  the  tzar  of 
"  Mofco." 

A  refufal  was  not  the  only  inconvenience 
they  had  to  apprehend  from  the  infenfible  and 
capricious  Romodanofiky.      He  kept  in  hig 
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palace  a  bear  of  enormous  magnitudfy^  9Ad  b^k^s 
to  a  very  curious  trick.  Tl;ie  animal  prefented 
to  every  one .  who  wifiied  to .  fpea)s:  with  his 
matter  a  great  glafs  of  br^dy^  in  which  there 
was  a  ftrong  dofe  of  pepper.  Whoever  did  not 
drink  off  this  liquor  was  fure  to  have  his  cloaths 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  bear^  and  to  be  feverely 
fcratched  into  the  bargain. 

After  having  aboliihed  the  office  of  patriarchy 
Peter  L  in  confequence  of  his  refolution  to 
cxown  his  confort  Catharine,  in  1725  applied 
for  that  purpofe  to  the  archbiihop  of  Novgorod^ 
primate  of  all  Ruffia.  The  prelate,  thinking 
this  a  favourable  opportunity  for  getting  the 
patriarchate  re*eftabli(hed  in  his  favour,  ob- 
ierved  to  the  tzar,  that  fo  auguft  a  ceremony 
would  acquire  far  greater  folemnity  by  the 
prefence  of  a  patriarch.  The  tzar  anfwered 
him  no  btherwife  than  as  he  was  wont  to  do 
fuch  of  his  fubjeds  as  he  was  difpleafed  wJch, 
that  is,  by  a  fhower  of  flrokes  with  his 
cane.  The  archbiihop  afked  pardon.}  the  tzar 
ivas  pacified;  the  coronation  was  performed| 
and  nothing  more  was  faid  of  a  patriarch. 

Mentchikof  was  the  Ion  of  a  pye-man,  and 
pafled  a  part  of  his  youth  in  felling  little  pie^ 
about  .the  ftreets.  One  day,  felling  fome  of  his 
paftry  in  a  houfe  where  feveral  perfons  l^ad  me^ 
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to  treafcfafti  one  of  the  party  having  dratnk 
pretty  freely,  let  fbme  words  efcape  hmri  that 
ladmated  a  plot  againft  the  tzar.  MentcMkof 
tan  in  all  i^eed  to  the  palace,  requefled  to 
reveal  a  fecret  to  Pet(ir,  and  mformed  hhfl  of 
what  he  had  overheard.  '  The  tMr  wrapped 
himfelf  in  a'  cloak,  and  haftened  to  the  boufe 
pointed  out  to  him  by  Mentchikpf;  here, 
leaning  his  ear  to  the  door  of  the  room  where 
the  people  wer6  breakfafting,  he  diftin£lly  heard 
what  confirmed  to  him  the  report  of  hif.  con- 
duftor.  He  immediately  entered  and  found 
himfelf  in  the  midft  of  the  tonfpirators.  Whether 
they  imagined  that  his  guards  were  at  the  door^ 
or  whether  thfey  were  intimidated  at  his  prefence 
alone,  all  of  them  fell  at  his  knees,  and  threw 
themfelves  on  his  clemency.  From  that  moment 
the  tzar  took  Mentchikof  to  be  about  him  ( ^ 
arid  the  pye-boy  fhortly  after  became  a  prince. 

The  firft  infurreftion  occafioned  by  the  general 
wder  to  all  Ruffians  to  leave  off  thfi  cuftom  of 
wearing  the  beard,  was  followed  by  the  execution 
of  about  eight  thoufand  perfons.  For  containing 
fuch  a  great  number  of  viftims,  the  tzar  made 
choice  of  a  fpacious  fquare  adjoining  to  his  houfe 
of  Pr^obrajinlko,  three  verfts  from  MofcOr 
The  place  was  furrounded  by  paltfades,-  through 
which  it  was  eafy  to  fee  what  was^  paffing  wlthhi 
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the  JadoTure;  where,  afkr  placing  j  a  gitat 
number  of  balks  and  blocks,  the  wretdidB  con*: 
demned  to  lofe  their  lives  were  made*  to  kneel  at: 
tlleiii* 

Several  executioners  were  immediately  taim. 
ployed  in  cutting  off  heads.  '  Peter  himfeif* 
with  an  axe  in  his  band,  fet  the  example  t/o  the 
executioners.  Moft  of  the  tzar's  courtiers  were 
eager  to  imitate  him  ;  and  Mentohikof  bdafted 
aftet  wards  that  k  was  he  who  had'^cut  off  the 
greateft  number  6f  heads.  A  boy  about  twelve 
years  did  came  and  kud  his  neck  on  the  tzar'a 
block.  The  prince,  inftead  of  chopping  hi» 
bead  off,  took  him  by  the  arm  smd  (hoved  him 
away.  The  boy,  without  faying  a  word,  went 
and  placed  himfelf  at.  another  block.  The  tzar, 
perceiving  this,  advanced  towards  him,  raifed 
him  up,  and  put  him  away  again.  Prefently 
afisr  the  boy  returned  to  fubmit  his  neck  to  the 
axe.  The  tzar  theh  angrily  afked  him,  why  \A 
perfifted'  in  wifliing  to  have  his  head  cut  off  ? 
^^  Thou  had  cut  off  my  father's  head^  m% 
^  brother's,  and  the  heads  of  all  my  reladons, 
^^  who  were  no  more  guilty  than  I  am,^'  faid 
the  boy;  .*^  why  fhouldfl:  thou  not  cut  off 
^  mine  ?"  •*-  Peter  made  no  aafwer,  but  or« 
dened  the  boy  out  of  the  inclofure,  threw  down 
bU  laace,  and  went  away. 

vi#3  ,       That 
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while  his;baif  coi^ruers  wera  getiing  dnmk  trfth 
hixn)  sukI  applaudpg  the  ferocity  of  fuch  faa^ 
guinary  paftjfne  •  {.  *      ^ 

•  Eiulowed  with,  a  fine  figqre  an4  afuperior 
underftaAdingy  inyefted  with  fovereign  power> 
and  though  padionately  fond  of  women ,  Peter  I, 
was  never  bdbved  by  one ;  or  at  leaft  he  waa 
duped  by  all  with  whom  he  forlmed  ai^  attach- 
ment* While  yet  very  young  he  msu-ried 
Evdokhia  Lapukhin,  who  wa«  'mother  of  jhe 
unhappy  Alex^.  Not  long  after  hts  nmrfiage 
with  Evdokhia,  the  tzar  fell  defp^ratdly  in  love 
with  Anna  Moezis,  a  handfome  Fleming,  the 
daughter  of  a  brewer  fettled  at.Mofco* 

*  This  anecdote,  though  not  mentioned  by  Voltaire  iq 
his  hiflory,  was  well  known  to  \CvaSy  ^as  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
Frederic  II.  then  prince  royal,  fcnt  it  him,  with  other  accu- 
nte  memotrs  concerning  the  life  of  the  tear,  snd  to  which 
Fredenc  fubjotned :  '*  The  tzar  had  not  the  ilighteft  tioc- 
*'  ture  of  humanivy,  of  (Qagnaniinity}  or  of  virtue :  he  hftd 
'<  been  brought  up  in  the  grofieft  ignorance,  and  only  aded 
*'  by  the  impulfe  of  his  unruly  paffions."  In  another  of 
his  letters,  Frederic  writes  to  Voltaire  :  **  The  tzar  will  ap- 
<«  pear  to  you  in  this  hiftory  very  different  from  the  figure 

<*  he  makes  in- your  imagination- A  coticurrence  of 

..f <  fortunat^  pirciimfl^Qces  and  favourabld  events,  in  con- 
"  jun6lxon  with  the  ignorance  of  foreigners,  have  tnuM- 
<'  formed  the  tzar  into  an  heroic  phantom,  concerning  the 
«*  grandeur  whereof  no  one  has  ever  thought  proper  to 
ff  4oubt/' 

Evdokhia 
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Evdokhoa.  at  firfl  was  apparently  grieved  at 
the  defertion  of  her  hulband :  but  prefeiitly  after 
tfouibled  herfelf  in  the  fociety  of  a  young  boyar, 
named  Glebof ;  and,  to  the  misfortune  both  of 
Jberfelf  and  her  lover,  neglected  to  make  a  fufS* 
cient  fecret  of  her  amour.      The  tzar,  who 
thought  he  might  be  inconftant  with  impunity^ 
would  not  allow  another  to  be  fo  with  hinu 
He  fhut  up  the  tzaritza  in  a  convent,  and  after* 
wards  repudiated  her  in  form.    His  vengeance 
towards  Glebof  was  far  more  cruel :  he  impaled 
him  alive;  and  it  is  confidently  aflerted,  that 
the  wretched  vidlim  of  his  fury  remained  up* 
wards  of  four-and-twenty  hours  on  the  fpike 
before  he  expired  *. 

The  tzar  went  in  4II  eagernefs  to  enjoy  this 
horrible  fi^ht.  He  did  more ;  he  got  upon  th^ 
pediment  of  brickwork  in  which  the  pale  was 
fixed, 'and  exhorted  the  fu£ferer  to  confefs  to 
^  him  the  fads  which  he  had  hitherto  refufed  to 
avow.  ^<  Come  nearer,  that  thou  mayelt  hear 
**  me  the  better,"  anfwered  Glebof;  which 
the  tzar  having  done,  Glebof  coUe&ed  his  re- 

*   The  diplomatic  agent,  already  cited^  affirms  in  his 

Qianufcript  memoini  that  more  than  a  hundred  vitnefTes 

'  of  this  fa6t  related  it  to  him ;  and  that,  on  his  arrival  at 

Mofcoy  he  himfelf  faw  the  head  of  Glebof  ftill  affixed  on 


^e  pale. 
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mafaiing  forces  for  an  inftant,  and  faid  to  him: 
•*'  Thou  tyrant,  the  moft  cruel  that  ever  hell 
**  produced,  if  what  thou  imputed  to  me  wer« 
"  true,  thinkeft  thou,  that,  not  having  con- 
•*  feffcd  it  before  my  punifhment,  while  yet 
**  fom(5  hope  remained  of  obtaining  mercy  by 
**  the  avowal ;  canft  thou  think,  I  fay,  that  I 
**  am  fuch  a  fool  or  fuch  a  coward  as  to  fatisfy 
"  thee  now  that  it  is  no  longer  in  thy  power 
**  to  fave  my  life.  Go,  horrible  monfter, 
added  he,  as  he  fpit  in  his  face ;  **  begone ! 

The   tzar  had  ferious   thoughts  of  placing 

Anna  Mocns  on    the   throne:      That    young 

woman,  who  regarded  it  as  the  greateft  of  all 

misfortunes  that  her  fovereign  was  fond  of  her, 

and  to  whofe  paiCon  fhe  only  fubmitted  through 

fear,  dextroufly  eluded  his  offers  of  marriage. 

Peter,  however,  continued    his   vifits  to  her; 

but,  either  difgufted  at  the  coldnefs  with  which 

ihe   repaid   his   ardour,  or   the  natural  fickle- 

nefs  of  his  temper  led  him  elfewhere,  he  foon 

left  her  to  follow  her  inclinations  in  marrying  a 

lefe  illuftrious  lover  with  whom  fee  had  long 

held  an  amorous  cprrerpondence  *• 

•  Her  (irft  hufband  was  Kayzellingucn,  mtnifter  from 
Prufiia  to  the  tzar;  after  his  death  ihe  was  married  to 
lieutenant-general  Balk. 

Peter 
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Peter  became  enamoured  of  a  youngs  woman 
of  Livoma,  who,  after  having  been  married  ta 
a  fwedKh  dragoon,  is  generally  reported  to 
have  been  fucceffively  miftrefs  to  the  generals 
Bauer,  Scheremetof,  and  M^chikof,  became 
emprefs  of  R^ffia  under  the  name  of  Catha- 
rine I.  * 

*  A  French  author,  who  writes  from  goood  authoritjflv 
gives  the  following  account  of  Catharine.     She  bore  thiQ 
name  of  Martha  till  (he  quitted  lutheraaifm  for  the  -greek 
religion.     She  was  bom  in  a  petty  village  of  Livoiiia,  of 
poor  panrnts  who  laboured  for  their  livelihood.     While  yet 
very  young  flie  waa  taken  by  «  lutheran  clergynuin^  who 
lived  at  Marienburg^  named  Gluck,  to  wait  upon  his  daugh* 
ters.     No  fooner  was  ihe  marriageable  than  th6  beauty  of 
her  figure  drew  upon  her  the  attention  of  feveral  young 
men.     She  had  even  a  fort  of  intrigue  with  a  Livonian^ 
named  Tiezenhaufen,  who  taught  latin  at  paftor  Gluck's; 
and  this  latter,  on  perceiviDg  the  forward  difpofition  of 
Catharine,  married  her  to  a  fwediih  dragoon,  by  whom  fte 
was  courted.     The  dragoon  and  his  wife  were  ihortly  after 
made  prifoners  by  a  party  of  Ruflians ;  and,  as  at  that  time 
prifoners  of  war  were  treated  as  Haves,  Catharine  was  con- 
duced to  general  Bauer,  who  very  foon  made  a  prefent 
of  her  to  Scheremetof.    Scheremetof  refigned  her  to  Ment- 
chikof ;  and,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  the  tzar  having 
accidentally  feen  her,  took  her  away  froni  Mentchikof.     It 
is  affirmed  by  fome  writers,  that  the  hu(band  of  Catharine  ^ 
had  been  fent  to  Siberia :  others  pretend  that  he  lived  many 
years  at  Riga  upon  a  penfion  that  was  fecretly  conveyed  to 
iiim. 

Though 
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Though  Catbame  owed  every  thia^  ^  to  the 
izsLfy  who  had  .fea(;ed  her  on  the  throne,  fhe 
was  not  always  fo  faithful  to  hitn  as  be  had  a 
Tight  to  expedb  Catharine  had  chofcn  fbr  her 
chamberlain  the  young  Moens  de  la  CroiiK^ 
whofe  fifter,  madame  Balk,  was  about  h<:r  per- 
fon,  and  had,  as  we  have  juft  now  fe^n,  rejeded 
the  hand  of  the  tzar.  Moens  being  of  a  hand- 
feme  figure,  it  was  not  long  before  he  made  a 
lively  impreflion  on  the  heart  of  the  emprefs, 
and  the  intercom  fe  was  foon  perceived  by  count 
Yagujiniky,  who  was  then  in  full  confidence 
with  the  tzar,  and  had  the  cruelty  to  commu- 
nicate the  difcovery  he  had  made  to  his  mafter. 
Peter's  jealoufy  took  fire. '  He  vowed  vengeance ; 
but  refolved  firll  to  convince  himfelf  by  ocular 
proof  of  Catharine's  treachery.  Accordingly, 
he  pretended  to  leave  Peterfburg  in  order  to 
pafs  a  few  days  at  one  of  his  country-palaces, 
but  repaired  fecretly  to  the  winter-palace ;  then 
fent  a  page,  ori  whom  he  could  depend,  with 
his  compliments  to  the  emprefs,  and  to  tell  her 
that  he  was  at  Strelna,  a  few  leagues  from  th^ 
refidencc. 

The  page,  who  had  orders  to  take  notice  of 
everything,  haftened  back  with  a  ftrong  con- 
firmation of  the  tzar's  fufpiciqns.  Peter  went 
in  all  hafte  to  Catharine,  and  furprifed  her.  in 

the' 


.       •      •  • 

'the  arms  of  her  lover.    It  vtzs  twd  o'clock  in 

the  moraing^  and  madame  Balk  was  thatching 

at  feme  diftance   from   the  apartment  of  her 

majefty.      Petet,  in  his   fury,   bverfet  a  page 

who  flood   in  his  way,  and  'flrack  Catharine 

with  his  cane ;  but  fatd  not  a  word  to  Moens, 

ior  to  madame  Balk,  intending  to  punifli  theih 

in  a  manner  more  fevere  than  by  fome  flrokes  of 

h!^  xane. 

On  leaving  Catharine,  Peter,  'ftill  in  a  tranf- 

port  of  rage,  ran  abruptly  into  the  chamber 

where  princfe  Repnin  was  afleep  *,  who,  ftarting 

up,  and  feeing  the  tzar,  thought  himfelf  undone. 

'**  Get  up,"  faid  tlie  tzar,  "  and  hear  me*  Thoti 

*'  haft  no  need  to  drefs."     Repnin  rofe,  trent-* 

-  bling  at  every  joint,     Peter  related  to  him  what 

had  happened,  and  added :  "  I  am  determined 

to  cut  off  the  emprefs's  head  as  foon  as  it  is 

ddy-light/'  ^—  "  You  have  fuftained  an  ih- 

**  jury,  and  you  are  abfolute  mafter,"  anfwered 

Repnin ;  "  but  permit  me,  with  due  refpeft,  to 

.**  make  one  obfevvation.    Why  divulge  the  fatal 

**  adventure  at  which  you  are  fo  much  irritated? 

**  You  have  been  forced  to  deftroy  the  ftrelitzcs; 

♦  Prince  Repnin  has  often  related  thcfc  particulars.  He 
«pa&  the  grandfather  gf  prince  Nicholas  Repnin  who  "Was 
Come  years  ago  ambaflbdor  at  Warfaw  and  governor  of 
^-ivojiia.  ^  ' 

"  Almoft 
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^  Almoft  every  year  of  your  reign  has  been 
marked  by  bloody  executions.  ,  You  thought 
it  behoved  you  to  condemn  your  own  fon  to 
death*  If  you  cut  off  the  head  of  your  wife,  you 
*^  will  tamifh  forever  the  glory  of  your  name ; 
^^  Europe  will  behold  you  in  no  other  hght 
than  as  a  prince  greedy  of  the  blood  of  your 
fubjefts,  and  of  all  your  kindred.  Revenge 
"  the  outrage;  put  Moens  to  death  by  the 
*^  fword  of  the  law.  But  as  to  the  emprefs, 
**  your  beft  way  will  be  to  get  rid  of  her  by 
^*  means  that  will  not  fully  your  fame." 

During  this  fpeech  Peter  was  violently  agitated. 
After  fixing  bis  eyes  for  fome  moments  on 
Repnin,  he  left  the  room  without  uttering  a 
word.  The  ruin  of  Moens  was  already  refolved. 
He  was  arrefted  as  well  as  madame  Balk.  They 
were  both  confined  in  the  winter-palace,  in  an 
apartment  where  none  had  admiffion,  except 
the  emperor  himfelf,  who  carried  them  their 
viduals.  At  the  fame  time  a  report  was  fpread, 
'  that  the  brother  and  the  fifter  had  been  bribed 
by  the  enemies  of  the  country,  in  hopes  of 
bringing  the  emprefs  to  aft  upon  the  mind 
<^  the  tzar  prejudicially  to  the  interefts  of 
Ruffia. 

Moens  was  interrogated  by  the  monarch  in 
l^efence  of  general  Ufchakof;  and,  after  having 

confeffea 
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Qoafefled  wl^ateyer  tbey  ple^ed^  he  loft  his  ]||^d 
•n  the  block  *• 

Madame  Balk^  his  fifter,  received  the  kxioot ; 
and  it  is  preteaded  that  it  was,  the  tzar  himfeif 
who  infli£i:ed  it  on  her :  after  this  fhe  was  fent 
into  Siberia. 

Moens  walked  to  meet  his  fate  with  manly 
firmnefs.  He  always  wore  a  diamond  bracelet, 
to  which  was  a  miniature  of  Caths^rine  ;  but,  as 
it  was  not  perceived  at  the  time  of  his  being 
feized,  he  found  means  to  conceal  it  under  his 
garter ;  and  when  he  was  on  the  fcaffold  he 
confided  this  fecret  to  the  lutheran  paftor  who 
Accompanied  him,  and  under  cover  of  his  cloak 
flipped  the  bracelet  into  his  hand  to  reftore  it 
to  the  emprefs. 

The  tzar  was  a  fpeftator  of  the  punifliment  of 
Mbens  from  one  of  the  windows  of  the  fenate. 
The  execution  being  over,  he  got  up  on  the 
fcaffold, .  took  the  head  of  Moens  by  the  hair, 
and  expreifed  with  a  brutal .  energy  how  de* 
lighted  he  was  with  the  vengance  he  had  taken» 
The  fame  day,  that  prince  had  the  cruelty  to 
condud  Catharine  in  an  open  carriage  round 
the  (lake  on  which  was  fixed  the  head  of  the 
unfortunate  fufi[prer.     Catharine  was  fufEciently 

*  The  ajth  of  November  1724. 

miftrefs 
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mStrefs  of  herfelf  not  to  change  countelisimjf 
at  the  fight  of  (his  terrible  objed;  but  it  if 
&xdj  that  on  returning  to  her  apaitmest  (he 
Ihed  abundance  of  tears  *• 


Not  only  the  internal  frame  and  conftitution 
of  the  rui&an  empire  received  from  the  hand  o£ 
Peter  a  great  and  almofl  general  reform,  but 
even  its  relation  to  the  reft  of  the  european,  par-f 
ticularly  the  northern  ftates^  was  now,  in  com« 
parifon  with  former  times^  entirely  changed^ 
Sweden  and  Poland,  lately  the  formidable  foe$ 
and  neighbours  of  the  empire,  faw  themfelves 
now  weakened  and  humbled  by  RufGa,  and  the 
farmer  even  defppiled  of  a  great  part  of  her 
pofleillons.  Ruf&a  became,  in.  the  fpace  of  » 
few  years,  fo  powerful  as  to  be  the  njoft  dan* 
gerous  neighbour  to  both.  The  ottoman  empire, 
^t  the  clofe  of  the  foregoing  century,  had  already 
beheld  the  effefts  of  Peter's  enterprHing  fpirit, 
and  did  not  dare  tp  violate  the  treaty  to  which 
the  tzar  had  been  compelled  by  adverfe  circum* 

*  Thefe  particulars  arc  taken  from  the  above*  mcntiontj 
niantifcript  memoirs  written  at  the  time* 

fiances 
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fiances  to  accede  at  Pruth,  though  inftigftted  to 
the  breach  of  it  by  the  eameft  folidtations  of 
Charles  XIL  or  to  oppofe,  by  force  of  arms,  the 
coaquefts  of  the  Ruflians  in  Perfia.  Peter  had^ 
thus,  th^efore,  raifed  his  country  to  a  pitch  of 
emkience,  v^hich  the  neighbouring  kingdoms 
faw  with  jealoufy,  and  that  within  the  Ihort 
period  of 'not  quite  thirty  years.  Tet  all  hit 
labours  might  have  been  rendered  altogether 
vain^  all  his  undertakings  and  their  important 
confequences  have  been  entirely  fruftrated,  un- 
lefs  his  fucceflbrs  fhould  profecute  th^  edifice 
of  which  the  foundations  were  laid  by  him. 
Nothing  more  was  requifite  than  that  the  fuc- 
ceeding  foverdgns  (hould  tread  in  Peter's  foot- 
fteps  for  producing  the  eSe£l,  that  the  confe« 
quence  to  which  the  tzar  had  raifed  the  empird 
fliould  not  only  be  undiminiihed,  but  even  the 
circumference  of  it  from  time  to  time  coniider- 
ably  increafed  j  and  that  at  prefent,  at  the  clofe 
of  tlie  eighteenth  century,  Ruffia's  importance 
in  the  political  fcale  of  Europe,  is  not  only  as 
great,  but  much  greater  than  that  which  Peter 
endeavoured  to  procure  ic,  and  to  which,  a 
hundred  years  ago,  he  made, the  beginning  by 
his  fuccefsful  war  againft  the  Turks.  It  is  very 
remarkable  and  fingular,  that  Peter's  fyftem  of 
policy  was  preferved,  profecuted  and  enlarged, 
Vol.  II.  N      •  under 
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under  the  gorerninent  of  women ;  for  his  ttr6 
fucceflbrs  vho  bore  his  name,  fat  not  long  upon 
the  ruffian  throne. 

The  modem  hiflory  of  K-uflia  is  alfo  prind-^ 
pally  marked  by  feteral  revoltttiolis,  and  tbefe 
revolotioAs  are  again  extremely  different  from 
erents  of  that  nature  in  the  hiftory  of  other 
tountries.      In     other    countries    thefe   great 
changes  have  been  attended  with  bloodfhed  and 
civil  wars ;  but  in  Rui&a  they  were  all  the  work 
of  one  n^ht  or  one  day^     The  nation  at  large 
took  little  or  no  (hare  at  all  in  them  }  the  court 
sid  the  gresft  men  alone  feem  to  have  been  any** 
ways  concerned ;  and  the  foldiers,  efpecially  the 
ouAkDs,   were    always    the    prindpal   adors« 
Now,  though  thefc  revolutions  in  the  throne 
produced  no  alterations  in  the  body  of  the  em^* 
pire,  yet  I  have  thought  it  not  proper  tranfiently 
to  pais  them  over,  not  only  becaufe  it  is  in  the 
nature  of  man  to  take  an  intereft  in  the  fate  of 
thofe  who  Hand  fo  high  as  fovereigns^  particu^ 
larly  if  it  have  any  thing  unufual  in  it;  but 
fikewife  becaufe  the  ftudents  of  hiftory  may  form 
conclufions  from  fuch   events   concerning  the 
charafter  of  the  nation  as  well  as  of  the  fpirit  of 
the  government* 

Peter  died  of  a  painful  difeafe  in  1725,  with- 
out having  appointed  a  fucceffor,  as  he  had  a 
9  right 
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tight  to  do  in  virtue  6f  the  law  of  fucceffion 
)ena£ked  by  himfelf  and  ratified  by  the  oath  of 
his  fiibjefts.     It  feemed  now  to  reft  entirely  on 
the  nation,  or  its  chiefs,  to  fupply  the  vacancy 
bf  the  throne,  as  the  great  men  in  Ruf&a  liad 
conftantly  afferted  their  influence  on  the  fuc- 
tcffion  of  their  morlarchs.    Accordingly^  on  this , 
bccafion  feveral  plans  were  framed  concerning 
the  fucceffion.     The  principal  perfonages  had 
taken  every  pofTible  pt-^cautidn  to  have  the  emi 
peror's  death  immediately  announced  to  them  ; 
having,  during  the  laft  days  of  his  life,  caufed  one 
df  their  fervants  to  wait  in  the  Imperial  palace^ 
in  order  to  have  notice  of  the  event  the  inftant 
it  fhould  happeti.    It  i^as  forefeen  that  Ment^ 
chikof  would  employ  evety  eflTort  to  raife  Catha^ 
tine,  the  tzir's  fecohd  confort,  to  the  throne^ 
that,  in  quality  of  her  favourite,  he  might  ruld 
the  helm  of  the  ftate ;  but  this  MentcHikof  was 
fpurndd  at  by  moft  of  the  great  men  dii  account 
of  his  humble  origin,  and  hat^d  fdr  his  un« 
bounded  arrogance  and  avarice  *;     It  was  there* 

fore 

•  Mentchikof  waa  led  by  his  avarice  to  frequent  cm-i 
bezzlements  and  to  commit  many  a&s  of  oppif-effion  and 
injuftice,  which  the  tzar  punilhed  as  well  as  he  could  by 
beating  him  heartily  with  his  flick :  but  notwithfianding 
this  he  retained  him  in  his  employments,     teeter  I.  when 

N  t  angry 
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fore  the  wl(h  of  thefe  to  remove  both  him  sind 
Catharine  from  the  government,  to  aflign  the 
latter  a  convent,  and  the  former  Siberia  for 
their  abode,  to  proclaim  the  young  prmce  Peter 
emperor,  now  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  grand- 
fon  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  during  his  minority 
to  have  the  entire  management  of  the  admini- 
(Iration,  to  difmifs  the  foreigners,  of  whom  a 
great  number,  favoured  by  Peter,  had  been  q>- 
pointed  to  various  (tations  in  all  the  departments 
of  government,  to  reftore  a  variety  of  cuftoms 
aboliihed  by  the  tzar,  and  in  that  view  to  repeal 
many  of  his  ordinances  and  ftatutes.  This,  I 
fay,  was  the  wifli  of  moft  of  the  great  men  who 


•*•- 


angry  on  fimilar  occaHons  ^ith  the  perfons  in  office^  would 
&7i  that  he  thouglit  it  abfolutely  impolHble  to  prevent  hts 
coantrymen  from  driving  to  cheat  \  fometimes  adding,  to  a 
foreigner,  *<  If  you  want  to  find  a  Ruffian  of  honour  and 
**  probity,  examine  clofely  whether  he  has  hair  growing  in 
'^  the  palm  of  his  hand ;  and,  if  you  find  none,  fay  boldly 
"  that  he  is  a  rafcal."  —  Peter  I.  at  his  death  was  only  53 
'  years  old.  It  is  generally  faid  that  he  died  of  a  fuppreflioa 
of  urine.  Voltaire  affirms,  that  he  was  deflrous  to  make  a 
will,  but  that  he  was  unable  either  to  write  or  to  di&ate. 
The  manufcript  memoirs  of  Magnan,  on  the  contrary,  in<' 
form  us,  that  it  is  highly  probable  that  he  anally  made 
that  will ;  but,  as  it  was  agreeable  neither  to  the  tzaritza 
nor  to  Mentchikof,  they  came  to  the  refolutibn  to  fup» 
prefs  it. 

conceived 
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conceived  they  had  a  right  to  fpeak  their  opi* 
Bion  on  the  fubjed:  of  fillmg  the  vacant  throne. 
Ic  18  probable^  likewife,  that  this  plan  might 
have  been  brought  to  bear,  if  the  authors  and 
abettors   of  it  had  not  been  reftrained  by  the 
exceflive  awe  which  all  men  had  for  Peter, 
while  he  breathed,  from  taking  the  fmalleft  ftep 
to  the    exeoutioB   of   this  projed;   being  ap*> 
prehenfive,  that  if  he  fhould  recover,  and  be 
informed  of  the  defign,  they  might  be  punifhed 
In  his  ufual  fevere  and  inexorable  manner.    So 
much  the  more  artful  were  the  meafures  purfued 
by  Mentchikof  and  his  adherents  for  fecuring 
the  fucceilion  to  Catharine.    The  clergy  and  the 
,  Ibldiers  were  all  that  were  neceflary  to  be  gained 
by  them  for  promifing  themfelves  the  defired- 
liiccefs ;  and  tbefe  were  gained  —  by  money^ 
fpr  Mentchikof  had  wifely  in  time  availed  him^ 
felf  of  th^  opportunity  of  getting  poflelfion  of 
the  imperial  treafure.     Catharine  likewife  had, 
the  day  before  Peter's  death,  an  interview  with 
Mentchikof  and  fome  other  men  in  power,  at 
which  they  promlfed  h^r  every  afiiftance  in. her 
undertaking. 

Immediately  on  the  death  of  th$  tzar  t{ie 
great  men  of  the  nation  aflembled  in  the  impe-. 
rial  palace  at  Peterfburg;  and  fcarceiy  were 
they  met  than  Catharine  appeared,  with  Ment- 

N  3  chikof. 
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chikof)  tire,  duke  of  Holdein^  and  fome  others 
}n  her  train,  and  propofed  herfelf  a^  empress. 
Indeed  fhe  pre&ntly  after  withdrew,  in  order^ 
^  was  laid,  to  giye  the  afiembled  nobles  time 
to  deliberate  on  the  legitimacy  of  her  claim  to, 
the  throne ;  when  much  was  faid  on  the  circumt 
fiance  that  Peter  had  left  no  will,  and  .therefore 
^bat  they  might  proceed  to  an  eledion.  But 
a  part  of  the  afTenU^ly,  and  particularly  the 
l)eads  of  ^e  clergy,  had  been  won  •  oyer ;  an- 
pther  part  complied  with  the  propofal  from 
&ar  * ;  and  againft  the  few  who  opppfed  it  ai^ 
sippeal  was  made  to  the  oral  declaration  of  the 
tate  tzar,  by  which  it  w^s  pretended,  that  he 
affirmed  that  he  had  caufed  Catharine  to  be 
iblemnly  crowned  only  that  flie  might  hereafter 
fucceed  to  the  goyernment.  At  length  Ment-*. 
9hikof  interrypted  the  confultation  by  a  word 
of  command,  at  which  the  guards,  >yhofe  con- 
currence had  been  for  ^he  greater  part  fecured, 
for  which  no  money  had  been  fparedj^  marched 
,  out,  exclaiming :  Lon^  live  our  emprefs  Catha- 
line.  During  which  fjie  prefented  herfe^*  at  the 
window  to  the  populace  j  and  no>^  there  was 

^  The  officers  of  the  guards,  in  the  pay  of  Mentchikoft 
and  difperfed  by  him  about  the  place  of  meetings  openly 
threatened  to  poi'gnard  any  who  fhould  endeavour  to  pre* 
KQt  the  prodamation  of  Cstharine  as  emprc(k 

m 
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fkoC  one  of  the  whole  aiTembiy  who  would  hare  \ 
dared  to  fbew  any  oppofitton  m  her  prefence. 
She  was  therefore  declared  emprefs  j  cm.  which 
flie  promifed  to  be  the  mother  of  the  country, 
ias  Peter  had  been  the  father ;  and  Mentchikof, 
to  the  great  mortification  of  many  of  the  nobles,  ^ 
who  wilhed  themfelves  in  his  place,  had  the 
fatisfa^on  to  fee  his  projed  crowned  with  fuc« 
cefs*.  TTius,  for  the  firft  time,  fince  Olga, 
who  reigned  in  the  tenth  century,  a  woman  &l 
upon  the  throne  of  Ruflia,  a  woman  c£  obfcure 
defcent,  by  the  moft  fingular  turns  of  fortune, 
raifed  to  the  e;calted  rank  of  an  unlimited 
Ibvereign  f. 

The  hiftory  of  Catharine's  in&ncy  is  ftill 
covered  with  darknefs  and  uncertainty }  and  the 

*  According  to  fidd-marihal  Munich's  account^  Ment* 
cbikof,  at  the  head  of  the  guards^  burfl  into  the  hall  where 
the  feaators  were  fitting  with  the  doors  locked^  confulting 
about  the  fucceffion,  and  ordered  Catharine  to  be  pro- 
claimed  emprefs. 

+  Mcntchikof  at  firft  fliared  the  fovcrcign  power  which 
he  had  obtained  for  her  with  the  emprefs-;  and  it  is  a  very 
ftriking  circumflance,  that  in  a  period  juftly  ftyled  an  cn« 
lightened  age,  the  two  perfonages  at  the  head  of  the  moft 
extcnfive  empire  of  the  world  could  neither  write  nor  read. 
The  artful  and  treacherous  Tolftoi  managed  almoft  all  the 
^Sun  of  ^e  ruffian  cabinet. 

K  4  various 
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-  various  and  conlrradidory  accounts  of  it  would 
of  themfelves  compofe  a  volume ;  as  even  the 
year  and  place  of  her  birth  are  not  accurately 
afcertained  *•  Only  thus  much  is  extremely 
probable^  that  ihe  was  bom  a  livonian,  ai^d 
fprung  from  vulgar  parents  t>  that  ihe  loft 
'  them  when  very  young,  was  afterwards  taken 
into  the  houfe  of  the  provbft  Glucts;  at  MaJIfi^n-. 
burg,  .where  0ie  ferred  as  houfei^aid  and  nurfe 
to  the  children,  got  acquainted  with  a  foldier^ 
with  whom  ihe  was  foon  after  married.  Bttt 
whether  this  foldier  was  obliged  on  the  very 
wedding-day  to  join  his  regiment  and  make  an 
nbrupt  departure,  as  the  Ruffians  wer^  every 
day  more  clofely  invefting  Marienburg  as  ene- 
mies, and  confequently  whether  Catharine  as  a 
bride  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  or 
whether  (he  had  already  lived  fome  time  in 
wedlock,  remains  equally  undecided.  More  au- 
thentic, however,  is  the  account,  that,  after  the 
conqueft  of  Marienburg  by  the  Ruffians,   the 

provoft  Cluck  prefented  himfelf  to  the  ruffian 

«  • 

*  By  fomc  accounts  /he  was  born  in  1682,  by  dthers 
lateo  and  even  not  till  16 89. 

-t*  Some  flatements  make  her  the  daughter  of  a  fwediffi 
'  quarter-mafler.     By  others  we  are  told   that  /he  was  an 
illegitimate  daughter  of  a  fwedifh  lieutenant-colonel  and  a 
livonian  female  vaflaL 

general 
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general  Scheremetof,  ^he  firft  in  icomxnandy  to 
befeech  him  to  mitigate  the  calamities  that 
threatened  the  town.  Catharine  was  in  com- 
pany with  Glu^,  and  by  her  beauty  attracted  the 
general's  notice,  who  immediatelly  took  her  with 
him  home,  furniflied  her  with  better  cloaths,  and 
treated  her  with  great  kindnefs.  Mentchikof^ 
who  here  faw  Catharine,  by.  his  authority  ap- 
propriated this  part  of  the  fpoil  to  himfelf :  but 
be  enjoyed  her  not  long.  Peter,  who  happened 
9nce  to  fee  the  fair  (tranger  at  Mentchikof 's, 
was  fo  ilruck  with  her,  that  he  took  her  to  him* 
felf,  forbade  Mentchikof  to  have  any  £mher  in- 
timacy with  her,  gave  her  fervants  to  attend  her, 
and  conferred  on  her  the  title  *'  her  grace-"  She 
^vas  90W  baptized  into  the  ruffian  church  *,  and 
was  highly  pleafed  with  her  new  fituation,  made 
it  he^  principal  bufinefs  to  ftudy  Peter's  charac* 
ter,  that  his  love  ^or  her  increafed  from  day  to 
day.  She  likewife  frequently  blefled  Peter  with 
5:bildren ;  and  ^  it  is  probable  that  he  privately 
married  her  in- 1707,  but  firft  publicly  declared 
her  to  be  his  wife  in  1 7 1 1 ,  inftituted  an  order 
pf  knighthood  in  her  honour,  appointed  her  a 

*  She  was  originally  brought  up  in  the  lutheran  confef- 
|ion.  In  the  opinion,  however,  of  thofe  who  make  Catha- 
pne  a  native  Lithuanian ^  (he  wae  a*  catholic* 

coronation 


'^ 
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coronation  with  pompous  ceremonies  in  1724^ 
9bd  wiih  his  own  hands  placed  the  crown  upoa 
Ikcr  bead  *•  Such  were  the  fortunes  of  thb  ex- 
traordinary woman*  Catharine,  as  a  fruitfiil 
aiodier,  by  ikaiing  all  dangers  With  the  tzar^ 
accompanying  him  on  his  travds,  as  in  hi$ 
ibcond  journey  to  Holland,  and  even  attending 
him. in  war,  taking  the  tendered  care  of  his 
health,  which  was  none  of  the  ftrongeft,  never 
betraying  my  fymptoms  of  jealoufy  when  other 
ladies  were  found  amiable :  in  (hort,  by  gaining 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  charader,  and 
bearing  with  his  humours,  by  never  meddling 
with  government  affairs,  only  defirous  of 
being  wife  and  mother,  fecured  to  her  Peter*is 
afiedion  as  long  as  hp  lived;  and  it  is  by 
no  *  means  improbable,  that  Peter  himfelf,  if 
be  had  been  granted  a  longer  life,  would 
have  declared  her  for  his  fucceflbr.  The  gene-r 
rality  of  the  nation  found  not  the  lead  impro- 
priety in  Catharine's  acceding  to  the  vacant 
throne,  as  fhe  had  been  Peter^s  wife  for  many 
years,  and  had  been  folemnly  crowned  emprefs. 
By  a  condefcending,  mild,  and  obliging  deport-^ 

*  While  Peter  was  performing  this  pcrcmony,  Catharine 
embraced  his  knee»  an^  kifTcd  it.  Pete^  immediate^  nufe4 
Eer  upu 

ment 


ment  towards  every  one  *,  which  ihe  conftandf 
{Mreferyedy  a  great  part  of  the  nation  was  morev 
over  ^  much  prepofTelTed  ih  her  £ivoun  The 
foldiers  were  particularly  her  friends,  from  her 
liaving  been  prefent  in  fo  many  campaigns^  from 
^er  having  hs^d  a  confiderable  hand  in  making 
the  peace  Vhich  the  army,  furrounded  near  the 
Pruth,  obtained  of  the  grand  vizir,  and  having 
been  the  phyfician  and  faviour  of  great  numbers 
of  the  wounded.  Accordingly,  the  foldiers;  on 
receiving  the  tidings  of  Peter's  death,  one  and 
all  cried  out.  If,  however,  qur  father  be  dead, 
pur  mother  is  (till  alive.  Indeed,  difcontented 
perfons  wer^s  not  wanting,  who  faw  with  extreme 
diilike,  that  a  woms^n  of  fuch  vulgar  defcent, 
who  was  not  even  a  native  Ruffian,  had  afcended 
the  throne ;  yet  the  diilatisfaftion  of  numbers,  of 
the  great  arofe  lefs  from  diilike  to  Catharine 
than  from  hatred  to  Mentchikof. 

This  man,  too,  bom  in  a  mean  (lation,  and 
tslevated  to  be  Peter's  fevourite  t>  enjoyed,  in- 
deed, 

*  Accordingly  (he  endeavoured  to  provide  ibr  her  fofte]> 
father  Glucki  and  procured  him  a  good  fituation,  as  well  aa 
COfifened  a  number  of  benefits  on  all  the  perfons  of  his 
^unily. 

f  If  Mentchikof  in  his  youth  was  not  a  paftry-cook,  he 
was  certainly  one  of  the  lowcft  menial  fervant)  at  the  tzarian 
court.     Peter  obferring  him  to  be  a  (hrewd  lad,  took  him 

?unong 
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deed,  daring  the  reign  of  this  emprefs,  the 
greateft  refpeA,  which  was  only  in  fome  degree 
leffened  by  the  dnke  of  Holftein. 

Catharine,  from  the  very  commencement 
of  her  reign,  conducted  herfelf  with  the  greateft 
benignity  and  gentlenefs,  whereby  fhe  fecured  to 
herfelf  ftill  more  the  love  and  veneration  of  the 
generality  of  her  fubje£ts.  She  reduced  the 
annual  captation-tax  by  one  eighth,  ordered  the 
gibbets  to  be  cut  down  which  had  been  eredted 
by  Peter  in  great  numbers  throughout  the 
country, /had  the  bodies  of  the  numerous  perfons 
he  had  executed,  ftill  lying  unburied,  interred ; 
recalled  the  greater  part  of  thofe  wlio  had  in  the 
late  reign  been  baniflied  to  Siberia  *,  paid  the 
troops  their  arrears,  reftored  to  the  Kozaks 
feverat  of  thdr  privileges  and  immuokies  which 
had  been  wrefted  from  them  by  Peter,  and  made 


among  the  potefchnii,  and  Mentchikof  was  artful  cnougk 
to  gain  fo  complete  a  knowledge  of  his  mafter's  humours 
and  temper,  that  though  Peter  often  treated  him  very 
harfhly,  by  beating  him,  and  feveral  times  impofing  on  him 
heavy  penalties^  yet  Mentchikof  contnved  to  keep  himfel^ 
in  the  tzar's  favour  to  the  day  of  his  death ;  and  this  he  did 
chiefly  by  admiring  foreign  cuiloms,  and  helping  to  render 
the  ruilian  ufages  and  manners  ridiculous. 

*  Excepting  the  itlations  and  friends  of  Peter's  former 
wife. 
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ho  changes  among  the  ofScers  of  ftate.  She 
thus  attached  to  her  the  people,  the  army,  and 
even  moft  of  the  great  families  of  the  nation  *. 
The  attempts  of  two  impoitors,  who  feverally 
gave  themfelves  out  for  Peter's  unfortunate  fon 
Alexey,  were  fpeedily  defeated,  and  the  pre- 
tenders to  the  throne  beheaded*  The  em|»re 
enjoyed  during  her  reign  the  blefling  of  peace» 
which  it  had  fcarcely  ever  been  able  to  do  under 
Peter.  But  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  neither 
the.  army  not  the  navy  were  negle&ed  ^  on  the 
contrary,  both  were  put  in  the  ibeft  condition  f ; 
and  Jt  was  fettled  by  treaty  entered  into  by  the 
government  [1726]  with  the  german  emperor, 
that,  in  cafe  of  an  attack,  they  (hoqld  recipro* 
cally  aflift  one  another  with  an  army  of  30,009 

*  Catharine^  however,  who,  dunng  Peter's  lifetime,  liad 
fliewn  fo  much  courage,  activity,  and  at  dour,  in  the  greatcft: 
enterprifes,  foon'difdained  to  trouble  herfelf  with  public 
bufinefs,  apd  gave  herfelf  up  entirely  to  luxury  add  pleafure. 
She  took  on  at  odcc  two  new  favourites,  the  young  prince 
Sapieha,  and  a  Uvonxad  gentleman  named  Lcewenwolden. ' 
Thefc  two  rivals  equally  drove  to  pleafe  her,  and  alternately 
received  proofs  of  her  tendernefs,  without  fuffering  their 
happtnefs  to  be  interrupted  by  the  interference  of  jealoufy. 

f  The  former  was  augmented  to  nearly  one  hundrc(i  and 
eighty  thoufand  men,  and  the  latter  confided  of  twenty-fix 
line  of  battle  (hips,  fifteen  frigates,  one  hundred  and  forty 
gallies,  feveral  fmaU  tranfport  veflcl:},  and  fourteen  thoufand 
failors. 

men, 
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ceminj;  the  fucceflioii,  tiras^  that  Peter  Alexic^ 
vitch*  fliould  be  her  fucceffor,  and,  till  he 
Httained  his  fixttienth  year,  to  be  under  the  tute- 
lage of  the  princefies  Anna  and  Elizabethj  the 
(iuke  of  Holftein,  and  the  other  members  of  the 
council  t^  making  provifion  alfo  for  the  cafu- 
alty  of  the  young  empercH-'s  dying  without 
heirs;  A  fecohd  Slrticle  of  the  will  was,  that  the 
regency  fliould  endeavour  to  bring  about  a  mar- 
riage between  the  ydung  emperor  and  a  daughter 
of  prince  Mentchikof.  The  will,  moreover, 
even  contained  feveral  proofs  of  Catharine's 
concern  for  her  fon-in<>law  the  duke  of  Holftein. 

The  bounds  of  the  empire  were  alfo  enlarged 
under  Catharine,  by  the  homage  paid  her  by  the 
kubinikian  Tartars^  and  the  fubmiffion  of  a 
georgian  prince  to  Ruffia* 

That  Catharine,  notwithftanding  flie  could 
neither  write  nor  read,  had  a  great  natural  un- 
derftanding,  a  very  high  degree  of  prudence,  and 
a  perfeflly  found  judgment,  is  manifeft  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  her  reign.  Yet,  perhaps,  if  (he 
had  lived  longer,    that  would  have   happened 

*  Alexey's  fon,  and  grandfon  of  Peter. 

t  Thii  council,  or  college  of  private  aavice,  as  it  ^vas 
called,  was  ellabli(hed  under  Catharine,  and  confifted  orf- 
ginaUy  of  feven  members^  wbofe  bufinefd  it  wa?  to  look  after 
foreign  affaira< 

tvhich 
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ttrhich  has  often  been  aflerted,  namelf,  that  (he 
would  have  been  detrmled  from  the  throne.  At 
leaft,  there  was  never  wanting  a  great  number  o£ 
malcontents  all  the  while  (he  reigned.  The  im*< 
penetrable  veil  of  obfcurity  that  concealed  her 
origin,  the  hiftory  of  her  earlier  days,  ere  ihe 
was  acknowledged  by  Peter  as  his  wife,  were  a 
ftumbling-block  to  many ;  and  papers  were  fre- 
quently handed  about,  in  which  ihe  was  very 
irreverently  mentioned.  Already,  in  the  fecond 
year  of  her  reign,  ihe  felt  herfelf  under  the  ne* 
ceffity  of  threatening  to  punifli  with  death  all 
fuch  as  ihould  fpeak  of  her  £imily  in  difrefpe&iut 
terms*.  The  following  judgment,  iherefore, 
paffed  upon  her  by  a  german  author  of  that 
time,  who  was  well  informed  of  the  clrcumilan- 
ces  of  Catharine's  life,  feems  accurately  to  fuit 
her.    ^^  The  gratitude  and  kindnefs,'^  iays  he, 

*  All  at  once  aifived  at  PeteHborg  a  brother  of  Catha* 
riae,  whom  fhe  ordered  to  take  the  name  of  count  Skav- 
ronfky.  He  brought  with  him  his  wife  and  three  children. 
What  made  this  circumftancc  the  more  aftonifiunjr  was, 
that  it  had  always,  been  believed  that  the  emprefs  had  no 
knowledge  of  any  of  her  relations.  His  children  were  two 
boyiand  a  giri.  The  emprefs  married,  the  latter  to  her 
favourite  Sapieha.  Several  authors  have  mentioned  that  the 
tzar  knew  the  brother  of  Catharine ;  bnt»  according  to  the 
mapufcnpt  memoirs  already  often  ttted,  this  is  a  iniSake. 

VOL.  II.  o  "  which 
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<*  whidi  this  princds  difcovers  towards  all  tnan^ 
kind,  particdlsp-ly  towards  her  former  acqMiat- 
ance,  her  refignation  in  adverfe  aflPair;,  her  ' 
unabating  foUidtudes  for  the  health  of  her 
fpoufe^  and  her  humanity  in  always  advifing 
^^  the  tzar  to  gentle  and  temperate  meafhres  *» 
'^  are  fuch  laudable  qualities,  as  in  fome  degree 
<^  to  efface  'the  blemifh  on  her  birth,  and  to 
**  atone  for  other  fatalities.** 

The  fucceffion  and  the  inarriage  of  Peter  II.  t 
with  MentchikoPs  daughter,  were  the  two  fole 
items  of  Catharine's  will  which  Mentchikof  was 
anxious  to  execute*  Indeed,  numbers  of  th^ 
great  would  have  been  glad  to  fee  Peter  deprived 
of  the  fucceflion,  partly  becaufe  it  was  highly 
probable  that  Mentchikof  would  continue  to  ad 
the  iame  part  under  the  new  monarch  which  he 
had  begun  under  the  former,  partly  becaufe 
they  were  afraid  that  P^ter  II.  would  make  his 
refentment  fall  heavy  on  thofe  who  had  aflented 
to  the  fentence  of  death  pafled  on  his  father. 
Mentchikof,  however,  took  his  meafures  with 

*  She  ^fhed  to  perfuade  Peter  not  to  proceed  with  fuch 
feverity  even  againil  Alexey.     She  kept  Alexey'fi'fon,  the 
young  Peter,  whom  ihe  nominated  her  (uccefTory  aa  her  own 
foDy  and  took  cane  of  his  education  like  a  mother, 
.    +  He  waa  bom  in  1715. 

fo 
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fo  mwh  prudence,  that  the  imperial  heu*,  now 
twdve  years  old,  immediacely /received  homage 
as  emperor*  If,  while  Peter  L  was  alive,  he 
flood  clofe  by  the  throne,  and  had  a  great 
influence  in  the  government  during  the  rdgn  of 
Catharine,  as 'his  fphere  of  operation  was  only 
fomewhat  bounded  by  the  duke  of  Holftein, 
ftill  greater  opportunities  now  prefented  them^ 
ftlves  to  him  of  having  the  entire  management  of 
the  adminiftration  during  the  emperor's  minority, 
as  the  expelled  marriage  of  his  daughter  with 
the  young  monarch  would  probably  place  him 
and  bis  family  for  ever  in  clofe  relationilup  with 
the  reigning  houfe.  The  mod  fanguine  wifhes 
could  require  no  more.  He  even  thought  him- 
felf  fo  fure  of  his  bufinefs,  that  he  now  threw  ofif 
all  reftraint,  and  in  his  whole  behaviour  ihewed 
himfelf  as  already  the  fa.ther->in-law  of  the  em- 
peror. In  order  to  have  the  prince  conftantly 
about  him,  to  condud:  him  abfolutely  by  his 
will,  and  in  the  monarch  of  the  empire  to  form 
to  himfelf  an  obedient  fon-in-law,  he  took  him 
borne  to  his  maniion.  No  one  feemed  able  or 
bold  enough  to  oppofe  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
what  Mentchikof  did  and  refolved  to  do.  But 
he  flood  not  long  on  this  pinnacle  of  power. 
Juft  when  he  thought  himfelf  moft  fecure,  the 

o  a  '  hour 


ig6  HISTORY  09   RUSSIA. 

hour  of  his  611  arrived  *•  Sereral  6f  die  firft 
families  of  the  empire  had  ever  viewed  hisproC- 
perity  with  tevious  eyes }  and  as  Mentchikof '• 
pride  and  arrogance  conftantly  kept  pace  with  his 
advancement,  as  he  exerdfed  his  power  with  the 
mod  abfolute  defpottfm,  the  number  and  the 
hatred  of  his  enemies  increafed  in  an  equal  degree* 

*  The  duke  of  Holftein  and  his  minHler  were  »ot  the 
fok  enemies  of  Mentchikof:  he  hsd  a  greit  number  of 
fuch  as  were  implacable  and  fecrety  among  whom  was  Ofter« 
mann,  the  moil  afliduous  of  his  flatterers.  OAcrmann, 
bom  in  Weftphalia,  the  fon  of  a  latheran  paftor,  had  ac- 
quired the  confidence  of  Peter  I.  amd  arrived  at  the  high. 
pofk  of  J^ice-chanccllor ;  but,  although  he  had  tune  encnigh 
to  accuAoov  him£elf  to  the  manners  of  th^  Ruffians*  he 
could  never  forgive  Mentchikof  for  addrefiing  him  always 
in  an  arrogant  and  fupercHious  tone^  and  often  threatening 
him  with  the  knoot,  and  with  Siberia.  Being  refoWed  to 
have  his  revenge,  he  had  feized  the  favourable  moment  fiyr 
prompting  the  fevourite  to  take  the  imprudent  ilep  that 
accelerated  his  downfall^  that  of  declaring  the  young  grand- 
duke  heir  of  the  empire,  to  prevent  the  duke  of  HolAein 
from  acceding  to  the  crown  on  the  death  of  the  tzaritza. 
Ollermann  had  been  fecretary  to  count  Shafirof^  the  moft 
able  minifter  of  Peter  I.  He  had  the  ingratitude  to  cabal 
againft  Shafirof,  and  to  carufc  his  difmifiion ;  as  he  likewife 
procured  that  of  marfhal  Munich.  In  fhort,  in  1741  £h'- 
zabeth  banifhed  O Hermann  to  the  borders  of  the  Frozen- 
ocean,  and  there  he  died  in  i;47.  His  fpn  was  vice- 
chancellor  under  Catliarine  H. 

.   Attempts 
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•        / 

Attonpts  had  often  been  made,  but  in  vain,  to 
votk  his  downfall :  they  now  fiicceeded  *.  A 
youth  of  one  of  the  moft  refpeAable  fiunUies  of 
the  empire,  Ivan  Dolgoruki,  the  daily  companion 
of  the  young  emperor,  very  foon  found  an 
opportunity  to  inftil  prejudices  againft  Mentcbi- 
kof  in  the  mind  of  Peter,  by  reprefenting  to  hio^ 
that  this  man  was  allowed  to  aflume  too  muci\ 
of  the  monarch,  the  latter  having  properly  no 
will  of  bis  own,  but  was  entirely  ruled  by  that  of 

'  *  The  chiefs  of  the  party  were  Tolftoi'i  Buttorliff,  and 
the  count  de  Viery  a  portuguezc  adventurert  made  imnifter 
of  police  in  Ruilia,  and  brother-in-law  to  Mentchikof,  much 
againft  his  will.  The  count  de  Vier,  more  known  in  Ruflia 
und/er  the  name  of  Antone  Manuelovitchy  was  midftiipman 
,  on  board  of  a  merchant-fliip  when  Peter  I«  took  him  into 
his  Cenrice.  That  pnnoe  phced  him  afterwarda  at  the  head 
of  the  department  of  police^  in  which  poft  de  Vier  acquired 
great  reputation.  It  was  not  fafe  to  travel^ in  any  part  of 
Rufliay  except  by  carayans,  the  roads  were  fo  infefted  by 
robbcrsy  often  proteded  by  the  lords  of  the  domain.  De 
Vier  found  means  of  repreifing  thefe  diforders ;  in  reward 
for  which  fervice  Peter  I.  gave  him  the  title  of  count,  and 
made  him  marry  the  filler  of  Mentchikof*  The  fecret 
meetings  of  the  party  were  held  at  the  houfe  of  a  Pi^montefe, 
named  count  Santi.  This  count  Santi  had  been  involved  in 
France  in  the  confpiracy  of  the  prince  of  CeOagiare.  Being 
thrown  into  the  baftile,  whence  he  had  the  dexterity  to 
rfcape,  he  went  over  to  Ruffia,  and  there  became  mailer  of 
ihe  ceremonies  at  court. 

o  %  Mentchikof* 
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Meatchikof.  Doigoruki's  infinuatioas  operated 
with  the  fpeedier  effed,  as  Peter  felt  no  fondnefs 
for  Maria  Mentchikof,  who  was  defigned  to  be 
his  bride,  and  op^y  confefled  that  he  wiflied  to 
be  rid  of  hen  Mentchikof,  who  had  happily  out- 
flood  even  the  boifterous  temper  of  Peter  the 
Great,  had  been  alUpowerful  under  Catharine, 
l^btwithftanding  the  duke  pf  Holftein's  machina- 
tions againft  him,  and  was  afterwards  the  auftere 
and  imperious  father-in-law  of  Peter  IL  was  now 
overthrown,  and  obliged  with  his  whole  family, 
of  which  even  the  betrothed  wife  of  the  young 
emperor  formed  a  part,  to  depart  for  Berefof 
in  Siberia*,  1727,  By  this  ftroke  of  fortune 
all  hispUns  of  greatnefs  were  at  once  defeated, 
and  the  treafures  he  had  accumulated  f  po\ired 
into  the  imperial  cpfiers,  from  which  the  greater 
part  had  been  furreptitioufly  taken* 

The 

*  Tolfloi  was  exiled  to  Siberia,  where  he  died.  De 
Vier  had  the  fame  lot,  after  having  received  above  a  hundred 
ftrokes  of  the  knoot.  Butturiin  and  fome  others  were 
banifhed  to  various  places.  Mentchikof  died  in  his  exile  at 
Berefof  in  1729. 

-f  Confiillng  of  nine  millions  of  rubles  10  bank  notes  and 
obligations,  one  million  in  cafli,  105  lb.  of  gold  utcnfik, 
420  Ib»  of  filver.  plate,  and  precious  flones  to  the  value  o^ 
about  a  miUioo.  If  we  reckon,  befide8,thc  confiderable  eftates 
i.i  land  which  he  poffefled,  bis  palace  and  the  furniture  of 
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The  family  of  Dolgoruid  aew  took  the  place 
of  the  degraded  favourite;  and  fo  completely, 
that  even  a  young  lady  of  that  hoiife  was  fe- 
lefled  to  be  the  young  Peter's  bride  inftead  of 
Maria  Menfchikof,  who  was  forced  to  (hare  in 
her  father's  lamentable  fate,  and  from  the  ex** 
peftation  of  afcending  the  greateft  throne  in 
the  world,  was  plunged  in  the  deepeft  diilrds. 
Catharine  Dolgoruki  made  fo  flrong  an  im« 
prei&on  on  Peter  the  very  firft  time  he  faw  her, 
that  he  aiked  her  hand  of  her^  father,  and 
Cathapne  was  foon  after  publicly  affianced  to 
the  emperor* 

The  coronation  was  fixed  for  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1728,  and  Peter  travelled  from 
Peterfburg  to  Mofco  for  that  purpofe^  Molco 
and  the  adjacent  country,  which  he  frequently 
t^verfed  on  the  hunting  parties,  with  which 
the  Dolgorukies  amufed  him,  pleafed  him  fo 
much,  that  he  had  an  intention  to  transfer  the 
refidence  hither  from  Peterfburg :  a  defignby 
which  he  attached  to  him  all  the  Ruffians  of  the 


it,  wc  fhall  be  the  more  furprifed  at  thfe  treafore  which 
Mentchikof  was  able  to  amafsi  as  Peter  was  vtrj  far  from 
)>eing  liberal  to  his  favourites,  and  had  oftep  punilhed 
Mentchikof  for  his  cmbez^lemetits  by  confifcating  a  part 
pf  his  property. 

o  4'  old 
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old  fl:anip>  who  had  aa  aotipa&y  to  the  new 
dtff  the  building  whereof  had  beeji  very  bur- 
dcnfoDie  to  them,  and  by  its  becomiog  the 
reiiflcace  had  detra&ed  much  £rom  Mofco. 

Pbtir  was  much  beloved  by  the  nation  in 
ge&er^ ;  and  at  firft  be  greatly  raifisd  their  ex- 
pedations«  His  capacities  were  indeed  far  above 
the  ordinary  kvel ;  Catharine  L  had  taken  as 
much  care  of  his  education  as  if  he  had  beai 
her  fqa ;  and  Oftermann  drew  up  a  plan  for  the 
c<^ud  of  it*,  which,  as  is  the  cafe  with  all 

*  It  wiU  be  wortli  while  to  infert  here  fome  particulars 
of  this  plan.  Oftennann  made  it  a  main  conceniy  and  to  be 
kept  conftantly  in  vxew»  that  it,  was  a  reigning  fo^ereign  to 
be  inftruAed.  National  hiftoricey  poHdcSi  legtOatioa,  func- 
tions of  the  magiftrste,  the  ligbts  of  nations  in  war  and 
peace*  as  well  as  the  military  art  itfelf,  were  the  main  ob*- 
jeds  of  this  inilru£tion  ;  together  with  whichy  mathematicSi 
natural  knowledge^  Sec.  were  to  be  taught:  the  leflbns 
were  to  be  rather  in  the  dida^ic  method,  that  the  emperor 
ftight  be  fparcd  much  reading  and  writing.  —  For  the 
religious  part  of  his  education  Theophanes  kid  down  the 
plan  ;  and  it  is  indeed  more  excellent  than  could  have  been 
expe6ked  of  thofe  times.  «*  Let  the  being  of  God,*'  he 
fays,  <*  be  proved  to  the  emperor  from  the  exiftence  of  the 
creatures,  the  foul^  the  confcience;  and  the  necefiity  of  a 
life  after  death  from  the  divine  juflicc,  as  the  fortunes  of 
men  in  this  world  cannot  always  be  made  fuitable  to  their 
a6b'on8.  Let  at  leaft  as  much  attention  be  paid  to,  the 
duties  of  Hfe  Ks  to  the  dogmas  of  faith.'* 

plans 
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plans  and  projects  of  this  nature,  if  in  many 
refpeds  it  had  been  but  half  executed,  Peter 
mufl:  have  been  modelled  into  one  of  the  moft 
adive,   enlightened,   and  bed:   ioYerdgns  that 
erer  added  luftre  to  a  diadem.    It  muft  be 
freely  confefled,  however,  that  it  was  liot  th^ 
intention  of  thofe  who  wanted  to  have  a  hand 
in  the  bufmefs,  efpecially  the  Dolgorukies,  to 
make  of  him  a  fovereign  who  faw  with  his 
own  eyes  and  was  guided  by  his  own  fentiments. 
Their  aim  was  to  draw  off  tj^e  young  monarch 
from  the  fexious  affairs  of  his  ftadon ;  and  they 
fucceeded  in  their  endeavours^  by  infpiring  him 
with  an  immoderate  paffion  for  the  fports  of  the 
field.    Peter  frequently  fuffered  many  days  to 
pafs  fucceflively    without    ever  being  feen  in 
Mofco,  but  was  continually  at  one  or  the  other 
of  his  hunting-feats ;  and  his  eagemefs^  for  this 
paftime  was  increafing  from  day  to  day.    It  is 
eafily  conceivable  that  this  frequent  and  violent 
exerdle  was  not  propitious  to  the   health  of 
the  young  en^ieror,  his  bodily  ftrength  not  being 
yet  arrived  at  maturity,  that  it  weakened  him 
too  much,  and  was  the  caufe  that  the  difeafe 
by  which  he  was  attacked  brought  on  the  diffo- 
lution  of  his  frame  *.    Peter  II.  departed  this 

life 

*  Oftermanai  with  tears  in  his  ej^s,  obferved  once  to 
Munich:  **  The  courfe  they  purfue  ^ith  the  emperor 

•*  might 
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life  in  the  night  between  the  29th  and  30th  of 
January  1730,  at  Mofco,  of  the  fmall-pox,  in  the 
arms  of  Oiler mann.  With  him  was  extinft  the 
male  race  of  the  family  Romanof,  with  him  the 
fidreft  hope  of  the  nation,  the  hope  of  hereafter 
being  governed  by  a  vnk  and  benign  fovereign*, 
for  which  in  reality  he  difcovered  particular  dif- 
pofitions,  funk  into  the  grave.  —  All  Ruflia 
fince  has  termed  his  reign  its  happieft  period  for 
a  hundred  years.  No  war  with  any  neighbour- 
ing country,  during  his  reign,  wafted  its  men 
and  money.  Every  one  might  quietly  and 
fecurely  enjoy  what  belonged  to  him.  Mofco 
particularly  had  great  expeftations  from  this 
reign,   as  Peter  feemed  fo  much   difpofed  to 

**  might  tempt  one  to  tlutik  they  intended  to  kill  him.'* 
A  ukafe  that  appeared  in'  1739  in  cxprefs  terms  charges  the 
Dolgorukies  with  having  imdermined  the  young  emperor'a 
conttitution  by  the  fatigues  of  hunting. 

*  The  day  after  his  acceflion  to  the  throne  he  wrote  to 
his  fifter :  "  It  having  plcafed  God  to  call  me  in  my  tender 
**  youth  to  be  emperor  of  all  RufHa,  m^  principal  care  fliall 
O  be  to, acquire  the  reputation  of  a  good  fovereign,  by 
**  governing  my  people  in  rightcoufncfs  and  in  the  fcjir  of 
•*  God,  by  hearkening  to  the  complaints  of  the  ppor  ai^d 
*«  innocent  under  opprcflion  that  fly  to  me  for  refuge,  by 
•*  granting  them  relief;  and,  after  the  laudable  example 
•*  of  Vcfpafian,  letting  no  ,man  go  forrowful  from  me.*' 
What  a  happinefs  for  Ruflia,  if  this  emperor,  always  think, 
ing  and  adliiig.  in  this  manner,  had  attained  to  an  extreme 
old  age ! 

make 
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make  •  this  refidence  of  thie  ancient  tzars  the 
place  of  his  abode.     But  whether  his  prediledion 
for  Mofco  and  his  indifference  to  Peterfburg 
might  not  perhaps  have  occaiioned  under  his 
'government   iefs  attention    to  have  been  had 
to  the  fleet  and   maritime  affairs  with  which 
Peterfburg  was  fo  clofely  conneded,  and  whether 
the  national  confequence   which    Rufiia  npw 
maintained  among  the  dates  of  Europe  migjit 
not   thus   have  been  loil,    was  much   to   be 
dreaded,  Jince  both  the  army  and  navy  are  faid 
to  have  been  fenfibly  affeded  by  the  emperor's 
.  abfence.     It  was  likewife  eafy  to  forefee  that 
the  influence  and    importance   of    foreigners, 
which  had  rifen  very  high,  in  Ruflia  from  the 
time  of  Peter  the  Great,  would  have  greatly 
diminiflied  under  Peter  IL     Peter  himfelf  was 
indeed  by  no  means  indifpofed  towards  foreign* 
ers  J  he  promifed  feveral  advantages  to  fuch  as 
were  willing  to  come  to  Ruifia ;  but  the  native 
Ruilians,  |n  conjunflion  with  the  Dolgorukies, 
would,  by  infenfible  degrees,  have  wrought  an 
alteration  in  his  mind,  and  have  infpired  him 
^th  a  ftronger  partiality  for  the  ruffian  nation, 
and  for  ruflian  manners :  for  the  great  of  th^ 
old  ruflian  families  always  regarded  with  jea- 
loufy  the  authority  which  fome  of  the  foreign- 
ers had  acquired  in  the  country. 

13  The 
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The  Doigoruki  family  would  undoubtedly 
haYe  entirely  guided  the  helm  of  (late,  if  they 
had  once  fully  effefled  the  projeded  union  with 
the  reigning  prince  by  the  marriage  of  Catharine 
with  Peter.  But  their  hopes  and  fcheikies  were 
prefently  defeated  by  the  premature  death  of 
the  monarch.  Indeed,  after  that  event  the 
young  Doigoruki  made  one  more  attempt  to 
enfure  to  himfelf  and  his  family  the  influence  on 
the  affairs  of  the  empire.  He  had  forged  a 
teftament,  which  he  pretended  to  be  the  laft 
will  of  Peter  IL,  in  which  the  Catharine  Dol- 
goruka,  betrothed  to  Peter,  was  declared  fuc- 
ceffor.  With  his  fword  drawn  lie  left  the  im- 
perial chamber,  proceeded  to  the  hall,  where 
the  great  men  were  aflembled,  and  exclaimed : 
Long  live  the  emprefs  Dolgoruka  —  but,  find- 
ing that  no  one'  joined  him,  he  (heathed  his 
fword,  and  —  concealed  the  teftament.  Even 
his  father,  on  feeing  that  Ivan  had  fetched  a 
party  of  the  guards  to  him,  in  the  hope  of  ef- 
feftuating  his  defign,  called  it  a  foolifh  trick, 
and  fent  him  home. 

This  teftament,  therefore,  being  declared  in- 
valid, the  fucceffion  to  the  throne  was* to  be 
decided  by  that  ftill  extant  of  CaUiarine  I.  and 
not  annulled  by  Peter  II.  In  this  it  was  or- 
dained that,  in  cafe  Peter  fliould.  die   without 

heirs. 
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hdrs, .  Anne  Duchefs  of  Holftein,  and  her  pof« 
terity;  on  failure  of  tbem  the  princefs  Eliza- 
beth *  and  her  pofterity  fhould  fucceed.  Anne, 
indeed,  had  been  dead  ever  fince  1728,  but  had 
left  behind  her  a  prince.  He  therefore  would 
be  now,  according  to  the  purport  of  that  will, 
the  legitimate  heir.  But  the  duke  of  Holftein 
and  his  confort  had  fhortly  after  Catharine's 
death  thought  fit  to  take  their  leave  of  Ruffia, 
where  Mentchikof  rendered  ^  their  abode  ex- 
tremely kkfome,  and  return  to  their  pofleflions 
of  Holftein-Gottorp  in  Germany ;  and  the  coun- 
cil, which  on  Peter  the  fecond's  death  directed 
the  fuccellion  and  was  averfe*  to  foreigners, 
would  have  paid  no  regard  to  the  young  prince 
of  Holftem,  even  if.  his  father  had  ()een  ftill  in 
Ruffia,  much  lefs  was  any  notice  taken  of  him 
now  that  he  lived  in  Germany  t*  —  Next  to 

.Adme 

^  *  Second  daughter  of  Peter  I.  and  Catharine.  The 
ddeft  was  married  to  the  duke  of  Mecklenburg.  JVnna 
Ivanotna  was  a  widow  without  children.  Oftermann  was 
the  means  of  bringing  about  her  eleftlon ;  becaufe^  as  he  had 
formerly  taught  her  to  read,  he  was  in  hopes  of  having 
coniiderable  influence  with  her. 

f  Indeed  he  was  only  mentioned  for  the  lake  gf  calling 
to  mind  that  both  he  and  the  princefs  Elizabeth  were  the 
oftpring  of  a  double  adultery,  and  therefore  both  of  them 
ought  for  ever  to  be  excluded  from  the  throne.    It  was  ob- 

fe 
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Anne  and  her  pofterity,  by  Catharine's  laft  wfil^ 
the  princefs  Elizabeth  was  to  fucceed :  but  that 
princefs  remained  entirely  inadive  on  the  va- 
cancy of  the  *  throne,  though  her  phyfician 
Leftocq  look  all  pofTible  pains  to  perfuade  her 
to  put  in  her  claim  to  the  fucceiSon.  It  had 
hitherto  been  her  fole  defire  to  live  at  her  eafe, 
exempt  from  all  concern  in  the  affairs  of  govern- 
ment, and  pnly  to  purfue  her  pleafiires. 

The  council,  the  fenate,  the  general  officers, 
and  other  perfons  of  diftindUon  had  adembled 
immediately  on  the  demife  of  the  emperor,  in 
order  to  confult  on  the  proper  meafures  to  be 
taken  in  regard  to  the  fucceflion.  On  this  oc- 
cafion  no  notice  at  all  was  taken. of  Catharine's 
teftament.  The  council  proceeded  to  appoint 
"an  ele^ion.  The  male  line  of  the  'Romanofs 
,Owas  extinft  in  the  perfon  of  Peter  11. ;  yet,  be- 
fides  Elizabeth,  Peter  the  firft's  daughter,  three 
daughters  of  tzar  Ivan,  fteprbrother  and  part- 
ner in  the  government  with  iPeter  I.  were  dill 
alive.  The  eldeft  lived  at  Peterfburg  in  a  ftate 
of  reparation  from  her  troublefome  hufband, 
the  duke  of  Mecklenburg;   the  fecond,  who 


icnred  tKat  when  Peter  I,  xnarricd  Catharine,  the  firft  huf- 
band of  that  princefs  and  the  emprcfs  Evdokhia  Lapukhia 
were  ftiU  living. 

had 
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had  been  married  to  the  duke  of  Courland, 
lived  as  a  widow,  from  1711,  in  Mittau;  the 
third  was  at  Peterfburg,  ftill  unmarried.  Of 
thefe  three  pfinceffes  the  councir  was  to  eled 
one  *.  The  eldeft  filler  was  not  agreeable  to 
them  on  account  of  her  having  a  foreign  and 
turbulent  prince  to  her  hufband ;  and  therefore 
the  fecond,  Anna  Ivanovna,  dowager  duchefs 
of  Courland,  was  nominated  emprefs  of  Rui£a« 
In  the  meantime,  though  the  hopes  of  the 
Dolgorukies  of  getting^  the  government  into 
their  hands  under  Peter  had  proved  abortive, 
they  neverthelefs  continued  to  form  a  powerful 
party  in  the  council  and  in  the  fenate,  as  the 
chief  counfellors  of  the  empire,  and  were  there- 
fore driving  to  procure  themfelves  an  influence 
during  the  future  reign*  As  now  not  only  they 
but  feveral  other  of  the  great  nobles  viewed  with 
jealoufy  the  refpeft  in  which  foreigners  were 
held;  and  apprehending,  moreover,  that  they 
might  retain  their  confequence  likewife  in  Anna'g 

•  Peter's  firft  wife,  Evdokhia,  who  had  been  banifhedby 
her  hufband  to  a  cloifter,  out  of  which  (he  was  liberated  by 
"Peter  XL  her  grandfoo,  fccmed  to  have  a  right  to  the 
throne.  But  (he  difcovered  not  the  fmalleft  inch'nation  to 
make  it  appeu*.  The  conventual  life  and  her  misfortunes 
had  given  a  turn  to  her  mind  that  rendered  her  altogether 
unfit  for  fwaying  a  fccptrc. 

reign. 
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reign,  a  plan  was  formed  to  tie  up  the  hands  of 
the  future  fovereign :  by  a  capitulation,  that  all 
things  now  might  proceed  according  to  the  in« 
clination  of  the  council,  and  the  fovereign  be  is 
a  maimer  merely  the  executrix  of  its  refolutions^ 
the  fitting  was  clofed.  **  The  general  welfare," 
faid  Galitzin  in  a  fpeech  delivered  on  the  occafion 
to  the  aflembly,  ^  requires  that  the  fwprme  au^ 
tbority^  and  the  unlimited  power  of  the  fove* 
reign,  by  which  RufCa  has  hitbertb  fuffered 
^^  fo  much,  and  which  is  fupported  by  the  £> 
reigners  that  are  brought  in,  fhould  be  cir^ 
cumfcribed^  and  that  the  crown  fhould  be 
conferred  upon  the  new  fovereign  Anna  only 
"  under  certain  conditions.** 

His  propofal  was  received  with  approbation  ; 
and  the,  following  conditions  were  agreed  to : 
"  The  high  privy  council  continues,  and  the 
*^  new  emprefs  governs  folely  by  its  refolves  ; 
^  (he  cannot  of  her  own  motion  either  wage 
war  or  make  peace ;  cannot  of  herfelf  lay  any 
new  tax  oh  the  people ;  cannot  alone  difpofe 
of  any  important  office ;  cannot  inflid  capital 
*^  puniihment  •  on  any  nobleman  or  C9nfifcafe 
^  his  eftates,  unleft  be  be  convided  of  the 
crime  laid  to  his  charge ;  cannot  arbitrarily 
give  away  and  alienate  any  lands  pertaining 
*^  to  the  crown;  cannot  marry  or  nominate  an 

«*  heir. 
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**  h€ir,  without  firft  obfaining  the  confent  of  the 
**  council.*'  —  To  thefe  this  fingular  article  was 
addedj  that  Anne  (hould  bring  her  favourife, 
the  chamberlain  von  Biren,  with  her  into  Ruffia: 
By  this  means,  therefore,  a  great  revolution 
in  the  form  of  government  in  Ruffia  was  in- 
tended. The  authority  of  the  ruffian  fovereigns 
hitherto  perfectly  abfolute  was  to  be  exceedingly 
diminiflied  and  confined.  Ruffia's  ruler,  fo  far 
from  being  famoderjets  or  autocrator,  was  now 
to  be  reduced  to  d  fimple  executor  of  the  refolu- 
tions  of  the  council,  and  Ruffia's  mpnarchy 
converted  into  an  ariftocracv. 

J  4 

An  enibafly  compofed  of  three  members  of 
the  council  *  was  difpatched  to  Mittau  to  inform 
the  duchefs  of  her  eleftion,  and  at  the  fame 
time  of  the  capitulation  annexed.  Anne  ^ould 
probably  have  hefitated  at  fubfcribing  to  the  capi- 
tulation, and  would  perhaps  have  abfolutely  re* 
fufed  to  accept  the  crown  upon  fuch  terms,  had 

*  Of  whom  one  was  prince  VafTilIy  Lukovitch  Dolgoruky, 
who  had  been  the  fucccG>fiil  lover  of  Anna  Ivanovna,  and 
was  doubtkfs  in  hopes  of  becoming  fo  again.  —  On  enter* 
ing  the  apartment  of  Anna  Ivanovna,  Dolgoruky  found 
with  her  a  man  rather  meanly  dreffcd,  to  whom  he  made 
a'fign  to  retire.  As  the  man  did  not  ftir,  Dolgoruky  to6k 
him  by  the  arm  to  enforce  liis  hint.  Anne  flopped  him. 
This  man  was  Erneil  John  Blrcn,  and  thus  it  was  that 
the  ruin  of  the  Dolgoruky  f^jnily  was  occaiioned* 

VOL.  II.  F  fhc 
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fhe  not  been  already  made  acquainted  whh 
them  from  the  acfrount  fent  her  by  lieutenant- 
general  Tagujiniky.  In  this  meifage  he  at  the 
fame  time  advifed  her  to  fign  the  capitulation 
for  the  prefent,  and  when  ibe  fhould  once  be 
empfefs  to  revoke  what  (he  bad  done,  and  that 
he  would  from,  that  moment  take  meafures  ac- 
cordingly. Tranquilized  by  this  letter,  Anne 
put  her  fignature  to  the  inftrument,  and  was 
declared. emprefSk  In  the  mean  time  the  rumour 
ii)r^ad  concerning  a  capitulation  propofed  to  the 
emprefs,  excited  no  fmall  fenfation  in  the  public 
mind,  which  the  oppofite  party  exerted  them- 
felves  to  increafe  and  to  employ  to  their  pur- 
pofe.  It  was  reported  that  the  Dolgorukics 
wifhed  to  confirm,  by  this  capitulation^  the  influ- 
ence they  had  acquired  under  Peter  II.  to  the 
detriment  of  the  nation.  The  other  noble 
families,  who  had  no  relation  in  the  council, 
were  naturally  afraid  that  the  government  would 
now  pafs  into  the  hands  of  fome  families  who 
would  only  take  care  to  provide  for  their  rela- 
tions, whereas  'it  might  reafonably  be  expefted 
that  an  unlimited  monarch  would  look  chiefly 
to  merit  in  his  promotions,  as  Peter  had  all 
along  done.  This  argument  operated  particu- 
larly on  the  guards,  among  whom  were  feveral 
of  the  country  nobles.    The  nation  in  general,. 

hitherto 
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hitherto  accuftomed  to  be  ruled  by  an  abfolute 
fovereign,  foon  made  it  plainly  underftood,  that 
t^ey  had  rather  obey  one  emperor  than  eight 
mafters.  At  length  a  petition  was  prefented  to 
the  emprefs,  figned  by  feveral  hundred  noble* 
men,  in  which  ihe  was  prayed  to  accept  of  the 
government  in  fuch  manner  as  her  predeceiTors 
on  the  ruflian  throne  had  always  poiTeiTed  it,  to 
unite  the  council  with  the  fenate,  by  being  abfolute 
and  unlimited  ruler.  Anne  was  never  fo  much 
inclined  to  acquiefce  to  any  petition  as  to  this, 
which,  in  fuch  complete  conformity  with  her 
wiihes,  promifed  to  free  her  from  the  controul 
of  the  council.  She  therefore  ordered  the  coun* 
cii  to  be  convened;  and,  in  the  prefence  of 
thofe  who  had  prefehted  the  petition,  audibly 
and  deliberately  read  the  capitulation,  afldng  at 
iivery  feparate  article:  Is  this  the  will  of  the 
nation  ?  -—  No,  was  unanimouily  anfwejred  |by 
all  who  were  not  members  of  the  council.  Upon 
which  Anne  tore  the  afl  of  capitulation  to  pieces 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  affembly,  faying: 
«'  Then  there  is  no  farther  need  of  this  paper.*^ 
A  manifefto  was  immediately  publifhed,  de** 
chuing,  that  the  empfefs  afcended  the  throne 
of  her  anceftors,  not  by  ehSion  but  in  virtue  of 
her  hereditary  right.  It  had  formerly  been  the 
praldice  to  pf omife  in  the  oatli  of  fealty  to  be 

T  %  true 
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true  to  the  emprefs  and  the  country ;  in  the  new 
oath  *  now  framed,  and  required  to  be  taken 
by  the  fubjefls,  not  a  word  was  faid  of  the 
country,  but  allegiance  was  fworn  to  Anne  as 
unlimited fovereign^  with  fuH  mainteaance  of  all 
the  rights  appertaining  to  fovereignty  that  were 
already  introduced  or  Jhould  be  introduced  j» 
future. 

Thus  Anne  in  a  fliort  time  freed  herfelf  from 
the  tres  m  which  (he  was  intended  to  be  bound  f. 

Biren 

♦  "  On  out  arrival  in  Mofco,*'  it  13  (aid  in  the  preamble 
to  the  form  of  the  fecond  oath  of  allegiance,  ^*  though  all  • 
**■  our  fubjefts  took, the  oath  of  fidelity  to  us  and  the  cm- 
*^  pire,  yet,  as  afterwards  thefe  fame  faithful  fubjc^s  all 
^*  unanimouflybefought  us  to  take  upon  ub  the  fovereignty 
*^  in  our  empire  as  our  forefathers  from  time  immemorial 
*<  had  done,  we,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  this  humble 
"  and  Toyal  rcqucft,  have  ordered  a  new  form  of  oath  to 
"  he  prepared  and  printed,  by  which  all  our  fubjeds  arc  to 
•*  fwear  fealty  to  us  as  their  fovcreign  lady,  and  thereupon 
"  to  kifs  the  crofs." 

'  .f  Qftermann  had  the  greateii  iharr  in  annulling  the 
capitulation.  Under  the  pretext  of  indifpofition  he  ne- 
gleded  to  attend  the  council  affemblcd  on  Peter's  death, 
refufed  his  affent  to  tlie  capitulation,  complimenting  at  the 
fame  time  the  great  men,  by  telling  thent  that  they  bcjt 
knew  what  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  while  he 
was  exerting  every  effort  to  counteradl  the  council,  aad 
thus  acquired  the  favour  of  Anne  to  a  fuperlative  degree. 
—  It  proved,  likewiTe,  of  great  affiflance  to  Anne,  th^t 
*  '  •*  the 
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Biren  came  to  the  ruffian  court,  and  took  poC- 
feflion  of  the  place  near  her  whict^  Mentchjkof 
had  filled  near  Catharine. 

The  newly  erefted  council,  diftinft  from  the 
fenate,  was  now  aboli&ed,  and  again  a  direding 
fenate  appoihted,  as  under  Peter  the  Great.  Anne, 
however,  afterwards  eftabliftied  a  cabinet  to  fu- 
perintend  the  affairs  of  greateft  importance,  con- 
fiding of  no  more  than  three  perfons,  and  iri 
which  Oftermann's  voice  was  of  peculiar  weight. 
The  fenate  had  now  only  to  decide  upon  left 
important  matters,  and  had  in  fadl  very  little 
to  do. 

The  eleftion  of  a  king  of  Poland,  a  treaty  to 
t>e  concluded  with  Perfia,  and  a  war  with  the 
Turks,  were  the  affairs  that  occupied  Anne  in 
the  firft  years  of  her  reign. 

Peter  I.  had  fupported  the  eledion  of  Au- 
gullus  IK  to  the  crown  of  Poland ;  and  the 
Poles  .experienced  already  under  Anne,  that 
their yr^^  choice  might  henceforth  be  very  much 
limited  fay  the  neighbouring  courts,  pprdcularly 
by  that  of  Ruffia.  Though  the  french  miniilry 
[1733]  made  great  exertions  to  reinftate  on  the 

■  \ 

the  clergy  were  not  drawn  in  to  approve  of  the  projeA  of 
the  capitulation ;  and,  as  their  opinion  had  not  been  con** 
fulted,  they  declined  to  fupport  it. 

p  3  polifli 
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polifh  thrpne  Staniilaus  Lefchinfky  father-in^ 
law  tp  Louis  XV.  and  though  Staniflaus  alfo 
found  a  great  number  of  friendd  and  fupportera 
of  his  eledion  in  Poland,  yet  Ruffia  and  Auflria 
fa  powerfully  aflifted  the  caufe  of  the  other  can«^ 
didate,  Auguftus  eleftor  of  Saxony  *,  that  ho 
at  laft  got  the  better  of  his  riv^l,  and  became 
king  of  Poland,  under  the  name  of  Auguftus  III. 
The  partizans  of  king  Staniflaus,  who  had  re- 
treated with  him  to  Dantzik,  were  obliged  to 
fubmit.  to  the  Ruflians ;  Staniflaus  himfelf  was 
reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  faving  himfelf  by 
flight,  and  Rufllia  took  a  decided  fuperiority  in 
cbndu£Ung  the  eledion  of  Auguftus.  France, 
who  faw  with  great  difpleafure  a  power  arifing 
in  the  north  of  Europe  that  in  time  might 
render  doubtful  the  confequence  fhe  had  hitherto 
maintained  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe ;  France, 
wjiofe  plan  to  give  Poland  a  king  devoted  to  her 
interefts  was  now  entirely  defeated,  fought  to 
ftir  up  a  dangerous  neighbour  to  Ruflia  in 
Sweden,  and  that  the  influence  of  France  wa^ 
great  at  Stockholm .  has  frequently  iince  been 
feen« 

•  In  this  view  Anne  fcnt  tY-oops  to  the  R^ine  againft 
France  —  but  before  they  could  difplay  their  courage 
there  9  peace  jrz^  piade* 

Peter 
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Peter  the.  Great,  as  we  have  already  obferved, 
had,  extended  the  confines  of  his  empire  on  the 
fide  of  Perfia,  But  it  was  very  foon  found 
that  this  enlargement  of  the  borders  was  no  fub- 
ftantial  acquifition  to  the  country.  In  the  firft. 
place,  in  order  to  preferve  them,  it  was  in- 
volved in  an  expenfive  and  tedious  war,  and 
thefe  fcenes  of  devaftation  muft  probably  be 
often  renewed ;  fecondly,  the  newly  acquired 
provinces,  even  in  peace,  required  a  very  con* 
fiderable  garrifon ;  and,  as  the  climate  of  thofe 
parts  did  not  agree  with  the  Ruffians,  a  multi- 
tude of  foldiers  were  conftantly  falling  vidimB 
to  difeafe  *•  Anne  therefore  opened  a  negotia- 
tion with  the  {hah  of  Perfia,  promifing  to  re« 
ilore  to  him  the  conquered  countries^  if  in 
return  he  would  accord  to  her  fubjefls  fome  ad# 
vantages  to  their  commerce.  They  at  length 
came  to  terms;  and  Ruflia  O735]]  made  a 
formal  furrender  of  all  her  perfian  pofTeifions, 
for  which  the  ruffian  merchants  obtained  mer^ 
cantile  privileges  to  a  confiderable  extent  in  the 
territories  belonging  to  Perfia.  —  On  this 
occafion  the  emprefs  alfo  concluded  a  defen* 
-TiVe    treaty  with  the  ibah  againft  the  Turks^ 

*  It  18  comptited  tliat,  from  the  fiiHfl  uking  poflci&on 
^f  thefe  perfian  provinces^  in  17241  no  Iris  than  15O9OOO 
men  had  perUhed  therr. 

p  4  with 
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with  whom^Ruflia  was  defirous  of  forming  ai| 
alliance. 

•  The  peace  which  Peter,  when  furrounded  by 
the  Turks,  had  been  obliged  to  fign  on  the 
borders  of  the  Pruth,  the  evacuation  of  Azof,  the 
demolition  of  the  fortifications  at  Taganrok,  by  ^ 
which  Ruffia  was  excluded  from  all  the  benents 
of  trade  on  the  Euxine,  the  refufal  of  the  portc 
to  grant  the  imperial  title  to  the  n^onarch  of 
Ruffia,  the  incurfions  of  the  krimean  and  other 
Tartars,  acknowledging  the  turkifli  fupremacy, 
into  the  ruffian  dominions,  in  which  they  ravaged 
large  dillrifts,  and  carried  away  many  captives  into 
bondage :  all  thefe  circumftances  together  had 
already  occafioned  Peter  to  meditate  a  new  war 
with  the  porte.  In  profecution  of  this  defign, 
be  ftrongly  fortified  the  principal  places  of  his 
empire  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Turkey,  fur- 
niflied  them  with  provifion  and  military  ftores, 
and  thus  completely  armed  for  war.  But  he 
died  oh  the*  eve  of  it ;  and  under  Catharine  I. 
and  Peterll.  the  execution  of  the  plan  was  no 
fiirther  attempted.  Anne,  however,  revived  the 
idea  ;  erttcrtaining  the  greater  hopes  of  focceed- 
Jng  in  this  enterprize,  as  fhe  now  could  rely  on 
30,000  auxiliaries  from  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, and  had^  befides,  drawn  the  Turks,  now 
|kt  peace  with  Ruffia,  into  a  war  againfl  Perfia, 

and 
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and  therefore  already  employed  them  on  that 
fide. 

The  Tartars,  under  the  proteSion  and  fupre* 
xhacy  of  the  porte,  had  recently  again  given  occa« 
fion  'for  fre(h  complaints  on  the  part  of  Ruffia, 
by  their  predatpry  inroads  upon  the  ruffian  ter« 
ritory,  in  which  they  carried  off  men  and  cattk. . 
The  porte  replied  with  the  ordinary  excufes, 
that  it  was  utterly  impoffible  to  keep  a  reftraint 
6n  thefe  Tartars :  an  excufe  which,  indeed,  could 
only  be  offered  by  the  turkifh  government ;  and 
Ruilia,  therefore,  thought  herfelf  juftified  in 
chaftifing  herfelf  this  breach  of  good  neighbour* 
hood.  In  1735  a  ruffian  corps  marched  into 
the  Krim,  and  ravaging  a  part  of  the  country, 
killed  a  good  number  of  Tartars ;  but,  having 
ventured  too  far  without  a  fufficient  ftock  of  pro- 
viHons,  were  obliged  to  retreat,  and  fuftainedr  fo 
great  a  lofs  in  men,  that  what  they  had  accom- 
pliflied  bore  no  proportion  to  this  misfortune.   , 

However,  the  almoft  total  failure  of  this  firfl 
attempt,  which  had  coft  the  RuiSans  ten  thoufand 
men,  by  no  means  deterred  that  court  from  ad- 
hering to  the  plan  of  fubduing  the  Turks  and 
Tartars.  Count  Munich,  afterwards  fo  famous 
in  the  modern  hiftory  of  Ruffia,  was  appointed 
to  affert  the  honour  of  the  ruflian  arms  againfti 
the  Turks,  who,  fmce  the  peace  of  thePruth, 

had 
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had, no  very  favourable  opinioAof  rufiian  valour^ 
ajid  to  chaftife  the  Tartars.  After  he  had  cou* 
quered  Dant2;ik^  in  quality  of  field.marfhal,  and 
thereby  fecured.  the  crown  to  Auguitus  IIL  he 
was  fent  into  th«  Ukraine  with  the  commifliqn  to 
tskkc  meafures  for  chaftiiing  the  piratical  Tartars 
for  their  ravages  committed  on  the  ruilian  ter« 
ritoiy.  From  the  Ukraine  he  proceeded  []  1 7363 
uuo  the  peninfula  of  the  Krimea.  The  Tartars, 
left  fitted  for  fighting  in  the  open  field  than  for 
predatory  excuriions  and  fudden  attacks,  fuffered 
the  ruffian  troops  to  advance  unmolefted,  think* 
iag  tfaemfelves  fafe  behind  their  entrenchments, 
denominated  the  lines  of  the  Krim  *,  from  any 

*  Tkefe  lines  extend  about  fix  engUfh  miles  in  length 
from  the  fea  of  Azof  to  the  Euxine,  and  are  intended  to 
proteft  the  Krim  from  any  attack  on  the  hnd-fiJ^/  There 
»  but  6ne  paflage  through  them,  and  that  is  the  road  from 
Perekopi  which  city  and  forcrefs  He  within  the  line.  Along 
the  line  are  towers  furnifhed  with  cannon*  The  ditcli  is  of 
confiderable  depth,  the  height  of  the  ramparts  from  the 
bottom  of  the  ditch  to  the  top  of  the  breaftwork  is  70  f^et, 
and  the  breaftwork  is  of  proportionable  folidity.  The 
Tartars  held  thefe  ramparts,  in  the  conftrudion  of  which 
fome  thottfand  men  were  employed  for  feveral  years,  to  be 
impregnable.  Pcttr  had  already  intended  to  crcft  a  fimilar 
iina  of  forts  in  the  Ukraine,  againft  the  frequent  attacks  of 
the  ^Tartars ;  but  the  dcfign  was  not  complied  till  1732. 
It  terminates  on  one  end  at  the  Dniepr,  and  on  the  othtr 
at  the  Dooeu. 

attack 
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Attack  of  the  Ruffians.    But  entrenchments  o£ 

that  kind  were  unable  to  reflft  the  impetuofity 

of  ruffian  troops.     They  were  furmounted ;  the 

*  Tartars  rcpqlTed ;  and  a  great  part  of  the  Krimea 

lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  conquerors.     In  the 

month  of  June  they  entered  the  krtmean  fortreft 

of  Perefcop.     That  the  ruffian  troops  now  repaf^ 

the  devaftations  committed  by  the  Tartars  in 

the  empire,  by  defolating  and  carrying  off  what- 

erer  fell  under  their  power,  needs  no  particular 

mention.     It  was  not,  therefore,  furprifing  that 

they  found  it  impoffible  to  remain  in  a  country 

where  thofe  that  fled   endeavoured  to   fpread 

defoiation  as  they  went,  for  the  fake  of  difabling 

their  purfuers  to  overtake  them ;  and  where  it 

is  ufual  for  the  conqueror  himfelf,  to  make  the 

vdhch  of  his  warfare  to  confift  in  plundering, 

deraft^tion,  and  fpoil.     Accordingly,  whatever 

the  ahny  was  in  want  of,  muft  be  fetched  from 

the  Ukraine,  which  was  attended  with  extreme 

difficulty ;  for  which  reafon,  Munich  at  length 

found    himfelf   under    the    neceffity,    towards 

autumn,  of  withdrawing  with  his  troops  by  the 

ifliorteft  way  to  "the  Ukraine,   in  order  there, 

where  provifions  at  leaft  were  to  be  had,  to  go 

into  winter-quarters,  in  which,  however,  they 

were  very  frequently  infefted   by  the  Tartars. 

While  Munich  was  in  the  Krim,  endeavouring 

to 
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to  dxaHife  the  Tartars  for  their  ikpredatkmSy 
X^afcy  had  proceeded  with  another  army  againft 
Azof  for  fei^ng  the  prote£Mng  fpvereignty  of  the 
Tartars  from  the  paramount  Turks.  The  attack 
proved  futcefsful  j  and  on  the  firft  of  July  the 
^rt.of  Azof  had  already  fubmitted  to  hu  arms. 

The  grand  vizir  had  himfelf  courtcouffly 
treated  the  ^fHan  ambaiTador  recalled  from 
Conftantinople  by  his  court,  and  the  porte  in 
general  wifhed  to  be  able  to  avoid  a  war  with 
Rui&a  'y  as  Ruffia,  however,  would  not.  Uften  to 
any  accommodation,  the  Turks  began  to*  arm, 
recruited  the.  garrifons  in  the  feveral  forts, 
.caufed  a  fleet  to  be  equipped  in  the  Euxine,  and 
put  the  army  in  a  proper  condition.  The  port^ 
continued,  neverthelefs,  to  employ  every  meanSy 
even  by  having  recourfe  to  the '  mediation  of 
Auilria,  for-  preferving  peace  with  Ruflia ;  but 
;i8  fbe  could  not  be  brought  to  make  voluntary 
iacrifices,  the  mediation  of  Auftria  proved  of  no 
avail,  and  Ruflia  demanded  of  the  latter  30,000 
Bien,  as  auxiliaries  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  fub- 
fifting  between  the  two  powers.  Auilria,  how- 
ever, at  prcfent  thought  it  better  to  contend  with 
her  whole  force  againft  the  Ottomans,  than 
merely  to  fend  auxiliary  troops  to  the  Ruflians, 
and  thereby  ftrengthen  their  power.  She 
expeQed  in  the  former  cafe  that  it  would  be 

more 
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more  eafy  for  her  to  conquer  fometfaing  from  t 
tbe  Turks,  whereas  in  the  latter  it  feemed  only 
fumilhing  Ruflia  wkh  the  means  of  extending 
her  conquefts.    The  porte,  already  apptehenfive  • 
that  Auftiia  \^ould  fupply  its  inveterate  .enemy., 
with  auxiliaries^  was  now  thrown  into  confterna* 
taon  on  learning  that  the  former  power  intend^< 
to  become  a  principal  in  the  war,  by  which  ihe^ 
had  to  engage  with  another  adverfary,  whofe 
forces,  under  the  condud  of  prince  Eugene,: 
had  been  fo^  formidable  to  her  only  a  few  yeara 
before. 

^As,  however,  RufHa  and  Auftria  fpoke  in  a 
lofty  tone  to  the  porte,  the  latter  thought  it  wasr 
at  any  rate  better  to  flake  on  the  fortune  of  war 
what  her  enemies  wanted  her  to  furrender  to 
their  ambition,  than  voluntarily  make  fuch  facri-* 
fices  as  were  inconfiftent  with  her  honoiu:  and 
fafety;  and  as  Ruffia,  withal,  (hewed  fo  little 
difpofition  to  peace,  the  porte  began  to  arm  for 
a  campaign  [1737] ;  and  the  Ruilians  and 
Auftri^ns,  with  ^combined  forces,  threatened  to 
ihake  the  ottoman  empire. 

Th^  ruf&an  army,  having  now  fupplied  the 
lofs  it .  had  fuftained  in  the  former  campaign  by 
forty  thoufand  new  recruits,  undertook,  in  -the 
courfe  of  this  year,  the  conqueft  of  Otchakof, 
under  the  orders  of  count  Munich,^  while  the 

j  troops 
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tmopt  commanded  b]r  Lafcy  entiered  the  KxU 
meau  Otchakof  fubmttted,  in  which  a  ganifon 
was  placed  by  the  conqueror;  the  Erim  vtzs 
defolated ;  and  thi6  was  all  the  advantage  that 
accrued  from  the  campaign,  for  which  Ruffia 
facrificed  about  fifty  thoufand  of  her  veteran 
troops }  and  the  army  was  obliged  to  return  to 
take  up  its  winter-quarters  in  the  Ukraine- 
Wars  that  are  attended  with  no  alteration  in 
the  ftate  of  nations  fhould  occupy  but  a  fhort 
%»ce  in  hiftory.  The  Ruflians,  on  all  fides 
viftorious,  conquerors  of  Moldavia,  mafters  of 
Azof  on  the  Palus  Msotis,  and  of  Otchakof  on 
the  Ettxine,  were  glad  to  purchafe  peace  by  the 
iacrifice  of  their  conquefts. 

The  great  expedations  that  had  been  raifed 
from  the  united  efforts  of  two  fuch  empires  as 
Ruflia:  and  Auilria  were  entirely  difappointed* 
It  feems  to  be  ordained,  chat  the  ruffian  and 
aiiftrian  arms^  in  conjunflion  againft  one  common 
foe,  fliouid  perform  no  mighty  deeds.  This 
was  confirmed  in  the  turkifh  war  of  which  wc 
are  fpeaking ;  it  often  afterwards  proved  to  be 
the  cafe  in  the  feven  years'  war,  as  well  as  in 
that  which  Catharine  IL  aiid  Jofeph  II.  carried 
on  in  alliance  againft  the  porte*  It  mud  be 
owned,  however,  that  field-marflial  Munich's 
hatred  to  Auftria  contributed  in  no  imall  degree 

to 
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to  the  little  fuccefs  of  the  auftrian  arms  in  thi^ 
conflid,  which  hbdered  him  from  ading  on  die 
fame  plan  with  the  auftrian  generals*  Tndeed, 
excepting  in  the  capture  of-  Otchakof,  h^ 
remained  inadive  during  the  whole  campaigiu 
Thus  the  Turks  were  enabled  to  prefs  \ritb  their 
entire  force  upon  the  Audrians,  and  evei^  there  « 
to  break  their  ranks  with  the  greater  eafe,  as  the 
commanders  were  at  variance  among  themfelves^ 
and  jealous  of  each  other.  The  confequence  of 
all  this,  therefore,  was,  that  the  two  combined 
cpurts  prefented  mutual  complaints,  each  of 
the  generals  of  the  other,  and  particularly  from  0 
the  cabinet  of  Vienna  accufations  were  conftantl  j 
coming  forth  againft  Munich.  But  he  as  often 
eafily  juflified  himfelf  to  his  fovereign,  by  making 
it  appear  to  her,  that  if  the  campaign  had  not 
been  attended  with  any  brilliant  fuccefs,  ^the 
blame  was  due  to  the  auftrian  generals.  The 
Turks  took  advantage  of  this  difunion  between 
the  leaders  on  either  fide,  as  well  as  of  the  inac« 
tivity  thence  arifxng  of  the  hoftile  armies,  by 
gaining  various  advantages  over  the  Auftrians. 
The  turkiih  foldiery  afcribing  thefe,  which  in 
truth  had  their  fource  in  thofe  diffentions,  to 
their  own  bravery  alone,  were  therefore  rifing 
in  fpirits  from  day  to  day,  and  more  zealous 
and  aftive  far  the  continuation  of  the  war.    The 

porte 
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porte  recalled  the  ambaflador  whom  they  had 
{eat  to  .th^  coDgrefs  which  was  to  be  held  at 
Nemirof  in  Poland,  though   at  the  fame  tim^ 
givmg  to  underftahd^  that  they  n^ight  hearken  to 
'^terms  of  paicification  with  Ruflia,  if  (he  wouM 
agree,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  emperor, 
to  put  all  things  in  their  former  ftate,  by  eva- 
cuating Azof,,  and  Otchakof,  the  conquefts  (he 
bad  made.  As  Ruilia,  however,  was  not  inclined 
to  accede  to  either  the  one  or  the  other,  the  con- 
troverfy  was  again  left  to  the  decifion  of  arms* 
Munich,  in  the  enfuing  campaign  [1738]  was 
aifiduous  in  his  marches,  convinced  the  Turks 
of  the  fuperiority  of  the  ruffian  troops  over  ' 
theirs  ;  but  on  the  whole  effeded  little. 

General  Lafcy  had  again  undertaken  a  hoftile 
eicpedition  into  the  Krimea.  But  here,  likewife,  no 
real  advantage  was  gained ;  men  and  cattle  were 
harrafled  by  tedious  marches  in  a  ravaged,  defo- 
lated  country,  in  which  numbers  of  them  died  by 
fatigue;  the  people  were  even  frequently  in  danger 
of  perifhing  with  hunger ;  and,  after  committing 
horrible  depredations  and  havoc,  were  forced  to 
retreat.  The  ruffian  arms  did  not  feem  adually 
tending  to  fuccefs  till  the  following  campaign, 
t^ 739*3  Marfhal  Munich,  having  drawn  the 
whole  army  together  at  Kief,  crofTed  the  Bogue, 
completely  routed  the  Turks  in  ^  pitched  battle 

near 
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near  Stavudhan»  took  in  Auguft  the  fortrefs  of 
Kbotyim,  pafled  over  the  Pnitb,  made  himfelf 
matter  of  Yafly,  the  capital  of  Moldavia,  and 
had  the  iatia&&ion  of  compelling  the  whole  of 
that  territory  to  fubmit  to  the  emprefe  Anne. 
Leaving  Moldavia,  he  repafled  the  Pruth,  and 
m^e  preparations  for  the  capture  of  Bender ; 
but,  while  he  was  fending  difpatches  to  Peterf* 
burg,  with  accomits  of  one  vidory  after  another, 
azul  all  his  enterprifes  feemed  favoured  by  fortune, 
circumftances  had  fuddenly  changed.  Though 
Munich's  campaign  had  this  time  been  fo  bril- 
liant, and  the  injury  he  had  done  to  the  Turks  by  ^d 
the  conqueft  of  the  fertile  Moldavia,  fo  great,  that 
even  his  foldlers  thought  themfelves  fuiEciently 
paid  for  the  toils  of  the  campaign  by  {ullaging  the 
country,  yet  little  or  nothing  was  atchieved  by 
the  auftrian  allies.  Reciprocal  rivalfliips  among 
the  commanders,  and  envy  at  the  fuccefs  of  the 
ruffian  arms,  fruftrated  all  their  enterprifes.  In 
addition  to  this,  contagious  difeafes  broke  ou' 
in  the  auftrian  camp.  Moreover,  the  emperor 
Charles  VI.  lay  dahgeroufly  ill,  fo  that  his  re« 
covery  was  doubtful ;  and  his  daughter  Maria 
Therefa  wifhed  for  nothing  more  earneftly,  than 
to  fee  an  end  to  the  turkifli  war,  that  peace 
might  be  preferved  on  that  fide,  fince  it  was 
extremely  probable  that  (he  would  fhortly  have 
vdir.  II.  O.  fevcral 
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feveral  enemies,  to  encounter.  The  auftrian 
chieftains,  therefore,  made  overtures  of  peace  to 
the  Turks ;  and,  contrary  to  all  expedation, 
the  articles  agreed  on  between  the  porte  and 
Auftria  were  figned  at  Belgrade  on  the  firit  pf 
September  i739»  Every  thing  remained  oil 
the  former  footing ;  and  the  grand  expedations 
which  Auftria  had  entertained  from  this  war, 
were  rendered  entirely  abortive.  Inftead  of 
having  made  new  conquefts,  ihe  was  obliged  to 
reftore  Belgrade,  her  rampart  of  Hungary  againfl 
the  Turks,  together  with  almoft  all  the  con- 
quefts  of  the  former  war,  happily  terminated 
under  the  aufpices  of  prince  Eugene. 

With  this  partial  peace,  however,  the  cabinet 
of  Peterfburg  was  by  no  means  fatisfied ;  and 
though  Auftria  had  ftipulated  that  fhe  fhould  be 
allowed  to  give  to  Ruflia  the  30,000  auxiliary 
troops,  as  bound  by  treaty  to  do ;  though  at 
prefent  there  was  every  appearance  that  Ruffia 
might  be  vidorious ;  yet,  as  the  vizir  fhewed  a 
difpofition  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  even  with 
•Rufila,  compliance  was  not  refufed  on  the  part 
of  the  emprefs ;  and  thus,  fo  early  as  the  1 8th  of 
September,  a  peace  was  efiefted  between  the 
court  of  St.  Peterfburg  and  the  porte.  Ruffia 
had  facrificed  in  this  war  fo  great  a  number  of 
men,  and  been  forced  to  expend  fuch  vaft  fums 

in 
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in  the  profecution  of  it,  that  nothing  better  could 
be  done  than  to  confent  to  terms  of  accommo* 
dation,  efpecially  as  the  Turks  \vere  enabled  by 
the  treaty  with  Auftria  to  direct  the  whole  of 
their  force  agaihfl:  Ruffia.  The  conditions  of 
peace  were,  that  Azof  (hould  be  evacuated,  and, 
together  with  its  territory,  fhould  lie  wafte  and 
uncultivated,  as  a  boundary  between  the  two 
empires.  Neverthelefs,  it  fliould  be  lawful  for 
Ruflia  to  build  a  fortrefs  on  the  Don,  as  like- 
wife  for  the  port6  to  conftruft  another .  in  the 
Kuban.  The  greater  and  the  lefs  Kabardia 
were  likewife  to  remain  unoccupied,  as  a  fron- 
tier; both  governments  agreed,  however,  to 
take  a  certain  number  of  hoftages  from  the  in- 
habitant^ of  the  country,  for  their  greater  fecu- 
rity  thai  this  liberty  might  not  be  abufed.  The 
Ruffians  were  not  permitted  to  keep  a  fleet 
either  in  the  Palus  Mseotis  or  in  the  Euxine, 
And  ruffian  merchants  had  licence  only  to  carry 
on  commerce  in  turkifli  bottoms  in  the  latter. 
Not  only  the  Moldau,  but  likewife  all  the 
other  conquefts  that  had  been  made  by  the 
Ruitiahs,  were  reftored  to  the  Turks.  Such 
were  'then  the  unimportant  coniequences  of  this 
war,  which  had  coft  Ruffia  gveady  abo^  a 
himdred  thoufand  mm,  and  predigioua  fums 
of  money ;  fince  the  army  was  obliged  to  cs^ry 

0^2  with 
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wi\ki  it  all  the  proviHons  and  ammunition  neceC- 
fary  for  the  whole  campaign :  fo  that  at  ^the 
commencement  of  an  expedition,  about  a  hun- 
dred  thoufand  waggons  were  requiflte  foV  this 
conveyance,  as  a  fupply  mud  alfo  be  taken  of 
water  and  wood,  on  account  of  the  waterleis 
fteppes  through  which  they  muft  march.  In- 
deed the  Krim  was  laid  waft e  in  this  war;  but 
the  Tartars  were  not  quite  exterminated ;  the 
RuiBans  fuffered  much  from  their  attacks  while 
in  winter-quarters:  and,  even  after  the  peace, 
they  were  ftill  powerful  enough  to  infeft  the 
ruflian  borders*  On  the  other  hand,  the  Turks 
no  longer  poiTeflfed  the  fortifications  of  Azof, 
but  — -  neither  did  Ruflia  retain  them.  Some  few 
commercial  advantages  were  all  the  gain  that 
accrued  from  thefe  fucceffive  years  of  delblatipg 
and  murderous  war. 

One  of  the  reaibns  why  Ruffia  was  fo  ready  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  hodfe  of  Auftria^  in 
concluding  a  peace,  was  undoubtedly  becaufe 
fhe  was  afraid  left  Sweden,  encouraged  by  die 
porte  and  France,  which  latter  power  was  now 
of  almoft  fovereign  influence  in  the  councils  of 
Stockholm,  might  have  recourfe  to  arms,  and 
endeavour  to  make  a  diverfton  in  the  nc^h  of 
jRuffia,  in  favour  of  the  porte,  whil«i  it  was  en- 
gaged in  .the  (buth  by  the  ottoman  troops.    It 

is 
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18  to  be  obferved,  that  Ruflia  and  Swedea  had 
in  1724  entered  into  an  alliance  for  the  term  of 
twelve  years,  by  which  they  mutually  guaranteed 
their  dominions  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  an  attack,  to 
affift  each  other  with  (hips  and  foldiers.  At  the 
expiration  of  thefe  twelve  years,  this  treaty  was  . 
again  renewed,  [1736,]  when  Ruf&a  even  made 
herfelf  refponfible  for  the  payment  of  a  debt 
due  from  Sweden  to  Holland  of  750:,ooo  dutch 
guldens.  But  the  amity  of  the  two  countries 
continued  to  ftand  on  a  very  tottering  bafis* 
The  generality  of  the  Swedes  could  not  bring 
themfelves  abfolutely  to  forget  the  confiderable 
facrifices  which  they  were  reduced  to  make  to 
Ruilia  at  the  peace  of  Nyftadt ;  and  the  french 
court,  which  -was  friendly  to  the  Ottomans,  and 
eonfequently  hoftile  to  Ruffia,  exerted  herfelf^ 
by  means  of  her  ambaifador,  to  fan  the  difcon- 
tents  againft  the  latter,  by  reiterated  efibrrs. 
Under  the  form  of  government  that  then  ob* 
tained  in  Sweden,  by  which  the  national  council 
in  fa€t  dire^d  everything,  while  the  king  was 
but  the  lliadow  of  a  monarch,  the  french 
cabinet  found  no  difficulty  in  forming  to  itfelf  a 
^rong  pirty,  by  prefects  properly  beftowed. 
Sweden  now  was  in  hopes  that,  while  Ruilia  was 
occupied  with  the  Turks,  flie  might  venture  fome  - 
enterprises  againft  that  empire,  with  little  danger 

Q.3  of 
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of  mifcarriage ;  and,  notwithflanding  that  many 
true  patriots  remonftrated  againft  a  war  with 
Ruffia;  notwithftanding  that  the  peace  fo  re* 
cently  concluded  between  Ruffia  and  the  porte 
rendered  it  now  tiiore  hazardous  to  attempt  any 
thing  againft  that  power,  the  warlike  party  at 
length  triumphed  in  the  diet ;  and  war  againft 
Ruffia  became  not  only  the  wilh  of  that  body, 
but  alfo  of  the  whole  fwedi(h  nation  and  the 
majority  of  the  eftates  of  the  kingdom  <,  when 
an  event  occurred  by  whrcli  every  Swede  thought 
himfelf  infulted  by  the  Ruffians. 

A  fwedilh  major,  named  Sinclair  *,  who  had 
been  made  prifoner  at  the  battle  of  Pultava,  then 
fent  into  Siberia,  and,  with  the  other  prifoners 
his  countrymen,  was  not  fet  at  liberty  till  the 
peace  of  Nyftadt,  had  heen  fent  by  the  fwedifii 
government  to  Conftantinople,  to  negotiate  con- 
cerning the  debts  which  Charles  XIL  bad  con- 
tracted there,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  bring 
nbout  a  dofer  connexion  between  Sweden  and 
the  Porte.  Sinchiir,  a  determined  foe  to  the 
Ruffians,  on  his  way  home  through  Poland  had 
at  times  fpoken  not  very  advantageoufly  of  the 
emprefs  Anne,  and  had  fuffi?red  occafionally 
to  efcape  him  fome  intimations  about  an  ap» 

•  See  Life  of  Catharme  IL  vol  iii.  p.  252.  fdtirth  edk. 

proaching 
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proaching  humiliation  of  the  ruffian  prjde  by  th9 
combined  power   of   the  Swedes  ai^d  Turk^; 
Munich,  who  was  then  ftationed'  at  the  polifii 
frontiers,   being  informed  of  this,   4ire£^ed  9 
particular  attention  to  the  fwe4iib  o^cer,  and 
laid  a  plan  to  entrap  him  on  his  journey  back 
from  Conftantinople.     In    order    to  this,  his 
picture  was  engraved,  and  numerous  impreffioni 
of  it  were  difperfed .  among  the  ruffian  officers 
commanding  on  the  frontiers. .  Sinclair  ki  out 
from   Conftantinople  in  April   1739»  travelled 
through  Poland  to  Breilau,  thence  continued  bis 
journey;  but»  not  far  from  Naumbergin  Silefia, 
was  attacked  by  feveral  perfons,  among  whom 
were  fome  ruffian  officers,   and  cruelly  mur- 
dered.  His  fellow-traveller,  Couturier,  was  then 
conveyed  to  the  ruffian  fort  of  Sonnenftein,  but 
afterwards  was  fet  at  liberty,  with  a  prefent  of 
500  ducats  from  the  ruffian  ambafladbr,  and  ar- 
rived in  September  at  Stockholm,  wherein  the 
meantime  Sinclair's  difpatches  had  been  received 
by  the  poll.     This  murder  was  generally  re- 
puted to  hj»ve  been  perpetrated  by  an  order  from 
the  ruffian  .court.    The  emperor  of  Germany 
complained  heavily  of  the  tranfadlion  as  a  viola- 
tion of  his  territory ;  but  Apne  caufed  a  decla- 
ration  to  be  drawn  up,    aflferting  }ier  entire 
ignorance  of  the  whole  affiiir :  and  Maimftein, 

0^4  who 
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who  was  adjutant'general  to  field^marfhal  coant 
Munich^  affirms  likewife  in  his  memoirs,  that 
Anne  adually  knew  nothing  of  it ;  adding,  that 
this  murder  was  foldy  the  contrivance  of  her 
fittourite  Km,  count  Oftermann,  and  marlhal 
Munich,  in  order  to  come  at  the  contents  of 
the  papers  which  Sinclair  had  about  him.  In 
the  meantime  the.  horrid  tranfa&ion  excited  no 
itnall  attention  in  Sweden;  the  french  party 
took  advantage  of  it  for  inflaming  the  refeotment 
of  the  nation  againft  the  Ruffians ;  the  pc^uhce 
of  Stockholm,  in  teftimony  of  their  indignation, 
broke  the  wmdows  of  the  ruffian  ambafikdor's 
houfe;  and  the  party  in  favour  of  war  now 
found  it  more  eafy  to  attain  the  accomplifhment 
of  their  wifhes,  a  declaration  of  war  againft 
Ruffia.  That  government,  quickly  aware  of 
the  defigns  of  Sweden,  had,  however^  in  the 
mesffitime  got  her  hands  at  Gberty  by  the  peace 
concluded  with  the  Turks,  bu(  wifhed  neirer- 
dielefs  to  avoid  engaging  in  a  new  war,  as  the 
woundj^  infli£led  by  that  lately  terminated  were 
ftiil  fenfibly  felt,  and  accordingly  entered  into 
a  negotiation  with  Sweden,  in  which,  however, 
the  year  1740  was  entirely  taken  up.  Prepara- 
ticms.  were  made  notwithftanding  on  the  part  of 
Ruffia,  by  fecuring  the  frontiers  of  Finland, 
filling  the  magazines,  proyiding  the  harbour  of 

Croaftadt 
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Cronftadt  with  a  competent  garrifon,^  caufing 
the  fortifications  to  be  repaired)  ^d  getting 
everything  in  readinefs  for  th^  commoicement 
of  hoftilities.  Ere  the  ftorm  could  biurft  from 
thefe  thf eatemng  appearances,  the  empfels  Anna 
died  at  St.  Peter fburg  [|  17403  after  a  rei|^  of 
ten  years. 

Anne  had  not  lat  fo  long  on  the  niflian  throne 
without  acquiring  fome  portion  of  feme,  by  tx* 
ecudng  and  completing  many  things  that  had 
been  begun  by  her  uncle  Peter  L  •«-  Though 
the  turkifh  war,  in  which  ihe  engaged,  proved 
6f  very  little  benefit  to  the  empire  on  account  of 
the  peace  raihly  concluded  by  Auftiia ;  yet  the 
ruffian  troops  had  ihewn  themfelves  bold  and 
intrepid  in  the  courfe  of  it,  and  the  Turks  on 
the  other  hand  had  learnt  to  confider  them  afi 
formidabte  adveriaries ;  for  it  was  not  the  bra- 
very of  the  Turks,  but  the  frequent  direful  want 
of  provifions,  the  ftrangeneTs  ^  of  the  climate, 
and  the  fttiguing  marches,  that  prevented  the 
ruffiiud  ahny  from  making  faither  progrefs. 
Thus  Anne  fuccefsfriUy  executed  Peter's  projed 
of  again  convincing  the  porte  of  the  fuperiority 
of  the  ruffian  arms.  —  Then,  the  canal  along 
the  Ladoga-lake,  begun  under  Peter  L  a  work 
of  extreme  utility  to  the  eafier  tranfport  of  pro- 
vifions to  St.  Peterfl)urg,  was  completely  fini(hed 

under 
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under  Anne  ia  1738,  after  th^  navigation  on  it 
had  been  opened  in  the  reign  of  Peter  IL     Mu* 
vkh  had  th^i  principal  merit  in  the  conftrudioa 
of  this  c^nal.  —  Peter,  not   long   before  his 
death,  fent  out  feveral  able  perfons,  to  fail  from 
K^iptfliatka  towards  the  north»  in  order  to  leam 
whether  North  America  was   conneded    with 
Siberia  or  npt*    But  the  enterprise  terminated 
wkhout  gaining  any  clear  information  on  the 
fub)e£)t«     Anne  fet  on  foot  a  new  voyage  in  the 
fame  ^ciefign,  and  thereby  advanced  the  more 
accurate  knowledge  of  thofe  hitherto  unexplored 
regions,  -r-  It  had  been  one  grand  objed  with 
Peter  L  from  time  to  time  to  improve  the  (late 
of  the  ruffian  army :  Anne  here  aUb  foHowed 
his  footfteps ;  and  Mimich  was  the  man  whofe 
advice  and  propdials  ibe  adopted  in  the  refortt 
of  the  military.    '  Marflial  Munich  introduced 
not  only  a  better  and  finder  difciplme,  which 
was  very  much^  wanted  among  the'  Ruffiaq^^ 
wherem  he  was  mightily  affifted  by  the  generals 
JLafcy  and  Kpth,  likewife  fore%ners,  but  alio 
projeded  a  completely  new  military  exercife, 
and  made  in  general  a  variety  of  uncommonly 
ufeful  regulations  in  the  army.     Thus,  for  e&- 
ample^  he  conftituted  a  corps  of  engineers,  un- 
known till  then  among  the  Ruffians;  and,  as 
{here  w^s  particularly  a  want  of  good  officers,  He 

moved 
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moved  the  emprefs  to  eftablHh  an  inftitution  for 
the  forming  of  able  commanders*     Anne,  there- 
fore, at  his  inftigation,  endowed  the  noble  land* 
cadet  corps,  for  the  education  of  young  men  of 
noble  families  in  the  feveral  branches  of  know* 
ledge  neceflary  for  an  officer,  of  which  Munid| 
drew  up  the  plan.    An  inftitute  that  flill  fubdfts, 
continuing  to  be  improved  and  perfeded  from 
time  to  time,  and  ferving  as  a  feminary  of  expert 
commanders.  —  As   in  the  ruffian  army  the 
lingular  cuftom  prevailed,  that  men  who  held 
the  fame  rank,  had  yet  a  difference  in  their  fahh 
ries,  as  they  were  either  foreigners  or  natives ; 
the  former  being  far  better  paid  than  the  latter, 
Munich  procured  an  order  that  the  pay  of  the 
officers,  having  the  fame  rank,  whether  foreign- 
4srs  or  home-born,  (hould  be  perfe&ly  alike ;  oa 
the  whole,  however,  higher  than  had  hitherto 
been  the  pradice.     By  this  alteration  ail  caufe 
c^envy  on  the  part  of  the  native  Ruffians  againi: 
foreigners  was  in  a  great  nieafure  done  away. 
—  For  the  fake  of  giving  a  fort^f  counterpoi& 
to  the  two    regiments  of  guards,    which  had 
already  (hewn  that  their  influence,  even  in  de- 
termining the  fucceffion  to  the  imperial  diadem,' 
was  by  no  means  fmall,  Anne  added  to  them 
a  regiment  of  foot-guards,  and  another  of  horfe ; 
to  the  army  was  alfo  given  a  few  regiments  of 

cuiraffiers. 
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cttirailieis,  which  it  had  never  bad  before.  — • 
I^unich  had  the  fatisfaflion  to  fee  his  imperial 
miftrefs  teftify  her  concurrence  with  bis  plan  by 
putting  it  in  exe<Mtion,  and  the  honour  of  find- 
ing that  it  even  met  the  approbation  of  that 
great  commander  prince  Eugene  of  Savoy. 

Befide  the  changes  by  which  Anne  endea- 
voured to  put  the  army  in  a  better  condition,, 
ihe  was  particularly  attentive  to  the  benefits  that 
might  accrue  to  her  empire  from  new  or  reno- 
vated treaties  of  commerce.  /  In  a  view  to  the 
extenfion  of  trade,  and  thereby  to  better  the  con- 
dition of  a  great  proportion  of  her  fubjeds^ 
ihe  was  induced  to  relinquifh  the  perfian  pro> 
vinces.  Her  ambaflfadors  at  foreign  courts  had 
her  xommldion  to  look  out  for  induftrious  and 
able  perfons  in  tbofe  kinds  of  trades  and  profef* 
fions  in  which  Ruffia  was  Hill  behind,  and  fent 
them  into  the  empire:  fee  particularly  procured 
Sox  the  coimtry  a  great  number  of  manufacturers 
hi  woollen  ftufis  and  filk.  She  executed  a  new 
treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  was 
in  general  no  inadive  ruler,  taking  upoo  herfetf 
.  the  affairs  of  adminiftration,  and  governing  with 
gentlenefs  and  equanimity,  except  in  thofe  cafes 
when  fee  thought  it  behoved  her  to  punife, 
and  then  fee  was  fevere.  Her  long  refidence 
in  Mittau,  her  intercourfc  with  the  courife  no- 
bles. 
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bfeS)  in  general  remarkable  for  their  urbanity 
and  franknefs,  had  communicated  to  her  cha-- 
rafler  a  certain  fweetnefs  and  affability,  which 
cafily  gained  her  the  affeAion  of  all  that  ap- 
proached her.  The  manners  of  the  peterfljurg 
court,  during  her  reign,  took  a  fofter  and 
politer  turn.  Drunken  perfons,  formerly  fre- 
quent among  the  courtiers,  made  their  difgufl:- 
ing  appearance  at  court  much  feldomer,  uoder 
her,  as  (he  detefted  drunkennefs.  Delighting 
in  the  more  decent  and  tranquil  pleafures  of 
mufic  and  dancing,  fhe  encouraged  them  by  i¥>( 
only  taking  foreign  fingers  and  performers  inu> 
her  fervice,  out  alfo  provided  that  young  Ruf- 
fians of  both  fexes  fliould  be  inftrufled  in  thofe 

arts. 

The  number  of  the  fubjefts  received  a  great 
inci^afe  under  Anne,  by  the  return  of  the  zapo* 
rogian  Kozaks  to  their  obedience  to  the  ruffian 
fceptre,  which  happened  fhortly  after  the  breaks 
ing  out  of  the  turkiih  war.  Thefe  Kozaks  in  tbo 
time  p{  Peter  I.  adhered  to  Mazeppa ;  and,  on 
the  latter  being  forced  to  fiee  with  Charles  XII. 
had  put  themfelves  under  the  fupremacy  of  the 
khan  of  the  Krimea  The  territory  of  the 
empire  was  alfo  enlarged,  on  th^  fubmifiioii 
of  the  Kirghifes,  a  very  numerous  nomadizing 
nation  on  the  chinefe  borders,  to  the  prote£Uon 

of 
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the  perfon  elected,  or  free  will  in  the  eled:on, 
had  certainly  any  fhare ;  but  was  as  much  influ- 
enced by  the  ruffian  troops,  then  ftationed  in 
Courland,  as  the  prefence  of  the  fame  troops, 
in  more  recent  times,  operated  on  the  election 
of  Staniilaus  king  of  Poland  *•  The  courifb 
nobility,  accordingly,  had  very  foon  caufe  to 
lament  that  their  choice  had  been  obliged  to  £sJj 
upon  Biren  f,  as  the  new  duke  commonly  redded 
ia  St.  Peterfburg,  concerning  himfelf  not  at  all 
about  his  country,  but  even  there  dooming  to 
punifliment  every  one  who  by  any  means  had 

♦  Afterwards,  Staniflaus  Lackland.     Sec  Life  of  Catha- 
rine II.  vol.  lii.  p.  330,  &c* 

f  He  was  elcded  on  the  death  of  Ferdmand,  lad  prince 

of  the  houfe  of  Kettlcr.     The  Courlanders  were  forced  to 

accept  for  their  fovcreign  him  whom  they  knew  to  hr 

grandfon  of  a  groom  to  their  duke  James  III.  and  whom 

they  had  refufcd  to  aflbciate  with  their  nobility.     The  cm- 

prcfs  had  already  made  Biren  marry  a  courifli  lady  of  the 

family  of  Trcdcn.     A  brother  of  Biren's  wife  ha4'the  infb- 

Icnce  one  day  to  attempt  fome  familiarities  with  the  princcfc 

Elizabeth^  whom  he  met  walking  alone  in  the  gardens  of 

Peterliof.     Elizabeth  complained  of  it  to  the  empreis  Anne, 

who  only  laughed  at  the  brutality  of  Trcden,  and   told 

Elizabeth  that  fhc  might  furely  allow  a  courifli  nobleman  to 

take  A^hat  (he  every  day  granted  freely  to  a  grenadier  of  the 

guards.      This  grenadier,  it  is  well  known,  was  Alexhit  I 

Razumoffky. 

drawn 
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drawn  upon  him  his  diFpleafure,  as  defpotically 
as  the  conftitution  of  Ruffia  allowed  ♦. 

In  the  government  of  the  ruffian  empire,' 
under  Anne,  Biren  had  stfi  abfolute  mfluence ; 
and  it  is  very  poffible  to  conceive  that  the 
turkifli  war,  which  Oftermann  and  Munich  were 
at  firft  decidedly  againft,  was  profecuted  by  that 
monarch  chiefly  at  the  inftigation  of  Biren, 'a^ 
by  that  means  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  keep 
marfhal  Munich  at  a  diftance  from  Peterfburg.- 
Munich  had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  gain  thd 
confidence  and  efteem  of  his  fo^ereign  in  an 
eminent  degree ;  and  Biren  was  afraid  of  him 
as  a  dangerous  rival,  in  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience undoubtedly  his  fuperior. 

Anne^  though  a  widow,  was  ftill  young  wheii 
ihe  came  to-  the  imperial  throne ;  and,  as  it  wa^ 
probable  that  (he  might  marry  again,  the  coun- 
cil  had  very  wifely  inferted  a  claiife  in  the  capl- 

.  *  At  the  very  time  when  this  barbarous  favourite ^wa^ 
fhedding  torrents  of  blood,  the  rufHan  courtiers,  as  well  as 
the  fQreign  minifterSi  were  lavifhing  upon  him  the  viled 
adulations.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing,  even  at  the  pub' 
Ho  feftivities,  to  fee  the  minifters  of  Vienna,  Berlin,  and 
Saxony,  kiffing  the  hand  of  the  favourite,  and  drinking  hi^ 
health  on  their  knees,  after  having  given  this  toaft  :  **  'Pet'^ 
*'  dition  to  whoever  refufes  to  do  the  like,  and  is  not  the 
*«  true,  fincere,  and  faithful  friend  of  his  highne£i  mon-^ 
*'  fcigneur  the  dijce  dc  Birea  S" 

VOL.  II*  R  tulation. 
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tulatioD,  that  fht  (hould  not  take  a  crafort  uritb- 
out  the  confent  of  that  body.  By  nullifying  die 
capitulation,  Anne  indeed  became  entirely  free 
in  this  refpefl ;  but  Biren,  who  generally  took 
great  care  to  remove  whatever  might  in  the  lead 
dep'ee.have  a  tendency  to  limit  his  influence^ 
cut  off  therefore  every  opportunity  to  a  fecond 
marriage  of  his  miftrefs.  A  prince  of  Portugal, 
who  came  to  St.  Peterfburg  for  the  purpofe  of 
foUiciting  her  hand,  was  obliged  to  go  back 
without  his  errand.  For  fimilar  reafons  Biren 
exerted  all  his  talents  to  oppofe  the  marriage 
of  the  princefs  Anne,  daughter  of  the  duke  of 
Mecklenburg,  and  of  Catharine  Ivanovna,  elder 
fifler  to  the. emprefs  Anne.  Her  majefty,  who 
had  no  intention  to  enter  again  into  the  ftate  of 
wedlock,  was.defirous  at  leail  that  her  niece 
fliould  uke  a  hufband*.  Her  defign  was  to 
confider  the  children  proceeding  from  fuch  mar- 
riage in  all  refpeds  as  her  own ;  and,  by  fet- 
tling upon  them  the  fuccellion,  to  prevent  the 

*  Several  pnnces  had  made  oflers  to  marry  thu  priocefis 
who  waff  s^erwards  fo  unfortunate.  The  king  of  PniSa^ 
Frederic  William  I.  was  ambitious  of  having  her  far  hit  fon 
Frederic,  in  colder  to  fee  him  heir  of  the  crown  of  Rtiflia, 
and  at  liberty  to  leave  that  of  f  ruffia  to  prince  WiDiam* 
HcQry*  If  that  project  had  fucceeded  what  immeniie  ad* 
vantago  would  not  Frederic  It.  have  drawn  ftom  the  (Mat 
means  thus  put  at  hh  difpofal ! 

dfibrders 
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diforders  and  tumults,  which  were  naturallj  to 
be  apprehended,  if  ihe  (hould  leave  the  world 
without  having  nominated  an  heir.  Count 
Loevenvolde,  mafter  of  the  horfe,  wa$  accord- 
ingly fent  to  the  court  of  Vienna  to  make 
choice  of  a  fpoufe  for  the  princefs  Anne.  Charles^ 
margrave  of  Brandenburg,  and  prince  Anthony 
Ulric  of  Brunfwick,  were  the  two  princes 
whom  Lccvenvolde/  on  his  return,  declared 
worthy  of  foliciting  a  marriage  with  Anne ;  and 
Anthony  Ulric,  duke  of  Brunfwick,  was  at 
length  the  perfon  pitched  on  for  her  fpoufe. 
The  duke  therefore  came  to  Ruiiia.  Biren  Aw 
this  with  diflike,  fearing,  as  he  muft,  that  tb^ 
father  of  the  future  fucceifor  might  (land  in  the 
wky  of  his  authority,  and  therefore  endeavoured 
by  every  effort  to  breaks  off,  if  poffible,  the  pro^ 
jefted  match.  Perhaps,  as  he  has  been  accufed^ 
and  indeed  not  without  grounds,  he  might  have 
had  a  plan  of  bringing .  zbout  a  union  between 
his  fon  and  the  princefs.  —  However,  in  fpite 
of  all  his  exertions,  the  marriage  was  confum^ 
mated  in  the  month  of  July  1739 ;  and,  on  the 
lath  of  Augoft  1740,  the  princdb,  to  the 
great  joy  of  the  emprefs  Anne,  became  the 
mother  of  d*  prince,  whom  the  fovereign  imme^ 
dFately  took  under  her  tuition,  and  in  the  0£to^ 
ber  following  declared  him  hei^  fucceffor  to  the 
thr(Diie#  . 

a  2  The 
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The  emprefs  about  this  time  felt  that  ptobabfy 
(lie  had  not  long  to  live.  —  This  apprehenfion 
moved  her  to  caufe  the  oath  of  fealtv  to  the  new- 
born  Ivan  as  fucceffor  to  be  taken  by  all  her  fub* 
jefls.  At  the  fame  time  the  profpeft  of  the  fpcedy 
diflblution  of  the  emprefs  fet  the  heads  of  jhc 
adminiftration,  Biren,  Munich,  and  Oflermann, 
in  motion.  Ivan,  -the  fucceflbr,  was  only  a  few 
weeks  old ;  and  muft,  therefore,  if  Anne  fhould 
prefently  die,  have  a  guardian.  The  choice  of 
this  guardian  was  that  in  which  Anne  on  her 
death-bed  and  the  great  men  at  court  were  not 
a  little  employed.  Though  his  parents  feemed 
to  be  the  natural  guardians  of  his  infancy,  and 
had  the  foremoil  claim  to  that  charge,  yet 
Biren,  Munich,  and  Oftermann  had  formed  very 
-different  plans,  and  never  refted  till  they  had 
got  a  paper  figned  by  Anne,  apf>ointing  duke 
-Biren  guardian  of  the  young  emperor  Ivan,  and 
regent  qf  the  empire  during  his  minority  *.  .  It 

• 

*  The  artful  Oftermanny  who,  in  concert  with  the  fe- 

tourite,  had  fahricated  the  will  of  Anne,  in  which,  cx- 

triudiiig  the  diichefs  of  Brunfwick  from  the  fucccffion,  ftc 

left  the  throne  to   Ivaa  and  the  regency  to  BireQ»  now 

.  framed  a  petition  in  the  name  of  the  fcveral  orders  of  the 

ftate,  requefting  Biren  to  accept  the  place  of  regent,. which 

his  amhition  had  already  anticipated  ;  and,  what  one  would 

Tcanrely  believe,  notwithflahding  all  we  have  rca4,  the  prin- 

'  cipaS  ntembcn  of  the  clerical  onhr,  the  prime  nobles,  the  mi- 

niftcrs,  and  the  fenators  were  bale  eAough  to  fign  thisre^iwft. 

•  was 
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was  certainly  Biren*s  wifli  that^  the  bufinefs 
{hould  take  this  turn,  though  he  direflly  after 
pretended  to  deny  it,  giving  out  that  he  had 
only  yielded  to  Munich's  importuaity.  How- 
ever,- it  is  poffible  that  he  might  not  at  firft 
have  ventured  to  propofe  himfelf  as  guardian, 
fearing  too  violent  an  oppofition ;  and  afterwards, 
by  an  affefted  reluftancc,  as  if  it  were  diffi- 
cult for  him  to  refolve,  he  caufed  himfelf  to 
be  much  importuned  ere  he  would  comply  with 
the  requeft  of  Oftermann  and  Munich  to  take 
the  regency  upon  him.  But  thefe  two  politic 
minifters  had  concurred  in  bringing  this  matter 
about,  in  hopes  that  Biren  would  ihew  his  gra- 
titude to  them,'  by  undertaking,  as  regent,  nothing 
of  importance  without  them,  but  confult  them 
on  all  occafions,  fo  that  they  alfo  would  have 
been  a  part  of  the  regency  ;  in  which  Oftermann 
would  have  direfted  the  affairs  of  ftate,  while 
Munich  was  at  the  head  pf  the  military  depart- 
ment :  whereas  if  duke  Anthony  Ulric  fliould 
iiave  the  regency  and  the  guardianfhip,  they 
were  afraid  that  he  might  look  upon  it  as  a 
thing  due  to  him  of  right,  and  therefore  not 
think  himfelf  under  any  fort  of  obligation  to 
them,  though  they  ihould  procure  it  for  him, 
'  and  accordingly  not  leave  them  fo  much  ftrope 
for  afting  as  they  pleafed.    The  proje£l  of  con- 

R  3  veying 
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veying  the.adminiftration  of  the  empire  into  the 
hands  of  duke  Biren  of  courfe  fucceeded,  parti* 
cularly  fince  the  parents  of  the  emperor  happily 
obferved  a  perfeft  filence  in  the  bufinefs ;  andj 
when  the  lad  will  of  Anne  was  opened  in  the 
prefence  of  the  minifter,  the  fenators,  the  chiefs 
of  the  army,  as  well  as  of  dake  Anthony  Ulric 
and  his  lady,  it  was  found  to  contain  the  follow* 
jng  injunction,   already  known  to  feveral,  to 
others  totally  uneacpefted;  *'  Biren  (hall  be  the 
^^  admin|(lrator  of  government  till  the  emperor 
^^  Ivan  ihall  have  attained  his  feventeenth  year,. 
<*  at  which  period  he  fhall  be  declared  of  age. 
^^  Should  Ivan  die  before  that  time,  then  Biren 
f^  ihall  continue  guardian  to  Ivan's  brethren 
^*  bora  a^ter  him  who  ihall  fucceed  him  on  the 
^^  throne.     Should  neither  Ivan  nor  any  one  of 
^'  his  brethren  afterwards  born  remain  alive, 
^  then  ihall  Biren,  with  the   concurrence  of 
^*  the  cabinet,  the  fenate,  and  the  generals  c^ 
^^  the  army,  tied  and  confirm  a  new  emperor, 
^*  who  i^iall  conduct  all  the  affairs  of  the  em* 
^^  pire,  foreign  and  dom^ic,  as  unlimited  and 
**  abfolute  monarch  of  Ruifia." 

Though  nobody  dared  openly  to  oppugn  this 
dying  injundtion  of  the  emprefs  Anne,  by  which 
^  foreigner  was  placed,  for  many  ye^  to  come, 
^  tl^^  l^ea4  of  the  ^overninent  ^  as  whoever  ha4 

p^efumed 
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prefumed  to  do  h  would  4iave  infallibly  brought*, 
upon  himfelf  either  death  or  perpetual  ezile^  yet 
the  publit  was  by  no  means  fatisfied  with  this 
teftament.  The  parents  of  the  emperor  muft 
have  felt  themfelves  mod  hurt  at  feeing  a  man 
who  had  made  his  fortune  chiefly  by  perfonai 
gratifications  with  the  dcceafed  emprefs,  en« 
trufted  with  a  guardianfhip  which  they  naturally 
had  reafon  to  expeS:,  and  to  which  no  perfoa 
had  a  nearer  claim  than  they.  Anne  thanked 
duke  Biren  for  confenting  to  take  upon  him 
the  weighty  cares  of  government  $  but  probably 
thefe  thanks  did  not  proceed  from  the  hearty 
only  ferving  as  a  delic^e  concealment  of  her 
mortification  at  the  teftamentary  injunfUon  of 
her  aunt. 

Biren  was  now  mounted  on  the  higheft  pinnacle 
of  grandeur  to  which  his  imagination  could  have 
ever  prompted  him  to  afpire:  if  be  was  not 
addrefled  in  the  ftyle  of  emperor,  he  had  hav> . 
ever  the  profpefl  of  being  for  feveral  yean  the 
ruler  of  the  ruffian  empire*  He  topk  -Us  r& 
lidence  in  the  imperial  fumtnevi-palace,  giving  the 
parents  of  the  emperor,  who  would  by  no  neans 
be  perfuaded  to  quit  their  ion,  the  vnnteuf§kc» 
for  their  dwellitag,  with  a  yearly  penfiou  of 
200,000  rubles,  while  ids  own  amounted  tp 
^00,00 o,    lailead  of  being  called^  as  t>ef<>re9 

K  4  illuftrious 
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Sluftrious  prince,  he  aflumed  the  title  ^<  of  his 
highneis,  regent  of  the  niflian  empire ;"  at  the 
feme  time,  however,  granting  to  duke  Ulric  the 
title  of  "  his  highncfs/* 

The  difcontents  excited  at  the  new  regency 
very  foon  and  plainly  appeared,  Th^re  were 
not  wanting  perfons  who  thought  it  an  zQ.  of 
injuftice  to  the  parents  of  the  emperor,  to  whom 
both  the  guardianfhip  of  Ivan,  and  the  regency 
of  the  empire,  ought  properly  to  have  been 
commited ;  while  others  were  irritated  at  feeing 
Biren  at  the  head  of  the  government.  The 
regent  had  his  fpies,  who  informed  him  imme- 
diately of  all  that  was  faid ;  and  he  thought  he 
provided  in  the  beft  way  for  his  fafety,  by 
feverely  puniQimg  fuch  as  expreflfed  their  difr 
pleafiire:  fo  that  a  great  number  of  perfons 
were  plunged  into  irretrievable  diftrefs  hf 
having  imprudently  delivered  their  fentiments 
on  Biren's  el<tvatioq;  and  the  natural  confer 
4iuence  of  it  was,  that  the  difcontents,  inftead  of 
being  fupprefled,  fpres^d  more  and  more,  and 
duke  Ulric  now  perceived  that  it  would  be  no 
difficult  matter  to  leize  the  regency  out  of  Siren's 
bandi* 

He  plainly  told  the  regent  that  he  wouM 
proteft  againfl  the  will  t>f  the  Jate  emprefs,  as 
Invalid,  and  that  he  even  ihould  not  be  difi- 

pleafed 
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pkaficd  if  it  brought  about  an  alteration  m  the 
regency.  Expoftulatlbn^  and  quarrels  fucceeded 
between  him  and  the  regent^  which  at  length 
grew  to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  duke  threw  up 
all  his  employ ipents.  While, this  difunion  lafte4 
between  duke  Ulric  and  ^he  regent,  count 
Munich  was  always  the  middle  perfon,  through 
whom  the  regent  caufed  the  duke  and  his  fpoufe 
to  be  told  many  difagreeable  things.  Munich 
employed  this  opportunity  for  gaining  the  con* 
fidcnce  of  thefe  two  neglected  perfonages^' 
hearkened  to  theirs  complaints  againft^duke 
Biren,  -aflented  to  the  r.eafonablenefs  of  many  of 
them,  and  in  this  manner  the  fcanknefs  and  Inti* 
macy  between  them  grew  greater  from  day  to 
day.  At  length  the  duke  and  his  fpoufe  let  fall^ 
in  the  prefence  of  Munich,  fome  words,  inti- 
mating that  they  had  a  defign  to  force  the 
guardianfliip  from  the  regent,  and  the  marlhal 
in  the  fame  undifguifisd  manner  gav^  them  tq 
underftand  that  they  might  rely  on  his  affiftr 
ahce  in  the  execution  of  their  plan.  Munich, 
whofe  ambition  and  vanity  kpew  no  bounds, 
recreated  his  mind  with  the  profpeft  of  lording 
at  court,  under  the  aufpices  of  duke  Ulric  .and 
Anne,  if  they  by  his  afhftance  fliould  attain  their 
end ;  and  he  might  alfo  hope  that  his  projeft 
Jo  depofp  Bjren  would  be  attended  with  fuccefs^ 

particu* 
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particularly  as  the  r^enc  was  far  from  bong( 
beloved,  while  Munich  was  much  honoured, 
^rpecial^y  by  the  army ;  and  thus  he  who,  but 
a  few  weeks  before,  had  contributed  fo  much 
to  Biren's  appointment  as  regent,  was  now  the 
moft  adhre  promoter  of  his  difgrace,  the  moft 
jBcalous  adherent  to  Biren's  antagonifts,  the 
princefs  and  her  fpoufe.  The  enterprife  admit- 
ted of  no  delay ;  and  therefore  they  waited  no 
longer  than  to  the  nineteenth  of '  November  for 
putdng  their  plot  in  execution,  by  which  the 
-young  emperor's  parents  were  to  take  upon 
tbemfelves  the  government  of  the  empire,  as 
guardians  of  the  monarch.  The  regent  Biren, 
his  confort,  his  family,  and  his  firmeft  partifans, 
being  without  trouble  taken  into  cuftody  in  the 
night,  all  the  great  men  then  in  town  aGembled 
before  day*break  at  the  palace,  and  the  princels 
Anne  received  homage  on  the  fame  day  as  grand* 
duchefs  of  RufOa,  and  guardian  of  her  fon,  the 

infant  emperor  •. 

Only 

^  Biren  lodged .  in  the  fummer-palace.  During  fupper 
Itc  fectned  thoughtful;  and  all  at  once  faid  to  Municbs 
'*  M*  le  marechali  have  you  never  gone  upon  any  important 
**  «oterprifc  in  the  night-time  ?"  The  marfhal  inunedmtely 
(hou^it  hi»  fcheme  was  diicovcred  ;  he,  however,  maintained 
(ujficient  compofure  to  anfwer :  *^  I  cannot  call  to  mind 
**  any  extraordinary  msjt^ers  that  I  have  undertaken  during 

M  the 
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Only  two  and  twenty  days  had  'E(iTcn  poflTeflel 
his  flupendous  fortune ;  and  from  the  many 
cares  and  difquietudes  that  attended  it,  even  that 
fhort!  fpace  was  without  enjoyment.  From  the 
caftle  of  Schluffelburg,  where  he  wals  confined 
as  a  prifoner,  he  was  brought  to  a  trial,  con* 
deraned,  and  exiled  in  June  to  Pelim  in  Siberia  \ 

where. 


<<  the  night ;  but  I  make  it  a  rule  to  fei^e  all  opportuoiEadl 
'^  that  feem  favourable  to  my  views."  After  fitting  fome  tin$ 
longer,  he  took  his  .leave,  and  went  ftrait  to  the  wintcp- 
palace,  which  was  occupied  by  the  young  emperor  and  hh 
parents ;  and,  after  having  engaged  the  duchefs  of  Bruof- 
wick  to  admit  of  her  party  the  officers  and  the  hundred  anl 
forty  foldiers  on  guard  about  the  tzar,  he  returned  to  th^ 
regents  whom  he  arrefted  by  a  detachment  of  twenty  mei^ 
commanded  by  the  aid-de-camp  Mannilein. 

*  The  charges  that  were  brought  againft  him,  and  re- 
cited as  the  reafon  and  juflification  of  the  fenten9e  of  banifl^ 
pient  pafTcd  upon  him,  in  the  imperial  nunifefto  that  v^ 
publiihed  in  that  behalf,  were  the  following:  That  the 
duke,  during  the  lad  illnefs  of  the  emprefs  Anne,  had 
thought  of  nothing  but  how  to  obtain  the  regency,  to  the 
^xclulion  of  the  emperor's  parents ;  that  he  had  fquandered 
away  extraordinary  fum^  from  the  imperial  treafury,  and 
moilly  employed  it  to  his  own  emolument  out  of  the  cn^ 
pire  9  that  he  and  his  family  had  fcornfully  negleded  to 
(hew  a  proper  refpedi  to  the  parents  of  the  empeaor ;  and* 
fB  order  to  deprive  t^cm  of  the  public  afe6Uon,  had  fpi:ead 
various  forts  of  calumnies  againft  them ;  that  he  bad  chal' 

lenge4 
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iiirbcre^  in  addkion  to  his  misfortune,  be  was 
obliged,  in  banifhment  and  mifery,  to  afibciate 
.with  the  numerous  wretches  who  owed  their 
baniihmeBt  and  iDifery  to  him  \ 

Thus,  Anne  having  obtained  her  aim,  by 
procuring  the  guardianfliip  of  her  fori  and  the 
regency  of  the  empire,  the  ambitious  Munich, 
vbo  expeded  now  to  be  all  in  all  under  the 
new  adminidration,  gave'  no  refpite  to  his  efforts 
till  the  prefent  regent  had  conferred  on  him  the 
tilie  of  minifter,  the  poft  enjoyed  by  Oftermann, 
who  ftill  remained  at  the  head  of  affairs*     But 


lenged  tlic  father  of  the  emperor  to  fight  a  duel  with  him  ( i ), 
and  obliged  him  to  give  up  his  places ;  that  he.  adleJ  of  his 
own  ro^rc  motiqp,  contrary  to  ftatutes  and  ordinances,  and 
conceived  fuch  plans  as  would  have  thrown  the  empire  into 
the  grcateft  confiifion.  "  He  hath,  therefore,"  con- 
cludes the  manifcflo,  "by  tl^e  laws  of  God,  of  nature,  and 
**  of  the  empire,  merited  death."  The  emperor,  however, 
freed  him  from  capital  punifliment,  but:  condemned  him 
1^^th  his  family  to  perpetual  imprifonment. 
*  ♦  Biren  was  fo  dreaded,  that  when  he  rode  on  horfeback 
through  the  ftreets,  people,  on  feeing  him  come  at  a  diftance, 
exclaimed,  *'  It  is  Biren,  let  us  run !"  Perfons  on  foot 
made  as  faft  as  they  could  for  the  firfl  gateway.  Thqfc 
who  were  in  carriages  ftoppcd,  go^  out  and  proftrated 
themfelves  before  him. 

(i)  At  a  particular  altercjitiona  matters  indeed  dicf  ^ofofar,  ti)^ 
9Iirn>  in  (he  heat  of  his  paflfion,  puc  his  h^nd  to  his  fword. 

what 


^;^hat  Munich  iit  reality  ftrove  to  obtain  wa^  the 
ftation  of  commander  in  chief  of  the  army-  and 
navy ;  however  in  this  attempt  it  was  impojSibie 
for  him  to  fucceed,  as  thofe  places  were  alreadjr 
poffcffed   by   duke   Uiric :    he  '  therefore  con- 
tented himfelf  with  extorting  the  former  title! 
from    the    regeni.      At   this,  however,  count 
Oftermann  did  not  fail  to  take  umbrage,  and 
accordingly   attached   himfelf  more  clofely  to 
the  duke,  who  alfo  was  fenfible  to  the  affront 
put  upon  him  by  Munich's  application  for  his 
pofts  *.    Thus  arofe  t^o  parties ;  one  headed  by 
Anne  and  Munich,  and  the  other  by  Oftermann 
and  the   duke.      Odermann,  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  mod  able  and  acute  politicians  of   his 
time,  foon  found  opportunities  of  difplaying  his 
extendye  views  in  politics/ as  ^  well  as  his  cotn* 
prehenlive  knowledge  of  the  ruffian  empire,  in 
fo  flriking  a  manner,  that  even  Anne  placed 
more  confidence  in  him  than  (he  did  in  count 
Munich. 

*  How  could  he  help  being  offended  at  the  following 
nkafe,  in  which  the  duke  is  appointed  generalifflmo,  and 
which  was  drawn  up  by  Munich  ?  It  mns  thus :  "  Though 
**  field-madhal  Munich»  on  account  of  the  great  fervicc^  Re 
**  has  rendered  the  empire,  might  claim  the.  poft  of  gctrc- 
"  raliffinio,  yet  he  has  waved  that  right  in  favour  of  duke 
**  Anthony  Ulric,  as  the  father  of  his  imperial  majefty,  and 
**  has  heeri  Contented  to  accept  the  place  of  prinve  minlfter/^ 
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The  kiag  of  Pruflia,  Frederic  U.  had  juft  then 
begun  his  r^^ ;  ^ho,  not  pleafed  at  feeing  the 
amity  that  (ubfifted  between  the  courts  of  Peterf* 
borg  and  Vienna,  endeavoured  to  make  Munich 
his  friend ;  and  Frederic  found .  it  not  very 
difficult,  by  flattering  letters,  fo  to  work  upon 
his  vanity^  that  this  minifter,  already  not  well 
difpofed  td  Auftria,  now  made  it  his  principal 
buHnefs  to  bring  about  a  more  intimate  con- 
ne^on  between  the  ruflian  court  and  that  of 
Berlin*  By  this  means  the  clofe  union  that  had 
hitherto  fubfifted  between  Auftria  and  Ruffia 
was  diiTolyed,  and  the  whole  political  fyftem  of 
Europe  totally  changed. 

A  defcnfive  treaty  had  bfefore  been  concluded 
between  the  radian  and  pruflian  courts.  Munich 
effected  the  renewal  of  it ;  and  both  parties  mutu- 
ally bound  themfelves  to  fumifh  an  aid  of  12,000 
men,  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  Anne,  however, 
fecretly  determined  to  adhere  to  the  terms  of 
this  treaty  only  fo  long  as  Pruflia  fhould  be  at 
peace  with  Auftria,  the  remonftrances  of  Ofter- 
mann  having  infpired  her  with  a  partiality  for 
that  houfe :  and  Frederic  having  now  adopted 
meafures  for  taking  poflefllon  of  Sileiia,  as  a 
part  of  the  inheritance  of  Maria  Therefa,  the 
•court  of  St.  Peterlburg  intimated  to  him  that  it 
never  would  confent  to  that  afl.     Accordingly, 
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at  the  commencement  of  tl^  yent  1741  a  ncfw 
^liance  was  formed  with  the  ioiperial  cpurtf 
wkh  an  engagement  to  farnilh  auxiliariea^ 
Munich,  extremely  diflatisfied  at  this  procedare, 
ftrove  to  retard  its  execution,  but  in  vain :  he 
requefted  his  difmidion ;  hoping  by  that  means 
to  induce  Anne  to  lend  a  more  favourable  ear  to 
his  reprefentations  ;  but  this  too  had  noeffeft: 
an  honourable  difmiilion  was  granted  him,  undec 
pretence  that,  from  the  ilate  of  his  health  and 
his  age,  he  could  no  longer  be  ufefiil  to  the  (er<* 
Vice.  Munich,  it  is  true,  remained  at  St.  Peterf4 
burg,  in  the  hope  of  being  employed  again ;  bu^ 
he  was  miflak^  — -  the  procnadting  his  ilay 
there  foon  after  brought  upon  him  an  involun^ 
tary  journey  to  Siberia* 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  events  that  hap« 
pened  during  the  regency  of  the  duchefs  of  Brunf«| 
wick  was  the  arrival  at  Mofco  of  aa  embaily 
from  Thamas  Kouli  l^han.  After  having  ufurped 
the  throne  of  the  fophis,  and  conquered  the  enr* 
pire  fof  the  Mongoles,  Thamas  Kouli  khan,  wha 
had  heard  much  concerning  the  beauty  of  the 
|>rincefs  Elizabeth,  fent  to  a{k  her  in  marriage, 
at  the  fame  time  promiilng  to  introduce  the 
greek  religion  into  Perfia«  His  ambaifador  was 
attended  by  fixti6e&  thoufand  men  and  twenty 
pieces  of  cannoAr    But  this^  formidable  troop- 
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ms  invited  to  ftop  at  Kitzliar  on  the  borders  of 
the  Terek,  and  the  ambaflador  made  his  cntrj 
into  Mofco  yith  a  train  of  only  three  thoufand 
p^rfons  on  horfeback.  He  prefented  to  the 
jftgent,  on  the  part  of  the  fliah,  fourteen  ele- 
p)iants  and  a  great  quantity  of  jewels,  among 
which  were  very  large  diamonds  *.  The  pre- 
fents  were  accepted,  and  the  propofals  of  mar- 
riage rejefted. 

Ruffia,  however,  took  no  aftive  part  in  the 
mx  between  Pruflia  and  Auftria,  as  the  king  of 
Poland  and  the  eleftor  of  Saxon)^,  who  them- 
felves  raifed  pretenfions  to  Therefa's  patrimony, 
pFQtefted  againft  th^  march  of  the  ruffian  troops 
through  Poland  ;  and  Sweden  at  the  fame  time 
threatened  to  open  the  campaign  againd  the 
Ruffians  on  the  frontiers  of  Finland,  in  confe* 
quence  of  a  formal  declaration  of  war  againft 
Ruffia,  at  Stockholm,  in  the  month  of  Auguft. 

*  Thefe  diamonds  came  from  the  Mongoley*  Thamas 
Couli  khan  brought  away  from  that  empire  to  the  Taliw  of 
146  m3Iion6  of  pounds  fterling  in  precious  ftones,  in  gold, 
filver,  and  other  valuaLfjles.  The  throne  of  the  peacock 
alone,  which  be  conveyed  away  from  Dehli,  was  eftimated 
at  202,5009000  francs»  or  nine  kiurures.  The  kiuruit 
tnakes  a  hundred  laks,  each  lak  a  hundred  thoufaad  ro* 
pees^  The  rupee  varies  in  value,  but  may  be  ^eneraily 
cfttmated  at  a  s.  3  d«  fterling.  *  ^ 
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It  was  well  known  in  Sweden^  that  thj^  ru/l^n 
nation  in  general  was  by  no  means  fatisfied  with 
the  prefent  government^  and  that,  therefore^, 
fome  alteration  in  it  was  ihortly  to  be  expeSed. 
The  court  of  France  too  was  at  no  fmall  pains^ 
by  its  ambaffador  at  Peterfburgj  to  effeft  a. 
revolution  there,  from  which  Sweden  hoped  to 
derive  advantage.  The  latter  reckoned  fo  cer« 
tainly  that  (he  ihould  come  oflf  conqueror  in  the 
approaching  war,  and  the  Ruflians  be  vanquiflied^ 
that  in  the  diet  of  Stockholm,  previous  to  the 
Qpenbg  of  the  campaign,  no  lefs  than  three  fets 
of  articles  were  framed,  on  which  fhe  would 
hereafter  make  peace  with  the  conquered  Ruf* 
fians."  Should  the  arms  of  Sweden  be  coih- 
pletely  fuccefsful,  then  Ruflia  fhould  give  back 
Karelia,  tngria,  Ellhonia,  and  Livonia,  and,  in 
fhort,  all  that  had  been  teded  to  her  at  the  peac^ 
of  Nyftadt}  were  fhe  no  more  than  partially 
fuccefsful,  it  was  expected  that  at  lead  Earelia, 
Kexholm,  Vyborg,  Peterfburg,  Noeteburg^ 
Kronftadt,  Kronfchlot,  the  whole  extent  of  thd 
river  Neva  and  Efthotiia  fhould  be  reftorcd. 
In  cafe,  however,  contrary  to  all  probability^ 
RufTia  might  not  be  fo  hx  humbled  as  to  fur- 
render  ail  thefe  territories,  then  fhe  fiiould  be 
^owed  to  retain  EAhonia  1  but  the  reft  of  the 
countries  juft  mentioned  mufl  be  iti  any  cafe 
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eTtcuated  by  her,  without  permiffion  to  keep  a 
fingle  fliip  on  the  livoaian  and  eftbonian  coafts 
and  with  an  obligation  from  her  to  grant  the 
free  exportation  of  corn.    It  has  rarely^  hap- 
pened that  any  national  conncil  ever  extended 
its  plans  of  aggrandifement  fo  far,  with  fo  ^reat 
a  deficiency  in  the  ncceflary  means  for  carrying 
them  into  execution,   as  Sweden  did  on  this 
occafion.      She  deliberately  fettled  the  condi- 
tions of  the  future  peace, '  though  utterly  uncon- 
cerned  about  a   proper  arrangement  for  the 
condufk  of  the  war  by  which  thefe  terms  of 
accommodation  were  to  be  fecured.    It  is  even 
(aid  by  a  fwedilh  hiftorian^  that   *VNo  man 
^^  knew  of  sny  generals^  who  by  (kill  and  expe- 
**  rience  bad  gained  the  public  efteem/'     The 
two  generals  Levenhaupt   and   Buddembrock, 
who  were  the  greatefl:  advocates  for  the  war, 
when  hoftilides  were  begun  conducted    them 
but  miferably.     The  fieet  was  not  in  a  condidon 
to  put  to  fea.    The  army,  though  brave  and 
zealous,  was  poorly  fupplied  with  provifiong; 
and,  for  want  of  good  plans  for  the  campaign, 
and  intelHgent  ofEcers,  could  eSc&  very  little. 

Ruflia,  refolving  not  to  be  behind  band  with 
the  Swedes,  fent  Lafcy  to  march  againfl  them 
in  Auguft  1 741,  before  they  had  time  pro- 
perly to  colled  their  forces^  and  defeated  them 

near 


near  •  Vilmatinftrand*  The '  furrencUf  of  that 
Sprtrefs  to  Ruffia  was  the  confequence  of  this 
Tidory ;  and  though  the  Swedes  now  rallied  in 
fuch  manner  that  the  Ruffians,  who  were  greatly 
inferior  in  numbers,  could  prxxieed  no  farther^ 
yet  they  did  nothing  more  through  the  whole  of 
that  campaign.  As  the  Swedes,  in  entering 
upon  this  war,  had  principally  laid  their  account 
in  the  fuppofition  that  things  could  not  remain 
tranquil  in  Rufiia,  they  difperfed  a  manifefto,  in 
the  view  of  inciting  the  Ruffians  to  attempt  a 
levolution;  hoping  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
would  not  pafs  over  fo  quietly  as  the  former  had 
done,  that  the  troops  then  wanted  in  the  inte" 
rior  muft  be  drawn  away  from  the  borders,  and 
the  Swedes  would  thus  have  free  fcope  to  a£t 
'with  effect  againfl:  Ruffia«  ^*  The  fole  intention 
on  the  part  of  Swed^i,*'  fays  the  manifefto^ 
is  to  defend  herfelf  by  arms  againft  the  op-* 
*^  preflions  exerciCed  againft  her  by  the  arrogant 
f^  foreigners  *,  the  minifters  of  the  ruilian  courts 
^*  and  at  the  fame  time  to  deliver  the  ruflian 
**  nation^  from  the  yoke  which  thefe  miniftern 
"  have  impofed  on  it,  by  affifting  the  Ruffians 
to  regain  their  right  pf  electing  for  themfi^ves 


*  By  thcfe  foreij^nen  were  m«^9t  Munich  and  OUcr- 
fluma. 
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It  was,  therefore,  not  from  a  want  of  gockf 
will  in  the  fwediih  government,  that  no  rebellion 
slrofe  againft  its  prefent  rulers,  and  fhat  a  civil 
War,  with  all  its  horrors,  did  not  enfue;  for  it  thus 
e^fefsly  declared  the  regency  untawfuL  Happy, 
however,  it  was  for  Ruflia^  that  the  revolution 
which  happened  this  very  year,  in  November 
1741,  and  was  not  brought  about  by  the 
fwedifh  manifefto,  but  by  very  difierent  motives, 
was  efiFefled  without  bloodfhed,  that  the  alter- 
ation of  the  perfon  of  the  ruler  produced  no 
farther  changes,  excepting  among  the  heads  of 
the  adminiftration,  and  that  it  was  attended  with 
ho  confufion  or  difturbance  in  the  empire. 

What 'facilitated,  however,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, the  revolution  by  which  Elizabeth  became 
emprefs  of  Ruifia,  was  the  behaviour  bodi  of 
Anne  and  her  confort  the  duke.  Thene  wais  no 
harmony  nor  confidenqe  between  them.  The 
'  regent  fhut  herfelf  up  entirely  with  a  countdg 
Mengden,  with  whom  fhe  lived  on  the  moft  inti* 
mate  footing,  entirely  eftranged  from  her  huP 
band,  pading  whole  days  and  weeks  in  a  total 
negj^eft  of  government  affairs ;  and  thus,  no  ie& 
than  by  the  influence  which  fhe  allowed  that 
lady  to  exert,  cres^ted  to  herfelf  many  enemies. 
The  envy  and  jealottfy  of  the  native  Ruflians 
were  everyday  increafcd  by  the  partiality  uni» 
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verfally  fliewn  to  the  german  party :  hence  it 
pjoceededy  that  no  more  concord  fubfifted 
between  the  minifters  Oftermapn  and  Munich, 
than  betweoi  the  duke  and  the  rtgent;  one 
party  bemg  conftantly  employed  in  thwarting/ 
and  counteradting  the  other.  Thu$,  though, 
""  Anne  abhorred  feverity,  and  her  government 
was  extremely  mild ;  though  (he  was  ever  pronlpt 
to  beftow  favours  and  exercifis  her  liberality :  yet 
thus  in  fhort  it  was,  that  the  enterprife  of  Leftocq, 
the  phyiician  to  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  fpr 
fisating  her  on  the  throne  of  her  father,  was 
attended  with  fuccefs. 

For  abating  the  influence  of  foreigners  in  the 
adminiflration  of  the  emj^e,  the  plan  of  a  con? 
Tention  had  bedi  framed  on  the  demife  of 
Peter  II.  by  which  the  fupreme  authority  was  to 
be  placed  in  the  council,  whereof  the  greater 
part  were  Ruffians*  This  was  annulled  byi 
Anne ;  and  Biren  a  foreigner  was  all-powerful 
imder  that  princefs :  Oftermann  being  the  foul  of 
the  adminiftration,  and  Munich  the  firft  man 
in'  the  army ;  the  foreigners  therefore  remained 
^t  the  head  of  afiairst 

Anne  died ;  but  the  foreigners  fUU  co|itinued 
in  the  chief  o^ces  of  ftate ;  Biren  beiqg  little  le& 
ihon  emperor  and  ^^utocrator  of  all  |the  Ruifias  ; 
fmd,   after  his  downfall,   which  foUow^d  on 
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the  heek  of  his  fucceft,  the  government 
rem^ined^  nevcrthelefs,  in  the  hands  of  Ofter- 
mann  and  Munich.  The  emperor  Ivan  himfelf 
tl^as  but  a  viry  remote  defcendant  of  the  tzarian 
hioufe  of  Romanof;  his  father  was  a  german 
prince,  his  mother  the  daughter  of  a  get  man 
prince,  only  his  great-grandfather  on  the  mother's 
lide,  Ivan,  brother  to  Peter  I.  was  defcended 
from  the  Romanofs :  in  appearance,  therefore, 
it  was  rather  a  foreign  than  a  ruffian  family  that 
was  now  in  pofleffion  of  the  throne ;  and  the 
more,  as  the  various  offices  of  the  ilate  were 
given  with  increafing  partiality  to  foreigners, 
TMi  was  taken  very  much  amifs  by  the  country 
it  large,  and  the  de£re  of  an  alteration  on  their 
part  gteatly  facilitated  that  which  prefently  after 
happened.  As  the  plot,  for  the  overthrow  of 
Biren  had  fucceeded  without  refiftance,  it  waa 
dafy  to  ferefee  that  it  might  prove  no  lefs  feailbh 
to  difplace  Anne ;  who,  Irom  her  inconfiftMl 
^  behaviour,  ,by  her  contempt  of  the  ruflian  cnC 
toms,  by  the  exorbitant  favours  fhe  laviflied  ^ 
Iter  aift^efitfr,  tnoftly  foreigners,  had  but  little 
hold  on  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  ef^e* 
eially  at  a  candidate  for  the  crowq  had  ftai^ed 
ttp,  who  tttnit  naturally  be  tnore  agreeable  to 
the  nation^  being  ^  true*borQ  Rt)i!ian,  than  the 

prtffl^  cmperoTt 
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The  perfon  thus  zCpiting  to  the  crowa  was  nel 
other  than  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Peter  the  Great,  refiding  at  Stt  Peterfburg,  in- 
the  very  bofom  of  the  court.  On  the  death  of 
Peter  II.  Ihe  might,  perhaps,  have  preferred  her 
preteniions  to  the  throne  of  her  £ather  not  with- 
out fuccefs ;  but  at  that  time  flie  made  not  the 
fmalleft  flir  in  this  defign.  She  even  remaide^ 
quiet  during  all  the  reign  of  Anne,  though  the 
Dolgorukies  were  accu(ed  of  an  intention  of 
advancing  her  to  the  imperial  feat  *,  continuing 
to  live  with  that  emprefs  on  the  moft  amicabte 
terms,  exdting  no  furmifes  of  that  nature,  either 

*  Towards  the  ead  of  the  year  17399  the  Dolgorukiet' 
were  arrefted  and  put  to  >he  torture.  They  confefled  that 
they  had  concerted  an  infurrc&Ion  for  carrying  off  the 
eraprefty  the  princefs  Anne  and  her  confort,  together  willi 
tfaedvkt  of  Courlandy  to  drive  all  the  Germane  out  of  the 
country^  Xp  proclaim  Elizabeth  eropre&y  and  to  marry  her 
to  one  of  the  Nariflikins.  How  much  truth  was  at  the  bot« 
torn  of  this  confeifion,  how  much  of  it  was  to  be  imputed 
to  the  torture,  by  means  of  which,  whatever  is  wanted  may 
be  extorted,  cannot  now  be  afcertained.  Biren  hated  the 
Dolgorukies,  u  the  principal  authors  of  the  capitulation) 
and  the  clauiie  that  he  Ihould  not  be  permitted  to  cdve 
to  Rulfia.  Add  to  this,  that,  as  one  of  the  firfl  families  of 
the  empire,  they  were  always  dangerous ;  accocdingly,  qne 
of  them  was  broke  alive  upon  the  wheel,  three  others  were 
decapitated,  and  two  thrown  into  a  dungeon  for  Kfe.  Tlt!s 
inay  ferve  as  an  inftance  of  Biren's  vfij^S  manhef  of  a6Hog^ 
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in  her  ci>  her  pattizans,  and  as,  from  her  whole 
behaviour  (he  feemed  more  difpofed  to  enjoy  the 
pleafures  of  life  in  full  meafure,  than  to  take  upon 
her  the  weighty  burden  of  fuch  a  government  as 
that  of  RuiBa.  Be^des^  Ek'z^beth  had  very 
few  intimacies  among  the  great  men  at  court ; 
and  there  was  not  the  flighted  appearance  of 
any  party  at  all  devoted  to  her :  (he  attached 
herfelf  more  to  the  foldiery,  particularly  to  the 
guards;  and  there  feldom  pafled  a  week,  in 
w^ich  (he  did  not  once  or  twice  ftand  fponfor  at 
the  chriftening  of  the  children  of  fome  of  thofe 
foldiers«  If,  therefore,  it  might  occationally 
occur  to  the  emprefs  Anne  that  it  would  be 
preferable  to  place  Elizabeth  in  fuch  a  fituation 
^s  would  render  it  impofUble  for  her  to  form 
any  defign  upon  her  father's  throne,  perhaps  by 
fending  her  into  a  convent ;  every  anxiety  was 
foon  difpelled  by  the  manner  of  life  and  the 
whole  deportment  of  Elizabeth :  inde?d  Biren 
himfelf  was  always  againft  the  idea  of  attempting 
anything  to  the  prejudice  of  that  princefs.  It  is 
alfo  probable  that,  under  the  emprefs  Anne, 
Elizabeth  laid  no  plan  for  afcending  the  throne, 
ajid  that  the  proje£t  firft  entered  her  mind,  pn 
the  demife  of  that  monarch,  at  feeing  an  infant 
tmperor,  under  the  tutelage  of  a  foreigner, 
accede  to  the  fceptre ;  and^  (hortly  after,  the 
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l^arents  of  the  emperor,  who  likewife  w^e  to, 

be  fjegarded  rather  as  foreigners  than  as  Ru& 
fians,  get  ^  pofleflion  of  the  guardianlhip,  ^cT 
hearing  it  even  reported  that  the  princefs  Anuei 
Ivan's  mother,  had  refolv^,  at .  the  inftigatioa 
of  count  Oftermanii,  tp  declare  herfelf  eoiprels 
on  her  birthday  in  the  enluing  December  £1741 X 
and  to  fettle  the  fucceiSoa  in  the  line  gf  hw 
daughters. 

Now  it  was  that  the  advice  of  Leftocq,  Elizat- 
beth's  phyfician  and  favourite,  found  ready  ad* 
mifllon  ;  and  he  exerted  all  his  ^eal  and  addreft 
in  consisting  ^  body  of  partizans,  by  whofe 
aiTiIlance  he  might  put  the  reins  of  empire 
into  the  hands  of  his  patronefs.  Bringing  toge- 
ther by  degrees  a  number  of  the  foldiers  of  the 
guards  who  were  devoted  to  Elizabeth,  they 
promifed  to  fupport  her  in  the  attempt  to  feat 
berfelf  on  the  throne  of  her  father,  and  likewife 
to  jperfuade  their  comrades  to  engage  in  the 
fame  caufe  *•  The  money  neceflary  for  the  enter« 

m 

*  A  broken  merchant^  now  corporal  in  the  preot^ra- 
jenflci  guardsy  named  Gninfteiny '  and  one  Schwartz^  m 
trumpeter,  were  the  firft  whom  Leftocq  prerafled  vpoa  to 
liften  to  hit  propofal.  The  hopes ,  of  making  their  fbitii&e 
induced, thefe  peoj^e  to  enter  into  the  fcheme  themfelyef 
jind  to  gain  accomplices.  After  the  'enterprife  haid'  iuc- 
cceded  they  were  hpth  amply  rewarded^ 

prifc 
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priie  was  fumiihcd  partljr  by  Elizabeth  and 
j^tly  obtained  by  Leftocq  from  M.  de  la  Che* 
tardie,  the  french  aznbaiTadoT  at  St.  Peterfburg^ 
who  cflTered  his  aififtance  in  bringing  about  this 
revolqtiony  in  hopes  that  the  new  emprefs  would, 
^om  gratitude  to  France,  no  longer  take  part 
^th  Auftria;  and  as  Sweden  might,  perhaps^  like- 
Wife  on  this  occafion  be  fomeyhat  a  gainer.    In 
the  meantiiQe  Elizabeth's  courage  drooped  as 
the  e:secutioa  of  her  plot  drew  nigh,  and  fhe 
put  it  oflf  from  day  to  day.    The  foldiers  more* 
pver^  who  had  been  induced  to  take  up  the 
|)ufine&y  were  not  people  to  be  trufted  with  a 
ff^cret  of  that  magnitude  i  and  there  was  already 
fomething  of  a  rumour  abroad  concerning  fome 
projeft  of  th^  princefs.     It  even  reached   the 
fdjs  of  the  regent  ^  and  (he  would  not  have  beeu 
to  blame  if  fhe  had  employed  the  means  (he  had 
in  her  power  of  confining  Elizabeth.   But  Anne, 
notwithllanding  all  (he  had  heard  of  the  bufinefs, 
was  unaccountably  carelefs,    taking  no  more 
fteps  about  it  than  if  nothing  was  pafling  to 
alfirm  her  fepurity :  a  condufl,  for  which,  after- 
wiirds   when  it  was  too  late    to  redify  her 
imftikke,   ftie  was  feverely  reproached  by  her 
huiband.    But,  inflread  of  confulting  him  on  the  ' 
beft  meafures  to  be  adopted  pn  fuch  a  ferious  I 

occafion,  fhe  concealed  everything  from  him. 

Count 
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Count  Oftermann  warned  her  of  hef  dmgi^l 
the  britifli  miiiifter  prophefied  "her  certain  iml^ 
ttnlefB  flie  took  the  proper  means  to  prevent  it  j 
fhe  received  an  anonymous  letter,  in  whith  Ad 
fte  was  conjttred  to  bewaite  of  in  appToafdiil^ 
fhock ;  and  indeed  it  was  difficult  to  t^i^H 
how  (be  could  entertain  the  leafl?  doubfs  dA  Cfat 
matter :  yet,  inftead  of  reforttng  to  any  methodi 
of  counteraftion,  fuch  as  by  the  feizureof  Let 
tocq,  to  deprive  the  prime  mover  and  moft 
jealous  promoter  of  the  plot  from  all  power  of 
'  mifchief,  as  the  duke  propofed,  fhe  difclofed  to 

* 

Elizabeth,  in  full  court  *,  the  whole  contenti 
of  the  admonitory  letter  flie  had  received,  and 
the  reports  that  were  fpread.  Certainly  thi^ 
was  not  the  way  to  come  at  the  truth.  Efiza? 
beth  confeffed  nothmg,  protefted  that  Ihe  waJl 
entirely  innocent;'  and,  by  diflimulation  and 
even  tears,  effedually  difpelled  all  ideas  of  fuf- 
picion  in  Anne.  Leftocq  had  previoufly  ag« 
''pointed  the  day  of  the.  confecration  of  the 
waters  t  for  Elizabeth  to  make  her  appearance 
publicly  as  claimant  of  the  throne,  to  put  hcr- 
felf  at  the  head  of  her  followers,  to  aflert  hn 
i^ight  to  the  fucceffion  by  a  public  declaration, 
and  to  caufe  herfelf  to  be  proctaimcf!  empref^. 

*  Oa  tbr  4tk  of  DecttsWr* 
-f  The  6th  of  January  X74^« 

But 
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Bot  no  fooner  (fid  he  learn  from- Elizabeth  the 
|¥ibje£t  of  this  converfation,  than  he  would  hear 
pf :  no  farther  delays,  redoubled  his  afbivity,  got 
daily  mor6  partizans  for  Elizabeth,  by  means  of 
Imich  gold,   and  inculcated  it  more  forcibly 
ll^ftn  ev«r  upon  her  that  there  was  now  no  time  for  . 
tieiitfttion  unlefs  fhe  would  give  up  all  for  loft. 
}{e  told  her  that  the  guards  were  foon  to  march 
towards  Sweden,  and  that  fhe  would  thus  lofe 
thofe  on  whofe  aififtance  (he  reckoned  mod; 
adding,  that  this  alone  was  reafon  fuffident  for 
accelerating  the  cataflrophe*    Elizabeth,  appear- 
ing to  be  flill  irrefolute,  Leftocc}  the  next  morn- 
ing  pulled  out  of  his  pocket-book  a  card,  on  one 
iide  whereof  he  had  drawn  Elizabeth  in  a  nun's 
habit,  furrounded  by  a  number  of  gibbets ;  oil 
.|he  other,  that  princefs  with  the  crown  on  her 
bead  attended  by  a  circle  of  nobles:  a  contra 
vance  by  which  he  meant  tacitly  to  fugged  to 
her  the  choice  of  one  or  the  other  pf  thefe  fitu- 
^itions^  for  herfelf  and  her  frien(js ;  that  all  d^ 
pended  on  a  moment,  and  if  that  moment  were 
fuflfered  to  efcape  no  choice  would  remain,  but 
.the  former  would  inevitably  be  their  portioiu 
Upon  this,  Elizabeth  feemed  refolved  to  put  all 
^o  the  hazard  for  obtaining  the  crown ;  and,  as 
the  revolution  occafioned  by  the  apprehending 
pf  Biren  by  itight  had  been  Quietly  efie£ked 

'  '      without 


ijrithout  bloodlhed,  the  noflurnal  filenceitxm 
thought  wotild  be  favourable  to  the  prefent 
attempt ;  and  the  following  night,  between  th^ 
fifth  and  lixth  of  December,. was  fixed  upon 
for  the  executk)n  of  this  important  projeft,  ith 
which  Leftocq  undertook  the  principal  part,  ia 
the  expectation,  if  all  fncceeded,  of  honours  and 
rewards,  but  in  cafe  of*  a  mifcarriage,  of  certain 
death.  He  now  prepared  his  accomplices  and 
adherents,  went  in  the  evening  and  fetched  fome; 
thoufand'  ducats  from  the  french  ambaflador,  ih 
order  to  obviate  or  to  conquer  all  oppolition  and 
refiftance  by  that  powerful  application,  mon^ } 
then  repaired  to  the  apartments^  gf  the  priaceia 
£lizabeth,  and  intreated  her  to. follow  him  to 
take  pofleffion  of  her  ikcher's  throne.  £vdn 
now  Elizabeth  betrayed  her  want  of  fortitude ; 
Leftocq,  however,  at  length  got  the  better  of 
iier  fears.  She  threw  herfelf  proftrate  before.  % 
crucifix,  repeated  a  long  prayer,  got  up  perfectly 
compofed,  after  having  made  a  folemn  vow  tii9t 
AO  blood  (hould  be  fhed  in  this  attempt,  put.oo 
the  riband  of  the  order  of  St.  Catharine,  and 
placed  herfelf  in  a  fledge  with  a  chamberlain  by 
her  fide,  behind  which  two  grenadiers  ftepped 
vup  as  guards.  Leftocq  and  Schwartz  followed 
in  a  lecond  fledge.  They  drove  dire&ly  to  the 
barracks  of  the  preobrajeniki  guards*    At  fome 

diflance 
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diftance from  the  gate-way  the. fledges  (lopped 
fbott^  and  Elizabeth  proceeded  on  foot,  attended 
by  her  fled^e-party,  that  they  might  excite  the 
h&  attention.  Holding  the  crofs  in  her  hand 
•«—  by  which  fuch  great  things  had  already  fo 
often  been  performed  —  fhe  made  a  fpeech  to 
the  foldiers,  in ,  juflification  of  her  enterprize, 
to  place  herfelf  on  the  throne.  She  had  cer* 
tainly  much  to  advance  in  her  behalf;  and  it 
muft  naturally  have  made  great  impreffion  on 
the  native  Ruffians,  when  fhe  mentioned,  that, 
as  the  daughter  of  the  immortal  ^emperor  Peter 
the  Great,  (he  had  refolved  to  wield  the  feeptre 
of  her  father ;  that  though  flie  had  been  un- 
juftty  forced  afide  from  the  throne  by  a  foreign 
child,  and  though  diere  was  even  a  defign  <m 
foot  to  bury  her  in  a  convent,  yet  the  £uthful 
guards  were  they  by  whofe  affiftance  and  fuppott 
Ae  now  cheriflied  the  hope  of  afcending  the 
paternal  throne.  — -  A  part  of  the  guards  were 
already  made  acquainted  with  >be  bufinels,  and 
had  been  gained  over  to  efpoufe  it  by  money* 
fair  fpeeches,  promifes  and  rewards  on  one  fide, 
and  on  the  other  by  denunciations  of  cruel 
punifliments  in  cafe  of  oppofition ;  the  force  of 
furprife,  which  was  increafed  by  the  diftribution ' 
of  infiammatory  liquors  and  Elizabeth's  s^ble 
and  captivatmg  demeanor,  foon  brought  over  took 

of 


of  the  remainder.  'A  few  of  them,  bowefer, 
abfolutely  would,  not  be  either  bribed  or  per*, 
fuaded  to  hearken  to  Elizabeth's  pretenfiom  to 
the  throne,  as  the  young  emperor  was  ftill  alive. 
But,    being    greatly    overpowered    by    num- 
bers, they  were  manacled,  and.  the  party  pro^ 
ceeded   towards  the,  palace    inhabited  'by.  thei 
emperor  and  his  parents*    The  armod  fuite  by 
this  tin^e  confided  of  feveral  hundred  n^n.    All 
they  met  on  the  way  were  prefied  i;o  join  the 
train  that  nothing  might  be  betrayedt  and  ia 
this  manner  they  reached  the  palace ;  where  the 
fentineU  were  eafily  brought  to  cpmpliaacei  a$ ' 
the  foldiers  belpti|ging  to  the .  ponffMrators  threats 
en(|4   to ,  ttfe  .  violence  uniefs  ljt|ey  volunlfrily 
furxendered.  .  £)lizabeth.  r^rated  her  remoi^ 
ftrances,  and  -^  (he  y^  obeyed  as  monarch*   . 
Xhe  duke  and  his  fpoufe  were  now  rudely 
^waked  from  the  profound  fleep  in  which  they 
lay,  and  dragged  out  of  bed  •-«  the  latter  beiifg 
fcarceiy  allowed  time  to  cov^  herfdf  with  a 
gown,  while  the  former,  having  had  recourfe  to 
weapons,  was  carried  by  the  foldiers,  wrapped  in 
the  bed-clothes,  put  in  the  fledge,  into  which 
.  they  then  threw  fome  garments,  and  both  were 
now  conveyed  away,  as  prifoners  of  Elizabeth, 
into  the  palace  of  that  princeis,  where  th^ 
were  ftrongly  guarded*     Ivan^  the  innocent  ur- 

confcbus 
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canfdous  bey,  in  whofe  name  already  fo  ihjinf 
manifeftos  had  appeared^  of  which  he  could 
neither  underftand  nor  know  anything;  who^ 
with  no  ambition  to  flatter,  had  been  raifed  to 
the  imperial  purple,  and  was  now  without  con« 
ftemation  dethroned,  was  gently  fleeping  in  his 
cradle,  during  this  tranfa£tion,  which  doomed 
him  to  a  Ufe  of  mifery.  Elizabeth  bad  given 
orders  not  to  difturb  his  repofe,  and  feveral 
feldiers  aflxduoufly  ftood  watching  his  cradle ;  but 
hnmediately  on  his  awaking  EHzabeth  took  him 
with  her  to  her  palace,  that  ihe  might  fliew  him 
to  his  hxhct  and  mother*  —  Not  only  the  young 
emperor  and  his  parents,  but  aHb  the  two  grand 
promoters  of  Ivan's  fucceffion  and  the  regency 
of  Anne,  Oftermann,  and  Munich  ♦,  were  car* 
ried  off  without  much  noife  that  fame  night, 
and  on  the  marOial  was  literally  retaliated  what 
he  had  done  to  Biren  duke  of  Courland. 
The  fame  lot  befel  feveral  other  perfons^  as,  the 
brother  of  the  duke,  prince  Lewis  Ernefi:  of  Brunf« 


*  Munich  called  to  the  prifoners,  who  wanted  to  take 
'  him  prifoner :  <*  Put  up  y©ur  fwords,  you  fcoundrels,  or 
"  you  fhall  all  fall  vidlims  to  your  infolence  "  Only  the 
day  before  every  foldier  would  fiave  trembled  at  this  me- 
nace of  tfhe  f)eld-marfhal  -*•  at  prefent  they  lat^ghed  at  it  i 
ttidy  OB  h»  (h^wtng  a  relu&nce  to  Ubxmt^  they  puihcd 
him  f«rward»  and  even  repeatedly  ilnick  him. 

wick. 


trick  \  the  firft  lord  of  the  bed-chamber  hatott 
Munich  f,  the  fekh-marihars  fon,  and  Ibme  pther 
adherents  to  the  regency* 

Thu$,  under  favour  of  the  darkneis  and  filence 
of  the  nighty  this  great  revolution  was  effeded  at 
Peterlburg*     The  emperor  Ivan  and  his  parents  * 
were  now  in  captivity  to  a  princefs,  whofe  cle» . 
mency  was  their  only  hope.  .  The.  inhabitants 
of  the  refidence  heard  early  in  the  morning  of. 
the  important^    though  not  altogether  unex-^^ 
peded)  revolution ;  and^  as  only  one  year  before, 

*  In  the  mont|i  of  Jun«^  in  this  year,  he  ha^  heea 
tleded  duke  of  Courland,  and  thereupon  went  to  St.  Pe-* 
teHburgy  there  to  wai>  for  the  ratification  of  hta  eledion 
by  the  king  and  the  republic  of  Poland*  In  the  nean  time 
the  revoltttkm  happeiied»  bj  which  hit  brother  and  hit 
finally  were  reduced  to  axferf.  Lewio  too  was  tresited  at 
firft  like  a  prilbner ;  but  this  Jaftcd  not  long.  In  February 
1742  he  quitted  St«  Peteriburg^  and  went  back  to  Brunf* 
wick. 

f  Marflial  Munich  was  brought  to  his  trial  on  a  charge 
of  having  expended  too  much  money  on  the  army,  and  of 
having  been  the  death  of  a  great  iwmbelr  of  Ibldiers  in  gain^ 
ing  his  vifbries.  Tkis  is  cudily  fimflar  to  ttie  procefa 
brought  by  cardinal  Richelieu  againft  the  marfhal  de  Ma« 
tiUac.  Munich^  irritated  at  the  interrogatories  of  hia 
]ttdges»  £ud  to  themi  **  Diav  nf  your&lves  the  anfwera 
•<  you  would  have  me  to  madbe  and  I  will  figix  tho^u**  — <• 
l*hey  took  him  at  his  word^  he  figAsd  the  gnper,  and  was 
condemned  to  be  quartered* 

\  xn,*  lu  T  they 
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tbqr  bad  tlkoi  the  oath  of  aUegiance  fif  It 
Ivan  ^a  fuccefFor,  then  to  Biroi  as  regent,  and 
ihortly  after  to  Anne  in  the  fame  quality » .fa 
now  they  were  called  upon  to  fwear  fealty  to 
the  ntfW  emprefs  Elizabeth ;  which  was  done 
this  very  day  by  all  the  troops  ftationed  in  and 
about  St.  Peterfburg  *,  after  Elizabeth  had  pre- 
fented  herfelf  to  the  fenate  and  the  great  officers 
of  ftate  as  emprefs^  and  had  been  acknowledged 
by  them  as  fuch  without  contradiction.  In  the 
manifefto  publifhed  on  this  occafion  it  is  faid : 
The  emprefs  Anne  having  nominated  the 
grandfon  of  her  lifter,  a  child  bom  into  the 
world  only  a  few  weeks  before  the  emptefs^s 
^*  death,  as  fucceflbr  to  the  throne }  and  during 
^^  the  minority  of  whom  various  perfons  had 
^^  conduced  the  adminiftration  of  the  empire 
'^  in  a  manner  highly  iniquitous,  whence  dif- 
turbances  had  arifen  both  within  the  country 
and  out  of  it,  and  probably  in  time  ftill 
greater  might  arife ;  therefore  all  the  faithhil 
^'  fubjeds  of  Elizabeth,  both  in  fpiritual  and 
^^  temporal  ftadons,  particularlj^tbe  repments  cf 

^  '  At  the  foldiers  were  (houting j&wrrrai  before  the  pahce 
•f  the  emprefs,  the  little  Ivan  endeaToured  to  imitate  the 
vociferatiofay  on  which  Elizabeth  tenderly  (aid:  <*  Poor. 
^  babe»  thou  knoweft  not  that  thou  art  joining  the  wXt 
*^  that  js  raifed  at  thy  undoing !'' 

^  the 


<€ 
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^  the  life-guards^  had  unanimoufly  invited  her, 
^*  for  the  {yevention  of  all  the  mifchievous  con- 
'^  fequences  to  be  apprehended,  to  take  poC^. 
««  feffion  of  tjie  throne  of  her  father  as  neareft 
**  by  right  of  birth,  and  that  (he  had  accordingly 
^^  refolved  to  yield  to  this  unanimous  requeft  of 
^*  her  £uthful  fubje&s,  by  taking  pofleffion  of 
^^  her  inheritance  derived  from  her  parents  the 
^^  emperor  Peter  L  and  the  emprefs  Catharine.'' 

Another  manifefto  appeared  fhortly  after  of 
greater  length,  in  which  the  legitimacy  of  Eliza* 
beth's  acceiEon  to  the  throne  was  chiefly  grounded 
on  the  teftament  of  the  emprefs  Catharine  I.  her 
mother.  In  this  it  was  faid,  ^^  that  on  the  de* 
"  mife  of  Peter  II.  when  fhe  ought  to  have 
<<  fucceeded  *,  by  Oftermann's  malice  againft 

^  her, 

*  Thfo>  however,  is  not  in  &n€t  confbnnity  with  truth. 
This  teftament  hat  been  mentioned  abore,  p.  204.  Had 
Eh'zabeth  now  intended  to  ad  in  complete  purfuance  of  it^ 
fhe  would  have  caufed  the  young  duke  pf  Holfteiny  Peter^ 
to  come  to  Ruilia  and  had  him  crowned  emperor,  and  (he 
might  have  remained  his  guardian  and  recent  of  the  empire 
till  his  majority,  he  being  now-Jhly  thirteen.  This,  how- 
ever, (he  did  not,  but  referved  the  throne,  which  it  would 
have  been  dangerous  for  her  to  have  afoended ;  though  the 
•next  year  [1742]  (he  invited  the  fame  duke,  Peter  of  Hot 
dein,  her  (ifter's  fon,  to  Ruffia,  and  appointed  him  her  fuc- 
ceQbr.  -^  Bcfides,  Elizabeth's  accel&ofl  to  the  throne  was 
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^*  her,  Anne  was  ele^ed  i  and  afterwards,  when 
that  fovereign  was  attacked  by  a  n^ortal  ^- 
temper,  the  fame  Oftermann  appomted  2i 
**  fucceflbr  the  fon  of  prince  Anthony  LUric 
^'  of  Brunfwick  and  the  princefs  of  Mecklea- 
^'  burg  *,  a  child  only  two  months  old,  wb^ 
**  had  not  the  Jlighteji  claim  by  inheritance  to  the 
**  ruffian  throne ;  and,  not  content  with  this,  he 
^^  added,  to  the  prejudice  of  Elizabeth,  that 
^'  after  Ivan's  deaths  the  piinces  afterwards  bom 
^  of  the  faid  prince  of  Brutifwick,  and  th|e 
*^  princefs  of  Mecklenburg,  fhould  fucceed  to 
••  the  ruffian  throne,  whereas  eren  the  parents 
^  ihemfelves  had  not  the  fmaUefl  right  to  that 


even  a  proof  that  Peter  thi  Great's  law,  by  which  the 
fovereign  was  at  liberty  to  appoint  a  fucceflbr,  would  be- 
come only  a  fource  of  alterations  in  the  fucceffion  and  of  re- 
volutions in  the  government.  Elizabeth  therefore  appealed 
to  Catharine's  teftament.  —  The  emprefs  Anne  had  come 
to  the  crown  contrary  to  the  purport  of  this  teftament,  but 
as  emprels  had  alfo  the  right  to  nominate  her  fuc(;eflbr.  It 
is  faid,  indeed,  in  Elizabeth^s  manifefto,  that  Anne,  from 
extreme  weaknefs,  figned  a  teftament  forged  by  Oftermann ; 
but  Ivan  was  certainly  appointed  fucceflbr  by  Anne,  a  few 
weeks  before  her  death, 

< 

*  This  muft,  however,  have  founded  very  ontlandilh  in 
the  ears  of  a  true  born  Ruffian,  and  (hewn  the  cafe  of  Ivan 
and  his  parents  as  ftrange,  and  their  claim  to  the  throne  as 

invalid. 

**  throne* 
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^^  throne*     That  Ivan  va^s,  therefore^  by  th^ 
^  machinations    of  Oflermann   and  .^unl^b^ 
^  confirmed  emperor  in  October  1749;  ac4 
^  becaufe  the  feveral  regiments  of  gu^ds,  m 
^'  well  as  the  marching  regiments,  were  uQdey 
^^  the  command  of  Munich  and  the  lather  .of 
^^  Ivan,  and  confequently  the  whoje  force  of 
^^  the  empire  was  in  the  hands  of  thefe  two  perr 
<^  fons,  the  fubjefls  were  compelled  to  take  the 
^<  oath  of  allegiance  to  Ivan.    That  Anthony 
^  Ulric  and  his  fpoufe  had   afterwards  broke 
^*  this  ordinance,  to  which  they  tfaemfelves  h^ 
^'  fwom,  had  forcibly  fei^ed  upon  the  admioi^ 
^'  ftration  of  the  empire,  and  Anne  had  r«r 
*^  folved,  even  in  the  Ufe*time  of  her  fon  Ivan, 
f*  to  piace  ^herielf  ofi  die  throrie  as  emprefst 
^<  That  in  <x^  then  to  prevent  all  dangerous 
^  confequepoes  from  thefe  {^oceedings,  Elizap 
^^  beth  had  afceiided  the  throne,  and  of  her 
^  own  imperial  grace  had  ordered  the  frincefi 
^^  with  her  fan  and  daughter  tc  fit  Qut  for  their 

* 

♦*  native  country.^^ 

However  this  was  not  done ;  neither.  Anne, 
nor  her  hufi)and>  nor  her  Ion  Ivan  ever  law 
Germany  again :  apd  this  appears  to  be  the  pro* 
pereft  place  briefly  to  relate  the  fubfequent  for* 
^es  of  this  iinhappy  &mily. 

T3  Op 


-  On  the  twdfth  of  December  they  were  coii«. 
duded  from  St.  Peterfburg,  and  armed  at  Riga; 
the  6th  of  January  17429  from  which  pkure  it 
wa8  their  moft  eameft  wiih  to  proceed  to  Ger« 
many,  preparations  having  already  been  made  at 
Berlin  for  their  reception*.    Elizabeth,  how- 
ever, had  in  the  interim  changed  her  mind,  and 
detained  them  there  in  cuftody;  in  order  by 
their  means,  as  was  reported,  to  obtain  an  elu- 
ddation  of  feveral  matters  which  flie  want^  to 
have  explained.    The  princely  captives  made 
two  feveral  attempts  to  efcape :  but  both  were 
fruftrated;    and,  as  was  reafonable  to  expeA, 
were  followed  by  a  clofer  confinement  in  the 
citadel  of  Riga,  where  they  now  could  only 
enjoy  the  open  air  in  the  garden,  and  w^«  kept 
under  the  infpeftton  of  a  numerous  command. 
Applications  were  made  to  no  purpofe  by  th^ 
courts  of  Berlin,  Vienna,  and  London  for  their . 
enlargement:   though    Elizabeth    woul4   have 
yielded  to  their  fojlickations  to  fet  the  duke  at 
liberty,  but  Anne  znd  the  children  ihe  was  ab- 
folutely  determined  not  to  liberate ;  and  only  on 
that  condition  would  Anthony  Ulric  accept  of 
a  deliverance.    Some  attempts  being  afterwards 

*  The  king  of  Frafiu  was  breUwt.ii.liw  to  the  duke. 

difcovcredi 
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AfcoTer<ia,  wen,  at  Bt.  Fteterftm^,  ta  dethrone 
Elkabetb,  a&d  to  r^catt  the  fonner  adminiftraliors^ 
of  die  goYemmaic^  the  emprefii  was  ^1  more* 
emlHttered  againft  the  cje^led  bxaSf^  Thcf 
wart  conrefed  [1743]  to  Duiuimund,  where 
thdr  imprifonmeat  ww  ftiU  dofler  and  moxc^ 
fevere :  from  this  fortrefe  they  were  r«u>ved  to 
Kolmogqry,  an  kland  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Drina  in  the  Whke4iBa»  about  fifty  miles  frook 
Atchangd,  Here  Anne  died  in  child-bed  in 
1746^  a  prey  to  grief  and  melancholy »  prin^- 
dpally  owing  to  the  privatioA  c^  her  eldeft  fpo. 
Ivan,  who  had  been  takea  fioni  tii$  parents  and 
ihut  tip  in  a  monaftery  at  Qranienbuig.  Her 
hulband  furvived  till  1775,  when  he  finifhed  his 
calatnitons  career  in  prifon.  The  death  of  Anne 
feemed  for  a  moment  to  affuage  the  refentment 
of  the  implacable  monarch:  ihe  caufisd  the 
cotpfe  to  be  brought  to  St.\Peteribi|rg,  where 
it  was  depofited  with  due  rites  ia  the  imperial 
fepulchre,  and  (he  herfelf  attended  the  inter-* 
inent. 

The  dedironed  Ivaa  eoadnued  to  live  from 
1744,  fitr  froni  his  parents  in  the  monaftery  at 
OranieAburg,  Where  he  was  brought  up  in  fuch 
feclufion  that  his  mental  powers  were  left  totally 
unemployed.  He  was  not  allowed  either  to 
li^te  or  to  rea({.    A  monk  of  the  convert 

7  4  thought 
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ibou^t  to  make  ^  fortune  by  denying  off  the 
ui^rtunate  prince  j  b^t  the  attempt  was  attended 
by  rain  to  himfelf,  and  additional  horror  to  the 
doleful  fituation  of  Ivan.  Being  taken  at  Smor 
lenlk)  they  were  brought  back,  and  poor  Ivan 
traa  made  dearly  to  expiate  the  projed  that  had 
been  undertaken  without  hh  knowledge  or  con- 
ittt,  A  dungeon  in  the  caiUe  of  Schluflelburg 
was  now  affigned  him  for  his  difmal  abode ;  and 
he  was  here  fo  cldfely  immured,  that  he  might  be 
faid  to  be  literally  buried  alive  in  a  fubterranean 
vault  into  which  no  beam  of  the  fun  could  ever 
ftray,  paiBing  his  time  in  total  inadion,  by  the 
gloomy  light  of  a  huiip,  which  fo  far  from 
cheering  hiis  mind  feemed  calculated  only  to 
plunge  it  into  deeper  defpair,  by  (hewing  him 
fomewhat  more  diftinftly  the  horrors  of  his 
fituation.  He  rarely  knew  whether  it  was  day 
ior  night,  any  more  than  what  was  the  hour ; 
fUdom  could'  the  officers  and  foldiers  that  were 
on  guard,  for  the  fake  of  mitigating  a  Utde  the 
cruelty  of  his  fituation,  tranfiently  converfe 
^th  him  oti  the  moft  indifferent  topics:  for 
)dl  ^comrfe  with  him  was  utterly  forbidden. 
He  could  fcarcely  ever  obtain  permiflion  to 
behold  for  a  few  moments  the  bleffed  light  of 
heaven^  and  to  br^the  the  free  air  in  the  in- 
clofed  court  of  the  fortrcfs.    How  ?an,  the  leaft 

doubt 
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doubt  be  entertained^  that  the  mind  of  thi^ 
prince^  bv  fuc|i  a  courfe  of  life,  muft  take  z 
diredion  peculiar  to  itfelf,  bordering  on  de- 
ipondency,  fullennefs,  mifanthropy,  abfenejSt 
and  confuru}n*?    }ic  occurred  frequendy  lo 

the 

•  Catharine  11.  likewife  convcrfed  with  him  once  vjh 
known,  and  the  following  was  the  refult  of  this  vifit,  as 
publifhed  in  a  manifcfto  of  that  time:  '<•  After  we  had 
*^  afcended  the  throne,  and  offered  up  to  heaven  our  juft 
**  thankfgivings>  the  firfl  obje^  that  employed  our  thoughts^ 
^*  in  confequence  of  that  humanity  which  is  natural  to  us, 
**  was  the  unhappy  fituation  of  that  prince,  who  was  dc- 
**  throned  by  the  divine  providence,'  and  had  been  unfertii* 
f  ^  nate  ever  iince  his  birth ;  and  we  formed  the  refolutioa 
<^  of  alleviating  his  mtsfortuncs,  as  far  as  was  poflible*  We 
"^  immediately  made  a  vifit  to  him,  in  order  to  judge  of  his 
**  underftanding  and  talents ;  and,  in  confequence  thereof, 
**  to  procure  him  an  agreeable  and  quiet  (ituation,  fuitable 
**  to  his  charaf^er,  and  the  education  he  had  received* 
**  But  how  great  was  our  fuiprife,  when,  befidcs  a  dcfieft 
*<  in  his  utterance,  that  was  uneafy  to  himfelf,  and  rendered 
^<  his  difcourfe  almoft  unintelligible  to  others,  we  obferved 
**  in  him  a  total  privation  of  fenfe  and  reafon  ]  Thofe  who 
**  accompanied  us,  during  this  interview,  &w  how  much  our 
'<  heart  fuffered  at  the  contemplation  of  an  objt£k  To  fitted  to 
'*  excite  compaffion ;  they  were  alfo  convinced,  that  the 
^  only  meafure  we  could  take  to  fuccour  the  unfortunate 
.  **  prince,  was  to  leave  him  where  we  found  liim,  and  to 
<(  procure  him  aH  the  comforts  and  conveniencies  that  his 
^*  filiation  would  admit  of.  We  accordingly  gave  our 
f  *  orders  for  tbit  pttrpo&t  though  the  ikate  he  was  In  pre- 

**  vente4 
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tllB  thoughts  of  Elizabeth,  who  eauftd  hinr 
twice  to  be  btought  facretly  to  8t  PeterffMirgy 
where  (he  talked  with  him»  without  letthig  him 
know  who  (he  was  ;  but,  for  his  liberation^  for 
the  alleviation  of  his  horrible  —  unmerited  -^ 
doom,  fhe  did  nothing.  Peter  III.  who  (hortly 
after  his  acc^ifion,  went  and  made  him  a  vifit 
likewif^,  without  being  Known  to  Ivafi,,  in  the 
determination  fpmewhat  to  better  hii  condition, 
by  granting  him  the  fmall  boon  he  requefted, 
the  enjoyment  of  the  free  air  within  the  caftle. 
Fetf r  accordingly  gave  orders  to  build  a  fmal) 
Ijpufe,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  prince,  in 
^n  angle  of  the  fortrefs ;  but  his  own  death 
defeated  this  laudable  purpofe.  Two  years 
afterwards,'  Ivan  alfo  was  cruelly  ailaffinated, 
and  thus  fuddenly  delivered  from  a  life  that  had 
forded  him^  from  his  very  birth.  To  few  fatisfao- 
tions,  being  rather  one  continued  tiiJUe  of  cala* 
mhies  and  forrow. 


•^  vented  his  perceiving  the  marks  of  our  humanity,  or 
*•  being  fenfible  of  our  attention  and  care ;  for  he  knew 
<*  nobody,  could  not  diftingui(h  between  good  and  cyilt  nor 
'*  did'he  know  the  ufe  that  might  be  made  of  reading,  to 
^  pafs  the  time  with  lefs  wearinefa  and  difguft  ;  on  the  con< 
•*  trary,  he  fought  after  pleafure  in  objcdb  that  difcoveredy 
•*  with  fufficient  evidence,  the  dlforder  of  his  imagination.'* 
Sec  lAft  of  C^thariot  II.  vol.  i.  p.  504.  fourth  edit. 

A  lieu* 
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-A  lieuceDam,  named  Mirotitch^  thinldng 
hxmfelf  negledted  as  an  office,  conceived  a  plan 
tQ  rcnnge^  himfelf  on  the  €tnpTe6  Catharine  IL 
by  delivering  the  captive  Ivan  from  his  diihgeop, 
and  replacing  him  on  thje  throne.  A  plan, 
which,  befides  the  extraordinary  difficulties  with 
which  it  muft  be  attended,  feemed  utterly  imr 
Ukely  to  fucceed ;  as  the  manner  of  life  to  which 
that  prince  had  all  along  been  condemned,  dit 
qualified  him  for  ever  for  the  ftation  of  a  ruler. 
Yet  Mirovitch,  capable  of  any  attempt,  however 
tnconfiderate,  to  which  he  was  prompted  by  his 
irindidive  fpirit,  found  means  to  gain  over  a  few 
accomplices  to  his  raih  defign.  The  tmprelk 
being  gone  on  a  journey  into  Livonia  in  1 764, 
and  he  happening  then  to  have  a  command  at 
Schluflfelburgy  for  ftrengthening  the  guard  at 
that  fortrefs,  whereby  he  had  frequent  opportu- 
cities  for  making  hinifcif  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  place  of  Ivan^s  confinement,  caufed  the 
foldiers  of  his  command  to  be  rouzed  in  the 
night,  and  read  to  them  a  pretended  order  from 
the  emprefs  commiilioning  him  to  fet  the  prince 
at  liberty. 

The  foldiers  thus  taken  by  furprife,  were  induced 
by  threats,  promifes,  and  intoxicating  liquors,  to 
believe,  what  however  on  the  flighteft  reflefbion 
jnuft  have  (truck  them  as  the  grofleft  abfurdtty. 

Headed 
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Heade4  by  Mirovitcb,  they  proceeded  to  the  cell 

of  Ivan.      The   commandant  of  the  fortrefs^ 

waked  out  of  his  fleep  by  the  unexpected  alarm, 

immediately  on  his  appearing,  received  a  blow 

with  the  butt  end  of  a  muiket,  which  flruck  him 

to  the  ground ;  and  the  two  officers  that  had  the 

guard  of  the  prifdner  were  ordered  to  fubmit. 

Here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  officers  wbofe 

turn  it  was  to  have  cuftody  of  him,  had  uni- 

fdrmly,  frpm  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  fecret  orders 

given  them,  that  if  any  thing  fhould  be  attempted 

in  favour  of  the  prince,  rather  to  put  him  to 

4eath  than  fuffer  him  to  be  carried  oE     They 

now  thought  themfelves  in  that  dreadful  pret 

dicament ;  and  the  prince>  who  wh^i  an  infant 

of  nine  weeks,  was  taken  from  the  calm  lepofe 

of  the  cradle  to  be  placed  on  an  imperial  throne, 

was  likewife  fail  locked  in  the  arms  of  fleep 

when  that  throne  was  taken  from  him  only  one 

year  afterwards,  and  now  alfo  enjoying  a  fhort 

refpite  from  mifery  by  the  fame  kind  boon  of 

fiature,  when  he  was  awakened  —  by  the  thrufl 

pf  a  fword;    and,  notwithfianding  the  brave 

refiftance  he  made,  clofed  his  eyes  for  ever  by 

the  frequent  repetition  of  the  ftroke.     Such  was 

ihe  lamentable  end  of  this  unfortunate  prince ! 

of  this  ruffian  monarch !  The  event  excited  great 

animadverfion  throughout  the  refidence,  every 

unbis^ed 
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ftnbSafl^d  perfon  bewailed  the  youth  fo  ixmocently 
put  to  death ;  and  inceflant  crowds  of  people 
0ocked*to  fee  his  body  in  the  church  of  the  fortrefs 
of  Schluflelburg.  The  government  was  at  length 
obliged  to  (leal  it  away  by  night  for  inhumatioa 
in  a  monaftery  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
town.  Mirovitch  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  enter^ 
prife  with  his  head  *. 

We  Ihall  now  refume   the  thread  of  our 
hiftory. 

Whatever  feverity  the  emprels  Elizabeth 
ihewed  againfl:  the  depofed  regent,  her  fpoufe^ 
and  their  family,  and  though  fhe  had  banifhed 
the  chiefs  of  the  late  adminiftration,  Oftermaon 
and  Munich^  to  Siberia ;  yet,  on  the  other  hand, 
fhe  recalled  many  thoufands  who  had  been  lent 
to  pine  out  their  days  in  thofe  dreary  regions, 
.  under  the  late  regency ;  among  whom  were 
even  two  ,Dolgorukies,  whom  (he  reinftaced  in 
their  pods.  What  Munich  and  Oftermann  had 
been,  under  the  foregoing  governments,  Beftu- 

*  Ivan  bad  itill  two  brothers  and  two  fifters,  who  re- 
mained in  prifon  with  their  parents,  three  of  them  bein|r 
bom  during  their  imprifonment.  It  was  not  till  the  year 
1776  that  they  were  permitted  by  Catharine  II.  to  go  to 
Horfens  in  Yutlandi  to  their  aunt  the  do\^ager  queen  Jultt 
«na  of  Denmark,  on  which  occaHon  the  emprefs  fettled  oa 
them  a  penfion. 

chef 
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chef  v^s  now.  As  the  friend  of  Birefli  fie  hid 
been  exiled  with  him^  but,  on  Munich's  difgrace^ 
was  liberated  and  recalled  by  the  regent  Anne. 
Elizabeth  appointed  him  now  vice-chancellor, 
and  foon  after  promoted  him  to  thef  high  office 
of  grand-chancellor }  in  which  ftation  he  for 
many  years  fuccefHvely  dire£ted  the  affairs  of  the 
ruflian  government,  almofl;  entirely  at  his  own  will* 
.  Elizabeth,  defirous  of  making  herfelf  beloved 
diroughout  the  nation,  by  reftoring  all  things  as 
they  had  been  under  Peter  I.  reinftated  the 
direfting  fenate  eftablifhed  by  that  monarchy 
but  whofe  province  had  been  very  much  con- 
traded  by  the  council  ereftcd  by  Catharine  L 
and  afterwards  by  the  cabinet  under  Anne,  in 
its  full  privilege  of  condufting  the  affairs  of  the 
country,  and  fixed  the  number  of  its  members  at 
fourteen.  The  foreign  concerns  were  moftly 
managed  by  the  chancellor  Cherkafkoy  and 
Beftuchef,  afterwards  by  the  latter  alone  :'fhe 
alfo  erefted  a  council  of  conference.  L^75^*!I 

It  was  expe£led  that  Elizabeth  would  proceed 
to  fulfil  her  fecond  promife,  of  keeping,  as  much 
as  poflible,  all  foreigners  from  holding  offices 
tinder  government :  but  this  had  like  to  have 
been  attended  with  very  fad  confequences,  ara 
niore  extenfive  interpretation  was  given  to  it, 
than  :was  intended  by  that  princefs.     The  guards, 

6  for 
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Sox  tli^  mpft  part  natives,  w^e  particularly  in* 
cenfed  at  the  ibrejgn  officers*  Elizabeth,  to 
fhew  her  gratitude  to  the  preobn^eniki  guards 
for  the  ajliftance  they  had  given  her  in  mounting 
the  throne,  had  honoured  the  troop  of  grena-* 
diers  with  the  name  of  the  life-company,  in« 
creafed  them  to  300  men,  appointed  herfelf  their 
colonel,  afligning  at  the  fame  time  to  every 
common  man  the  rank  of  noblefle  and  of  lieu- 
tenant, and  to  the  petty  officers  and  officers  of 
this  company  an  equality  with  thofe  of  higher 
rank  in  the  army.  Intoxicated  with  thefe  marki 
of  favour,  they  confidered  them  as  the  bare 
reward  of  their  great  fervices;  and  fuppofing 
themfelves  now  the  favourites  of  the  emprefs,  they 
rioted  in  all  kinds  of  exorbitances,  extorting 
money  from  wealthy  perfons,  maltreating  every 
body  who  did  not  aft  juft  as  they  would  have 
him,  and  behaving  with  the  greateft  rudenefs 
and  infolence,  particularly  to  the  foreigners  ia 
the  army.  Nay,  while  the  emprefs  was  at  Mofco, 
they  proceeded  fuch  lengths  that  they  even 
formed  the  mad  refolution  to  murder  all 
the  foreigners;  which,  indeed,  they  began  to 
put  in  execution,  by  attacking  and  wounding 
fi|veral.  Elizabeth,  therefore,  was  under  the 
neceffity  of  ufmg  harfh  methods,  and  of  making 
declaration,  ^*  that  (he  was  fo  far  from  tolerating 

«  this 
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^  this  fenfdj^\  conduft,  that  (he.  sever  fhoufd 
^  forget  how  much  the  foreigners  had  coDtti- 
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^  biited  to  the  beneficial  changes  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  ruffian  empire.  That,  though 
her  fubjeda  fliould  at  all  times  enjoy  her 
graces  in  preference  to  foreigners,  yet  the 
foreigners  who  were  in  her  fervice  were .  as 
^  dear  to  her  as  her  fubjeds,  and  might  rely 
^  on  her  prote£Uon/*  The  hatred  againfl 
foreigners  manifefted  itfdf  even  afterwards  ftiil 
more  frequently  in  the  army,  but  was  as  often 
happily  fupprefied. 

The  war  with  the  king  of  Sweden,  which  had 
been  begun  under  the  late  regency,  was  not  yet 
terminated,  and  at  prefent  only  interrupted  by 
both  armies  retiring  into  quarter^  for  the  winter^ 
Hie  Swedes,  indeed,  entertamed  great  hopes 
from  the  new  emprefs,  to  whofe  acceffion  they 
thought  they  had  greatly  co-operated  by  their 
rtianifefto.  The  french  ambaffador  at  St.  Peierf- 
burg,  whom  the  emprefs  very  much  efteemed, 
Ilkewife  employed  every  effort  to  work  upon 
£!izabeth  In  their  favour,  and  a  cefiation  of 
hoftilities  was  obtained  at  the  opening  of  the  year 
1742,  during  which  it  was  intended  to  negotiate 
a  peace.  Biit  EKzabeth  proved  far  more  jMfr* 
'  complying  than  Sweden  had  expefled.  Swedei^ 
required  the  treaty  of  Nyftadt  to  be  annuUec^  ^r 
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at  leaftfaave  all  Finland  and  Vyborg  gtvdi  back* 
Elizabcdi,  howevtr^  having  but  jnft  aicGeded  td 
the  tiirone  of  Ptotcr  tbe  Onatt^  her  father^  mi 
not  ia^ined  to  give  up  thofe  coimtriet^  wfaidftfae; 
after  toilfome  exertions,  hadravifliedftomSwedea; 
Sbe  eafily  perceiYed  that,  in  ib  doing.  An  would 
have  badly  recomoiended  faerfelf  to  the  nation^ 
and  vBould  have  afled  juft  as  unvifely  as  Peter  UL 
aftervrards  did,  when,  at  the  very  commencement 
of  his  reign,  he  fliewed  hk  magnaniinity  towards 
the  king  of  Praflia.  But,  as  Sweden  might 
poifibly  bxfc  been  requefted  by  Leftocq  to  fiip^ 
port  Eliaabeth^s  preteniioiM,  in  cafe  of  neceflity^ 
wit&  an  armed  force,  and  as  it  was,  therefore^ 
now  intended  to  gratify  her  in  this  matter,  ia 
return  for  her  complai&nce,  though  that  necef* 
fity  did  not  occur^  yet  Elizabeth  offered  to  pay 
her  a  coafideirable  fom  of  money,  if  (he  would 
coqfent  to  8»ke  pe^ce,  without  infifting  on  any 
refliitutiQ9  of  cottntry.  To  thjs  propofftl  Swed^ 
would  not  ^ODiply ;  thinking,  though  on  what 
Iponndi  it  is  impoffible  tp  ioMgine,  unleft  ihe 
w^  in  ey^pe&atipQ,  perhaps,  pf  a  cpunt^-revof* 
iucion,  that  ihe  hgd  a  right  to  j^maB4  foor^; 
and,  therefore,  hoftilities,  which  .had  be9  intof^ 
r^tpted  by  the  armifti^e  till  the  frrft  ^  :lifarch, 
pn  the  wcpkatioii  pf  ths^  tet  19  were  re^eF^. 
Though  $he  ^wodff  had  ^M  w^  fu<^  io^ope- 
voL.  u.  V  eeivabfe 
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ceivable  ftupidity  in  the  former  campaign,  they 
prbceeded  in  the  fimie  manner  now;  and  the 
total  ignorance  in  the  art  of  war,  that  had  been 
fhtwn  by  their  commanders  then,  was  no  kfc  * 
flagiaiit  on  the  prefcnt  occafioa*   «The  fwedifli 
trooftt  were  fb  carelefsly  difperfed  in  winter- 
qoarteiB,  at  great  diftances  from  each  other,  that 
they  were  not  nearly  all  ailembled,  when  Ltfty 
had  again  made  an  incurfion  into  Finland.;  and 
even  after  they  had  completed  their  junffion,  this 
Swedes  behaved  with  fo  little  bravery,  that  they 
abandoned  one  fortified  place  after  another,  to 
the  purfuing  Ruflians,  till .  they  were  at  length 
furrotmded.by  the    enemy   near  Hdfisgfors* 
They  had  even,  according  to  cuftom  in  thefe 
campaigns,  refolved  to  retreat  from  thence  U} 
Abo ;  but  a  boor  of  Finland  betrayed  to  the 
ruffian  general  another  way  to  Abo,  by  which  he 
might  reach  that  phce  before  the  Swedes.    ^Fhe 
Ruffians  took  that  road ;  and  the  Swedes,  How 
sCUt  off  from  Abo,  were  obliged  to  turn  back  to 
the  walls  of  Helfingfors.     Here  they  for  ibme 
time  kept  up.  a  communication  with  Swedor; 
but  of  diis  iikewife  they  were  foon  deprived  by 
d)e  ruffian  fl^et. 

During  this  Campaign  EBzabeth  alfo  made 
ah  attempt  to  draw  off  the  Finns  entirely  from 
Sweden-   In  a  tnamfefto  winch  ihe  caufed  to  be 

•  difperfed. 
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f  (bejaccttfed  the  fvcdiflLgovenuaeatof 
««  haling  begun  an  unjoft  war  j  and  thongji  due 
'^  cmprefft  had .  confented  to  ami.  amuftice,  and 
<<  ofl^ed  to  come  to  terms  of  accommodaliony 
''  jet  the  court  of  Sweden  infifted  on  war. 
^  Though  certainly  the  whole  kingdom  was* 
^*  not  pacifically  inclined^  yet  flie  was  perfuaded 
^*  that  the  inhabitants  of  Finland,  who  fiiffiBred 
'^  moil  by  the  war,  were  hes^^  defirous  of 
*^  peace*  The  emprefe^  therefore,  made  them 
^*  the  propofkl,  diat  they  ftould  remain  quiet 
"  during  .the  war^  neither  acting  inimically 
*^  againft  the  Ruffians,  oor  ghing  fuocour.  to 
**  the  Swedes  ^^  if  they  agreed  to  'this,  then 
<<  Elizabeth  woald  affift  them  in  becoming  a 
^^  free  and  independeni  nation^  living  in  future 
'^  under  the  pr^ieakn  of  Riiffia/'  R,uffia 
indcsd  might  hope,  and  have  reafon  to  ejpe£^ 
that  if  Finland  were  once  under  rufian  prgitec* 
tion,  it  might  foon  be  converted  into  a  ruffian 
province^  and  .then  its  independence  would  not 
certainly  be  alarming  to  hs  neighbours,  or  it^ 
liberty  dai^arous  to  itfelE  In  coniequence  of 
this,  the  king  of  Sweden  publifhed  a  <;punter« 
manifeAo,  adiuoniihiiig  the  Finns  ^^  not.  so 
*^  liaffer  them^lyes  to  be  milled  by  empty  pro« 
miiiss,  jof, future  independence,  but  to  continue 
happy  19  the  enjoyment  of  their  prefent  con^ 
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tfitereby,  md  by  cbt  d^ltradoii,  that  Elisnbeih 
httfelf  had  bwken  the  truce,  to  efftce  tiie  ki- 
prdliofi  of  the  ruffian  mtnifiifto. 

f  n  the  nleanrimei^  that  mamfefto  had  not  been 
lb  diHgetrtly  difpeifed,  trithottt  makii^  feme 
impr^on ;  amt^  though  the.  Finiis  took  no 
itieaf^res,  yet  Sweden  could  not  be  altogedier 
fccure  that  they  m^t  not  hearitea  to  the  <^ers 
df  R^iffia.  H<^ever)  the  ravages  and  ilevafta- 
tloAs  committed  by  the  ruffian  troops  in  fiahuid, 
'  \refre  by  no  means  caknhted  to  give  the  Foma  a 
rerypleanng  idea  of  the  ruffian  fufM-emacy. 
Upwards  of  tm>  hundred  villages,  bfefides  fingle 
hotifes,  were  buntt  by  the  ruffians* 

The  fwedifli  araiy  being  forrounded  near 
|Ie!ifibgfors,  and'deprived  of  alt  means  of  forcmg 
a  paflage  through  the  ruffian  troops,  ^oih  by 
hnd  and  watte,  no  hope  of  delivcfrance  wai  left, 
bilt  by  negotiation.  The  two  fwedA  gmesals, 
Levenhaupt  and  Buddembrok,  whowerd<repmted 
at  Stockholm  to  be  ^he  authors  of  ^he  unfa- 
vt^urabte  pofition  of  the  army,  w^^  dMiaiffisd  by 
the  government,  and  the  command  vmt  given 
4o  a^dther  ^officer,  who  thought  he  «>uM  do 
ticPrtiing  better  than  capituhtte*  Thns,  the 
fwetfifti  tro€yps,  lately  fo  confident  tf  yt/mqwaAiag 
the  R-uffians,  were^  now  iattsfied  widi  bdng 
•  -  •  allowed 
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(flowed  to  return  wfth  theiif  mm  to  Sw<4^ 
under  promife  of  rakiiig  no  faYtha*  (hare  in*  the 
tear,  fo  \Mg  as  it  fliould  4aft«  ^  Tins  vas  est* 
tainly  an  event,  leafli  of  all  expe£fccd  by  the  fwe** 
difli  government,  tluMigh  their  whole  cQiidu£^ 
daring  the  war  rendered  il  moft  probable ;  and 
Sweden  was  at  fM^efent  compelled  to  make  peaee 
whenever  Raffia  fhoold  be  inclined  to  conieat  to 
it.  Finland  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Ruffians* 
the  fwediih  army  in  part  tied  up  from  ferving, 
^  the  Fuins  obliged  to  remain  inaAive,  and  the 
Dalecarlians  refvfing  to  enlift,  it  was  eafy  for  the 
Ruffians  to  prefs  forward  into  Sweden;  £Iiza« 
beth,  however,  was  more  difpofed  to  a  pacifica* 
tion  than  to  continue  the  war,  but^  availing  her* 
felf  of  the  advantages  gained  by  her  foldiers, 
would  hearken  to  no  other  terms*  than  the  eve* 
cuatiom  of  a  great  part  of  Finland  by  the 
8wodeBt 

The  Sfnedes  were  now  reduced  to  no  fmal| 
perplexity,  as  Ruffia  had  a  right  to  infift  on  the 
herdeft  conditions :  they  iaw  no  means  of  eva* 
fion.  Forcunaifly  for  them,  jufl  at  this  juii& 
ture*  an*  aoeidestal  ^cumftance  arofe^  which 
occa^oned  Huffia  to  agree  to  an  equifaUe 
accQBKhodation ;  aud  this  was  no  other  than  9^ 
fodden  refokuion  adopted  in  Sweden,  as  the 
king  was  entirelycfaUdlefs,  to  fettle  the  fi^^fffiffl 
duHng  his  UJstiiine.    For  th«  ^)ke  oi  gaining 
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bfo\xt  with  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  the  diet  mad^ 
choioe  of  the  young,  duke  of  HaUleiu  ^etHK^ 
^thony  Peter  Ulric,  u  heir  to  the  fwediih 
thitme.  Prior  to  this,  l>owever,  I^Unbeth  had 
myited  that  prince  kito  Ruilia,  for  the  purpofii 
of  makvig  him  her  fucceflbr.  Peter  received  a 
deputiatioii  from  Sweden,  with  an  offer  to  hini  of 
the  tbrone  of  their  country  —  but  he  had 
ahreadj  undergone  the  ceremony  of  converfion 
to  the  orthodox  greek  church,  and  Elizabeth 
iras  not  inclined  to  let  him  quit  Rufiia:  h^ 
therefore,  thanked  the  fw^diih  nation  for  thor 
kind  imenik>n$,  and  remained  in  Ruflia.  Could 
he  but  have  had  a  .glimpfe  into  futurity,  how 
diferent  mud  have  been  his  r^lution!  In 
confequence  of  this  refiifid,  Elizabeth  recom- 
,  mended  the  Swedes  to  choofe  her  relation,  the 
biihopof  Lubeck,  uncle  to  Peter  HI.  for.  their 
king  i  and  the  Swedes  had  reafon  to  expefl  a 
peace  cm  moderate  terms,  if  theji  complied  trith 
the  wiih  of  Elizabeth. 

The  majority  of  the  Swedilh  nation^  however, , 
had  no  inclination  for  this  candidate  propofed  to 
them  by  Ruflia.  There  was,  on  the  ccmttary^ 
every  appearance  that  Denmark  and  Sweden 
would  again  be  united,  as  moft  of  the  Swedes 
were  defiious  of  having  the  hereditary  prinoe  ef 
Denmaik  on  their  throne ;  and  the  Dalecarlians 
^en  btokt  out  in  opei)  infi^rre^Uon  on  that 
;  .    .  ^       .  account, 
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ictouaV  fuJOied  iirtt>  (he  tftphtf  ;^  ^mdf  ibfiMfly 
iafifted  on  the  ele^Hcm  of  tl^  dtfifli  {ttiin^ 
Denmark,  who  wiflidd  for  a  renewal  of  die 
^eaty  of  Kalmar,  made  a  number  of  apparently 
advantageous  propofals ;  and  Rnfia,  chef^re^ 
feeing  the  negotiation  for  peace  vm»  Ifkely  to  bd 
delayed,  took  up  arms  agam  in  the  year  1 743^ 
in  order  tb  profeoute  the  war  with  vigour,  id 
this  campaign  it  was  refolved  to  jMesapH  fimM 
great  expldt  with  the  fleet ;  but, '  as  an  armat-^ 
ment  war  alio  fitted  out  by  Sweden^  the  Rufiiam 
contented  themfelves  with  making  a  few  incdni)^ 
dabble  defcents  on  the  enemy'^  cdaftik  in  |uly 
the  election  of  the^  future  'king  Wa*  co'  comte  on  ai 
Stockholm ;  and  a  fwedifh  ambtfisidor^  Who  vM 
negotiating  a  pekce .  with  thd'  rtiflian  •  commif^ 
fioners  at  Ab<^,  at  length,^  by  a 'ftratagem^  took 
advantage  iX  the',a(:^prbd<A»ing  ele&ton,  to  de« 
terhifalO  tht  Rii^ns  for  fjeace,  by  pretending 
that  Detinibrfc  w^-ufing -eflbrts' to  fttiftrate  thd 
meafures  of  the  prefent  cohgreft,  in  order  to 
d*ry Wh«r'6Whdtfi^r-imai  as  the  Ruffians 
^ere  abTdldtely  btat*6n  ti^aldng  no  compliances, 
he  brdlftfifpfl&e  taectfii^.'  '^his  the  ruffian  dele- 
gatei'  had  not  tstpbdfed ;  %ut .  nbw,  for  the  hke 
of  ^ti^ihg  thfe  wifhes  of  theh"  fovereign,  con^s 
eluded  a  peace,-  by  whicb  Elteabeth  t^Aored'  thii 
greater  part  of  Hnhmd;  occupied  bj  her  iiioops^ 
..  •  ;     . .  '       'U  4    •      *-  '  '  •'  ori 
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tm  MbdiiiM)  that  the  taflifiti  of  Lul^tek  Aould 
be}|i{]ipc>)fitd4  fuccefib#.  The  news  ofthe{)eace 
atriyed  at  Stockbolm  jaft  before  the  eleftbn ; 
liie  Daleciriiaiis  vere  driven  by  ihe  fddiers  to 
Fkaren  f  6n  thd  ifdi  oi  July  Adolfdius  Frederic, 
dttkHe)  of  HoUhsm  and  bifhop  of  Labeck,  wa^ 
defied  king  of  Sweden,  afid  the  fucoeflkm  fettled 
in  hit  pofterity ;  and^  in  Auguft,  the  pesice 
betweA  Rtfffia  and  Sweden  was  fiilly  ratified, 
l^mtgh  At  condhions  of  peace  were  now,  after 
the  'Wat  was  terminated,  of  a  very  difierent  kind 
from  chofe^  which  only  two  years  before  had 
l^eeti  framed  previous  to  the  ct>mm€ncement  of 
k^  yet  die  Swedes  had  ratfon  to.  think  them- 
felves  very  fortunate  that,  by  the  pleafure  which 
Elizabeth  Ihewed  at  the  election  of  her  kui^fcnan 
to  the  (ucc^on,  ihey  were  enabled  to  procure 
to-themfelves  bettor  cerms  than  they  had  other- 
wifis  reafott  to  ^expeft.  .  The  treaty  of  Nyftadt, 
which-  the  Swedes  were  fe  eameft  to  have  an* 

■ 

nulled,  was  now -adopted  as  the  bafis  of  the 
prefent^  and  they  misredver  agreed  to  gtvie  up  the 
fmmocei:  of .  Kymn^negard  '  in  Finland^  with 
•  Erederickfliamin.  and  .Vihnaiuiftrasdv  befides 
fevesal  other  .phucea^  and  aU  the  hazboots  at  the 
ckic^  the  Kytnraebe,.  together  with  the  iflands 
40  the  fornix  and  to  die.weft.of;  that  rnrer.  On 
4ht  ^er  hand,:  S^mbacAicained.  the  f^kilQtion 

of 
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^  aH  dieplafies  oocafiaA  bjrRiiffa  dmi^tlM  v«r^ 
Old  die  boundaries  of  both  teifiioiwwev^fetddl  . 
aaeiTA  The  iiAabiauitB  of  the  part  of  Ftnlaiid  ceded 
to  RoiBa,  trert  fecured  in  dieir  prirtlegea  and  inu 
iniA9tie$^  as  veil  as  in  the  czetcUe  of  their  relit 
gion,  and  tl^e  Swedes  t\rere  aUonritd  to  export^ 
years  qf  flx)rt  harvcft  excepted^  to  the  value  of 
8o)Ooo  rpbl^  of  corn  in  the  harhoiirs  of  the' 
^ulf  of  Finland,  to  thofe  of  the  Baltic,  dutyfree. 
Thus  JEUizabeth,  immediately  in  the  irit  years  of 
her  reign,  enlarged  the  borders  of  the  empire ; 
and,  as  Anne  had  promoted  the  ^leigioii  of  king 
Augnftus  UI«  fo  Elizabeth  rery  clearly  dii|)layed 
her  influence  in  the  ohoice  of  a  (bveretgn  for  the 
neigfabottring  kingdom  of  Sweden. 

Whatever  pams  the  french  ambaflador  at  Stt 
Petcribcu^  had  taken  to  draw  off  Ruflia  firoa 
the  auflrian  party,  and  bowfurely  foever  this  was 
to  have  been  cxpefted,  as  the  auftrian  ambaffii- 
dor  was  implicated  in  the  adwvementioned  con^ 
nedion,  which  had  for  vs  6bjc&  to  replace  Anne 
upon  the  throne,  yet  fieftuchef,  who  was  devoted 
to  die  houfe  of  Auftria,  had  the  addrefs  lb  to 
guide  the  indiaatioAs  of  the  tApa-efii,  that  ibe 
continned  in  her  adherence  to  its  imerefts ;  and, 
in  i747,fenc  troops  to  Germany  to  thealEflanoe 
of  Maria.Therebi  by  whidi  means  the  peace  of 
.  :Aist)a*chapdie  way  ibteught  on.     The  £acnd- 

ihip 


5^98  HiSToar  oif  Russia. 

flttp  fiihfiiKtig  between  the  two  imperial  cOQits^ 
^ns  now  gradually  becoming  more  firmly  ce* 
mented  from  day  to  day  :  fo  that,  notwithAand<^ 
ing  the  efforts  of  the  king  of  Pniffia  to  preferve 
a  good'tftiderftandingwith  Ruilia,  yet  the  party 
devoted  to  Auftria  ait  the  ruffian  court  found 
.means  to  defeat  all  his  endeavours ;  and  the  em- 
prefs  of  Germany^  Maria  Therefa,  expenenced 
fR  Elizabeth  ^  friend  and  ally,  no  lefs  faidiful  to 
her  intereftl  than  the  emprefs  Catharine  L  and 
both  tlie 'Annes  had  proved  to  her  predeceflbrs. 
It  is  true  that  Elizabeth  and  Frederic  formed 
«t  aHiance  in  17439  &nd  hairmony  feemed  to 
prevail 'between  them ;  it  was,  however,  of  very 
ftort  duration,  being  continqally  undermined 
by  Frederic's  opponents  at  the  court  of  Pctert 
•l)urg,  tift  by  their  ^unwearied  efforts  it  was  at 
kngth  totally   annihilated,    and   aver  (ion   and 
iidftifiry  fucceeded  to  its  place*    No  longer  time 
after  than  1745,  when  the  king  of  Pruflia  re- 
qoefted  ^hc-  emprefs  to  guarantee  the  treaty  of 
Drefden,  fhe  rejeded  his  application,  under  the 
^imfy  pretence,  that  (he  had  already  too  many 
guarantees  on  her  hands*    If  hence  it  was  to  be 
concluded,  that  Frederic  was  not  on   the  be(t 
terms  with  Ruflia,  he  had  reafon  to  think  him* 
fclf  (HU  more  hur-t  by  a  treaty    entered  into 
betwecft  the  courts  pf*Beteriburg  and  Vienna 

in 
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iii  lJ4,6^^^vfhkh  though  it.  waii.  coom^^iicate^ 
to  him  s^  nothiag  more  tb^  an  alliauc^  for  tbic 
purpofeof  muiual  afCdaiKe,  and  by  no meaiif 
relating  to  meafures  of  aggreifion  or  offence  tQ 
a  ihirxl }  from  which,  boweyer,  it  was  very 
loon  eafy  to  infer  what  the  king  of  Prui£a  had 
to  look  for  from  Kuffia.  — ;  Rumours  wete 
now  anuch  abroad  conc^ning  ajx  approaching 
rupture  between  Pruffia  and  Auftria.  Th^f 
were,  however,  publicly  contradid|4  ^7  ^oth 
courts,  who  declared  that  no  mifund^rlianding 
had  arifen  between  them.  It  was  i^ndeniable 
neverthelefs,  that  Ruilia,  the  al|y  of  Auftih^ 
was  fecretly  making  difpoikions  for  war,  and 
that  both  courts  were  uiing  their  efforts,  to 
draw,  the  King  of  Poland,  and  ele^r  of  Saxony 
into  the  confederacy^  which  might  prefently, 
from  a  defenfive,  be  converted  into  an  offenfive 
alliance^  by  means  whereof  Auftria  indulfed 
the  hopes  of  regaining  Silefia.  Auguftus,  how«- 
ever,  hefitated  to  accede^  as  the  hazard  to  him 
was  by  far  the  greateft. 

Leftocq,  who  had  been  the  moft  forward  of^ 
all  that  affifted  Elizabeth  in  obtaining  the  crown, 
whom  (he  had  appointed  to  be  direftor-fgeneral 
of  the  medicine-department  throughout  the  em- 
pire, with  a  falary  of  7000  rubles,  ufually  in- 
terfered in  matters  of  {tatej  and  thereby,  but 

particularly 
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particularly  from  his  predilection  for  Pmffia, 
^e\v  upon  him  the  hatred  of  Befttichef^  which 
at  length  inYolved  him  in  the  fame  cataftrophe 
1)7 'which  fi>  many  favourites  in  Ruffia  had 
finifiied  thdr  psirt^  —  a  banifliment  to  Siberia  ♦• 
All  the  time  he  was  at  court  he  had  uniformly 
difiuaded  the  emprefs  from  breaking  with 
Fhifiia.  No  fooner  was  he  difgraced  but  all 
l^offible  means  were  employed  afreffa  to  excite 
difcord  between  Elizabeth  and  Frederic. 

A  pa&ge  in  the  writmgs  of  the  king  of 
Phxffia,  where  he  makes  the  mother  of  the  em- 
prefs to  have  been  the  wife  of  a  petty  officer,  a 
free  remark  on  Elizabeth^s  manner  of  life  which 
once  efcaped  him  while  fitting  at  table  wltU 
the  ruffian  ambafTador,  and  being,  as  ufual, 
magnified  by  report,  made  Elizabeth  the  per- 

*.  Under  preteace  that  Leftocq  was  in  correfpondeocc 
vith.  two  foreign  courts  to  the  detnment  of  the-  empire^  he 
waft  p^^  in  piiifon  ;  he  was  even  accufed  of  having  ibrnif d 
the  dcfign  to  dethrone  Elizabeth,  and  to  make  the  grand* 
duke  Peter  emperor.  —  Leftocq,  as  was  cuftomary  in 
thoCe  cafes,  was  tned  before  a  commiflion,  where  the  acctu 
tsts  and  the  judge  were  the  perfonal  enemies  of  the  culpiic, 
and  —  condemned  to  death.  But  Elisabeth  abfolutelj 
could  not  be  moved  to  affent  to  i/ju  fentence.  but  even  dc 
fcrred  the  execution  of  the  puniHiment  of  exile  for  four 
years  and  a  half,  for  which  it  was  commuted;  Leftocq 
.  being  arrefled  in  174B,  and  not  fcnt  to  Siberia  till  1753* 
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ibiial  enemy  of  Jrederic ;  and,  9S  he  was  gene- 
rally fufpefted  of  aiming  to  get  poffeffion  of 
Courland .  and  Polifh-Pruilia,  it  was  certainly 
not  furprifmg  that  Elizabeth  was  ever  drawing 
cloier  the  connection  with  Auftria  againft  Pruflia, 
notwithilanding  the  numerous  endeavours  of 
the  pruiTian  party  at  St«  Petexfburg,  to  main- 
tain the  bond  of  amity  between  Frederic  and 
the  ruffian  monarch.  —  In  the  year  1750  the 
emprefs  recalled  her  ambalTador,  withdat  many 
apologies,  from  the  court  of  Berlin,  and  Fre- 
deric  followed  her  example  with  his  minifler  at 
Peterfburg.  In  1753  it  was  agreed  between 
Ruffia  and  Auflria,  not  only  io  rejiji  all  farther 
augmentation  of  the  J)ruffian  power,  but  alfo  to 
ufe  efforts  to  reduce  it ;  and  in  1 755  they  refotved 
to  put  themfelves  in  fuch  a  condition  as  fhould 
enable  them  at  all  times  t$  attack  Pruflia,  or  in 
cafe  of  an  attack  from  that  quarter,  to  refift  k 
with  energy. 

It  is  well  known  that  Frederic,  from  whom 
this  combination  againft  him  could  not  long  be 
kept  fecret,  thought  it  the  beft  courfe  he  could 
take  It)  go  refolutely  to  meet  his  foes,  and  anti- 
cipate their  attack;  that  in  1756  he  gave  the 
fjgnal  of  war  by  an  incurfion  into  Saxony ;  and 
Elizabeth,  for  five  years,  took  a  very  aftive 
part  in  the  wonderful  conteft  of  feven  year* 
which    was   entered  into  in  behalf  of  Maria 

Therefa, 
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Therefa,  and  would  have  been  more  fenfibly^ 
and  perhaps  fatally  felt  by  Frederic,  had  not  the 
grand-duke,  appointed  by  Elizabeth  as  her  fuc- 
ceiTor,  bean  his  friend,  which  had  this  confe- 
qoence,  that  Elizabeth's  orders,  which  tended  to 
the  ruin  of  Frederic,  were  not  all  fo  punftually 
fulfilled  as  they  otherwife  would  have  been,  that 
Bkewife  many  who  were  employed  in  military 
affairs  were  very  tender  of  hurting  that  itionarch^ 
in  order  to  gain  the  approbation  of  the  future 
fovereign  Peter  III.  and  accordingly  rather 
chofe  to  aft  in  conformity  with  the  fecret  in- 
ftru&ions  of  the  grand-duke  than  to  adhere  to 
the  commands  of  the  emprefs. 

Id  the  fir  ft  year  of  that  war  [[^756]  the  Ruf- 
fians had  taken  no  fhare  whatever  ia  the  conted 
between  Frederic  and  Maria  Therefa,  begun  by 
the  former,  and  in  which  Saxony  was  fo  uhfor* 
tuiiately  involved.  They  firft  began  to  march 
in  the  following  year  [1757]  to  humble  Frederic 
ia  fhe  name  and  by  the  orders  of  their  em- 
prefs;  and,  which  was  thought  to  be  highly 
pofEble,  to  gain  poiTeffion  of  the  kingdom  of 
Firtaffia.  From  a^  variety  of  irapedimeiijs  *  it 
was  not  till  the  month  of  July  that  the  rnifiaa 

*^^  TJbcarmy  was  extr^TiMjly  ilI*provided» rand  uaayvt** 
cles.werc  waoting  for  putting. kin  a  proper  condition,  as 
Auftria,  from  whom  the  fums  for  that  purpole  had  been 
txpecwd,  was  uneqoal  to  the  fopply. 

,     '-^  •  troops 
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troops  appeared  before  Memel^  and  made  them- 
felves  mailers  of.  that  city*    From  the  moment 
of  their  entering  on  the  pruflian  territory,  this 
army  not  only  betrayed  a  great  want '  of  difci** 
pline,  but  particularly  their  light  corps,  confift^ 
ing  of  Kozaks,  Kalmuks,  and  Tartars,  behaved 
like  real    barbarians*.      The  craelties  which 
they  committed  on  the  inhabitants  of  that  ktng« 
dom,  were  fuch  as  had  never  been  heard  of  in  the 
military  hiftory  of  Europe  for  upwards  of  a 
thouiand  years.    The  ruffian  commanders  them- 
Helves  were  fenlible  that  it  was  no  honour  co 
them  to  be  at  the  head  of  ^n  army  whkii 
brought  on  them  the  guilt  of  fuch  proceedings* 
Several  of  them  ufed  every  means  in  their  pow«f 
to  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  enormities ;  but  it  was  not 
poffiUe  to  fucceed:  and,  as  in  confequence  of 
thefe  barbarities,  all  perfons  fled  at  the  approach, 
of  (p  unprincipled  an  enemy,  it  was  extremely' 
difficult  for  the  Ruffians  to  prolong  their  ftay 
in  Pruffia  from  the  total  want  of  the  necelTary 
means  of  fubfiftence  in  a  country  where  the 
hufl>andmen  deferted  the  land  before  them. 

*  Thft  Kttle  town  of  Goldap  on  the  frontiers  was  firift 
plundered  pf  everything  and  then  burnt.  The  officers  th^m- 
fekes  fct  a  very  bad  example.  An  adjutant  wantonly  fet 
a  vSage  ia  fiamet  through  which  tlie  troopt  were  to  macch* 
thereby  Cubjediog  the  llu£Eaiis  theinfelve9  to  the  ytmoft 
daoger  in  cafe  the  fparkt  had  fallen    on  the  powder- 
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Aa  Mttf  ^  a4«ooo  am  under  tbe  tommuod 
€i  idd-nsdhai  LdiTaid  wn  all  the  force  thar 
Frederic  had  been  able  to  leave  bdimd  him  in 
Rttflia  for  oppofisg  his  new  eaemy,  tbe  &a£^ 
fiasa*  whole  ftrength  confifted  in  upvaixls  of 
100,000  cofnbatants ;  aad  yet  the  marftal  had 
the  boldneft  to  quit  his  camp  at  Vehlau^  where 
he  was  la  uiKommonly  well  entrenched  and 
kcvxtf  that  the  enemy  would  not  have  ventured 
to  attack  htm  with  all  their  fuperiorkj  ai  num* 
hers,  to  go  and  give  battle  to  the  Ruffians  on 
tbe  30th  of  Auguft  at  a  place  called  Nc^kitten^ 
not  fv  from  Gtofya^erfdorf.     Rev^ige  for  the 
tnhuman  devaftations  everywhere  perpetiated  fay 
Ae  Ruffians  now  infpired  the  pnuiSan  fiih&ni 
with  vatour  and  intrepidity.    The  pruffian  army^ 
animated^  iKit  by  die  thirft  of  conqueft,  but  by 
a  gennine  patriotic  zeal  to  defend  their  coontBy, 
ruflKd  Uke  angry  lions  on  the  (avage  hordes, 
wiM)  ihdngfat  they  had  no  reafon  to  fear  fbac 
the  little  pmfltan  army  would  feek  an  nppor* 
tnnity  for  coming  to  an  engagement  with  liieitt# 
Fortune  feemed  at  firft  to  decbue  in  finrour  of 
^e  brave  d^enders  of  their  country ;  towards 
the  end  of  the  battle,  however,  the  Ruffians 
gamed  the  advantage,  and  the  Pruffiana  weu 
forced  to  leavethem  mafters  of  the  fieU.    The 
ftuQans  were  therefore  conquerors;   but,  is 
they   ;aegle£ted    to   follow   up    their  vifiory, 
; «  chrifiiig 
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chu&Qg  rather  to  repofe  apon  their  bunlst 
thcf  k&  the  Pruffisms  to  retseat  onmalefted; 
Genesal  Lehvald  therefi>re  tettted  ia  r^fy:diwt 
order^  urilhmitbeing  porfued^  having  i»Ue4 .five 
tim^'Biore  of  the  enemy  than  b$  had  loi):  oi 
hi^  own  men,  and  more  formidable  a&er  hi^ 
defeat  than  the  Ruffians  after  their  yidory; 
beiides,  it  was  impoffible  for  the  latter  to  Qvf 
longer  in  a  country  which  they  themfelves  had 
taraged  and  laid  wafte,  they  wete  alfo  obliged  to 
retreat  in  thdr  turn,  in  order  to  ^efcape  that 
inoA  dreadful  of  all  foes  to  an  army,  ,£imini$# 
Nay,, by  a  fkrange  concatenation  ofciroumftawreif 
fifitd-marihal  Apnrakin,  whole  troc^  had.QocQ^ 
pied  a  v^eiry  great  part  of  Pruflia,  was  ^t  lengtji 
induced  eiuirely  to  abandon  that  kingdom^  jafier 
lesKving  behind  him  a  £9gle  garrifon  in  tbfi  fron* 
tier^rt  4>f  Memeh  The  iame  barharijjie^  iuad. 
cruelties,  as  thofe  with  which  the  KoiSan^  lia4 
tafaiflied  their  honour  on  the^f ..  eittraaQe  intol 
Pti^a,  4hey  now  exerci&d  at  their,  departure; 

and  imoking  or  bwat  villages^  niangled  car- 
eafes^  and  crippled  f»ef>ple  marked  the  road  tbqy 
took^  This  extraordinary  retreat,  however,  of 
So  gussLt  an  army,  fo  lately  vidorious,  and  beii^ 
.fiiU.|>offe^.of  a  good  fea-port  in  the  coqntry^ 
Yas  an  evsnt.fo  totally  uwi^pe^d  ^at,  it  afto^ 
ttiflied.  all  Uncopo^  and  dr/sw  complaints  v^ 
.  90U  ih  a         .  .   only 
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only  from  Auftria  but  alfo  from  the  other  courts 
coalefced  againft  Frederic,  fince  it  was  not  forced 
on  by  the  fuperiority  of  the  pruffian  troops,  but 
voluntarily  determined  by  the  Ruffians,  and  fo 
quickly  and  haftily  executed  that  they  even  left 
behind  them  in  Pruffia  a  part  of  the  baggage 
and  a  great  number  of  cannon.  The  true  mo- 
tives of  this  retreat  having  never  been  hitherto 
affigned,  they  fhall  here  have  a  place.  Count 
Beftuchef,  grand  chancellor  of  Ruffia,  who  had 
for  feveral  years  been  Elizabeth's  right  hand,  was 
no  friend  to  the  grand-duke,  afterwards  Peter  III. 
but  entirely  devoted  to  Auftria,  as  Peter  on  the 
other  hand  always  efpoufed  the  party  of  Fre- 
deric. Elizabeth,  juft  at  this  time,  lay  fo  dan- 
geroufly  ill,  that  her  phyficians  began  to  doubt  of 
her  recovery.  Beftuchef  thereupon  conceived 
the  plan,  in  cafe  Elizabeth  fliould  die,  to  ex- 
clude the  grand-duke  from  the  government,  and 
to  place  upon  the  throne  his  fon  the  prefect 
emperor  Paul  Petrovitch,  under  the  guardianflup 
of  his  mother  the  late  emprefs  Catharine  IL  To 
this  end,  however,  it  was  neceflary  that  he 
fliould  have  the  troops  at  hand  in  order  to  uCb 
them  in  cafe  of  need,  and  the  rather^  as  their 
commander  Apraxin  was  entirely  at  his  devotion. 

« 

In  the  meantime  Elizabeth  recovered;  and,  on 
inquiring  after  her  army  in  Pruffia,  was  not  a 
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Jittlc  exafperated  on  bearing  that  it  wa$  entirely 
withdrawn  from  that  country.  The  auflriah 
and  french  ambafladors  preferred  heavy  corn- 
plaints  to  the  emprefs  concerning  the  orders  for 
retreating,  wliich  Beftuchef  bad  tranfmitted  un« 
known  to  her;  the  grand-duke  l^eter  likewise 
did  what  he  could  to  incenfe  the  empf  ^ft  againft 
BeftUchef  i  and  thu3  the  combined  efforts  oftbt 
two  feveral  parties.  With  the  great  delays  at  tht 
opening  of  the  campaign,  ^d  this  unaccount- 
able* retreat,  gave  the  c^mpreft  ground  to  fufpe£t 
that  ihe  had  been  bt^trayed  by  her  mlnifters  or 
her  geherdls;  Marflial  Apraxin  was  therefore 
removed  from  the  combiand  and  put  under 
arrefl:.  He  juftified  his  condud  by  the  exprefs 
orders  of  count  Beftuchefi  Beftuchef  was  re- 
moved from  his  office  and  put  under  arreft  alfo^ 
Count  Ydrontsiof  fucceeded  Beftuchef  m  his 
employment,  and  the  generals  BroWn  and  Fet* 
mor  took  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  place 
of  Apraxin,  who  was  fent  as  a  prifoner  to 
Narva  *«    The  emprefii  alfo  appointed  a  com« 

tniffion 

^  On  beih^  informed  o^  the  overthrow  of  his  friend  md 
j)atron  Beftuchef,  he  was  fo  affe£led  at  Utit  news  that  h« 
f(dl  down  and  expired.  '  Beftuchef,  in  the  xnanifefto  that 
was  iffmcd  agamft  hiin»  watf  charged  with  huhgi  sAci^ 

X  2  ilMt 
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miflion  to  inquire  at  large  into  the  condud:  of 
the  field-marftial  during  the  whole  of  the  cam- 
paign, as  the  court  of  Vienna  exprefsly  de- 
clared that  the  ruflian  commanders  had  not 
ihewh  fuch  a  behaviour  as  ought  to  have*  beea 


£rom  ambitioQ  and  the  luft  of  dominion^  meddled  in  matters 
that  did  not  concern  him ;  with  having  at  various  times  nc- 
gleded  to  obey  the  orders  of  her  majefty  when  they  were 
not  agreeable  to  him ;  with  frequently  ilTuing  decrees  with- 
out previoufly  confnlting  the  emprefs ;  with  having  flandered 
the  grand-duke  and  grand-duchefs  to  hcr»  and  endeavoured 
to  incenfe  the  emprefs  againft  them.  He  was  banifhed  to  a 
village  belonging  to  him  102  miles  from  Mofcoy  and  thua 
became  another  ilriking  example  of  the  inftability  and 
lubricity  of  fortune  in  courts.  The  modem  hiftory  of 
Ruffia  in  general  prefents  a  feries  of  difcarded  favourites 
who  were  all  repaid  the  meafure  they  had  meted  to  otheis. 
All  of  them,  as  long  as  they  ftood  bcfide  the  throne>  as 
long  as  their  will  and  their  fentence  could  honour  or  con<- 
demni  made  free  ufe  of  that  privilege^  and  aU  of  them  at 
lafl  met  the  fame  condemnation.  Here  we  cannot  but  re- 
colled,  that  Mentfhikof  was  turned  out  by  the  Dolgo- 
nikisi  and  thefe  in  their  turn  experienced  a  niore  terrible 
fate  at  the  infligation  of  Biren.  But  alfo  exile  awaited 
Biren ;  and  Munich,  who  procured  it  for  him,  efcaped  it 
not  himfelf.  Leflocq  and  Beftuchef  exulted  in  the  fall  of 
Munich ;  Beftuchef  found  means  to  bring  about  the  dows- 
fallof  Leftocq,  in  fpite  of  EHzafbeth's  attachment  to  him; 
but  neither  did  he  enjoy  his  tnumph  long,  and  fcU  at  the 
very  time  when  he  thought  himfelf  moft  fccure ! 

expe&ed 
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expefted  from  faithful  allies,  and  from  an  army 
which  fought  the  glory  of  its  monarch  *• 

The 

*  A  gentleman  of  Wcymar,  who  at  that  tknc  fcrvcd  as 
quarter-mafter*  general  under  marihal  Apraxin,  and  likewife 
was  fummoned  to  Peterfburg  to  give  evidence  concerning 
the  fudden  retreat,  and  on  the  behaviour  in  general  of  the 
Ruffians  inPrujfia  in  the  year  17579  fays,  in  his  juftificatory 
memorial^  on  the  points  prefenfed  to  him :    **  It  cannot  be 
"  denied  that  the  Pruffians  had  uniformly  an  account  of  all 
**  that  was  paffing  among  the  Ruffians  *-  that  the  barba^ 
'*  rities  exercifed,  particularly  by  the  ruffian  b'ght  troops, 
<<  bad  exafperatcd  the  inhabitants  agaiuft  the  Ruffians  to 
**  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  never  (hewed  them  the  right 
•*  road,  but  on  the  contrary  affifted  the  enemy  by  every 
<<  means  in  their  power  —  that  the  foldlers,  as  ufual,  even 
*<  on  the  day  of  the  battle  near  Grofyxgerfdbrf,  were  much 
<<  more  intent  upon  pillaging  and  making  booty,  than  on 
**  purfuing  the  enemy  and  profiting  by  the  vi^iory ;  and 
*^  that  in  the  ruflian  army  throughout  very  little  fubordi- 
*^  nation  was  obferved.     Indeed,  the  field-marfhal  was  very 
<'  fevere  and  frequent  in  puni/hing ;  the  knoot  was  liberally 
-**  adminiftered,  nofes  were  flit,  and  ears  cUt  off  in  abun- 
«  dance;  but  forafmuch  as  all  capital  punifhments  were 
*^  abfol^tely  forbidden,  every  other  punifhment  was  infuffi- 
'^  cient  to  deter  them.     As  all  the  countrymen  had  Red, 
•*  they  were  reduced  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs  for  want  of  pro- 
^  vifions,  and  the  inhabitants  in  general  paid  no  regard  to 
^  the  orders  for  delivering  their  quota  of  contribution. 
**  The  infubordination  that  prevailed  among  the  troops 
^<  was  fo  great,  as  to  oblige  the  field-marfhal,  on  his  retreat, 
V  to  cauft  the  villages  before  him  to  be  burnt,  for  depriving 

13  "  the 
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The  I{.u(Iian$  having  thus  in  the  firft  cam- 
paign burnt  and  deftroyed  every  place  to  which 
they  came,  and  pillaged  and  ravaged  wherever 
they  went,  carrying  off  numbers  of  the  iphabit- 
ants  of  Pruffia,  murdering  and  maiming  others, 
and  gvned  a  battle  without  reaping  any  benefit 
from  It,  but  rapidly  retreated  out  of  the  hoftile 
country  occupied  by  them,  thereby  furnifhing 
the  enemy  with  an  opportunity  of  employmg 
the  force  oppofed  to  them  elfewhere :  the  whole 
of  this  year's  campaign,  therefore,  was  in  no 
refpedl  to  their  honour  as  eurppean  warriors  of 
fhe  eighteenth  century. 

BeiluchePs  fall,  however,  produced  no  alter- 
ation in  the  fentiments  of  Elizabeth  in  regard 
to  the  king  of  Pruffia ;  (he  rather  refolved  to 
mal^e  up  in  the  following  year  for  what  had 


V  the  foldiers  of  tl\e  opportunity  of  ifunning  about  in  pac- 

V  ties  to  rob  and  plunder,  fo  much  to  the  feparation  and 
•*  weakening  of  the  anpy,  that  it  wo^ld  have  been  eafy  for 
**  the  purfuing  enemy,  by  encountering  and  defeating  the 
'*  detached  corps,  to  do  ihem  great  mifchief.     It  is  not* 

V  however,  to  be  denied,'*  continues  Weymar,  **  that  in 
<'  this  campaign  a  certain  pufiUanimity  and  fear  was  con- 
"  fpicuous  among  the  Ruffians ;  and»  though  the  Ught 
<*  troops  particularly,  were  very  adventurous  in  pillaging, 
**  they  did  not  behave  gallantly,  in  battle  againft  the 
^'  ^uemy."    , 

been 
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been  neglected  in  the  hafty  retreat  of.  1757; 
and^  (b  early  as  January  [1758]]  the  Ruffians 
'  marched  again  into  Pruifia  under  the  command 
of  general  field-marlhal  Fermon  Not  only 
Kcenigfbergy  the  capital,  but  the  whole  king- 
dom of  Pruflia,  had  fubmitted  to  them  before 
the  end  of  that  month,  and  continued  in  their 
pofleifion  during  the  remainder  of  the  war.  In 
the  conqueft  of  which,  however,  they  found  no 
difficulty,  as  Frederic  had  not  been  able  to 
cover  that  part  of  his  territory.  The  Ruffians 
now  began  to  think  that  the  kingdom  of  Pruffia 
would  foon  be  incorporated  into  the  dominions 
of  the  emprefs,  and  form  a  part  of  Ruffia.  On 
this  occafion,  fo  far  from  repeating  the  outrages 
and  barbarities  of  the  foregoing  campaign,  they» 
contrary  to  all  expedation,  behaved  with  the 
greateft  gentlenefs,  now  that  they  coniidered  it 
as  already  a  part  of  their  country^  and  regarded 
Its  inhabitants  as  their  future  countrymen*. 
The  inhabitants,  who  were  obliged  to  fwear 
fealty  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  were  even  in 
doubt  themfelves,  whether  it  would  ever  be  pof- 
fible  for  their  king,  prefled  as  he  was  on  all 

*  It  was  even  read  from  the  pulpits,  that  whoever  h^d 
^y  complaint  againft  a  ruilian  foldier  fhould  prefent  it  to 
the  military-chancery  at  Koenigfberg,  where  he  would  in- 
faUibly  have  redrefs. 

z  4  fides. 
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{ides,  to  replace  himfelf  in  the  pofieffibn  of  the 
country ;  and  accordingly  ftrove  by  evei y  means 
to  render  themfelves  agreeable  to  the  Ruffians, 
itt  order  to  restrain  them  froi^i  a  renewal  of 
thofe  calamities  under  which  they  had  fuffered 
the  year  before.  —  This  lenity,  however,  (h^n 
by  them  to  the  kingdom  of  Pruffia,  which  they 
already  looked  upon  as  their  own,  they  foon  laid 
aiide,  and  refumed  the  old  ruffian  deportment 
when  once  they  were  got  into  (he  other  countries 
of  the  king,  Pom^rania  and  the  Mark."  Fermor 
advanced  through  Pomerania,  and  made  an  af- 
fault  on  the  fortrefs  of  Kuftrin  in  the  Neutnark, 
and  bombarded  the  town,  contrary  to  the  ullages 
of  war  obferved  by  all  civilized  nations,  before 
he  had  fent  a  fummons  to  the  commandant, 
laying  all  the  houfes  and  other  buildings  of  the 
tx)wn,  within  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  by  a 
•dreadful  conflagration,  in  one  fmoking  heap  of 
ruins :  then,  not  till  two  days  after,  attacked  the 
citadel;  and,  at  length,  on  the  fourth  day, 
fununoned  the  commandant  to  furrender.  This 
was  rejected  with  difdain  by  the  governor ;  and 
Fermor  raifed  the  fiege  on  receiving  intelli- 
gence that  the  king  was  advancing  in  perfon  to 
the  defence  of  his  country.  The  Prullians, 
Tufliing  from  Silefia,  under  the  condufl  of  thdr 
lung,  would  doubtlefs  have  taken  bloody  re- 
venge 
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veoge  cn  an  army  of  whoTe  inhuman  devafta- 
dons  and  cruelties  fo  much  bad  reached  their 
ears,  and  of  which  they  now,  on  their  arrival 
in  the  territories  of  their  king,  beheld  the  me- 
lancholy proofs  in  the  confumed  villages  and 
towns,  the  dcfolated  fields,  the  maimed,  ill- 
treated,  or  impoverifhed  inhabitants  prefenting 
I  themlelves  at  every^  ftep.  The  king  himfelf  was 
fo  enraged  at  the  velliges  he  perceived  on  all 
fides  of  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  Ruilians, 
and  at  the  accounts  that  were  brought  him  of 
the  terrible  havoc  they  had  committed,  that  he 
^ve  orders  not  to  fp^re  the  life  of  a  fmgle 
.Ruffian  in  the  battle  (hat  was  daily  expeded  to 
come  on  ^  an  order  which  the  ruffian  general, 
oa  being  informed  of,  threatened  to  retaliate* 
Maribal  Fermor  was  encamped  at  Zomdorf,  fix 
miles  from  Kuftrin,  where  he  was  attacked  by 
the  king  at  the  head  of  his  army  cm  the  25th 
of  Auguft.  The  ruffian  ranks  flood  like  walls, 
and  fought  valiantly :  but  the  military  ikill  of 
the  Pruffians,  the  valour  of  a  hod  fighting 
for  their  country  and  for  the  martial  glory  they 
had  hitherto  maintained,  and  glowing  to  re- 
venge themfelves  on  a  barbarous  enemy,  dif.* 
played  their  amazing  effects  on  the  day  of  that 
bloody  fight;  and  the  generals,  Seidlitz  and 
Ziethen  in  particular,  performed  miracles  of 

proweft 
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prowefs  with  the  cavalry.  After  the  battle  both 
armies  claimed  the  vidbry,  but  the  greateft  lofs 
was  manifeftly  on  the  part  of  the  Rafiians ;  they 
therefore  founded  their  claim  on  the  drcum- 
fiance  of  having  kept  the  field  * :  however  this 
be,  the  army-cheft,  and  mod  of  their  artillery, 
felt  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  likewife 
took  an  extraordinary  number  of  prifoners, 
amongft  whom  were  feverai  officers  of  the  firft 
Tank  J  and,  in  confequence  of  this,  they  fooa 
retreated.  Frederic  was .  ftilt  able  to  (hew  him- 
felf  the  father  and  benefactor,  as  well  as  the  pro^ 
tedor  of  his  people.  In  the  midft  of  the  de- 
vouring wafte  of  fuch  an  expenfive  war,  from 
the  funds  of  his  oeconomy  he  was  enabled  to 
remits  the  taxes  to  thofe  parts  of  his  dominions 
which  had  fuffered  from  the  ruffian  barbarity : 
he  even  advanced  money  to  thofe  whofe  diffoefles 
had  been  the  greatefl.  It  fhould  be  remembered 
too,  that  all  this  was  done  while '  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Pruffia  ftill  remajned  in  the  bands 
of  the  Ruffians. 

*  It  18  highly  probable  that  it  waa  their  intention  to  hare 
withdrawn  acrofs  the  Oder,  had  not  the  king  previouily 
caufed  all  the  bridges  to  be  broken  down,  in  the  hopes  of 
giWng  thtm  an  entire  defeat,  and  by  the  demolition  of  the 
bridges  depriving  them  of  every  ineans  of  maktng*good  their 
retreat. 

The 


HISTORY   OP   RUSSIA.  3I5 

« 

THe  court  of  Petefflburg  ftill  adhered  to  its  old 
Xyfiem,  in  fpite  of  the  late  ill  fuccefs  of  her  arms, 
and  all  the  efforts  of  the  britifli  minifter  to  with- 
draw her  from  her  alliance.  If  (he  had  fom^ 
lols  of  men,  it  was  the  leaft  lofs  (he  could  feel : 
and  ihe  thought  that,  while  the  war  was  carried 
on  at  the  expence  of  others,  the  redu£Uon  of  fo 
near,  fo  dteaded,  and  fo  hated  a  rival  as  the 
king  of  PruiSa,  and  the  opportunity  of  forming 
her  troops  to  fervice,  and  perfeding  her  officers^ 
were  objects  of  confequence  enough  to  keep  her 
dofely  attached  to  her  firft  fentiments.  Fermor 
now  undertook  the  fiege  of  Colberg,  for  the  pur« 
pofe  of  obtaining  a  commodious  depofit  for 
provifions  and  ammunition ;  but  all  in  vain : 
feyen  hundred  of  the  country  militia  bravely 
defended  that  town  againft  a  ruffian  corps  of 
feveral  thoufand  men,  and  the  Ruffians  retired^ 
without  making  this  conqueft,  to  their  winter- 
quarters  in  Pruffia  and  Poland:  even  there 
they  were  harafled  by  the  pruffian  troops,  who 
deftroyed  feveral  of  their  magazines. 

Poland  was  henceforth  to  be  the  country 
where  the  exploits  of  the  next  campaign  were  to 
be  atchieved.  Hither,  therefore,  the  Ruffians 
marched,  and  hence  they  afterwards  fpread 
themfelves  over  all  the  pruffian  territory,  [17593 
vmder  the  command  of  count  Soltikof,  who  had 

-   been 
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been  appointed  chief  of  the  army,  in  the  room 
of  marlhal  Fermor  ••  Fre^ric's  german  domi- 
nions, and  Sileiia,  became  now  the  fcene  of 
Sidtion.  Fortified,  in  fome  meafure,  by  the  re- 
inforcements he  had  received,  and  in  purfuance 
pf  his  orders,  general  Wedel  refolved  to  attack 
|he  Ruffians  on  their  march.  They  had  got  to 
Zulichau  towards  the  latter  end  of  July,  and 
directed  their  courfe  to  Krollbn  in  Silefia,  to  get 
before  the  pruffian  army,  and  to  make  good  the 
p^age  of  the  Oder.  The  fituation  of  the 
llui&ans  was  very  advantageous}  pofted  upon 
eminences,  defended  by  a  powerful  artillery^ 
9^d  near  feventy  thoufand  (Irong.  The  pruflian 
anny  fell  ihort  of  thirty  thoufand ;  and  they  had 
greater  difadvantages  to  get  over  than  what  arofe 
from  the  inferiority  of  numbers.  They  had  a 
bridge  to  pars,and  fuch  a  narrow  defile  to  flruggle 
through,  that  fcarce  a  third  of  a  battalion  could 
march  in  front.  The  ground  was  fuch,  that  the 
cavalry  could  not  fupport  their  infantry.  Yet 
with  all  thefe  difficulties,  the  attack  was  long  and 
refolute.  But  this  refolution  made  their  repulfe, 
which  all  thefe  difadvantages  had  rendered  ine- 
vitable, far  more  bloody  and  diftrefsful.  Four 
thoufand  feven  hundred  were  killed  or  taken 

•  Fermor  now  fcr\'cd  under  him. 

prifoners; 
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pTifoners ;  and  the  wounded  were,  at  leaft,  three 
thoufand.  The  Pruifians  were  obliged  to  retire, 
but  they  were  not  purfued  ;  and  they  paffed  the 
Oder  without  moleftation.  The  Ruffians  feized 
upon  the  towns  of  Kroffen  ^d  Frankfort  on 
the  Oder. 

Frederic  now  marched  with  ten  thoufand  o't 
tiis  beft  troops  to  join  the  broken  army  oJF 
Wedel,  in  order  to  drive  this  formidable  and 
determined  eneriiy  from  his  country.  Prince 
Henry  commanded  the  remainder  of  his  army, 
which  w^s  too  well  polled  to  lear  any  itffult 
during  his  abferice.  The  eyes  of  all  ttrere  fixed 
upon  his  march,  and  his  foldiers  who  retherti- 
bered  Zomdorfi  eagerly  longed  to  try  thdr 
ftrength  once  mbre  "with  the  Tame  aritagonift«. 

Marfhal  Daan,  the  autlrtan  general,  was  not 
unapprifed  of  the  motion  of  the  Ruffians,  or  the 
defigns  of  the  king  of  Pruffia.  He  knew  that 
the  great  defefl:  of  the  ruffian  troops,  was  the 
want  of  a  regular  and  firm  cavahy,  which  might 
be  depended  upon  in  the  day  of  aftidn.  This 
defeA  had  been  a  principal  caufe  of  their  mis- 
fortune at  Zorndorf  the  la  ft  year ;  a  misfortutie 
which  difcdncertfed  all  the  operations  of  that 
<:ampaign.  As  this  was  the  only  want  which 
'the  Ruffians  were  under,  fo  it  was  that  which 
Baan  was  beft -able  to  fupply  at  a  fhori  warning* 

With 
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With  this  view  he  feloded  about  twelve  thonSmd 
of  his  horfe,  and  there  is  no  betto*  horie  than 
that  of  the  Auftrians ;  which,  with  about  eight 
thoufand  foot,  he  placed  under  the  command  o£ 
general  Laudohn,  one  of  the  ableft  officers  in 
that  fervice.  This  body  was  divided  into  two 
columns,  one  t>f  which  marched  through  Silefia, 
and  the  other  through  Lulatia.  By  extreme 
good  fortune  and  conduft,  with  little  lo&  or 
oppofition,  they  both  joined  the  ruffian  army, 
and  were  received  with  tranfports  of  joy. 

In  the  meantime,  the  king  of  Ptuffia,  who  was 
unable  to  prevent  this  ftroke,  joined  general 
Wedel  at  Muhlrofe,  and  took  upon  him  the 
command  of  the  united  armies.  But,  ftill  find" 
ing  himfelf  too  weak  for  the  dta&Hc  adion  he 
was  preparing  to  attempt,  he  recalled  general 
Finck,  whom  he  had  fent  fome  time  before  into 
Saxony  with  nine  thoufand  men,  in  order  to 
oppofe  the  Imperialifts  in  that  country.  liVith 
thefe  reinforcements  he  was  not  able  to  raife  his 
army  to  fifty  thoufand  complete.  That  of  the 
Ruffians,  fincethe  junftion  of  Laudohn,  was 
upwards  of  ninety  thoufand.  They  had  befides 
taken  a  pofl,  which  they  had  fo  fbongly  en- 
trenched, and  defended  with  fuch  a  prodigious 
number  of  cannon,  that  it  was  extremely  difficult 
and  hazardous  to  attempt  them  $  yet,  under  thefe 

accumulated 
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accnnmlated  difidTantages^  it  was  abfolutdf 
neceffiiry  that  he  fliould  fight.  The  detach* 
ments  from  count  Daun's  army  already  menaced 
Berlin;  Saxony ^  which  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
expofed,  had  become  a  prey  to  the  Imperialifts  ; 
and  the  Ruffians,  united'  with  the  Auftrians, 
encamped  bofoTje  his  eyes  in  Silefia,  the  bed  and 
richeft  part  of  his  dominions*  In  fhort,  his 
former  reputatbn,  his  prefent  difficultiesy  his 
future  hopes,  every  motive  of  honour  and  of 
(afety ,  demanded  an  e^^gement ;  the  campaign 
hafted  to  a  deciiion,  and  it  was  evident,  that 
nothing  farther  could  be  done  by  marches  and 
choice  of  pods.  The  fanguine  temper  of  other 
generals  has  often  obliged  them  to  fight  under 
diladvantages  \  but  the  king  of  Pruffia's  drcum- 
fiances  were  fuch,  that,  from  the  multitude  of 
his  enemies,  he  was  neither  able  to  confult  times 
nor  fituations.  Raihnefs  could  hardly  dictate 
^ything,  which,  in  his  condition,  would  not 
have  been  recommended  by  prudence. 

When  the  attack  was  refolved,  the  king's 
troops  put  themfelves  in  motion  on  the  1 2th  of 
^uguft,  at  two  in  the  morning;  and,  having 
formed  themfelves  in  a  wood,  advanced  towards 
the  enemy.  It  was  near  eleven  before  the 
•  a£Uoa  began*  The.  principal  effort  of  the  luing 
of  PruiQa  was  againft  the  left  wing  of  the  ruffian 

army. 
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army.  He  began,  according  to  his  ufual  method^ 
with  a  fierce  cannonade ;  which,  having  bad  the 
cS^€t  he  defirpd  from  it,  he  attacked  that  wing 
with  feveral  battalions  difpofed  in  colamns. 

The  ruffian  entrenchmentsT  were  forced  with 
great  {laughter.  Seventy-two  pieces  of  camuxii 
were  taken.  But  ftill  there  was  a  defile  to  be 
pafled,  and  feveral  redoubts  to  be  maftered^ 
which  covered  the  village  of  Kunnerfdorf.  Tliefe 
were  attacked  with  the  fame  ^refoluticm,  and 
tsdcen  one  after  another.  The  enemy  agam 
made  a  thtnd  at  the  village,  and  endeavoured 
there  to  preferve  their  ground,  by  puihmg  for- 
ward feveral  battalions  of  horfe  and  foot :  bat 
their  refi(bnce  ihere  proved  not  more  effefknaJ 
than  it  had  done  everywhere  elfe ;  they  were 
driven  from  pbft  to  poft  quite  to  the  laft  xe- 
dout^ts*  For  upwards  of  fix  hours  fortune 
favoured  the  Pruffians,  who  everywhere  br<^ 
the  enemy  with  an  unparalleled, flaughter.  They 
had  driven  them  from  almoft  all  the  ground 
which  they  had  occupied  before  the  battle ;  they 
had  taken  more  than  half  their  ardllery :  fcarcely 
anything  feemed  wanting  to  the  moft  complete 
decifion. 

The  king  in  thofe  drcumftances  wrote  a  bSlet 

to  the  queen,  to  this  efied :  *'  Madam,  we  ha^e 

^^  beat  the  Ruffians  firom  their  entrez^chments. 

,5  «  b 
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^*  Itt  two  hours  expeft  to  hear  of  a  glorious 
•«  viftory/'  This  news  arrived  at  Berlin  juft  as 
the  poft  was  going  out,  and  the  friends  of  the 
king  of  Pruffia  throughout  Europe,  exulted  in  si 
certain  and  conciufive  victory.  Meantime,  for'* 
tune  was  preparing  for  him  a  terrible  reverfe. 

The  enemy,  defeated  in  almofl:  every  quarter, 
found  their  left  wing,  (battered  as  it  was,  to  hi 
more  entire  than  any  other  part  of  the  army. 
Count  Soltikof  therefore  affembled  the  remsdns 
of  his  right,  and  gathered  as  many  as  he  could 
from  the  centre,  reinforced  that  wing,  and  made 
a  (land  at  a  redoubt,  which  had  been  ereded  on 
a  very  advantageous  eminence.      No  more  was 
wanting  to  terminate  matters  in  favour  of  the 
king,  than  to  drive  the  Ruillans  from  this  theif 
lafthope.     But  this  enterprife  was^  difficult.     It 
was  confidently  faid,  that  the  pruflian  generals 
were  unanimous  in  their  opinion,  that  they  (hould 
not  endeavour  at  that  time  to  pu(h  any  farther 
the  advantages  they  had  obtained.    They  repre- 
fented  to  the  king,  that  the  enemy  was  ftill  very 
numerous,  their  artillery  very  confiderable,  and , 
the  poft  which  they  occupied  of  great  ftrength  j 
'  that  his  brave  troops,  who  had  been  engaged  fo 
long  a  time,  in  die  fevereft  afiion  perhaps  ever 
known,  and  in  one  of  the  hotteft  days  ever  felt, 
were  too  much  exhaufted  for  a  new  attempt ; 
VOL.  11.  Y  an 
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an  atteqipt  of  focb:  extreme  difficulty,  as  might 
daunt  even  troops  that  were  quite  freih.  That 
the  advantage  he  had  gained  would  be  as*  deci- 
five  ill  its  coafequences,  as  that  at  Zorndorf ; 
and,  whilft  the  enemy  filled  the  gazettes  of  their 
party  with  frivolous  difputes  of  the  field  of  battle, 
be  would  be  reaping^  as  he  did  then,  all  the 
effefks  of  an  unqueflioned  vlfkory-  That  the 
enemy  would  be  obliged  to  retire  immediately 
into  Polaxul,  and  to  leave  him  at  liberty  to  ad 
in  other  quarters^  where  his  prefence  was  full  as 
nereiTary. 

Thefe  reafons  were  very  cogent,  and  for  a  few 
moments  they  feenied  to  have  fome  we^ht  with 
the  king.  But  his  charad^  foon  detennined 
him  to  a  contrary  refolution).  He  could  not  beaz 
to  be  a  conqueror  by  halves.  One  eSbrt  more  was 
alone  wanting  to  that  vidoryj^which  would  free 
him  for  ever  from  the  adverfary  which  had  leaned 
heavieft  on  him  during  the  whole  of  the  wan 

Once  more  he  put  all  to  the  hazard..  Ilis 
infantry,  flill  refolute,  and  fuppojrted  by  iheic 
late  fuccefs,  were  readily  brought  to  aft  again. 
They  drew  on  their  bodies,  fainting  with  heat 
and  labour,  to  a  new  attack.  But  the  entec- 
prize  was  beyond  their  ftrength.  The  fituation 
of  the  enemy  was  impregnable  i  and  their  artik 
lery,  which  began  to  be  fuperior  to  that  of  the 

Pruflians^ 
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P}-Qflnins,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  the 
ground,  which  made  it  impoflible  for  the  latter 
to  bring  up  any  other  than  a  few  fmall  pieces,  re- 
pulfed  thefe  feeble  battalions  with  a  great  flaughter* 
With  an  aftonifhing,  perhaps  with  a  blameable 
perfeverahce^  the  pruflian  infantry  were  brought 
to  a  fecond  attack^  and  were  a  fecond  time  re** 
pulfed,  and  with  a  lofs  greater  than  at  firft. 
Thefe  efforts  being  unfuccefsful^  the  affair  was 
put  to  the  cavalry.  They  made  redoubled,  but 
ufelefs  attacks ;  the  horfes  were  fpent,  as  well  as. 
tbofe  they  carried. 

It  was  juft  at  that  time,  when  the  pjuifian 
horfe  was  wafted  by  thefe  fruitlefs  exertions,  that 
the  greateft  part  of  the  ruffian  and  the  whole 
body  of  the  auftrian  cavalry,  which  had  been 
hitherto  entirely  inaflive,  and  was  ther^ore 
quite  frefh,  rufhed  down  upon  them,  broke  them 
to  pieces,  forced  them  back  upon  their  foot,  and 
threw  the  whole  into  irreparable  diforder.  The 
army  was  univerfally  feized  with  a  panic  j  and  in  a 
few  minutes  thofe  troops,  fo  lately  vidorious  and 
irrefiftible,  were  totally  difperfed  and  defeated. 
The  king  did  everything  to  reftore  the  field, 
hazarding  his  perfon,  even  beyond  his  former 
daring,  and  prodigal  of  a  life  he  feemed  to  think 
ought  not  to  be  feparated  from  conqueft.  Thrice 
he  led  on  his  troops  to  the  cb^ge ;  two  horfes 

Y  2  were 
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were  killed  under  hitn;  feveral  balls  were  in  his 
clothes.  The  utmoft  efforts  of  fkill,  courage,  and 
defpair  were  made,  and  proved  ineflFeAual :  a 
fingle  error  outweighed  them  all.  Scarcely  a 
general,  hardly  a^  inferior  officer  in  the  army 
was  without  fome  wound.  That  of  general 
Seidlitz  was  particularly  unfortunate  j  for  to 
that  wound  the  failure  of  the  horfe,  which  he 
commanded,  was  principally  attributed.  It  was 
to  the  fpirit  and  condufl  of  this  able  officer,  that 
a  great  part  of  the  fuccefs  at  Zorndorf  had  been 
owing,  in  the  lafl  campaign.  It  is  known,  that 
rf  it  had  not  been  for  a  feafonable  mo?ement  of 
the  horfe,  the  whole  pruffian  army  bad  then  been 
in  great  danger  of  a  defeat. 

The  night,  and  the  prudent  ufe  of  fome  cm?* 
nences,  which  were  defended  as  well  as  circum* 
ftances ,  would  admit,  preferved  the  priirffian 
army  from  totat  deftruftion.  However,  thm 
lofs  was  'far  greater  than  any  which  they  bad 
fuftained  from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  All 
their  cannon  was  taken.  The  killed,  wounded,. 
and  prifoners,  by  the  moft  favourabk  accounts^ 
were  near  twenty  tljoufand.  .-General  Potkaa- 
mer  was  killed  oh  the  fpot.  •  Thofe  generals^ 
whofe  names  were  fo  diftinguiihed  in  that  war, 
Itzenplitz,  Hulfen,  Finck,  Wedel,  and  Seidlitz^ 
were  ^mong  the  wounded  ^  as  was  the  prince  of 

"Wurtemberg, 
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"Wurtembcrgy  and  five  m^jor-generals.  The 
enemy  could  not  have  fewer  than  tea  thoufand 
killed  on  their  fide.  For  h&rdly  ever  was  fought 
a  more  bloody  battle* 

•When  ^^^  ki^S  ^^  Pruffi.a  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  quit  the  field,  he  (ent  another  difpatch 
to  the  queen,  exprefled  in  this  manner :  "  Re- 
^f  move  from  Berlin  with  the  royal  family.  Let 
**  the  archives  be  carried  to  Potfdam.  T^e 
**  town  may  make  conditions  with  the  enemy/* 
It  were  vain  to  attempt  to  draw  the  pifture  of 
the  court  and  city,  on  the  receipt  of  fuch  news,  in 
the  midfl  of  the  joy  which  they  indulged  for  the 
accounts  they  had  received  but  a  few  hours  before. 
The  terror  was  increafed  by.  the  indiftinft  rela- 
tion that  foon  followed,  which  gave  them  only 
to  underftaipLd,  that  their  army  was  totally 
Touted ;  that  there  was  no  account  of  the  king, 
and  that  a  ruiSan  army  was  advancing  to  take 
pofleflion  of  theii:  city. 

The  day  after  the  battle  the  king  of  Pruffia 
Tepafied  the  Oder,  and  encamped  at  Retvin. 
Thence  he  moved  to  Furftenvalde,  and  placed 
himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  Ruilians  did 
not  venture  to  make  any  attempt  upon  Berlin. 
He  continually  watched  their  army  j  a  part  of 
which,  inftead  of  turning  tow;irds  Brandcnbi;rg,. 
inarched  into  Lufatia,  where  it  joined  that  of  the 

y  3  Auftrians* 
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Auftrians.  Here  the  viftorious  Soltikof,  for  tnc 
firft  time,  met  marfhal  Daun,  ^d  amidft  fe« 
jdicings  and  gratulations,  confulted  about  the 
meafures  for  improving  their  fuccefs. 

The  Ruffians  profited  no  more  by  the  advan- 
tages  obtained  at  Eunnerfdorf,  than  they  had 
done  the  preceding  year  by  the  viftory  at  Yagerf- 
dorf,  but  remained  (lationary  in  that  difliriA,  and 
demolifhed,  according  to  cuftom,  being   ever 
intent  on  fpreading  ruin  and  defolation  arourd 
them,  all  the  fluices  of  the  Frederic- William  canal, 
which    connefts    the   Spree    with    the    Odcn 
Marfhal  Daun  was  for  paffing  the  Oder :  but  he 
was  over-ruled  ;  and  thus  fumiOied  another  in- 
ilance,  that  the  auftrian  and  ruffian  generals  do  nqt 
readily  a£l  in  concert  *•    Soltikof  excufed  himfelf 
by  alkging,  that  he  had  already  done  much: 
.  having  in  this  year  alone  twice  routed  the  Prof* 
fians,and  thereby  extremely  reduced  his  numbers, 
^  while   the  great  auftrian  army  had   remained 
totally  inadiye  J  and  that  therefore  he  ought  not 

^  ThiBiSSlkt  to  the  Auftrians  might  probably  be  tn  part 
a'biibcd  to  the  complaints  whfchy  in  the  feveh  yearwar/the 
court  of  Vienna  was  perpetually  ipaking^againft  the  rulS&n 
jenerals  at  that  of  pctcrfbgrg.  This  bcmg  at  length  pti?- 
ceived  by  the  former,  attempts  were  made,  by  flattery  and 
prefcnts,  to  repair  the  union  that  had  been  thus  difiblved  -^ 
tooIat«» 

to 
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t<iTem.Qve  far  from  Poland,  for  fear  of  being 

_         •  -       ,-.,.» 

diftreffed  by  the  want  of  provifions  for  his  troogs.'  • 
Daun.promifed  to  fend  him  provifions:  a  pro-* 
mife  which,  as  the  RufCans  kept  advancing,  he 
was  unable  to  perform,  efpecially  fince  princfe 
Henry  endeavoured  everywhere  to  deftroyfhe 
auftrian  magazines,  Daun,  who  therefore  had 
enough  to  do  to  provide  for  himfelf,  now  offered 
the  Ruffians  money  :  but  Soltikof  fent  him  word 
that  his  foldiers  could  not  eat  money ;  and  as, 
moreover,  the  king  was  doing  his  utmoft  to 
prevent  the  junftion  of  the  Ruffians  with  the 
Audrians,  §oltikof  retired  to  winter-quarters  in 
Poland,  without  performing  anything  farther. 
His  army  alfo  on  this  retreat  committed  incre« 
dible  outrages  and  cruelties,  burning  villages, 
the  feats  of  nobiemen,  and  feveral  towns  in 
Silefia  and  Brandenburg,  fo  that  fmoaking  tuins 
now  likewife  marked  the  way  by  which  they 
abandoned  the  pruffian  territory  ♦. 

In  the  year  1760  the  Ruffians  inarched  into 
caftern  Pomerania,  where  they  iavefted  Colberg 

♦  They  were  rcfolved,  H  was  faid,  to  leave  the  pniman 

£ubjcr<Sls  aothiDg  but  air  and  eaithy  and  were  aflually  tniEiig 

preparations 'to  put  their  inhuman  thrc^tf,  unjuftifiabic  even 

in  war,   into  exccnlior.      Freilcric  on  this  occafion   faic!,  ' 

•*  Wc  have  to  do  with  barb>ix-iana  who  are  diL^gin?  thr  crave 

**  of  hauianity."  "     * 

•«•      >.  « 
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both  by  land  and  fea^  and  prefled  that  city  with 
a  clofe  and  unreimtted  fiege ;  but  again  without 
effedb.  In  the  meantime  another  corps,  under 
the  orders  of  count  Chemichef  entered  Berlin ; 
and  th^  king  of  Pru0ia  at  lad  faw  his  capital 
taken  by  his  moft  cruel  enemies,  and  put  to 
ranfom ;  his  native  country  was  wad^d ;  they 
took  up  their  quarters  in  his  palaces,  ruined  all 
the  royal  manufadories,  emptied  the  arfenal,  and 
would  have  carried  their  wild  outrages  ftill 
farther  agaipft  the  dty  and  its  inhabitants,  had 
not  general  Tottleben,  who  had  been  formerly 
in  the  pruflian  fervice^  and  lived  fomedme  in 
Berlin,  a^ed  the  part  of  a  mediator  between 
them  and  their  enemies,  and  exerted  hirofelf  to 
the  utmoft  to  procure  them  a  reprieve.  The  Ru(^ 
fians,  however,  no  fooner  heard  that  the  king 
was  on  bis  march  to  the  fuccour  of  his  diflreflfed 
capital,  than  they  turned  about  and  withdrew  to 
Poland,  after  the  command  had  been  given  to 
count  Butturlin,in  confequence  of  an  opinion  that 
prevailed  even  at  St.  Peterfburg,  and  which  bad 
been  corroboirated  by  accounts  from  Vienna, 
that  it  was  the  faylt  of  the  ruffian  conimanders, 
that  the  combined  forces  of  the  two  imperial 
courts  had  atchieved  no  more. 

Again  in  the  following  year   f  1761  J,    the 
Rqffians  fucceeded  in  effeflij)g  a  jundUon  with 

the 
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the.Aufbians  near  Strigau.     But  the  want  of 
provifions  feparated  the  two  armies ;  when  the 
RuiSanSy  having  re-cro0ed  the  Oder,  now  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  fortifications  of  Col* 
berg,  which,  though  badly  garrifoned,  had  beeu 
no  lefs  than  ten  times  fummoned  to  furrender  ia 
vain,  and  took  up  their  winter^^quarter;  in  Pome- 
rania,  and  the  Neumark,    The  affairs  of  the  king 
of  Pruffia  were  certainly  at  prefent  in  a  far  more 
calamitous  fituation,  than  they  had  been  at  any 
period  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war.    The 
Auftrians  had  fpread  themfelves  over  all  Silefia^ 
while  the  Mark  and  Pomerania  were  fubmitted  to 
the  ravages  of  the  Ruffians  ;  nothing  remained  to 
him  but  Saxony.     Frederic  too  felt  his  diftrelTes 
more  heavily  than  ever;   he  became  fuddenly 
referved,  fpeaking  but  little,  even  with  his  mod 
confidential  ofHcers  ;  and  feemed  now  to  appre- 
hend that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not 
utterly  impoffible,  for  him  any  longer  to  make 
head  againft  his  enemies.    But  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  his  condition  feemed  the  mod  hope- 
Icfs,  the  death  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  which 
hap]:>ened  on  the  25th  of  Pecember  1761,  opened 
to  him  all  at  once  a  brighter  profpefl,  and 

refcued  him  from  a  labyrinth,  out  of  which  he 
(o»ld  perceive  no  efcape,  and  from  which  it  is 

hard 
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hard  to  conceive  a  poffible  means  of  being  extri. 
cated  by  any  human  combination  of  events.     So 
imfortunately  circumftancei  were  the  affairs  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  that  his  wifeft  fchemes  and 
happieft  fuccefles  could  hardly  anfwer  any  other 
end,  than  to  vary  the  fcene  of  his  dlftrefs ;  when 
exaftly  in  this  critical  conjunfture,  that  unex- 
pe£ted  removal  of  his  inveterate  foe  took  place ; 
and  the  very  change  thus  efftdled  in  the  perfon 
of  the  ruffian  fovereign,  which  fuddenlylhatched 
him  from  his  lamentable  condition,  at  the  fame 
,    time  laid  the  bafis  of  that  honourable  peace, 
which  two  years  after  crowned  his  toils,  and 
completely  annihilated  the  plans  jind  machina- 
tions of  his  numerous  enemies, 

Elizabeth^  as  emprefs,  governed  but  little  of 
herfelf;    it  being   properly   her    minifters  and 
favourites  who    dictated   her    regulations  and 
decrees.      Of  this  number,  befides  Beftuchef, 
was  alfo  Razumofiky,  to  whom,  as  was  faid,  the 
emprefs  was  even  privately  married.      At  the 
beginning  of  her  reign,  it  is  true,  Ihe  went  a  few 
.  times  to  the  fittings  of  the  fenate  j  but  the  mat- 
ters  tranfafted  there  were  by  much  too  ferious 
for  her  mind  j  and,  accordingly,  fhe  very  foon 
left  off  that  practice  altogether,  contenting  her- 
felf  by  confirming  wiih  her  T.gnuiure  the  refolu- 

tions 
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tions  of  that  aflembly,  and  the  determinations  of 
her  minifter,  or  the  conference^  which  fupplied  the 
place  of  the  council. 

Her  charafter  in  general  was  mild,  as  was 
evident  from  the  tears*  it  coft  her  whenever  flifr 
received  accounts  from  Pruffia  even  of  vi^tories^ 
gained  by  her  own  army,  on  account  of  the, 
human  blood  by  which  they  muft  necellarily 
have  been  purchafed.  Yet  even  this  delicate 
fenfibility  did  not  reftrain  her  from  profecuting 
the  war  which  fhe  had  entered  into  from  a 
Ipecies  of  revenge,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  hum- 
bling, the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  even  on  her 
death-bed  from  exhorting  the  perfons. about  to 
the  moft  vigorous  continuation  of  it.  It  alfo 
proceeded  from  this  fenfibility,  that  immediately 
on  her  acceffion  to  the  government  fhe  made 
the  vow  never  to  put  her  fignature  to  a  fentence 
of  death.  A  refolution  which  Ihe  faithfully 
kept ;  though  it  cannot  be  averred  to  have  been 
for  the  benefit  of  the  empire :  fince  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  it  the  number  of  malefaftors  who 
deferved  to  die  was  every  day  increafing,  info* 
much  that  even  the  clergy  requefted  the  emprefs 
to  retraft  her  vow,  at  the  fame  time  urging 
proofs  that  they  could  releafe  her  from  it.  All 
the  arguments  they  could  ufe,  however,  were 
of  no  avail  to  move  the  confcientious  monarch.} 

file 
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(he  would  not  give  effed  to  any  fentence  of 
death  *,  although  the  ^mmanders  in  the  army 
particularly  would  have  been  glad  that  her  con- 
fcience  had  yielded  a  little  on  that  point.  They 
declared  that  the  foldierg  were  not  to  be  re- 
drained  from  their  excefles  by  the  fevered:  cor- 
poral puniibments  they  cbuid  employ ;  whereas 
fuch  was  their  dread  of  a  folemn  execution,  that 
a  few  examples  of  that  nature  would  have  efiec- 
.  tually  kept  them  in  awe. 

Commerce  and  literature,  arts,  manufadures, 
handicrafts,  and  the  other  means  of  livelihood, 
which  had  been  foftered  by  the  former  fove- 
reigns,  continued  their  courfe  und^  Elizabeth 
with  increafmg  profperity.  The  country-pro- 
dufliS  were  obtained  and  wrought  rp  in  greater 
quantities,  and  feveral  branches  of  profit  were 
more  zealoufly  carried  on.  The  fum  appointed 
for  the  fupport  of  the  academy  of  fciences 
founded  by  Peter  I.  at  St.  Pctcrlburg,  was  con- 

*  It  18  truct  that,  in  lieu  of  capital  executions,  punifli^ 
Bients  were  inflifted  far  more  terrible  than  death,  as  for 
example,  the  tearrng  but  the  tongue  by  the  roots.  The 
commandant  at  Rogervyk  had  urually  ten  thoufand  male- 
fiidota  under  his  care,  all  of  them  ihockiogly  mutilated, 
cither  by  having  the  tongue  torn  out,  or  the  fides  of  tlie 
nodnis  cut  away  by  red-hot  pincers,  or  their  cars  cut  off, 
or  their  arms  twifted  behind  them  by  diflocation  at  the 
flijulders,  8:c. 

fiderably 
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fiderably  augmented  by  Elizabeth,  and  (he  more- 
over eftabliflied  in  1758  the  academy  ftill  fubfift-^ 
ing  for  the  arts  of  painting  and  fculpture,  ill 
which  a  number  of  young  pcrfons  are  brought 
up  as  painters,  engravers,  ftatuaries,  architeds^ 
and  the  like.  At  Mofco  ihe  endowed  an  univer- 
lity  and  two  gymnafiums. 

The  emprefs  Elizabeth  herfetf  having  a  good 
voice,  mufic,  which  Anne  bad  already  much  en- 
couraged, found  under  her  adminiftration  a  per* 
petual  acceflion  of  difciples  and  admirers;  fo 
that  even  numbers  of  perfons  of  diftindion  at 
St.  Peterlburg  became  excellent  performers. 
The  art  of  afting  plays  was  now  alfo  mofe 
general  among  the  Rudians.  Formerly  none 
'  but  french  or  italian  pieces  were  performed  on 
the  ftage  of  St.  Peterfburg,  whereas  now  Sii^- 
marokof  obtained  celebrity  as  a  dramatic  poet 
in  his  native  language,  and  in  1756  Elizabeth 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  ruffian  theatre  in  he? 
lefidence.  —  Architefture,  Kkewife,  found  a 
great  admirer  and  patronefs  in  her,  Peterfburg 
and  its  vicinity  being  indebted  to  her  for  great 
embellifliments  and  numerous  ftrudtures. 

The  magnificence  which  had  prevailed  under 
Anne  at  the  court  of  St.  Peterfturg  was  not 
diminiflied  during  her  reign,  and  the  court  eift»* 

blifhment 
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Uiftment  therdbre  amounted  to  extraordinary 
fams*  Elizabe^h^  indeed,  in  this  re^£t  did 
not  imitate  her  great  lather;  and  accordingly 
in  the  feven-year  -  war  the  want  of  a  weil-ftored 
treafury  was  already  very  fenfibly  felt. 

The  population  of  the  empire  was  confider^ 
ably  increafed  under  her  ;  and  fo  early  as  175^9 
according  to  the  ftatement  in  an  account  pub- 
Uflied  by  an  ofEcial  perfon  it  was  augmented  by 
one  fifth. 

Elizabeth  continued  the  pradice  of  her  prede- 
ceflbrs  in  encouraging  foreigners  to  come  and 
fettle  in  her  empire.  Emigrant  Servians  culti- 
vated a  confiderable  trafb  of  land,  till  then 
aknoft  entirely  uninhabited,  on  the  borders  of 
Turkey,  where  they  built  the  town  of  £Ii2sabeth* 
gorod,  and  multiplied  fo  faft,  that  more  recently 
[17643  a  particular  diflrid  was  formed  of  thefe 
improvements,  under  the  name  of  New  Serviz. 
Only  the  jews  Elizabeth  was  no  lefs  refolute 
not  to  tolerate  than  her  father  had  been;  info- 
jmuch  that  fo  early  in  her  reign  as  1743  they 
were  ordered  to  quit  the  country  on  pain. of 
death. 

•  .  '     "      t     » • 

:. The  army  was  augment^  under  EU^abethv 
improved,  however,  certainly  not.  There  were 
flow  no  longer  af  the  head  of  it  fueh  m^  asthe 

.    .  forei^ers*^ 
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{ordgper^  Munich,  Keitb^  oi*  Loevendal  *  j  who» 
befid^s  their  perfoaal  courage  aad  intrepidity^ 
poiTeifed  the  foqndeft  principles  of  the  art  of 
vrar }  and,  what  is  jo£  no  le(s  confequenoe  in  a 
commander,  kept  up  a  flrid  difgipline,  aad  took 
care  that  the  laws  of  fubordinauon  were  puac* 
tually  obferved*  The  excelllve  licence  which 
the  regiments  of  guards^  particularly  the  life* 
company  of  the  preobajenfkoy  guards,  prefumed 
to  exercife,  under  the  very  eyes  of  the  empreis  in 
St.  Peterfburg,  afforded  no  good  example  to  the 
reft  of  the  army }  and  Elizabeth,  in  appointing 
^  thofe  foldiers  of  that  life-ccmpany,  who  had 
been  moft  guilty  of  flagrant  difordcrs  and  the 
bafeft  conduct,  to  be  officers  in  the  marching 
regiments,  gives  us  no  very  high  idqa  of  what 
was  required  in  an  officer,  but  rather  ferves 
cafily  to  explain  whence  it  arofe  that  fuch  fre- 
quent complaints  were  made  of  infubordination. 
—  A  great  number  of  excellent  regulations 
that  had  been  introduced  into  the  army >  and 

*  MuBich  was  in  Siberia;  Keith  wa^  gone  fnto  the 
prufliBn,  «Bd  L^vendal  into  the  frencfa  fervice.  The  em« 
prefs  grcady  legretted  the  lofs  of  the  two  latter;  and  nn- 
qoeftiDiNibly  tliey  were  the  beft  generals  of  h^  army,  but 
they  were  often  obliged  to  put  up  with  affronts  from  the 
snttre  Ruflbns  under  £U2abcth|  and  liad  no  friend  In 
Beftuchc£ 

always 
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always  enforced  by  foreigners,  efpecially  bf 
Munich,  were  fufiered  by  the  mffyn  generals 
to  £dl  into  total  difofe ;  the  bad  efieds  of  which 
negligence  were  very  foon  perceived :  and  it  was 
undoubtedly  a  drcumftance  highly  favourable 
CO  the  ruffian  troops,  that  for  ftveral  years  fuc« 
eeffively  in  the  war  which  we  have  had  occafion 
fo  often  to  mention,  riiey  had  to  engage  with 
fuch  a  mafter  in  the  i;nilitary  art  as  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  and  by  their  conflicts  with  him,  as  well 
as  by  their  connection  with  the  auftrian,  and  in 
the  fequel  with  the  prufHan  foldiery,  they  had 
an  opportunity  for  learning  fo  many  things  and 
of  forming  themfelves  into  regular  combatants  *• 
As  foldiers,  the  Ruffians,  even  in  the  feven-year 
war,  difplayed  great  perfonal  bravery,  generally 
oppofing  the  enemy  with  the  utmofl:  obftinacy. 
•*  Thefe  fellows  may  be  killed,  it  is.  true,** 
Frederic  once  obferved,  "  but  they  can  never 

•  Thosy  for  example,  in  an  engagement  with  the  Pmft 
fians,  they  drew  up  in  the  fame  order  of  battle  as  they  ob- 
ferred  in  their  wars  with  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  forming 
the  whole  army  into  a  quadrangle,  in  the  centre  of  whidi 
^nras  the  baggage.  But  the  cannon  balls  made  dreadful 
bavoc  Ti^ith  troops  (o  dofely  comprefTed  i  one  fiugk  (hot  it 
{aid  to  have  either  kilkd  or  wounded  4s  men  of*  a  xtgimant. 
uf  grenadiers.  —  In  fighting  agaxnft  Tartars,  who  h^vc  in 
part  no  other  arms  than  arrows,  this  order  of  battle  n^y 
perhaps  be  advantageous*   > 

5  "be 
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^'  be  conquered ;''  for  they  ftood  like  ramparts, 
defended  themfelves  valiantly  at  their  poftc^, 
and  frequently  would  fuffef  themfelves  to  be 
cnt  in  pieces  rather  than  fall  back  an  inch. 
But  when  once  they  were  thrown  into  difor* 
der,  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  any  officer  to 
bring  them  to  rally  and  ftand  their  ground ; 
they  then  began  to  fall  upon  the  brandy  cafk^  : 
among  the  baggage,  with  which  they  made 
themfelves  fo  beaftly  drunk  that  they  fired  and 
cut  at  their  officers  who  were  endeavouring  to 
reflore  order  among  them^  or  they  difperfed 
themfelves  over  the  fcene  of  a&ion  to  rahfack 
the  villages  and  rob  the  inhabitants;  where'  they 
often  met  death  as  a  reward  for  their  impru- 
dence. Thus  it  was  ufual  for  them,  by  their 
behaviour  in  the  field  of  battle,  in  the  camp,  and 
in  their  .quarters,  to  give  a  ftriking  example  of 
what  2  difcipKned  army  ought  not  to  be.  The 
art  of  engaging  with  heavy  artillery  was  more- 
over that  particular  branch  of  military  fcience, 
wherein  the  Ruffians  had  always  been  mod  ex- 
pert, and!  the  fire  of  their  cannon  ftruck  terror 
into  the  enemy.  One  of  their  generals,  count 
Shuvalof,  had,  fhortly  before  the  feven-year  war 
broke  out,  invented  a  new  kind  of  howitzer 
which  produced  the  greateft  effed:,  and  in  the 
feveral  engagements  with  the  PrufCans,  was 
VOL.  lu  t  employed 
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>  employed  greatly  to  the  difadvantage  of  the 
latter. 

Elizabeth  tamifiied  her  reign  *  by  the  infti- 
Wion  of  a  political  court  of  inquifition^  under 
the  name  of  a  fecret  ftate-chancery,  empowered 
to  examine  into  and  ponifh  all  fuch  charges 
brought  before  it  as  related  to  the  expreflion  of 
any  kind  of  difpleafure  with  the  meafures  of  go- 
Venunent.  This,  as  is  ufual  in  all  fuch  cafi», 
opened  a  door  to  the  viteft  praftices :  the  loweft 
and  mod  profligate  of  mankind  were  now  on- 
ployed  as  fpies  and  informers,  who  were  paid 
lor  their  denunciati<His  and  calumnies,  for  bear- 
ing witnefs  againft  the  moft  virtuous  ckara£lers, 
if  they  happened  by  a  look,  by  a  Sirug  of  the 
Ihoulders,  by  a  few  barmlefs  words,  to  fignify 
their  difapprobation  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
fovereign,  as  was  frequently  the  cafe,  efpecially 
on  the  part  which  Elizabeth  took  in  the  war 

*  The  barbarkic^s  of  the  rufiian  troops  in  the  territones 
of  the  king  of  Pruflia  were  committed  indeed  during  hef 
reign ;  but  in  this  refpedl  fhe  »may  perhaps  be  thought  in 
fome  degree  excufable^  as  thcfe  horrors  were  perpetrated 
without  her  knowkdge.  It  was  at  leaft  not  her  will  that 
her  troops  fhould  behate  in  fuch  a  manner.  She  had  given 
proper  orders  for  a  more  honourable  treatment  of  the  inlia* 
bitants  of  the  hoilile  countries  —  only  thefe  orders  met 
with  the  fame  fate  that  many  thoufands^  b9th  before  and 
iinccy  b^ve  had,  that  of  not  being  obeyed. 

againS 


HISTORY   OF    RUSSIA.  339 

againft  Frederic  11.  Sons  might  impeach  their 
fathers,  debtors  their  creditors,  and  thus  the 
prifons  were  frequently  infufficient  to  contain  the 
number  of  thofe  who  were  accufed  of  a  want  of 
refped  for  the  government,  and  of  fome  fedjtious 
fpeech,  as  every  flight  ftridure  was  immedi* 
ately  called.  ~-  Elizabeth  evinced,  efpecially  in 
the  latter  years  of  her  life,  great  apprehenfiont 
and  alarms,  as  if  afraid  that  flie  (hould  meet  a 
fimilar  fate  with  that  flie  had  brought  upon 
Anne ;  and  is  faid  therefore  to  have  more  than 
once  curfed  the  memory  of  thofe  who  firfl  con- 
ceived the  thought  of  chacing  princes  from  their 
thrones.  — -  She  is  univerfally  reported  to  have 
indulged,  but  more  particularly  for  fome  years 
before  her  death,  in  the  mod  unbounded  intetfi- 
perance  and  fenfuality :  however,  (he  continued 
in  the  undifturbed  and  tranquil^  enjoyment  of 
her  exalted  ftation  to  the  laR:  day  of  her  life. 
At  that  period  Charles  Peter  Ulric,  or,  as  he 
is  ftyled  in  his  quality  of  emperor,  Peter  UL 
peaceably  and  legitimately  acceded  to  the  rufllan 
crown  as  her  declared  fucceflbr. 

Peter  III.  was  the  only  fon  of  Charles  Fre- 
deric duke  of  Holftein,  by  the  princefs  Anne, 
eldeft  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great  and  Catha- 
rine I.  He  was  born  at  Kiel,  in  1728;  his 
parents  having  thought  it  prudent  to  quit  RufCa 

2  2  on 


346  HIStORY    OF    RUSSIA- 

on  the  death  of  Catharine  I.  their  affedionaf  e 

mother.     Soon  after  Peter's  birth  his  mother 

Anne  departed  this  life.  —  His  father  on  the 

demife  of  Charles  XII.  had  every  reafonable  ex« 

peftation  of  •  being  king  of  Sweden.     Had  the 

life  of  Charles  been  protrafted,  and,  as  from 

his  little  propenf>fy  to  the  female  fex  there  was 

room  to  exped,  had  not  married,  then  probably 

the  dtrke  Would  have  been  his  fuceeflbr;  but 

that  monarch  being  faddenly  kiHed*  by  a  flK>t  1 

before  Frederikfliall,  the  views  of  Cliarles  Fre^ 

deric  on  the  fwedifli  throne  immediately  vanifhed,  | 

though,  as  the  fon  of  Charles's  elder  fitter,  he  I 

had  the  neareft  right.     Ulrica,  younger  fifter  of  I 

Charles,  took  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and  the 

difappointed  duke  repaired  to  Ruffia.      Peter  L 

would  gladly  have  helped  him  in  the  recovery 

of  hfs  I'ight ;  but  his  exertions  were  fruitlefs ; 

and   that  fovereign  was  even  obliged,  at  the 

treaty   of  Nyfladt,  to  promife  not  to  meddle 

cither  diredlly  or  indireftly  in  the  fucceffion  of 

Sweden.     The  duke  was  however  hufband  of 

the  princefs  Anne,  and  had  fome  hope  to  fee, 

on  the  death  of  Catharine  I.  his  wife,  perhaps, 

Catharine's  cldeft  daughter,  emprefs  of  Ruffia*: 

but  this  hope  alfo  was  defeated.     Mentfliikof, 

in  order  to  keep  up  his  confequence  in  the  ad- 

miniilration,  had  fo  contrived  that  the  young 

Peter 
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Peter  was  named  as  fucceflfor  in  Catharine's  will, 
to  whom,  only  in  cafe  he  fhould  die  childlefs, 
Anne  was  to  fucceed  ;  and,  chat  this  cafe  might 
not  e^fily  happed,  Mentfliikof  refolved  to  marry 
Peter  early.      Neverthdefs,    as   Peter  aftually 
died  unmarried  and  without  heirs,  Anne  njiight 
certainly  have  appealed  to  Catharine's  teftamcnt 
in  fupport  of  her  claims  to  the  vacant  throne. 
But  fh^  was  now  no  longer  alive,    and  her 
hufband  the  d^uke,  who  lived  in  perfeft  retire- 
meat,  feeing  the  pretenfions  alfo  of  his  foa  Peter 
now  totally  fruftrated  by  the  eledion  of  Anne 
dowager  duchefs.  of  Courland,  brought,  him  up 
in  a  manner  befitting  a  prince  of  the  petty  do- 
mains of  Holdein-Gottorp,  as  fortune  feemed 
to  have  cut  him  off  from  all  hopes  of  acquiring 
^  grander  jthrone.     Peter's  education,  therefore, 
at  Kiel,  firll  uxid^r  the  care  of  bis  father,  and 
then  under  that  of  his  uncle^  duke  Adolphus 
Frederic,  bifliop  of  Lubeck  *,  was  fuch  as  pro- 
mifed  to  qualify  him  for  an  able  and  worthy 
ruler  of  his  little  patrimony ;  when  all  at  once 
in  his  fourteenth  year,  the  mod  brilliant  pro- 
fpe6l,  that  of  being  one  day  monarch  of  the 
vafl  ruilian  empire,  opened  upon  him.     Eliza- 
beth, the  maternal  aunt  of  Peter,  feut  for  the 

*  Afterwards  king  of  Sweden. 

?  3  yoi^njS 
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young  prince  to  St.  Petcr(burg;  and,  on  hi» 
arrival  there,  after  he  had  publicly  made  pro- 
feiEon  of  the  greek  communion,  proclaimed 
him  grand*duke  of  Ruffia,  and  her  fucceflbr  to 
the  imperial  diadem.  The  fame  year,  likewife, 
the  Swedes  had  eleded  him  their  king :  an 
honour  which  he  declined  to  accept ;  and  re« 
mained  in  Ruflia.  Thus  therefore  the  fon  pre- 
fumed  to  rejeft  that  crown  for  which  the  father 
had  contended  in  vain;  and  in  lieu  thereof 
obtained  the  reverfion  of  a  dill  mightier  realm, 
which  the  father  had  fuppofed  to  be  loft  to  him 
for  ever. 

Elizabeth  then  afted  fo  far  entirely  as  became 
t  relation  to  her  nephew ;  and  fhe  really  had 
a  cordial  affeftion  for  the  young  prince.  But 
certainly  much  more  was  incumbent  on  her 
than  fimply  the  calling  of  him  to  Ruflia,  if  file 
intended  to  form  him  for  a  fovcreign,  capable 
of  being  one  day  a  bleffing  to  himfelf  and  to 
his  people  as  her  immediate  fucceffor.  Here, 
however,  flie  was  unpardonably  negligent.  In. 
ftead  of  giving  Peter  an  opportunity  for  ftudymg 
the  train  of  flate  bufinefs  in  fo  extenfive  a 
monarchy  as  that  of  Ruffia,  ihe  kept  him  at  a 
diftance  from  whatever  related  to  the  aSairs  of 
government.  Diftruft  and  jealoufy  which  evil- 
minded  perfobs  endeavoured  to  excite  and  to 

foment 
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foment  very  foon  begot  a  coolnefs  between  the 
aunt  and  the  nephew  ;  and  Elizabeth  more  and 
more  narrowed  the  fphere  of  Peter's  aftivity, 
tnftead  of  guiding  it,  as  fhe  ought  to  have  done, 
to  objcSs  worthy  of  a  future  fovereign.  She 
even  fuftered  him  frequently  to  be  in  great  want 
of  money.  No  employment  was  therefore  left 
for  Peter,  except  the  military.  He  was  diligent 
in  exercifing  the  guards ;  but  occupied  himfclf 
principally  with  a  fmall  body  of  hoiftein  troops 
that  were  quartered  in  Oranienbaum,  and  to 
whom  he  was  more  attached,  as  his  country^ 
men,  than  to  the  Ruffians,  and  they  in  return 
fhewed  greater  fidelity  and  devotion  to  him. 

This  reciprocal  want  of  confidence  between 
Elizabeth  and  Peter  continued  with  increafing 
effeQs,  but  more  particularly  in  the  firft  years  of 
the  war  of  1756.  Peter,  who  had  beenperfon- 
ally  acquainted  with  the  king  of  Pruflia,  enter- 
tained an  unbounded  reverence  for  that  mo- 
narch :  he  could  imagine  nothing  more  valuable 
than  his  friendfliip  ;  of  which  Frederic  alfo  gave 
many  teftimonies  to  Peter,  and  the  grand-duke 
fuffered  no  opportunity  to  pafs,  in  which  he 
could  evince  his  veneration  for  his  royal  friend. 
Thefe  fentiments,  fo  entirely  oppofite  to  thofe  of 
Elizabeth,  neceffarily  engendered  parties  in  the 
court  i  and  it  could  not  be  agreeable  to  the 

z  4  emprefs 
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^nprefs,  who  wifhed  from-  her  heart  to  render 
all  her  fubjefts  the  implacable  enemies  of  the 
Pruilians,  that  even  her  fucceflbr  ihould  fet  the 
example  of  ^ifapproving  her  proceedings  againft 
Frederic;  When  the  ruffian  army  gained  ^, 
viftory  oyer  the  Pruffians,  and  a  thanklgiy- 
Ing  was  kept  for  it  in  Ruffia,  Peter  never 
appeared  at  the  folemnity ;  but  end^voured,  by 
publiOiing  more  authentic  accounts  of  the  loffes 
fuftained  by  the  Ruffians,  to  abate  the  joy  of  the 
fubjefts :  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  king  of 
Pruffia  defeated  the  Ruffians,  he  celebrated  the 
day  in  feftivity  with  his  foldiers  and  companions 
at  Oranienbaum.  This  ftriking  partiality  of  the 
grand-duke  for  the  pruffian  hero  may  very  eafily 
b|^  fuppofed  to  have  raifed  apprehenfions  in  the 
mind  of  !plllzabeth  lefl  Peter  fhould,  perhaps, 
by  putting  all  to  the  {lake,  as  (he  had  done 
before,  giet  poffeffion  of  the  throne;  to  which 
fhe  was  inclined  to  fufpeft  that  Frederic  might 
furnifh  him  with  the  beft  advice.  But  Peter 
was  not  a  man  to  bring  fuch  a  defign  to  bear,  if 
the  plan  of  it  had  been  fuggefted  to  him :  he 
had  neither  courage'  nor  refolution  enough  for 
it,  as  was  afterwards  feen  at  his  detrufion  from 
the  throne.  Thus  much,  however,  may  (kfely 
be  affirmed,  that  Elizabeth's  diffi}Iution  caufed 
him  no  extreme  regret,  though  certainly  not  fo 

much 


«  ■• 
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ipGuich  becaufe  he  was  delivered  by  it  from  his 
very  confined  fituation,  as  becaufe  he  now  ob- 
tained the  opportunity  of  giving  the  king  of 
Pruilia  a  more  explicit  and  unequivocal  proof  of 
his  friendihip  and  efteem,  by  putting  an  end 
to  the  war  carried  on  againft  him,  than  he  ha4 
been  hitherto  able,  by  the  important  fervices  he 
had  rendered  him  during  the  war,  and  iiji  enr 
deavouring  in  various  ways,  and  as  far  as  pofr 
fible,  to  alleviate  the  preffure  of  it. 

H6  fent  to  inform  Frederic  of  his  acceflion 
to  the  throne;,  and  the  king,  not  content  with 
barely  felicitating  him  on  the  event,  communi- 
eated  to  him  his  earnefl:  dedre  to  enter  on  a 
negotiation  for  peace  with  him.  Though  Peter 
inherited  the  crown  from  Elizabeth,  he  did  not 
inherit  with  it  her  animofity  againft  PruiSa^ 
and  therefore  immediately  fettled  an  armiftice 
with  Frederic  :  he  next  addreffed  himfelf  to  the 
jtllies  of  his  empire  to  bring  about  a  general 
peace  with  Pruffiaj  and,  on  their  refufing  to 
hearken  to  his  'propofals  *,  he  prefently  after 
concluded  a  feparate  peace  between  the  courts 
of  St.  Peterfburg  and  Berlin,  by  the  terms 
whereof  Frederic  had  reftitution  of  all  that 
the  ruflian  troops  had  captured  in  his  dominions* 

*  For  the  anfwers  given  by  the  feTeral  courts  and  other 
ftate  papers  daring  this  reign,  fee  Life  of  Catharine  IL 
ToL  i.  Appendix. 

Though 
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Though  this  was  already  much  more  than  the 
pruilian  monarch  could  have  expeded,  yet  Peter 
flopped  not  here,  but  diredly  proceeded  even 
to  declare  himfelf  the  friend  and  ally  of  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  and  at  the  fame  time  fent  orders  to 
his  troops  to  join  the  Pruffians,  where  they  were 
to  aft  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  king. 
Thus  the  two  powers,  from  the  moft  inveterate 
enemies,  were  now  not  only  friends  but  even 
allies.     A  change  which  indeed  excited  univer- 

fal  aftoniihment,  and  at  firfl:  feemed  incredible  even 

* 

to  the  contending  armies,  though  it  prefently 
impreffed  itfelf  on  them  as  an  undeniable  faft. 
Frederic,  however,  did  not  make  ufe  of  the 
Ruffians  at  this  time :  they  once  afforded  him 
fignal  fcrvice,  though  not  till  after  Peter's  death, 
and  then  not  fo  much  by  participation  as  by 
their  inactivity,  as  may  be  feen  from  the  hiftory 
of  his  fucceffor. 

By  this  peace  the  emperor  did  not  acquire 
many  thanks  from  his  country,  as  they  con- 
ceived he  had  afted  too  generoufly,  and  given 
away  too  much.  The  rejoicings  were  infinitely 
greater  on  account  of  the  abolition  of  the  fecret 
fiate-chancery,  and  the  recall  of  all  thofe  who  had 
been  banifhed  under  the  former  *  adminiftrations 


*  Thus  £iren»  Munich>  and  Lcilocq  now  obtain^  their 
freedom.' 

as 
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as  the  viflims  oF  policy,  or  of  the  felfifli  paflions 
of  the  rulers,  and  the  intrigues  of  their  minifters* 
The  aftivity  of  Peter's  mind  feemed  now  to 
expand  with  his  elevation  ;  and  the  (late  of  inac- 
tion in  which  Elizabeth  had  kept .  her^e^hewv^  _ 
was  fucceeded  by  a  vigilance  and  energy  highly 
honourable  to  the  monarch.     He  enafted  feveral 
new  ftatutes,  and  made  many  falutary  regulations. 
Thus,  in  alleviation  of  the  burdens  of  the  people, 
he  lowered  the  price  of  fait ;  gave  the  ruflian 
nobility,  whom  he  confidered  as  dill  in  want  of 
fome  farther   polifli,   permiflSon  to  enter  into 
foreign  fervice  to  improve  themfelves  in  military 
exercifes,  and  to  vifit  foreign  courts  to  corxefl: 
and  enlarge  their  notions ;  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  commerce  he  leflened  the  duties  in  the 
livonian  ports,    and  inftituted  a   loan-bank  to 
abate  the  preffure  of  exceffive  ufury.     He  dili- 
gently vifited  the  feveral  official  departments  of 
gfevernment,  was.  induftrious  in  his  application    * 
to  ftate  affairs,  received  petitions  with  his  own 
hand  —  by  all  which  he  excited  the  general 
hope    that    the  empire   would    be  profperous 
during  his   reign.      Yet,    notwithftanding  his 
aftivity,  through  which  a  certain  hearty  good- 
will to  be  ufefiil  to  his  country  was  manifeftly  ap- 
parent, he  fliew^d,  by  his  behaviour  towards  his 
wife,  who  greatly  excelled  him  in  intelleftual 
endowments,   by  his  prominent  partiality  for 

the 
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the  GennanS)  by  the  hafty  regulations  he  m^ 
troduced  among  the  troops,  particularly  th^ 
guards,  by  his  attempts  to  reform  the  church 
and  the  clergy,  by  his  perfe&  indiflference  for 
popular  opinions  and  prejudices,  by  his  in- 
*  yet^rate  hatred  to  Denmark,  and  by  the  war 
be  proje&ed  for  the  pacification  of  it,  that 
he  had  not  the  art  of  calculating  the  confe* 
quences  of. his  aftions  as  a  fovereign,  and  of 
combining  with  his  adivity  the  neceflfary  quali* 
ties  of  wifdom  and  prudence.  It  was  this  want 
of  prudence,  which  appeared  on  fo  many  occa« 
fions,  though  it  was  doubly  necelfary  to  him  as  a 
german  prince  on^  the  ruffian  throne,  that  ia- 
volved  him  in  his  fubfequent  misfortunes,  and 
finally  brought  on  his  fuin ;  fo  that  he  was  de* 
throned  without  the  lead  oppofition, 

Elizabeth  had  taken  care  early  to  provide  a 
^t  match  for  her  nephew  the  grand-duke  Peter. 
Her  firft  choice,  as  (he  was  then  in  peace  and 
amity  with  Frederic,  was  direfted  to  the  princefe 
Amelia  of  Pruffia,  fifter  to  the  king,  as  a  con- 
fort  for  her  fucceffor.  Frederic,  however,  de- 
clined this  honour ;  and,  in  return  for  the  con- 

"V 

fidence  repofed  in  him,  took  the  liberty  to  fug- 
geft,  that  the  princefs  Augufta  Sophia  Frederica, 
of  Anhalt-Zerbfl,  a  relation  of  the  grand-duke 
would  be  a  fuitable  match  :  the  connexion  was 
\  ^  \^  accordingly  brought  about,  Leftocg  having  a 
I-  •  /        principal 


\ 

\ 
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ptincipal  ihare  in  the  negotiation.   This  princefs^ 
therefore,  came  to  Ruflia  in  1744,  was  baptised 
into  the  greek  church,  "receiving  at  the  cefe-      // 
niony  the  name  of  JEkatatina  Alexievna^  and  /n 
was  married  to  Peter  on  Aefirft  of  September 
'The  new-married   couple  agreed  togc- 
ler  very  well  at  firft ;  bat  this  marriage  cer-* 
tainly  was  not  crowned  with  that  complete  and 
permanent  union,  which  is  founded  on  a  iimilarity  . 
of  fentiment  and  charafter.     Peter  was  rather 
unpleafing  and  coarfe  in  his  manners  ;  and  had 
fallen  into  habits  of  intemperance :  as  thefe  were 
highly  difagreeable  to  Catharine,  it  was  no  diffi- 
cult matter  for  the  court-cabal  to  weaken  ftill 
more  the  little  affedion  that  fubfifted  between 
them,  till  at  lait  a  mutual  coldnefs  and  averiion 
enfued*  Peter  had  ceafed  to  ihew  any  indulgence, 
afpecially  finice  he  became  emperor,  and  indeed 
to  obferve  any  decorum  towards  his  fpoufe; 
affronted  and  infulted  her  both  in  public  *  and 
in. private,  thereby  continually  more  and  more 
alienating  her  from  him,  and  even  talked  openly 
of  repudiating  her,  and  of  difmheriting  her  fon. 
His  enemies,  of  whom  he  had  a  great  many  sdt 
court,  iailed  not  to  reprefent  his  behaviour  to 

*' She  was  obliged,  for  inftance,  to  confer  the  order  of 
St.  Catharine  on  the  countcfs  Elizabeth  Vorontzof,  with       / 
u%p^ hecarnVd  on  an  intrigae. 
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the  emprdk  in  the  mod  odious  Ugfit,  to  £in  Imt 
diflike  to  him,  to  infpire  her  with  a  dread  of 
him^  and  by  thefe  means  to  prepare  her  for 
adopting  thofe  meafures,  which  they  reprefented 
to  her  as  the  only  ones  left  to  procure  a  deliver* 
ance* 

Peter  was  a  German,  and  was  fo  little  ac-^ 
quainted  with  the  art  of  concealing  his  predilec-^ 
tion  for  his  countrymen,  fo  plainly  manifefted 
on  all  occafions  his  contempt  for  the  Ruffians^ 
that  it  was  utterly  impoffible  fgr  him  ever  to  gain 
the  attachment  and  affection  of  the  nation  he 
governed.  By  his  general  conduft,  and  parti- 
cularly by  his  inordinate  admiration  of  whatever 
was  pruffian,  he  injured  himfelf  mod  with  the  ' 
troops,  and  efpecially  with  the  guards.  The 
ruffian  army  had  in  the  lad  year  fe\'eral  times 
defeated  the  Pruifians  :  and  though  thefe  vifto- 
ries  were  always  more  to  be  afcribed  to  the  fupe- 
riority  in  numbers  of  the  ruffian  forces^  than  to 
their  greater  dexterity  in  the  art  of  war,  yet  it 
was  obvious  to  every  man,  that  the  Ruffians, 
confidering  themfelves  as  conquerors  of  the 
Pruffians,  would  naturally  boaft  of  being  better 
foldiers  than  the  Pruffians.  But  Peter,  notwith- 
{landing,  conducted  himfelf  as  the  difciple,  as  a 
general  of  the  kmg  of  Pruffia,  paraded  frequently 
in  the  pruffian  uniform,  having  already,  while 

grand- 
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grand-duke,  exercifed  his  holftein  troops  ia  the 
pruffian  methods,  and  re(blved  now,  on  being 
emperor,  to  form  the  whole  ruffian  army  on  the 
model  of  the  pruifian,  made  a  beginning  with 
the  guards,  gave  his  uncle,  prince  Lewis  of  Hol^ 
(lein,  the  chief  command  of  them,  intending 
through  him  and  his  holAein  officers  to  e£Fe£t  a 
thorough  reform  in  the  military.  The  regi- 
ments of  guards,  finding  their  pride  hurt  by 
thefe  proceedings,  murmured  not  a  little.  In 
addition  to  this,  Peter  diibanded  the  life-com- 
pany of  the  preobragenikoi  guards,  who  had 
been  fo  highly  favoured  by  Elizabeth,  that  bis 
holltein  foldiers  might  do  the  duty  of  a  life^guaxtl 
about  his  perfon }  ordered  out  the  guards,  (who 
were  always  kept  in  Peterfburg,  as  the  gai'- 
rifon  of  the  refidence.  and  for  guarding  the  im- 
perial palace;)  to  take  the  field  againft  the  Danes. 
Was  it  then  a  matter  of  furprife,  that  the  guardflf 
were  not  favourable  to  Peter  IIL  and  that  they 
did  not  (land  by  him  at  the  revolution  that 
followed  ? 

The  clergy  likewife  took  umbrage  at  the  con«- 
dud  of  Peter, and  became  his  enemies,  pretending 
to  difcern,  from  the  whole  of  his  behaviour,  that 
he  was  not  a  true  greek  chriftian.  He  had  been 
I^rought  up  in  the  {H'oteilant  communion }  and^ 
though  in  his  fifteenth  year  he  had  conformed 

7  to 
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to  the  orthodox  greek  church,  yet  the  chang* 
had  been  not  fo  much  from  conviflion,  as  fof 
form,  and  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe ;  io 
that,  liotwithftanding  he  might  have  made  him- 
felf  mafter  of  the  obfervances  and  rites  of  the 
greek  church,  yet  in  hisr  heart  he  had  ptobably 
retained  his  attachment  to  proteftantifm ;   and  * 
was  too  little  acquainted  with  the  ^ts  of  hypo^ 
crify,  to  conceal  his  principles.     But,  alas,  he 
wanted  to  bring  about  a  reformation,  exprefled 
a  defire  to  Kmit  the  worfliip,  and  leflen  the  num- 
ber of  the  figures  of  faints,  and  required  that  the 
revenues  of  the  facred  order,   particularly  the 
church-lands,  fhould  be  better  managed.     But 
how  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  for  a  ruler  to  fet 
about  the  extirpation  of  religious  prejudices,  and 
to  give  new  limits  or  regulations  to  the  authority 
of  the  national  clergy,  all  hiilory  fhews.     Peter 
the  great,  who  made  reforms  in  almoft  evefy 
department,  was  obliged  in  this  to  give  up  fe- 
deral platis  which  he  had  adopted ;  and  it  was' 
referved  for  Peter  III.  to  feel  the  fatal  eflfefts  of 
haftily  proceeding    to  fuch  alterations.     The 
archbiihop  of  Novgorod  refitted  him  openly  y 
Peter  deprived  him  of  his  dignity:    but,  this 
raifing  a  clamour  among  the  people,  he,  for  the 
lake  of  preferving  peace,  rtftored  the  prekite, 
and  thus  at  once  injured  his  own  canfe^  fliewed 

the 
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the  clergy  the  extent  of  their  influence,  anij 
drew  upon  himfelf  the  hatred  of  that  body,  and 
with  it  the  appellation^ of  heretic:  an  oppro- 
brious epithet,  which  has  never  failed  to  deprive 
every  prince  who  bore  it  of  the  love  of  his  fab- 
jefts,  by  rendering  them  infenfible  to  his  other 
merits,  were  they  ever  fo  great. 

As  Peter  feemed  but  little  inclined  to  accom- 
modate himfelf  to  the  fentiments  of  the  nation  in 
ecclefiaftical  affairs,  which  are  apt  to  be  con- 
founded with  religion,  he  (hewed  no  lefs  con- 
tempt  for  the  public  opinion  in^  other  refpefts, 
particularly  in  regard  to  his   coronation.     He 
delayed    this    ceremony   from    time    to    time, 
though,  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  it  was  not  till 
the  coronation  had  been  performed  that  he  was 
the  legitimate  ruler  of  the  empire.     Even  Fre- 
deric, his  royal  frieild,  advrfed  him  to  be  crowned 
as  foon  as  poflible :  but  Peter  was  deaf  to  all 
remonftrances,  confidering  it  only  as  an  indiffer^' 
ent  ceremony  i  though,  as  being  neceflary  and 
important,  in  the  judgment  of  the  nation,  it 
would  have  greatly  added  to  his  confequence  and 
dignity. 

Another  circumftance,  by  which  Peter  in- 
cuned  the  difplea&ire  of  his  people,  was  his  pro- 
jefied  campaign  agsunft  the  Danes.  He  refolved 
to  enforce  the  claims  of  his  family  to  the  terrii- 
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toTv  of  SchleTvig  which  Denmark  had  entirely 
appropriated,  as  Catharine  I.  had  formerly  re- 
folved  to  do  in  favour  of  his  father.    But  cer- 
tainly this  was  a  ralQi  undertaking,  unneceflarily 
involving  Rui&a  in  a  new  and  expenfive  war  ; 
and  feeming  to  be  not  fo  much  the  concern  of 
the  emperor  of  Ruflia,  as  of  the  duke  of  Hol- 
ftein,  rather  as  a  private  controverfy  than  a 
fiate  affair.    Frederic  diffuaded  him  much  from 
this  war  and  offered  his  mediation :   but  Peter 
was  immovable.      **  I  will  get  poffeffion  of 
"  the.  heritage  of  my  fathers/*  faid  he ;  **  it  is 
"  of  more  value  to  me  than  the  half  of  the 
**  tulliaiv  empire."     This  declaration,  however, 
ivas  not  calculated  to  fatisfy  the  Ruffians,  who  had 
already  fhewn  their  difcontents  in  various  ways  *• 
They  wer^  ^£^  ^^^^  Peter  had  given  up  the  con- 

*  Gcnen}  Brown,  to  whom  Peter  ha4  granted  the  patent 
•f  field-marfhaly  that  he  might  carry  on  the  war  againft  the 
Dane»  in  that  charaAer,  told  him  bluntly,  that  this  wai  was 
contrary  to  the  maxima  of  found  policy, •  and  the  political 
eooftitntioQ  of  Europe.  Peter  on  this  fnatched  the  patent 
out  of  h^  hand,  and  ordered  him  to  quit  Ru(&a ;  three  days 
after  he  feat  for  him  hack,  took  him  again  into  favour,  an^ 
difpenfcd  him  from  fcrving  in  a  military  capacity  againft 
Denmark,  faying,  **  I  will  fight  alone  for  my  nghts." 
Befides,  Denmark  had  long  been  afraid  of  a  rupture  with 
Raffia,  and  fome  of  the  ruffian  nobles  were  even  penfioncd 
|»y  t|iat  pout  for  looking  after  its  interefts  at  Peterfborg. 
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quefts  made  by  their  troops  in  Pruflia,  without 
the  flighted  compenfation,  and  for  wanting  to 
ru(h  into  a  new  war ;  that  he  had  voluntarily  fur*^ 
rendered  what  he  had  acquired  there,  and  wiflied 
to  put  it  to  the  fickle  chance  of  war  whether 
he  ihould  make  any  new  acquifitions.  It.  was 
no  difficult  matter  for  the  party  in  cppofuion  to 
Pet£r  to  take  advantage  of  thefe  hoftilities,  for 
which  preparations  were  already  begun,  fbt 
reprefenting  him  as  always  ready  to  facri- 
iice  the  country's  welfare,  the  blood  and  pro- 
perty of  his  fubjefts,  and  the .  treafure  of  the 
emph-e,  to  his  flubborn  will  and  felfifh  re&nt- 
ments. 

At  the  head  of  thofe  who  now  united  in  a 
confpiracy  to  d.ethrone  Peter  IIL  were  the  bro- 
thers count  Orlofs,  count  Razumoflky  hetman 
of  the  kqzaks,  count  Panin  chief  tutor  of 
the  hdr  apparent,  and  the  princefs  Daihkof.' 
It  afterwards  appeared  that  the  emprefs  was 
likewife  privy  to  the  plot.  This  confpiracy  was 
as  little  concealed  from  Peter,  as  formerly  Eliza* . 
beth's  enterprife  had  been  from  Anne ;  and  Peter 
ihewed  the  fame  unaccountable  carelefnefs  as 
Anne  had  difplayed.  Both  the  englifh  and 
pruffian  minifters  warned  him  frequently  of  it, 
and  Frederic  gave  him  feveral  hints  in  his  let* 
ters ;  but  he  flighted  every  caution  of  this  nature, 

A  A  3  as 
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as  if  perfeftly  fatisfied  that  he  was  in  no  danger. 
It  is  true  that  fome  of  the  perfohs  who  were 
about  him,  particularly  Razumoffty,  contri* 
buted  much  to  his  carelefnefs  at  firft,  in  regard 
'  to  the  plot,  and  to  the  irrefolution  he  afterwards 
ihewed  when  it  was  put  into  execution,  by  pre- 
tending  to  be  his  friends,  while  they  kept  up  an 
intelligence  with  the  oppofite  party,  and  there- 
fore diffuaded  him  from  embracing  proper  pre- 
cautions. 

*  It  is  probable  that  the  foundation  of  the  fcheme 
for  removing  him  from  the  government  was  al- 
ready laid  while  Elizabeth  was  yet  living;  and, not 
being  able  to  fucceed  in  preventing  him  from  the 
acctflion  on  the  demife  of  that  princefs,  it  was 
determined  now  to  dethrone  him.  It  was  at 
firft  fettled  to  lake  the  time  when  Peter  fhould 
fet  out  with  the  army,  which  he  had  caufcd  to 
be  raifed  in  Porperania  in  order  to  employ  them 
againft  the  Danes,  to  have  declared  him  to  have 
forfeited  the  crown  by  his  abfence.  This  plan, 
however,  was  attended  with  great  difficulties,  as 
Peter  might  then  gain  over  the  troops,  return  at 
the  head  of  them,  and  take  his  throne  by  con- 
gueft.  The  party,  therefore,  deeitied  it  better 
|iot  to  let  him  depart  at  all  j  and,  accordingly, 
the  9th  of  JuJy  1 762,  was  the  day  on  which  they 
fuddenly  and  fuccefsfuHy  put  then*  dcfign  in 

executi(Hi. 
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f^ecuHop.  Peter  was  at  his  favourite  feat,  the 
VDperial  country^palace  of  Oraaienbaum,  the 
ein|)refs  being  at  another,  that  of  Peterhof. 
From  this  place  Catharine  repaired  early  in  the 
morning,  attended  by  count  Gregory  Gregorie- 
vitch  Oxlof,  who  commanded  the  ifmailoffky 
regiment  ef  guards,  to  Petcrlburg,  and  pre- 
fented  herfelf  as  emprefs,  not  only  to  that  regi- 
ment, thiS  generality  of  whom  had  been  already 
gained  c^.er,,  but  alfo  to  the  other  regiments  j 
and,  after  making  a.  few  fcruples,  was  acknow* 
kdged  as  fuchf  an  acknowledgment  which 
was  foon  followed  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
nobility  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  public  in 
general.  Peter's  uncle,  prince  Lewis,  was  pre« 
paring  to  adopt  hoftile  meafures,-  but  he  was 
prefently  put  out  of  condition  to  effe£l  anything. 
About  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  Catharine 
took  the  oat)i  as  emprefs  ^,  in  the  church  of  oul- 
lady  of  Kazan,  fwearing  to  defend  the  liberties 
and  the  religion  of  the  RufQans ;  on  which  the 
nobility,  the.  foldiery,  and  the  populace,  did 
homage,  by  taking  the  oath  of  feaky  to  the  new 

*  The  archbifhop  of  Novgorod^  whom  Peter  had  depofed, 
and  then  reftbred^  chanted  the  Te  deum  on  this  oceaiioi]* 
How  greatly  mud  the  concurrence  of  fuch  a  man  have 
juftified  and  fandioned  the  cntcrprife  of  Catharine  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people ! 

A  A  3  autocratrix. 
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autocramix,  who  juflified  her  acceffion  to  the 
throne  in  a  manifefto  •  prepared  for  that  purpofe; 
'  Notwithftanding  the  care  that  had  been  taken 
left  Peter  (hould  have  too  early  information  at 
Oranienbaum  of  what  was  paffing  in  St.  Peterf- 
burg,  an  officer  attached  to  hitn  found  means  to 
let  him  know  betimes,  that  an  infurte£tioa 
threatened  to  break  out  in  the  residence  againft 
him.  Peter  —  ftfll  incredulous  —  inftead  of 
thanking  the  faithful  officer  for  his  kind  intelli^ 
gence,  ordered  him  to  be  arrefted,  remained  ia 
perfect  compofure,  fuifering  the  firft  precious 
moments,  in  which,  perhaps,  by  adopting  vigor* 
ous  meafures,  he  might  have  averted  the  misfor- 
tunes that  threatened  tiim,  to  pafs  unemployed, 
calmly  giving  orders  for  his  carriage  to  take  hint 
to  Peterhof,  there  to  celebrate  the  feaft  of  Peter 
and  Paul  f.  On  the  road  he  received  the  dreadful 
confirmation  of  what  had  happened,  learnt  that 
his  confort  was  not  at  Peterhof,  fent  meffengers 
forward  to  bring  him  accurate  intelligence  of 
every  tranfaftioh ;  but  —  none  of  them  c(»ning 

*  Much  was  faid  in  it  about  the  dangers  which  threatened 
the  empire  and  reh'gioii  from  the  peace  with  Rufiia,  by 
which  the  glory  of  the  countr)'  was  tarnifhedi  and  of  the 
injuries  done  to  the  internal  conftitution  of  the  empire. 

•f  This  falls  on  the  2  8tb  of  June;  which,  according  to 

t 

our  calendar  is  the  9th  of  July. 
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back,  he  now  firft  began  to  open  his  eyes  on  the 
,  fate  that  awaited  him.  Irrefolurion,  perplexity^ 
plans  and  projects,  formed  one  moment,  and 
haftily  reje£ted  the  next  as  impradicable,  now 
fwayed  the  minds  of  Peter  and  his  male  and 
female  attendants  at  Peterhof.  His  trueft  friends 
were  unqueftionabljr  his  holftein  troops  quartered 
in  Oranienbaum,  amounting  to  about  three 
thoufand  men,  who  were  all  ready  to  facri^ 
fice  their  lives  for  him  and  his  prefervation,  if 
he  would  only  head  them  and  march  to  Peterf- 
burg.  Marflial  Munich,  being  then  with  him, 
offered  to  condud  the  troops }  and  from  a  man 
of  his  ftamp  much  was  to  be  expedled.  Peter, 
it  is  true,  adopted  one  refolution  after  another^ 
but  in  a  few  minutes  rejected  them  all  i  wavering 
to  and  fro  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  time  for 
execution  with  any  probability  of  fnccefs  was 
pad ;  and  fo,  as  he  did  not  accept  of  the  (^ers 
of  the  Holfteiners  to  fight  for  him,  another  pro* 
polal  to  embark  with  all  fpeed,  and  fail  for 
Pruflia  or  Sweden,  fell  to  the  ground.  With- 
out, therefore,  haying  determined  on  anything, 
he  re^tumed  in  the  morning  of  the  tenth  of  July, 
/extremely  deje£ied  in  mind,  to  his  palace  at 
Oranlenbaum }  while  his  confort,  on  the  fame 
mbmmg,  accompanied  by  her  partizans  and  the  . 
guards,  whofe  uniform  Ihe  wore,  fet  out  for 
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Petcrhof,  now  as  cmprefs,    to  put  a  imifliiiig 
haad  to  the  dethronement  of  the  late  emperor 
}\er  hufband.     Finding  Peter  no  longer  there ) 
and)  as  he  had  entirely  given  up  all  hopes  of 
efc2q>ing  Txrith  his  life,  or  at  lead  of  being  able  to 
effediuate  anything  by  forces  nothing  ws^  left  for 
him  but  to  try  what  gentle  means  would  do : 
accordingly,    he    attempted    a    negotiation  by 
fending    propofals    to  Catharine;  ^requefting, 
among  other  things,  that  if  (he  would  allow  him 
to  go  to  Holftein,  he  would  make  a  fuU  remm* 
ciation  of  the  imperial  throne.     But  even^is 
fubmiflion  feenied,  to  thofe  who  conduced  the* 
re^volution,  not  to  promife  fufScient  fecurity ;  it 
was  required  that  Peter  ihould  come. immediately 
to  Peteriburg,  to  receive  inftrudions  concerning 
what  was  farther  expeded  of  him.    He  came, 
hoping  probably  to  fee  his  fpoufe,  and  to  obtain 
by  oral  negotiations  what  could  not'be  granted 
him  in  writing ;  but  -^  his  ezpefhitions  were 
too  great  — *  here  he  faw  nothing  of  Catharine : 
he  never  faw  her  again.    Count  Panin  feized 
\i  ^  .     him  as  hS^^rifoner,  delivered  to  him  a  paper 
^  containing  the  orders  of  the  emprefs ;  and  Peter 

fubfcribed  the  following  aft  of  renunciatioli  — 
with  what  fort  of  emotions  may  ealily  be  con- 
ceived !  "  During  the  Ihort  fpace  of  my  abfolutc 
"  reign  over  the  empire  of  Ruffia,  I  became 

«  fenfible. 
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fenfible,  by  expenence,  that  I  was  not  able  to 
'*  fupport  fo  great  a  burden,  and  that  my  abili- 
ties  were  not  equal  to  the  taik  of  governing  to 
great  an  empire,  either  as  an  abfolute  fove- 
rdgn,  or  in  any  other  capacity  whatever.     I  ^ 
"  alfo  forefaw  the  great. troubles  which  muft 
^*  have  thence  arifen,  and  have  been  followed  by 
^^  the  total  ruin  of  the  empire,  and  covered  me 
"  with  eternal  difgrace*     After  having,  there- 
^  fore,   feriottfly  refle£led  thereon,  i  declare, 
.^^. without  conftraint,  and  in  the  mod:  folemn 
**  manner,  to  the  ruffian  empire,  and  to  the 
•*  whole  univerfe,  that  I  forever  renounce  the 
**  government  of  the  faid  emjnre,  never  defiring 
"  henceforward  to  reign  therein,  either  as  .an 
**  abfolute  fovereign,  or  under  any  other  form 
**  of   government;    never    wilhing    tq    afpire 
**  thereto,  or  to  ufti  any  means,  of  any  fort,  for 
*^  that  purpofe.  As  a  pledge  whereof,  I  folemnly 
"  fwear,  before  God  and  all  the  world,  to  this 
"  prefent  renunciation,  written  and  Cgned  this 
**  29th  of  June  1762,  O.  S." 

On  the  fame  day  Catharine  returned  with  her 
retinue  to  St.  Peterfburg,  where,  by  the  gracious 
and  condefcending  deportment  flie  adopted,  even 
in  the  verieft  trifles  *,  (he  the  more  eafily  gained 

*  Sucb  as  the  kiffing  the  hands  of  the  principal  ckrgj 
who  were  waiting  in  the  apartments  of  the  palace,  as  a 
mark  of  her  veodration  for  them. 

the 
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tbe  hearts  of  the  populace,  in  the  fame  proportioA 
as  Peter  by  his  negligence  had  loft  them.  The 
degraded  monarch  was  now  difmifled  to  Ropfcha, 
a  fmall  rural  feat,  about  foi  ry-eight  miles  from 
Peterhof,  where,  on  the  eighth  day  following^ 
he  was  deprived  of  life. 

The  government  endeavoured  to  ftifle  the 
various  conjedures  and  reports  to  which  his 
iudden  departure,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
naturally  gave  rife,  by  publifliing  a  manifefto, 
ftating  the  caufe  of  his  death  *•  The  body  was, 
two  days  afterwards,  depofited  without  funeral 
pomp  in  the  monaftery  of  St.  Alexander  NeflOcy  ; 
nor  did  the  emprefs  appear  at  the  obfequies  f. 
The  death  of  Peter  difTipated  all  thofe  apprehen- 

*  In  this  It  was  faid  that  he  died  of  an  hsemorrhoidal 
colic*  10  which  he  had  been  fubje£l  at  times ;  that  though 
.  the  emprcfs»    in   obcdiepce    to  the   injun6iion8  of  chiif- 
tiaaity»    and   the   command   to  prefenre  the  L'fe  of  oar 
neighbour,  had  endeavoured  by  medicines  to  prevent  the 
effe^la  of  this  accident,'  but  to  her  great  afflif^ion  fhe  learnt, 
that  the  Almighty  had  called  him  out  of  this  mortal  hTe. 
She  then  invited  all  her  fubjeds  to  forget  all  paft  calami* 
tiesy  to  (hew  the  laft  honours  to  the  corpfe,  to  pray  for  the 
reppfe  of  his  foul,  and  to  regard  this' un^a^^^J  event  as  a 
peculiar  difpenfation  of  the  Mod  High. 

f  Out  of  regard  to  her  health,  as  it  wat  cxprefTed  in  a 
notificatios  publiHied  by  the  fenate,  flie  having  already 
taken  the  death  of  the  emperor  fo  much  to  hearty  that  flic 
was  continually  dilTolvcd  in  tears. 
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fions,  that  the  commiferation  for  the  unhappy 
monarch,  \vhich  prefemly  appeared ,  after  the 
bullle  of  the  acceffion  was  over,  might  be 
attended  with  any  dangerous  confequences  to  the 
new  government. 

Thus  Catharine  IL  afcended  the  throne  of 
her  hufband ;  and,  through  a  reign  of  thirty- 
eight  years,  raifed  the  empire  (he  governed  to 
fuch  &  degree  of  refpe«5):  and  confequence,  fo 
gt£atly  enlarged  its  borders,  and  made  in  every 
refpeft  fuch  progrefs  in  civilization,  that  her 
reign  forms  one  of  the  mod  memorable  periods 
in  the  hiftory  of  Europe  for  the  eighteenth 
century. 


THE    END, 
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CHAP.    L 

Magnitude  of  Mofco.  —  Streets.  —  Lanes.  —  Gates*  ^'^ 
Rivers.  — r  Bridges;  —  Anticnt  divifion.  —  Dif ifion  by 
the  police  regulation.  —  Population*  —  Difference  in 
the-number  of  people  in  fummer  and  winter,  — -  Climate. 
—  Geographical  fituation. 

Mosco,  or  more  propierly  Molkva,  the  metro- 
polis of  the  ruffian  empire,  is  one  of  thofe  ftu- 
penddus  works  of  time  and  human  induAry, 
whidh  mankind,  by  whom  they  were  produced,, 
behold  at  length  with  aftonifliment,  as  doubting 
whether  in  reality  they  are  the  work  of  thdr 
hands. 

From  ah  eminence  before  the  Dorgomubof 
]gate,  the  eye  furveys  this  coloflal  city.  The 
whole  face  of  the  horizon  feems  covered  with 
houfes  I  and  deep  beneath,  where  the  iky  appears 

to 
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to  touch  the  eaith,  ftill  gorgeous  palaces  and 
lofty  towers  projeft  their  fummits,  prefentin^ 
themfelves  to  the  deceived  eye  as  little  cottages 
and    thin    poles.      The    perimeter    of   Mofca 
amounts  to  fomewhat  i  above  forty  verfts,  or 
nearly  fix  geographical  miles.     Three  and  fifty 
main  (Ireets,  fome  whereof  are  feveral  verfts  in 
lengthy  and, four  hundred  and  eighty-two  colla- 
teral ftreets  and  lanes,  interfeft  this  prodigious 
mafs  of  houfes,  confifting  of  more  than  ten 
thoufand  buildings.     Twelve  {aftavas  or  gates 
lead  into  it ;  and  two  rivers,  the  Moikva  and  the 
Yaufa^  with  the  rivulet  Neglinnaiya,  run  through 
it*     The  Moskva  rifes  in  th^  Mofchaifk  circle 
of  the  government  of  Mofco,  and  falls  into  the 
Okka  near  Kolomna.     It  abounds  in  ftft,  and 
in  the  fpring  bears  cdnfiderable  barks  that  come 
./rom  the  Okka  laden  with   corn.     It  divides 
Mofco  into  two  unequal  parts,  of  which  the 
citerior  is  the  largeft,  the  moft  populous,  and, 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  fine  ftrudtures,  the 
prindpaL      Near   the    foundling-hofpital    the 
Yausa  takes  it  up,  which,  rifes  at  Taininikoi,  * 
twelve  verfts  from  Mofco,  and  near  the  Kreml ' 

the  Neglinmaiya,  which  takes  its  fource  in 
Mofco  itfelf,  on  the  Sanxoteka.  Three  and 
twenty  bridges  keep  up  the  communication 
l^etween  the  parts  of  the  town  divided  by  thefe 
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rivers,  whereof  the  chief  are  the  ftone^bri^ge 
over  the  Molkva,  and  the  court-bridge  acrofs  the 
.Yaula*  Of  the  ancient  divifion  of  Mofco  into 
five  main  di(lrii£l8)  Kreml>  Kitaigorod,  Bielgo- 
rod,  Zemlenoigorod,  and  the  Siobodes,  too  many 
veftiges  ft  ill  'remain  to  albw  us  to  pafs  them  by 
unnoticed,  though  they  are  no  longer  obierved. 

The  Krcml,  a  word  of  tartarian  origin,  fig* 
siifying  the  fortrefs,  is  parted  from  the  Kitaigo- 
rod  by  a  rampart  and  a  fofle  running  in  a  femi- 
circle  round  it. 

KiTAiGOROD  is  likewife  furrounded  by  ram* 
parts  and  a  ditch,  and  Bielgorob  too  had  for- 
merly its  walls  and  fortifications,  but  they  ha\e 
been  long  demoliflied.  At  prefent  an  allee  runs 
round  this  quarter  of  the  town,  which  forms  an 
agreeable  promenade  for  the  inhabitants. 

Zemlenoigorod  is  bordered  by  an  earth- 
wall,  whence  it  probably  has  its  name  —  at 
prefent,  however,  only  rudera  of  this  wall  are 

remaining.    Laftly,  the  Slobodbs  or  fuburbs, 

» 

which  indofe  all  thefe  quarters,  are  encompafled 
by  the  kammer-coUege  wall,  which  forms  the 
pLtreme  boundary  of  Mofco. 

According  to  the  police  regulation,  Mofco  it 
partitioned  into  twenty  chief  divifions,  denomin- 
ated from  the  principal  ftreets  they  feverally 
comprehend,  e*  gr.  the  Bofinanflcoi,  (he  Ver- 

ikoi. 
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£koi,  &c.    Each  of  thefe  mm  divifiolB  are  again 
divided  into  feveral  quartaU.  ' 

The  POPULATION  of  Mofeo  difets  greatly 
according  to  the  ieafon  of  the  year.  In  ^trinter, 
when  the  numerous  nobility,  with  their  hofts  of 
retainers,  flock  into  the  metropolis,  the  number 
of  the  inhabitants  amounts  to  upwards  of  three " 
hundred  thoufand ;  whereas-  in  fummer,  when 
they  are  allured  back  to  the  country,  it  does  not 
exceed  two  hundred  thoufand.  Accordingly, 
in  the  former  feafon>  all  is  much  more  lively  and 
buftling  than  during  the  fummer.  Trade, 
amufements,  companies,  are  th^i  infpired  with 
new  life,  and  the  ftreets  are  crouded  with  car- 
riages, whereas  in  fqinmer  the  rolling  of  acoach 
is  but  rarely  heard. 

The  ci^iMATe  of  Mofco  is  certainly  to  be 
reckoned  among  the  mofl:  falubrious.  The  fitu- 
ationis  high,  and  the  foil  on-wluch  it  ftands 
dry,  a  few  morafiy  parts  about  t^eTafifa  and 
the  Neglinnaiyai»  excepted.  Add  to  this  that 
the  atmofphere  is  generally  clear  and  bright, 
and  the  weather  regular  and  wholefome.  The 
winter  is  particularly  remarkable  for  fettled  and 
bright  weathier^  .It^is  abfohitdy  impofliUe-for 
an  inhabitajit  of  ii^^mer  countries  to  form  a 
conception  of  a.  fine  winter's  day  in  the  narthera 
clipae^.  ^Tt}^  atmo%hereis  then  &>  pure  chat  we 

%  feel 
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&d  tlie.;gtnBl  rartoe  of  k  at  emy  bfntir. 
The  flcy  s  ib  bright  thai  the  efe  is  fearcdyable 
to  bear  it ;  and  all  the  d>jeds  afound  have  a  fupe- 
rior  and  grander  look  than  ufual.  The  ftrong 
impuUe  to  take  exercife .  in  the  cold  bracing 
winter  air  ia  not  to  be  defcribed,  and  a  better 
method  can  hardly  be  imagined  for  the  con- 
firmatioii  and  eftabliihment  of  health  than  by 
foch  a  bath  in  the  invigorating  asther  of  the 
viinter* 

Befides,  the  ftreets  of  Mofco  are  broad,  the 
fquares  are  fpacious,  and  in  various  parts  are 
extenfive  gardens;  the  houfes  are  moftly  pf 
only  one  ftory,  and  not  contiguous,  but  fepa« 
rated  by  infterftices  from  each  other,  fo  that  the 
air ,  and  the  fun  diffufe  their  benign  influences 
in  every  p9rt  of  them,  and  noxious  vapours  ban 
nowhere  ftagnate.  —  Advantages  in  which  other 
large  cities  are  commonly  deficient.  All  this 
epntributes  to  render  the  refult  of  the  fifts  of 
births  and  deaths  always  favourable  to  popula- 
tion. Contagious  diflempers  but  feldom  pre- 
vail, and  ftill  feldomer  are  they  dangerous  and 
maging.  It  is  common  to  fee  aged  perfons  of 
all  ranks,  though  the  rules  of  fidutary  diet  are 
fo. often  trangrefled. '  It  is  to  be  obferved,  like- 
wife,  that  the  geographical  polltion  of  Mofco^ 

i^  35'  4S'  4"  ^^^^  ^^*  ^^  5i*  *^'  4"^  "* 
vot.  ^i.  99^  long« 
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long*  ifc  d(»2btlds  oni  of  thofe  tkit  att^moft 
pifopitiotia  to  the  health  of  siaii«  Fat  iiather 
foorchmg  h»tt  oor  in^eafe  frofts  impede  die 
growth  and  expanfion  of  animal  nature.  On 
the  cosktrary,  the  degree  of  cold  which  matks 
the  winter  here,  contribotes  rather  to  harden 
and  fortify  the  body*  Heftce  arifes  the  ftrong 
aod  nervous  ftructure  of  the  men  who  properly 
cotapofe  the  Mofcovites,  wbofe  £uinlite  have 
been  long  fettled  in  this  city,  and  ^e  particu^ 
lariy  met  witfai  among  the  mercantSe  poc^Ierof 
the  place. 


CHAP,  a 

More  particular  defcriptlon  ot  the  KremL  —  Situatioik 

—  frofpcft.  —  Prcfcnt  appearance  of  the   KremL  — ' 
The  anelent  palace  of  the  tzars.  —  The  beautiful  ftq>9to 

'  •  —  Churches.  —  Tombe  of  the  tzar».  —  The  great  fihcr 
.  Inftrc.  —  Portrait  of  the  Virgin  Mary-  hj  St.  Lake*. 

—  Religious  ceremonies  and  feiUvals.  •—  The  monaftery 
of  Tfchudof.  —  The  convent  of  nuns  of  Vofnefenikoy. 

"  —  Tombs  of  the  tzarevnas.  —  The  fynodal  houfe.  — 
•  Hie  fytjodal  library.  -*  The  great  Ivan.  —  The  fenatc 
^  houfc  -«-  The  arfeaal.  «^  The  gates. 

Just  in  the  centre  of  this  gre^t  city  Hands  the 
SIreml  on  fi  confiderable  elevation  on  the  bank 

of 
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of  the  titer  Moikv3k    The  prdfped  htoce  dh  ' 
the  fide  €$  the  river  is  not  to  be  psthdlekd.    tzt  - 
beneath  fiows  the  Mofikva,  the  windings  where- 
of may  be  purfued  by  the  eye  to  a  great  di& 
tasce*     To  the  right  is  the  .ftone-brtdgey  and  to 
the  left  that,  of  timber^  on  which  the  r&tfiing 
of  eartiB  and  carriages  of  all  forts  is  inceffitot^  "^ 
Bey<»id  this  bridge  the  ftream  is  covered  with 
barks,  and  from  it  may  be  furveyed  a  great 
part  of  the  city.    Here  rife  lofty  palaces^  worthy 
of  adoraii^  either  Florence  ior  Rome  t  there 
ftand  miferable  huts  that  would  be  a  difgrace  to 
many  a  german  village  —  a  contraft  Drtiich  dif* 
tingaiOies  Mofco  from  ^11  other  great  cities  in 
Europe.     Gothic  monafteries,  with  their  gilded 
turrets  on  charming  elevlations,  decorate  both 
fides  of  the  riyer  j  and  the  beneficent  foundling 
hofpital  with  its  elegant  modem  buildings,  in  a 
lower  f^t  at  the  confluence  of  the  Taufa  and 
the  Moikva^  contribute  not  a  little  to  diverfify 
and  embelliCh  the  grand  picture  that  prefent^ 
itfelf  to  the  fpedatoi". 

Of  a  quite  different  kfaid  are  the  object;  in 
the  fot^round^  but  by  no  means  lefs  interefting 
to  the  view* 

Here  ftands  the  ancient  palace  of  the  tkars^ 
in  which  the  brave  Ivan,  the  magnanimous  Mik« 
haila  Romatiof^  the  wife  Ale:icey  MikhailovitGh^ 

BB  tf  the 
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the  gentle  Fcodor,  and  the  great  Peter  formerly  ^ 
rofided.  It  is  buUt  in  the  pure  gothic  ftylc,  biit 
has  nothing  majeftic  or  impofmg  in  its  appear- 
ance, as  by  reafon  of  its  numerous  angles  and 
cpmers  only  a  fmall  part  of  it  can  be  feen  at 
once ;  what  it  wants,  however,  in  a&ial  mag- 
nUicence  is  amply  fupplied  by  the  imagination 
and  the  recolkftion  of  the  great  pcrfonages  who 
haye  hr.re  laboured  at  the  growth  and  formation 
of  Ruffia.  At  prefent  all  here  is  filent  and 
void :  only  Time  with  his  ever-worUng  fcythe 
feems  to  have  made  it  his  abode ;  and  in  various 
parts  the  marks  of  his  all-deftroying  fway  were 
aheady  manifeft,  when  the  emperor  Piul  gave 
orders  to  reftpre  this  venerable  feat  of  the  rui&an 
monarchs,  and  to  fit  it  up  as  a  dwelling  place  for 
himfelf  and  his  £unily. 

Some  of  the  apartments  of  the  tzarian  palace 
ferve  as  a  treafury,  in  which  the  filver  and  gold 
vefiels,  and  other  valuables  of  former  times  are 
preferved.  Several  others  are  made  into  armo- 
ries, containing  arms,  horfe-caparifons,  and  ac- 
coutrements of  days  of  yore,  and  of  various 
european  and  afiatic  nations.  The  afcent  to 
-  this  palace  is  by  the  grand  flight  of  (leps  emi- 
nently called  the  red  or  be^uti/uJJlairs^  kralhoe 
kriltzo.  In  it  is  the  great  hall  of  audience, 
gr^ovitaiya  palata,  and  the  potefhnii  dvoretz, 

(pleafure 
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(pleafure  houfe),  which  is  now  tb^  kremlian 
poft«ofEce. 

The  prefent  view  of  the  Kretnl  is  ferene  and'^ 
iblemn^  to  which  the  mtiltitude  of  churches  and 
monafteries  undoubtedly  contribute. 

The  SoBORBs,  or  cathedrals,  are:  Ufpen- 
fkoi,  to  the  afcenfion  of  Mary  i  Blagovefcht- 
fchenfkoi,  to  the  annunciation,  with  four  cha^ 
pels }  Archangelfkoi,  to  the  archangel  Michael, 
with  two;  Spallkoi,  to  the  faviour;  Streten- 
flcoi,  to  the  purification:  Spaikoi  and  NikoU 
ikoi  Galtunikoi :  all  richly  provided  with  gold 
and  (liver  church  ornaments ;  and  in  the  third, 
befides  the  relics  of  the  tzarevitch  Dmitri,  who 
was  murdered  at  UglitOi,  and  is  worfhipped  as 
a  faint,  are  the  tombs- of  feveral  ruffian  grand- 
princes  and  tzars.  The  tombs  of  thefe  mo- 
narchs  are  of  ftone,  covered  with  red  cloth, 
velvet,  or  fome  coftly  ftuffs.  At  the  foot  of 
the  tomb,  in  fhape  like  our  table  monuments, 
only  rounded  like  a  truhk  inftead  of  being  flat  at 
top,  is  a  filver  tablet  infcribed  with  the  name 
of  the  prince  who  lies  beneath,  with  the  year 
of  his  buth  and  that  of  his  deceafe. 

The  curiofities  of  the  cathedral  dedicated  to 
the  afcenfion  of  Maria  are:  the  monuments  of 
the  patriarchs,  the  great  filver  chandelier,  and 
the  portrait  of  the  holy  virgin,  by  the  hand  of 

B  3  3  the 


37^  SKETCH  «f  nefo^ 

» 

the  ardft  ami  eimigelift  Luke^  The  chwddkri 
a  prefent  from  the  Venetians  to  Bpra  {Gkidtmoff 
vraghfi  aSco  pounds,  aiid  is  la  &&  a  wonderful 
piece  of  wo ^manfliip.  The  pcntiait  bears  efery 
appearance  of 'very  high  antiquity.  It  hfuoigs  at 
the  entrance  to  the  &crifty  in  a  filv^  ihrtne>  and 
is  ornamented  with  a  profufion  of  precious 
fiones^ 

This  church  is  in  general  one  d  the  ricbeft 
in  the  empire  in  gold  and  filyer  docorationsi^ 
and  the  fs^cecdotal  veftments  that  are  here  pret 
ferved  are  of  furprifing  mag^ficence. 

In  this  cathedral  the  ruffian  fovenr^gns  aro 
cro$med«  Several  other  grand  reUig^ous  cere^ 
monies  are  Ukewife  here  performed ;  as  ih^  foot^ 
av^ng  on  holy  Thurfday,  when  the  metropo- 
litan wa(b^  the.  feet  of  twelve  priefts  of  the 
inferior  order.  Eafter  eve  is  in  no  church  fo 
folemnly  attended  as  in  this ;  and  extraordinjuy 
feftivals,  fuch  as  tl%  name-days  of  the  imperial 
family,  the  celebration  of  fuccefsful  events,  vic^ 
tories,  &;c.  are  kept  with  peculiar  folemnity  in 
this  church. 

The  other  churches  of  the  Kreml  are  wher 
thofc  belonging  to  monafteries  or  of  the  conx- 
mon  order,  all  lefs  remarkable  than  the  two 
already  mentioned.  The  whole  number  a.mounts 
to  two-and-thirty. 

The 


*  l|i«  Mo  tDOoaftaies  of  die  KremI  ire  the 
Xi!dui4f)f  ^  mooki,  ib  the  winga^  of  which 
the  fpuritUfU  coniiftory  meets^  and  the  Vofhe- 
filBlkoy  nunnery,  in  which  latter  are  the  totdbs 
-of  fever^  tzaritfas  and  tzarevnas.  The  mother 
<)f  tsar  Mikbaila  Feodcnrovitch  here  terminateil 
her  life. 

The  fynodal  houTe,  adjacent  to  the  cathedral, 
-in  which  formerly  the  patriarchs  dwek,  ccoitaifls 
the  iynodal  library,  remarkable  for  having  the 
greek  maaitfcripts  brought  from  mcnint  Athos.* 

All  thefe  churches  and  monafieries  have  a 
confideraUe  number  of  fteq^  (landing  near 
theoif  ^tth  gilt  or  fihrer  aq)olas  and  croflet. 
Among  theie  the  belfry  called  the  great  jTan, 
Ifan  Veliki,  accounted  the  higheft  turret  kk 
Mofco,  is  mod:  confpicuous.  It  was  built  m 
the  rdgn  of  tzar  Boris  Feodorovitch  Godunof, 
has  Z2  bells  of  various  fizes,  and  in  a  pit  lies  the 
largdt  foeU  in  the  world,  which  was  caft  by 
order  of  the  emprefs  Anna;  it  weighs  12,000 
poods,  and  a  piece  was  broke  out  of  the  ritti 
by  its  fait  occafioned  by  a  fire  in  the  year  1737. 

Adjacent  to  the  Vofiiefenflcoy  nunnery  ftands 
the  palace  of  the  Metropolitans,  a  modem  edifice, 
buHt  in;  the  reign  of  Catharine. 

Two  other  handfome  large  ilruflures  adorn 

die  KremU    One  the  fenate-houfe  built  by  Cla- 
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tbarioelL  2  gmd  HBpo'ul  woik^jft  1  noble 
moda-a  ftyle*^  Here  the  faute  add  <he  i^cred 
college  bold  tbeiriitutigs  and  keep  ihdr  vchivtM. 
A  circular  hall  of  thb  edifice,  in* trtiich  the 
aflembliei  of  the  mofcovian  nobiHtjr^rehddy  h 
particularly  remarkable  for  the  excellent  works 
in  ftucco  with  which  it  is  decorated.  All  round 
the  hall  are  ftatuea  and  groups  in  gypfotn^  that 
are  certainly  to  be  reckoned  among  the  moft 
exquifite  performances  of  the  kind.  They  are 
allegorical  reprefentations  in  honour  0f  the  laie 
eipprefs,  replete  with  beautiful  «id  lofty  fenti« 
ments,  and  executed  in  a  mafterly  manner,  h 
is  t>nly  to  be  lamented  that  this  work  is  9b  fia- 
gUe,  and  fo  little  calculated  to  bid  defiance  to 
the  deftru£Uve  efFeds  of  time.  The  roof  of  this 
•hall  terminates  in  a  cupalo,  likewife  enriched 
with  ftucco  decorations,  completing  the  magni« 
ficence  of  the  whole. 

The  other  grand  building  is  the  arfend,  Add- 
ing oppofite  to  the  former  —  a  folid  and  coxd- 
pa£t  edifice ;  but  fince  it  was  damaged  by  a  fire 
it  remains  in  an  imperfed  date.  .  Howeter  a 
beginning  has  lately  beean  made  towards  ttd^  1^- 
ftoration.  *     " 

The  Kreml  palace  was  originally  built  of 
timber  by  prince  Daniela  Alexandrovitch  in 
the  year  1 300 ;  the  grandnprince  Dmitri  Ivano- 
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Wtch  Doflfci  te^^smiilruQed  it  of  ftofie  in  'r  jtf 7, 
and  Iran  YaAUie^c^)  in  1488,  employed  fome 
Italian  arohitie^s  to  enlarge  the  builifing,  and 
ght  it  the  form  in  which  it  now  appears.  On 
the  fottth  fide  it  is  watered  by  the  Moikva,  and 
^n  the  north  by  the  Neglinnaiya.  It  is  an  irre* 
gular  polygon  with  fuperb  turrets  in  the  gothic 
ftyle,  bdng  furrounded  by  a  deep  foiTe  and  lofty 
rampaits.  It  has  a  communication  with  the 
town  hy  means  of  the  Nikolflcbi  and  Spaikoi 
gates  on  the  eaft  fide,  the  Troitzkoi  and  Boto- 
vitzkoi  on  the  weft,  and  the  Tainatzkoi  on  the 
fimth.  On  the  Spaflkoi  and  Troitzkoi  gates 
ate  chime-clocks  which  Peter  the  Great  cauled 
to  be  made  in  Holland. 
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The  Kitaigocod.  «*  Origtn  of  this  name.  -—  Gatn.  — 
Cuftom  houfc.  —  Exckaoge.  —  Number  o£  (hops.  •— 
The  goTcrament-houfe.  -»  Police  office.  —  The  Zaiko- 
nol^aikoi  monaftery.  —  The  acadlemy  for  flavonian, 
greek,  and  latin.  «-  Sermons.  — •  Merits  of  the  metro« 
poUtan  Wkba  m  regard  to  dbe  clergy.  —  Private  houfes. 
-—  Streets.  —  DeGcrijition  of  3ielgorod.  —  Origin  of 
the  appdlation.  —  T{>e  allee.  —  Public  edifices.  —  The 
paflcofQcoi  hoofe.  <*»  Principal  Areets.  *-  Bird  market. . 

Fa^OM  the  bank  of  the  Moflcva  to  the  Neglin- 
naiyat   the  fecond  divifion  of  Mofco,   called 

KiTAi. 
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KiTAiQ<)ROi>;  r(ms  itk  s  feolidr^nkr  form  rami 
the  KJteml.  The  opigin  of  this  ippeUatioii  is 
imcertab.  The  word  Kkgi  ftill  iigii£e»  m  ru& 
'  Obina.;  and  as  ^  commerce  ^itfa  that  country 
mt  formerly  in  si  very  flouriftiing  ft^te,  it  is 
prdiahie  thit  the  name  Kitaigorod  att^ch^  to 
this  quarter  of  the  city,  as  there,  among  ^ther 
commodities,  chinefe  goods  were  pijncipally  fold. 
Tzar  Ivan  VaflilHeYttch  caufed  the  buikUiigs 
between  the  N^glinnaiya  and  the  Moftva  in 
1533  to  be  furrounded  with  a,  rampart  and  a^ 
earth  walL 

This  division  is  alfo  in  an  eminent  fe^ 
tafually  ftyted  gorod,  the  city.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  wall  and  a  ditch,  with  four  gsites  3 
the  Vofkrefenikoi,  the  Nikolfkoi,  the  Ilyinikoi,^ 
and  the  Varvarikoi,  by  which  it  communicates 
with  the  other  di(lri£ls  of  the  town. 

Kitaigorod  is  almoft  entirely  filled  with  {hops 
or  warehoufes,  and  the  whole  has  the  appear^ 
ance  of  a  perpetuaFfair,  In  the  lower  flory  of 
the  gigantip  buildings  the  numei:ous  (hops  are 
huddled  together ;  the  upper  ftories  lisrving  its 
lodging  rooms,  eating-houfes,  taverns,  and  wate* 
houfes.  They  form  the  famoos  matt  of  IQtaigo- 
rod,  which  is  too  fingular  in  its  kind  for  not 
deferving  a  more  accurate  defcription. 

The  outlide  is  furrounded  by  arcdjdes^  within 
which  the  principal  tradefmen  have  their  fliqps: 

3eneath 
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Beneath  ttiele,  that  is,  under  ground,  are  wine 
cellars,  and  here  and  there  are  gangways  leading 
to  the  interior  of  this  ftrufture  amidft  the  intri** 
cate  labyrinth  of  .fmaller  (hops  of  every  fpecies* 
Here  ftreets  and  rows  interfe^t  one  another 
without  nttmt>er,  in  which  foreign  commoditieg 
as  well  as  inland  produds  and  manufa£luxes  are 
^zpofed  to  fale.    Each  dafs  of  goods  has  its 
peculiar  row*     Here  are  the  filver-fhops,  fere« 
brennpye^riad ;  the  iron  ihops,  jelefnoye  riad; 
the  tia  ihops,  ^be  Leather  ihops^  the  clothes 
ihpps,.  &c.  all  that  either  luxury  or  neceifity 
i;aft  require  kr  I^e  to  be  had  in  abundance* 
The  tradeiinea  lurk  in  thefe  darkfome  allies 
^erly  watching  fupb  as  come  to  buy,  and  as 
fooii  as  a  pailenger  enters  them  he  is  inftantly 
befet  by  a  whole  mob  .of  them ;  feme  offering 
^4  recommending  their  goods  to  htm,  others 
forcing  him  into  their  Aops  with  polite  addreft 
«nd  importunity.    In  thefe  obfcure  rows  caadon 
aad  dfcumfpedidn  are  particularly  neceilary  if 
you  are  determined  not  to  be  cheated ;  for  in 
this  place  artifice  and  knavery  have  iixed  their 
darling  abode* 

Of  thefe  large  nefts  of  ihops  there  are  pro* 
perly  no  more  than  two.  Befides  thefe,  *  how- 
fver^  are  feveral  prodigious  buildings  in  Kitai* 
gqrod  «»   Qioiiftrous    convolutions    of  ^  ihops, 

ware* 
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warchoufes,  dweiling-houfes,  and  cating-houfes, 
as  for  example  that  of  Grafnikcf,  that  of  Nikity 
Pavlof,  that  of  Yublef  and  the  exchange,  which 
laft  is  an  elegant  modem  ftruflure,  latelj  re- 
built from  the  ground,  and  perfeftly  correfponds 
with  the  magnitude  of  Mofco,  and  the  opulence 
of  its  merchants. 

The  number   of  all  the  fhops    and    ware- 
houfes  amounts  to  upwards  of  6000. 

The  other  ren^rkables  in  the  Kitaigorod  are 
the  government-buildings,  th^  police-office  at 
the  Vofkrefenfkoi  gate,  in  which  the  ,  iereral 
courts  of  judicature  are  held ;  and  the  Zaiko- 
nofpaikoi  monaftery  in  which  is  the  academy 
for  the  ilavonran,  the  greek,  and  latin  languages. 
This  inftitution  is  deftined  to  the  education  of 
perfons  for  the  church.  The  fpecimens  deli- 
vered annually  at  public  exercifes  on  appointed 
thefes,^  and  in  latin,  greek,  rurs,and  german 
poetry,  which  are  printed  in  honour  of  the 
nam&'feaft  of  its  founder  and  patron  the  me- 
tropolite  Plato,  difplay  the  fpirit  of  this  efta- 
blifhment  and  the  >legree  of  excellence  to  which 
it  has  attained :  yet  while  we  acknowledge  that 
bodi  teachers  and  ftudents  drive  with  great  ap- 
plication and  induftry  to  penetrate  into  the  fane- 
tuary  of  the  fciences,  we  are  obliged  to  confers* 
that  they  have  chofen  the  path  .which  h  not 

exactly 
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ciaftly  the  right.    The  fcholaftic  method  of 
difputation,  the  prance  of  making  indpid  poeti- 
cal anagrams,  epimonies,  and  acroftics  anfwers 
no  end  but  to  cramp  the  genias,  and  which  have 
long  been  rejeded  in  other  countries  as  idle 
amufements  and  the  productions  of  a  falfe  tafte* 
This  feminary  will  never  properly  flouriih  and 
prove  a.  bleiling  to  Ruffia,  till  it  ihall  ftrenuoufly 
adopt  the  more  liberal  and  enlightened  modes  of 
inflru&ion  which   fo  ufefully  diftinguiihes   its 
younger  lifter  the  •  univerfity  of,  Mofco.     One 
excellent   regulation  here,  however,  is  conf{n« 
cuous  for  its  good  eSeds,  and  that  is  the  ex- 
etcife  of  preaching.  A  fermon  is  delivered  every 
Sunday  in  the  church  belonging  to  this   nio- 
nailery.  A  practice  very  much  wanted  in  Ruflia, 
as  it  is  only  at  court,  or  in  cathedrals,  and  then 
but  on  very  particular  occafions  that  pulpit  dif** 
courfes  are  given.     The  prefent  inftitution  owes  * 
its  origin  to  the  archbi(hop  and  metropolitan 
Plato,  whp  has  acquired  great  merit  by  his  en* 
deavours  at  the  general  improvement  of  the  ruf- 
fian clergy ;  though  a  fchool  was  ereCled  here 
in  A.  M.  7 1 68  by  the  patriarch  Joachim  Savelof 
at  the  command  of  tzar  Feodor  AIexievitch% 

Befides  thefe  public  edifices  the  Kitaigorod 
contains  a  confiderable  number  of  private  houfes 
which  are  moftly  inhabited  by  merchants  and 
artificers,  the  palace  gf  count  Shercmeticf  ex- 
cepted. 
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cepted.  Here  k  alfo  the  catfaidnd  Poktoi^ 
where  the  grand  ceremony  was  ancientiy  held  of 
the  entrance  of  the  patriarch  on  palm  Sonday  ** 
The  other  cathedral  is  dedicated  to  the  mothet 
of  God  of  Kazan.  Other  buildings  are,  the 
printing-office  of  the  holy  fynod,  where  church- 
books  are  printed,  and  wher^  a  colleftion  of 
very  old  ones  is  kept.  From  an  infcrlptioit  over 
the  gate  it  appears  that  this  houfe  was  built  in 
1645.  "^^^  ^^  houfe  appropriated  to  the  cho- 
rifters  of  the  fynod,  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  corn 
magazines,  and  others.  At  the  krafiiaya  plofcht- 
fchad,  red  place,  270  (hops  of  two  ilories  have 
been  recently  built.  The  whole  number  of  (hops 
in  Kitaigorod  is  402 1  of  brickj  and  54  of  wood. 
Oppofite  the  Spafkoi  gate  is  the  place  Lobnon, 
where  on  occafion  of  proceSions  public  prayers 
are  performed.  It  has  lately  been  new  faced 
with  granite. 

The  principal  ftreets  of  this  quarter  are  the 
Nikolfkaia,  the  Ilinkaia,  the  Varvarka,  and 
Mofkvaretzkaia,  fo  denominated  from  St.  Ni- 
cholas, St.  Elias,  St4  Barbara,  and  the  river 
Moikva. 

BiELooROD  lies  alfo  on  this  fide  the  river 
Moikva,  and  confifts  moftly  of  brick,  and  fome 
of  them  elegant  buildings.    This  quarter  em^i- 

*  See  Life  of  Catharine  IL  appeadix  to  toL  i.  No.  I. 
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hnifie$,  ^  jUtaigorod  ia  t  fenUdrailar  for  at 
£(OQt  1^  mfiiix  of  th«  Yaufa  into  the  Moikva^ 
td  tbe  badk  of  that  river  again*   Ix  was  formerly 
<syUe4  Tkarefi  and  probably  obtained  its  prefent 
ap|ieIlatioA  Bielgorod  or  White-town,  from  the 
white  WaU  or  rampart  which  was  biiilt  round  ic 
by  (urder  df  tzar  Feodor  Ivanovitch  in  1586^ 
and  at  length  pulled  down  on  account  of  its 
ruinous  condition.    The  vacant  place  is  now 
fiihiiihed  with  an  allce  of  trees  and  a  canal 
which  takes  its  rife  at  a  fpring  two  verAs  beyond 
the  parifh  of  Bolfchoi  Muititfchtfch.     This  walk 
of  birch  and  linden  trees  is  certainly  better  cal- 
culated for  utility  as  affording  an  agreeable  pro- 
menade, which  is  the  more  valuable  as  the  ma- 
jority of  the  inhabitants  of  this  enormous  city 
live  at  the  diftaiice  of  feveral  verfts  from  any 
means  of  fo  wholefome  an  exercife. 
.   The  moft  remarkable  public  buildings  of  this 
diftrid  are:  the  monafteries  Vuifokopetroffky, 
the  Kreftovofdvifhenfkoy,  the  Slatoftenikoy,  and 
the  Stretenikoy.     Nunneries:  the  Rofteitven- 
ikoy,  Ivanoflkoy,  and  Alexiefikoy;  the  Nikit- 
Ikoy,    and    the     Yegorieffkoy.       Seventy-two 
fhurches^   and  an  armenian  church   built  in 
i/Si.    The  univerfity  of  Mofco  founded  in 
1755  by  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  with  two  gym« 
Miiums,  one  for  noble  and  the  other  for  children 

of 
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of  Tarioot  daSs^  Here  are  taught  tfi^andenC 
and  modem  languages,  matbemalicay  pllikife* 
phy^  medicme,  tbeoredcal  and  pnnftical  jurif* 
prudence,  and  theok^.  It  hat  1 1  ftated  and 
5  extraordinary  profelTors,  49  tutors,  64  Ihi^ 
dents  at  the  expence  of  the  crown,  and  18  at 
their  own,  79  noble  (icholars  at  the  crown's 
expence,  and  487  at  their  own }  71  of  varioug 
clafles  on  the  foundation,  and  373  at  their  own 
expence.  The  late  empreis  Catharine  II*  de» 
yoted  1 25,000  rubles  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
buildings. 

The  other  ftruftures  are:  the  foundlxngf^ 
houfe,  the  grammar-fchool,  the  poft-office,  the 
falt»magazine,  the  archives,  the  affignation^bank, 
the  artillery*court,  the  printingoffice  of  the 
fenate,  the  chief  apotheke,  the  mint,  &c. 

The  houfe  of  the  noblemen's  club  has  a  mag« 
nificent  hall  able  to  hold  about  aooo  perfons. 
In  the  galleries  and  halls  of  the  public  dieatre 
mafquerades  are  frequently  given. 

A  filk^manufisk&ory  of  24  looms  aond  6g 
mailer  workmen,  and  4*manufadories  of  play-* 
ing  cards. 

Among  the  private  buildings  PafchkoP^  houfe^ 
of  which  more  will  be  faid  prefently,  is  un* 
doubtedly  the  principal. 
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tlie '  largeft  and  fineft  ftreets  are :  the  Po^ 
krofka,  the  Mafnigkaia,  the  Stretenka^  the  Pe« 
troflka,  the  Tverlkaia^  the  Nlkitftaia,  the  Mo 
chovaia,  and  the  Pretfchiftenka. 

Hie  BiHD-MARK^T,  ochotnol  riad,  defefves  to 
be  briefly  mentioned.  Here  are  fold  finging-* 
birds,  dogs,  rabbits,  fquirrels,  and  all  forts  of 
domeftic  animals.  This  trade  is  by  no  means 
inconfiderable,  as  in  no  place  are  there  fuch 
numbers  of  fimciers  of  this  kind  as  at  Mofco* 
Nightingales,  quails ,  doves,  pigeons,  and  parti^^ 
cularly  dogs,  are  frequently  purchafed  at  incre- 
dible prices.  Canary-birds  are  imported  in  great 
quantities  by  the  Tyrolefe.  The  loweft  price  for 
a  common  canary-bird  is  five  rubles ;  but  when 
they  are  well  taught,  it  is  not  unufual  for  them 
to  coft  from  50  to  1 00  rubles  each« 

In  this  quarter  are  373  ihops,  6  ftone-bridg€$» 
and  one  of  timber. 


CHAP.    IV. 

The  Zemleiioigorod.  -~  Principal  ftfeets.  —  Slobodes.  '^ 
Public  edifices.  —  iAfinmriet.  —  Surgical  inftttution* 

—  The  hofpital  for  invalids,  rr-  The  apothecary^garden. 

—  The  german  flobode.  —  Its  inhabitants.  — -  Churches. 
«-  Schools.  —  The  new  lutheran  church.  •—  Dr.  Jerb- 
simflcy.  —  Heideke.  —  The  old  church.  —  The  im- 

palace  and  garden.  — •  Corruption  of  language.  — 
TOL.  11.  CO  Sonorbus 
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Sonorous  expreifions.  —  Attachment  of  fbreignerl'  to 
RufHay  and  its  caufcs.  —  German  phyficians.  —  Pro 
feflbrs.  —  Domeilic  tutors.  —  Artifibers.  —  Grufinian 
and  tartarian  flobodes. 

Zemlenoioorod  and  the  Slobodes  encircle 
the  three  quarters  beforementioned,  as  well  on 
this  fide  as  on  that  of  the  river  Mofkva,  Here  by 
the  fide  of  mafly  and  elegant  ftruftures  are  Jeen 
wooden  houfes,  and  among  them  wretched 
hove|s.  The  origin  of  the  name  Zemlenoigorod 
has  been  already  mentioned.  In  the  years  1591 
and  1592,  during  the  reign  of  tzar  Feodor  Ivan- 
ovitch,  it  was  furrounded  by  a  wall,  which  was 
entered  by  thirty-four  gates  of  timber,  and  two 
of  ftone ;  of  all  thefe,  only  the  two  laft  are  now 
remaining,  the  others  being  either  burnt  or  de* 
cayed.  Over  one  of  them  a  tower  in  the  gothic 
ftyle,  called  Sukhareva,  was  ereded  under  loann 
Alexievitch,  and  Peter  Alexievitch,  from  the 
year  1692  to  1695,  where  is  now  the  admiralty- 
office.  The  principal  ftreets  in  this  diftrift  are, 
the  Patnitzkaiya,  the  Kufnetzkaiya,  the  Yaki- 
manfkaiya,  the  Kofmodemian{kaiya,the  Ordynka, 
the  Arbatlkaiya,  the  Oftofchenka,  the  Povarf- 
kaiya,  the  Ragolhkaiya,  and  the  Taganka. 

The  Slobodes  or  fuburbs,  are  furrounded 
by  the  kammercollege  wall,  through  which  ,the 
zaftaves  or  outer-gates  are  paiTages.      This  wall 

inclofes 
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kiiclofes  likewifis  a  sumbex  of  wafte  and  .'empty 
places,  which  have  probably  been  left  in  a  view 
to  the  future  enlargement  of  Mofco.  And  in 
iafl  the  number  of  houfes  augments  from  year 
to  year ;  fo  that  feveral  of  thefe  unoccupied 
places  have  within  no  long,  period  of  time  been 
converted  into  populous  ftreets.  v 

The  ptiblic  edifices  molt  deferving  of  notice  In 
the  fuburbs,  are  the  three  infirmaries,  the  Pavlf* 
koi,  the  Katarinenfkoi,  and  the  great  hofpitaL 
The  laft  is  devoted  to  fick  and  ii^rm  foldiers, 
as  the  former  two  ire  to  other  patients,  of  what- 
ever clafs,  nation,  or  religious  profeiHpn.  The 
plan  of  conduA  in  all  of  them  is  exemplary. 
To  the  great  hofpital  a  chirurgical  cflablifliment 
16  annexed,  in  which  a^  confiderable  number  of 
young  men  are  maintained  as  ftudents  of  medi- 
cine at  the  public  expence« 

The  HOSPITAL  OF  INVALIDS,  au  elegant 
building,  with  a  garden  properly  attended^  in  a 
pleafant  fituation,  may  be  matched  againft  anv 
beneficent  inftitution  of  this  nature. 

The  botanic  or  apothecary-garden^  be- 
longing to  the  imperial  apotheke,  is  kept  in  an 
excellent  ftate.  This  apotheke  is  appointed  to 
fupply  all  the  inferior  apothekes  of  the  lazarets 
ef  the  empire  with  drugs  and  medicines.     In 

c  c  2  the 
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the  garden  are  reared  almoft  all  the  officifaal  hAbtf 
in  great  abundance. 

The  principal  and  itioft  remarkable  fubuH)  is 
undoubtedly  the  german  flobode;  and  it  is, 
therefore,  by  way  of  eminence,  generally  called 
the  S1.0BODE.  It  lies  on  the  eaftem  fide  of  the 
city,  and  forms  the  fuburb  as  one  comes  hither 
irom  Vladimir.  It  is  entered  by  diree  of  the 
fineft  ftreets,  the  Pokrofka,  the  new  Bofman* 
naiya,  and  the  old  Bofmannaiya.  This  fuburb 
is  inhabited  not  only  by  Germans,  as  forri|;ners 
inight  be  apt  to  fuppofe,  but  iikewife  many 
Ruffians  lire  here,  either  in  their  own,  or  hired 
houfes  i  nor  do  all  the  Germans  in  Mofco  refide 
in  the  flobode,  but  a  great  proportion  of  them 
dwell  in  other  ftreets  and  parts  of  the  town. 
Thefe  are  chiefly  phyficians,  apothecaries,  tutors, 
merchants,  and  fome  tradefmen,  fuch  as  taylors 
and  flioemakers,  who  choofe  their  fituati6n  ac- 
cording  as  it  fuits  with  thdr  bufinefs.  The 
german  inhabitants  of  the  flobode,  befides  a  few 
merchants,  and  fome  of  the  learned  profeffions, 
are  moftly  artificers.  The  Germans  have  here 
four  churches ;  two  lutheran,  one  catholic,  and 
one  cahriniftic.  The  congregation  of  the  ne# 
lutheran  church  is  the  moft  numerous.  Thde 
churches  are  fupported  by  the  voluntary  <:ontri- 

^  butions 
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buttons  of  the  feveral  congregations*  Each  haa 
its  preacher  with  a  tolerably  good  appdntment* 
In  connection  with  each  of  the  two  lutheran 
churches  is  a  fchool^  'governed  by  a  redor,  wHo 
at  the  fame  time  performs  the  ofBce  of  organift 
tfid  chanter  during  divine  fervice.  Thefe  fchools 
would,  perhaps,  be  better  conduced,  if  the  pay 
of  the  teachers  was  not  fo  very  fmalL 

.The  new  lutheran  church  is  advantageoufly 
diftinguifhed  from  the. reft  by  feveral  rational 
and  prudent  alterations.  The  introduction  of 
the  excellent  peterfburg  hymn«4>ook9  containing 
the  hymns  of  Klopftock,  Gellert,  Cramer,  &c. 
and  a  noble  and  edifying  liturgy,  on  pure  evan- 
gelical piinciples,  redounds  greatly  to  the  honour 
of  the  miniften 

For  thefe  improvements  the  church  is  moftly 
indebted  to  its  prefent  paftor  Dr.  Jerbzimfky,  a 
man  who,  among  other  virtues,  poffeifes  that  of 
hearkening  to  reafenable  remonftrances  and  of 
following  the  advice  of  the  wife  and  pious.  The 
dregs  of  the  old  leaven  have  in  ihort  been  tho« 
roughly  purged  out  by  Mr.  Heideke,  the  paftor 
adjunAus,  a  young  man  of  uncommon  endow* 
ments,  and  eminent  erudition.  His  fermons 
inculcate  a  found  morality,  blended  with  a  clear 
and  convincing  doCtrine,  with  which  he  fuccefs- 
fully  combats  religious  prejudices  and  unchriftian 

c  e  3  conduct  j 
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condu6:;  animating  his  hearers  to  a  virtuous 
life  by  the  warmth  of  his  compofitions,  and  the 
elegance  of  his  delivery.  He  has  all  the  graces 
of  di£Uon  at  command,  pofTefles  a  rare  perfonal 
eloquence,  a  full  and  modulated  utterance,  and 
a  dignified  eafe  which  never  forfakes  him.  In 
fhort,  he  feems  born  for  an  orator. 

In  the  old  church  the  Kcenigfberg  hymn-book 
is  (till  retained,  and  the  fiermons  are  more  in  the 
tafte  of  the  old  fcholaftic  theology,  fo  that  thofe 
poor  fheep  of  the  Jutheran  flock  in  Mofco,  who 
yet  adhere  to  the  antient  formulary  of  dogmas, 
may  here  find  their  pafture* 

The  lutheran  congregations  in  Mofco,  as  well 
as  in  Peterfburg,  have  the  privilege  of  choofing 
their  own  preachers;  an  advantage  which  the 
other  german  congregations  in  Ruffia  have  not. 
They  receive  their  preachers  at  the  appointment 
of  the  college  of  juftice,  by  whom  they  are  a)lb 
paid ;  whereas  the  preachers  at  Mofco  and  Su 
Peteifburg  are  falaried  as  well  as  elefted  by  the 
congregations. 

The  generality  of  the  Germans  bom  at  Mofco 
difcover  but  few  traces  of  their  german  origin ; 
ip  manners  and  cuftoms  forming  themfelves 
chiefly  on  the  Ruflians.  Numbers  of  them  un^ 
derfland  not  a  word  of  German ;  and  many  who 
fpeak  It,  employ  a  jargon  very  difi$cuk  to  b^ 

qompr^-r 
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comprehended ;  bringing  into  their  fpeech  not 
enly  applications  and  properties  of  the  ruffian 
language,  but  giving '  currency  to  whole  words^ 
with  or  without  gercnan  terminations :  and  what 
16  here  faid  of  the  Germans  may  be  applied  to  all 
foreigners.  They  fay  kriltzo,  inftead  of  the 
fieps  at  the  houfe-door;  gulianie,  inftead  of 
taking  a  walk ;  tfcherdak,  for  the  garret ;  dvor- 
aik,  inftead  of  fervant ;  rafnofchtfchik,  inftead 
of  the  man  who  fells  things  about  the  ftreets,  &c« 
**  be  fo  good  and  tell  me  j*'  "  do  all  what  I 
could  ;**  "  I  ordered  the  taylor  to  few  me  a 
coat  j"  "  who  fews  your  clothes  ?**  inftead  of, 
^^  who  makes  your  clothes  ?"  and  many  other 
fuch  inftances  verbally  tranflated  from  the  rufs  ox* 
german* 

On  the  other  hand  it  muft  be  confefled,  that 
the  pronunciation  of  the  Germans  here,  is  in- 
comparably fofter  and  more  fonorous  than  that 
of  the  native  Germans,  of  whatever  province 
they  be.  Their  tongue  becomes  more  pliant,  as 
in  their  youth  they  learn  feveral  languages,  and 
their  ear  is  better  capable  of  difcriminating 
whatever  is  harih,  as  they  learn  almoft  all  the 
dialedts  of  Germany  from  the  new  comers,  who 
meet  together  in  Mofco  from  the  various  pro- 
vinces of  that  empire ;  and  the  provindaUfm  of 
language  csumot  poffibly  have  any  charms  to 
an  unbiafled  mind. 

c  c  4  The 


« 

1 


39S  t&eTGH  09  MOSCOW 

Th6  Gmmukf  ujwdl  as  every  other  totmgfiet^ 
comes  to  Ruffia  ib  the  d^gn  of  asking  a  for- 
tune, and  then  quiedy  to  enjoy  the  £raita  of  fab 
bbontiB  in  his  nauve  country*  For  ayear  or  two 
he  ai&eMS  firmly  to  this  fentiment,  as  be  finds 
no  attra&ions  to  the  contrary.  Foreign  man* 
ners   and  a  ftrange  language'  render  his  life 

;,  and  he  fighs  for  home.    By  in« 
d^rees,   however,    he  heomies  mote 
fiimiUar  widi  thefe  manners  and  this  language* 
He  experiences,  on  the  part  of  the  govemmetit, 
a  generous  and  indulgent  treatment,  which  the 
more  gratefully  affeds  him,  the  lefs  he  has  been 
accuftomed  to  it  in  his  own  country.    While  he 
enjoys  almod  all  the  benefits  belonging  to  the 
natives  of  the  country  where  he  lives,  he  hears 
none  of  thdr  burdens  fo  long  as  he  choofiss  to 
remain  a  foreigner,  and  the  return  to  the  place 
of  his  birth  is  always  open  to  him,  with  whatever 
he  has  acquired  by  his  induftry^  his  abilities,  or 
his  good  fortune  in.Ruffia.     Only  when  he  is 
determined  by  inclination,  or  his  particular  con* 
cerns,  to  declare  himfelf  a  fobjed,  in  order  tlut 
he  may  be  a  burgher,  or  purchaie  eflates  in  land, 
he  ihares  the  burdens  of  the  natives,  as  well  as 
their  fignal  advantages.    This  liberty  enjoyed 
by  foreigners  in  Ruffia  is  fo  inviting  and  alluring, 
that  it  almoft  always  obfcures  the  darling  idea 

of 
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of  home,  aind  fedmcei  many  a  ftnoger  to  be  un^ 
faitfaf ttl  to  his  firft^ovc    To  this  muft  be  added» 
cfae  itizuriouft  way  of  life  in  which  men  ate  f^ 
apt  to  iadulge^  who  oiafce  eafy  and  confiderable 
profits^    N0W9  if  we  only  confider  that  the  fo- 
rdgaer  ia  under  no  conftraint  from  fonna  and 
ccrftBTwhies  of  any  kind»  that^  no  vexatious  corpcK 
ratlon^lawa  obftrud  or  confine  the  artificer  in  lu$ 
works,  that  ^  phyfidan  and  the  arnft^  after  due 
examination,  may  exerdfe  their  art  and  ikill,  and 
the  merchant  employ  his  capital  in  what  way  he 
pleafesy  it  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  very  bw 
foreigners,  who  have  lived  a  long  time  in  Ruffia, 
have  any  afpirations  to  return  to   their  own 
country  (  and  that  thofe  few  who  have  firmnels 
enough  to  refift  all  the  charms  of  their  ifecoad 
home,  and  go  back  to  their  paternal  feat,  yet 
ibon  make  their  re<^ppearance  in  Ruifia's  bzppj 
borders,  confefiing  that  it  is  difficult  toaccuC- 
torn  tbemfelves  again  to  the  yoke  of  partialities, 
refpe£bble  only  from  their  antiquity,  and  pre- 
judices hereditarily  derived,  without  ezaminatioQ, 
from  age  to  age,  which  formerly  appeared  left 
hard  to  be  borne,  only  from  habit  and  the  ixiei&- 
perience  of  early  life. 

The  prime  clafs  of  the  Germans  here,  un. 
doubtedly,  is  made  up  of  physicians.  Over 
all  Rufiia  the  medical   department  is   almoQ: 

exclufively 
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ezclofivdy  in  the  hands  of  german  pbyfidans* 
But  few  Ruffians,  and  ftill  fewer  Engliflimen  and 
frenchmen,  fonn  an  exception  to  this  obfenra- 
^  lion,  and  thefe  have  m  all  refpefts  fo  affimilated 
with  the  Germans,  that  they  may  be  eafily  nuT* 
taken  for  them.     In  genera),  the  phyfidan  finds 
a  rery  ample   fubfiftence  in  Ruffia;    but  his 
licheft  veins  of  gold  are  Petersburg  and  Mofox 
In  London  alone,  perhaps,  is  thq  mine  of  difeafes 
fo  productive  as  here.     Several  phyficians  make 
anilually  1 0,000  rubles  by  their  practice.     The; 
moft  eminent   at  prefent  are,  Frefe,  Yenifcb, 
Kerefturi,     Doppelmayer,      Pfahler,     Richter, 
Mafchmeyer,  &c. 

•    The  reft  of  the  learned  Germans  in  Mofco 
are  fome  pfbfeiTors  of  the  univerfity,  the  pa£- 
tors,  and  the  domeftic  tutors,  though  among 
the  latter  fome  unlearned  occafionally  creep  in. 
The  falary  of  the  profeflbrs  is  not  very  high*; 
and,  in  order  to  gain  a  decent  livelihood,  they 
find  it  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  collateral 
occupations,  as  private  tutors,  writers,- tranfla- 
tors,  &c.     After  having  been  ten  years  in  office 
they  get  a  title,  ufually  that  of  hofrath,  or  court- 
counfellor,  and  regularly  every  ten  years  they 
are  promoted  in  rank. 

The  domeftic  tutors,  in  the  principal  and  moft 
opulent  femilies,  are,  fince  the  french  revolution^ 

moftly 
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ynoftly  Germans;  yet  it  is  always  required  pf 
them  to  poflefs  the  french  tongue  to  a  certain 
degree  of  perfeftion,  as  it  ftill  continues  to  be 
the  language  of  conv^rfatiou  among  the  fuperior 
raoks. 

Among  the  german  tradefmen,  the  taylors  are 
the  moft  numerous  as  well  as  the  moft  fubftan- 
tial.  It  would  be, thought  a  violation  of  the 
firft  rules  of  good  tafte  to  wear  a  coat  made  by 
any  other  than  a  german  taylor ;  and  thefe  ar- 
tificers in  drapery  are  extremely  well  {killed  in 
the  art  of  turning  this  prejudice  to  their  advan- 
tage.'  They  bring  in  long  bills,  and  are  well 
paid  for  their  work.  The  other  german  handi« 
craftfmen,  (hoe^malLers,  glovers,  joinb'S,  fmiths, 
^c.  all  make  handfome  profits,  and  /are  gen^« 
jrally  likewife  in  very  good  circumftances. 

Befides  the  germaii  flobode  there  is  alfo  a 
ORUsiNiAN,  where  the  princes,  who  fled  froAi 
Qrufinia,  or  Georgia,  have  fettled  with  their 
followers  j  and  a  tartarjak.  They  lie  oj| 
t)ic  oppofite  fides  of  the  city. 
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CHAP.    V. 

The  wiverfiiy.  —  ProfefTon.  —  Curators.  -^  KhcnSkof^ 

—  GaUitzin.  —  Turyenicf.  —  Faculties.  —  Studentft, 

—  Sword  ftudents.  —  Half  yearly  cxamioatioiis*  — 
The  gymni^oni.  — -  The  academy  of  nobks*  —  The 
fbimdlliig-boi^ital*  — ^  Increafe  ^  this  iaftktttioo*  -* 
Stni6^ures»  «^  Internal  eflablifhipent.  — -  Dne^on.  — - 
Funds,  ^->  Diftribution  into  feveral  ages.  «—  Number* 

—  Facility  of  gaining  admiifion  for  children.  —  Bene* 
fit  of  this  iniUtution.  --  Commercia]  fchooL  —  Bene* 
£cent  care  «f  her  majefty  the  preiSent  cmpreft.  >*-^ 
£xcefiM  mortality.  -**  Caufes  thereof. 

Young  as  the  univerfity  is,  being  founded  in 
the  year  1755  by  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  it 
already  evinces  many  marks  of  confirmed  matu* 
rity,  and  the  folidity  of  the  fettled  age ;  aiid, 
furprifing  as  it  may  feem  at  fo  early  a  period^, 
(he  rifes  from  year  to  year  to  greater  excellence* 
While  the  univerfity  reckons  among  its  profeff* 
ors  fuch  men  as  Barfof,  Matfhsei,  Schwartz; 
Schade^  Roil,  Tfchubataref,  Antonfky,  Baufe, 
Heym,  and  curators  of  fuch  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened minds  as  Schuvalof,  Meliflino,  Kheraikof, 
and  Gallitzin,  who  have  contributed  greatly  by 
their  talents  to  bring  it  to  its  prefent  refpeflable 
ftate,  no  doubts  can  be  entertained  of  its  £ar* 

ther 
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ifaines  foremoft  as  one  of  the  mod  diftinguilhed 
authors  m  Ruflia,  in  the  department  of  belies 
lettres« .  He  is  ac  prefent  the  fenior  curator* 
In  the  fame  rank  with  him  ftands  prince  Gal»  ' 
I.ITZIN,  a  kinfman  of  the  adoal  founder  of  the 
univerlity,  the  firft  lord  of  the  bedchamber^ 
Schuvalof.  He  was  educated  abroad>  chiAy  in 
France.  The  dheftor  Turtenisf  underftaads 
feveral  fore^n  languages^  and  is  an  z&ire  labo- 
rious man^  who  has  the  profperity  of  this  feat 
of  learning  much  at  heart. 

The  univei'fity  has  only  three  fitdilties :  phi- 
litfophy,  juri^udence,  and  medicine ;  as  for  the 
ftudy  of  tlieology  tihere  are  particular  (emtna- 
ries,  in  MoTco,  in  tbe  Troitzkoe  monaftery^  in 
Kobmna,  Kie^  &c.  The  number  of  youj^; 
men  who  foUow  then:  ftudtes  at  the  expcikoe 
of  the  crown  ai]K)unts  to  fifty :  thefe  ftudefttSy 
as  well  as  mod  of  the  profeflbrs,  refide  in  tbe 
univerfity,  which  is  a  large  elegant  edifice  fitil- 
ate  on  the  Mochovaiya>  occupying,  with  its  coU 
laterad  building^,  a  very  confiderable  fpace. 
The  ftudents  are  divided  mto  two  clatfies^  'cne 
called  fimply  students,  the  other  $woit»- 
sTUDBKTs,  the  fword,  with  whkh  certain 
privileges  are  conneAed,  bebig  diftributed  as  a 
reward  to  the  more  defervii>g«    Nor  has  there 

hitherto 
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hitherto  been  an  inftance  of  this  mark  of  hononf 
haymg  been  mifappfied,  as  frequently  happens 
at  the  german  academies,  where  every  one  wears 
it  on  being  matriculated.  The  diftribution  of 
the  fwords,  as  well  as  the  gold  and  filver  medals, 
and  the  books,  which  are  conferred  as  recom*> 
pences  for  induftry  and  good  conduct,  is  made 
at  the  great  half-yearly  examinations,  when  the 
{Indents  are  obliged  to  gire  various  proofs  of 
their  proficiency ;  a  prafUce  indubitably  produc- 
tive of  beneficial  eSeds,  and  which  might  be  ad* 
vantageoufly  introduced  into  other  univerfities* 

The  GYMNASIUM,  which  is  conneded  with 
thenniverfity,  ferves  it  as  a  feminary ;  the  mod 
advanced  of  the  fuperlor  daffes  being  admitted 
therein  as  ftudents.  The  number  of  fcholars  at 
the  gymnafmm  amounts  to  ibme  hundreds,  of 
whom  150  are  mamtsdned'by  the  crown;  the 
reft  'have  like  wife  their  inftruftton  free  of  ex- 
pence.  The  fons  of  decayed  noblemen,  eccle« 
fiaftics,  fcribes,  ftewards,  and  petty  merchants 
attend  this  fchool  on  account  of  its  cheapnefs. 
But  wealthy  nobles  and  rich  burghers  fend  their 
children  to  what  is  called  the  noble  aca- 
PBMY^:  an  inftitution  originally  not  within  the 
plan  of  the  univerfity,  but  which  was  fet  up  by  a 
few  profelTors  as  a  collateral  employment,  but  is 
now  united  whh  the  univerfity.    It  is  in  a  very 

flouriib- 
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flotttHhhig  ftate^  and  numbers  about  150  pupils. 
The  ii^pedor  of  this  inftitution  is  profeflbr  An<^ 
toniky^  in  all  refpeds  a  very  diligent  and  fit 
perfon  for  that  ftation.  ^^ 
.  The  FouNDLiNG'HousE  forms  an  elegant 
counterpart  to  the  univerfity.  This  benefkiat 
foundation  is  continually  increafing  in  liability 
and  extent :  a  circumftance  partly  owing  to  thq 
wife  and  welUdigefted  plan  on  which  it  is  framed, 
but  partly  likewifc  to  the  rare  felicity  of  having 
had  at  its  head,  almoft  without  exception,  pru^ 
dent  and  upright  governors. 

The  habitations  of  the  foundlings,  their  over- 
ieers,  teachers,  and  nurfes,  the  church,  the  ma* 
gazine,  breweries,  bake-houfes,  kitchens,  bath-  ^ 
ing-rooms,  hofpital-wards,  &c.  compofe  all  to- 
gether a  little  town;  as  the  circumference  of 
all  thefe  btiildings  comprizes  above  three  verfts* 
Thefe  feveral  buildings  are  fubftantial,  commo- 
dious, and  handfome.  Only  the  diftrift  in 
which  they  (land,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Yauia  and  the  Moikva,  is  damp  and  marihy* 
The  internal  difpofition  is  excellent.  The  greateft 
cleanlinefs  and  order  everywhere  prevail;  due 
in(tru£tion  in  everything  neceffary  for  a  burgher 
to  know ;  the  utmoft  attention  and  care,  in  re- 
gard to  the  health  of  the  children,  are  the^ 
Ariking  chara£teriflics  of  this  inftitution. 

The 
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The  empreft  takes  upon  her  the  chief  inilpec^ 
tibn  6f  the  foundling  hofpital,  and  under  her 
count  Sievers  dire&s  the  whole ;  an  adive  and 
liberal  nobleman,  known  tn.  £un^  cfaiefljr  by 
hk  embaffy  in  Poland  during  the  diet  at  Grodno* 
Under  him  is ,  a.  council  confiftipg  of  the  chief 
diredlor  and  three  wardens.  This  council  ex« 
pedites  everythbg  relative  either  morally  or 
phyfically  to  the  eftablifliment.  In  fubordina- 
tion  to  it  are  the  cenfor,  the  oeconome,  and  the 
principal  accountant.  The  cenibr  is  the  chief 
infpedor  over  the  education  and  inftrudion ;  the 
tmfinels  of  the  oeconome  and  the  principal 
.accountant,  is  fuiEdemly  clear  from  the  names  of 
their  office.  The  funds  of  this  inftitution  are  a 
lombard,  a  tax  upon  all  pubKc  entertainmenxs, 
au  plays,  Vauxhalls,  &c.  and  upon  cards,  idndi 
are  ftaii^>ed  by  the  foundUnghouie.  Thefe  two 
taxes  are  very  produ&ive^  The  h<Mife  too  has 
feveral  manufaflories,  in  which  the  work  is  per« 
formed  moftly  by  foundlings. 

Over  the  girls  is  a  chief  infpedrefs,  under 
whom  are  the  other  infpefbreflres  and  nurfes,  as 
the  girls  and  boys  are  kept  carefully  feparate. 
Both  the  one  and  the  other  fex  are  divided  into 
different  ages.  Each  of  thefe  ages  has  its  pecu« 
liar  employments,  paftimes,  and  leftions.  The 
ix^ftru&ion  in  fciences  and  languages  is  con« 
7  dttftcd 
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Akk&tA  by  tvitors  both  with  the  boys  and  the 
gurU ;  bttC  always  apart.  The  latter  are  taught 
the  feoaiiiine  arts  by  women^  and  every  age  l^s 
:m  iBfye&jletz  and  a  nurfe,  as  the  divifions  of 
the  boys  are  provided  with  their  overfeers  and 
nurfes.  The  whole  number  of  the  foundlings 
is  upwards  of  5000.  At  every  hour  of  the  day 
and  the  nighty  children  ^re  admitted,  without 
the  leaft  obje&ion  or  inquir)%  Nothing  but  a 
ticket  is  required,  intimating  whether  or  not  the 
child  has  been  baptized ;  and,  if  it  has,  fignify*- 
ing  the  name  it  received^  Here  are  alfo  wards 
properly  fitted  up  for  lying-in  women,  who  are 
delivered  by  expert  midwives  free  of  all  ex-^ 
pence*. 

It.  is  not  to  be  defcribed  'how  much  this  con- 
venient inftttutton  is  frequented*  Not  only  the 
fruits  of  forbidden  intercourfe  are  here  depofited  • 
by  high  and  low,  but  alfo  numbers  of  indigent 
married  perfons,  fearful  that  they  may  not  be 
able  to  provide  food  and  education  for  their 
children,  commit  them  to  the  care  of  this  cha^ 
ritable  eftabliihment,  where  they  are  not  only 
maintained,  but  brought  up  to  become  ufeful 
members  of  fociety«  Since  the  firft  inftitution 
of  this  hofpital,  a  period  of  more  than  forty 
y«rs,  not  one  inftance  of  child-murder  has  been 
deteAed  in  the  whole  circuit  of  Mofco« 
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A   SCHOOL   OF    TRADE    AND     COMMERCE     » 

connected  with  this  eftablifliiiient,  which  owes 
its  foundation  to  the  generofity  of  a  wealthy 
proprietor  of  iron-raines,  the  late  Prokopy  Di- 
midof.    A  capital  of  two  hundred  and  five  thou- 
fand  rubles  was  the  fiind  which  he  prefented  Co- 
it«  endowments    In  this  fchooL  a  hundred  foils 
of  poor  merchants  are  maintained,  and  taught 
Irom  their  earlieft  youth  thebufinefs  of  the 
counting-houfe,  and  the  languages  of  Europe* 
Several  mercantile  houfes  in  Mofco  have  already 
been  furnifhed'  with  able  clerks  from  this  infti- 
tution. 

The  foundling  houfe  has  beea  principally  be* 
nefited,  fince  her  majefty  the  prefent  emprefe 
Maria  Feodorevna  has  beftowed  fuch  great  care 
and  attention  in  removing  the  abufes  that  had 
crept  in,  and  for  the  reftoraiion  of  order  in  its^ 
feveral  departments*  She  has  particularly  ex- 
erted her  endeavours  to  put  a  flop  to  the  caofes^ 
of  that  exceffive  mortality,  which  indeed  was- a 
great  reproach  to  this  ufeful  inftitution.  For, 
though  no  bills  of  mortality  were  ever  publiflied 
of  the  foundling-houfe,  which,  by  the  way,  was 
a  ftrange  negleft,  confidering  the  general  regu- 
larity that  prevails  in  this  place,  and  the  number 
of  phyficians  belonging  to  it,  yet  it  is  eafy  lo 
conclude,  from  a  variety  of  circamftances,  that 
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the  mortality  in  the  foundling-houfe  muft  be  ex- 
ceedingly great.    The  caufes  of  it,  befides  the 
damp  and  unwholefome  fituation  of  the  place^ 
appear  to  be  the  following.    Firft,  a  great  part 
of  the  neW'born  children  are  configned  to  nurfes 
in  the  country  till  they  ate  weaned.     Howevei^ 
rational  aild  proper  this  pra&ice  may  feeqa,  it  is 
attended  with  dreadful  etfe£ts  ;  as  the  poor  chil- 
dren are  entirely  trilfted  to  negligent,  generally 
hard  and  infenfible  women,  and  no  farther  con*" 
eern  is  taken  about  them*    Having  once  re- 
ceived their  pay  for  nurfmg,  their  end  id  aii'^ 
fwered,  whether  the  child  live  or  not.    Perhaps 
fcsq'cely  a  third  of  the  babes  given  to  them  ever 
came  back.     It  is  now  ordered,  that  a  furgeon 
(hall  go  round  the  villages  where  the  children 
are  kept.    In  the  next  place,  it  feems  impoilible, 
thlt  a  wet  nurfe  fhould  give  proper  fuck  to 
feveral  children  at  once ;  and  yet  it  often  hap- 
pened that  one  wet  nurfe  had  three  or  four 
children  to  nourifli.    The  emprefs  has  reformed 
this  abufe  likewife.    And  laftly,  the  infpe^tors 
and  phyficians  were  perhaps  in  many  important 
xefpeds  rather  too  carelefs.    They  feemed  to 
think  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  poor 
children,  except  when  they  were  ill  in  the  fick 
W^rds;    whereas   certainly  a  concern  for  the 
Jtiedth  of  the  children  in  fuch  an  inftitution 
ought  to  be  tnceflant  and  univerlaK 
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CHAP.    VI. 

The  theatre.  —  Maddox.  —  Rooms  for  mafqucradcs  and 
concerts.  —  The  infide  of  the  theatre-  —  Boxes.  — 
Pit.  —  Price.  —  Aclors.  —  Comparifon  of  the  rtf- 
fian  a^ord  with  the  germane  —  Perfonal  Iquallfieatiotte 
of  the  aftor3.  —  Afchokin.  —  The  Melnik.  —  The 
Sbiteiifchtfchik.  —  Pomexantzcf.  —  Schufchcnn.  -^ 
Ponamaref.  —  Aftreflcs.  «—  Sinlefflcy.  —  Naflbva.  — 
Kolagribova,  —  Plays.  —  Original.  —  Tranflatibns. 
Kotzcbue'a  pieces.  —  Ballet.  —  Decorum  of  the  pit. 
-—  Clapping.  —  Noife  at  the  reprefentation  of  uniott* 
pcfting  pieces. 

An  Englifliman,  named  Maddox,  is  the  pro* 
prietor  and  manager  of  the  theatre.  He  came 
to  Mofco  about  five-and-twcnty  years  ago,  as  a 
rope-dancer,  pofture-mafter,  and  performer  6f 
fleight  of  hand.  Without  money,  without  know- 
ing the  language  of  the  country,  u'na^quaiiif& 
with  the  manners  and  dirpdfifions  of  the  MoT- 
covites,  he  ventured  to  open  a  theatre;  arid 
from  his  induftry,  his  verfatile' genius,  and" per- 

■  * 

haps  hkewife  by  that  fortune/ whicft  is  feid  al- 

'-'if      • 

ways  to  favour  the  bold,  hiS 'undertaking  was- 
crowned  with  fuccefs.  He  foon  obtained  fo 
much  credit  as  to  enable^  him  to  ereft  a  new 
theatre  from  the  ground ;  a  ftf uftiire  whidi  for 

elegance 
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degance  of  architefture,  as  well  as  for  dimen- 
fions  and  folidity,  may  vie  with  any  in  Mofco. 
Befides  the  theatre  it  contains  concert  and  af- 
iembly-rooms,  in  which  the  new  mafquerade- 
room  is  particularly  diftinguifhable  for  its  mag- 
nificence. This  hall,  which  is  of  uncommoa 
magnitude,  and  conveniently  holds  feveral  thou-, 
fand  perfons,  alone  coft  fifty  thoufand  rubles. 

The  THEATRE  is  perhaps  one  of  the  largeft 

in  Europe.     Befides  four  (lories  of  boxes,  k  has 

two  Jpacious  galleries.     The  pit  has  two  ferles 

of  beaches,   extending   to   the  main,  entrance 

4iown  the  middle,  having  at  the  Hdes  inclofed 

•feats;  and  yet  there  is  a  confiderable  vacant 

ipace  remaining.     The  boxes  are  moftly  decou 

^ated   with  fumptuous  damaik,  hangings,  a^i^ 

furnifhed    with  mirrors    and    pendailt  luftres* 

.The  generality  of  them  have  filk  curtains,  forjw- 

ing  altogether  a  fuperb  and  brilliant  view.    Th^^ 

are  annually  let  for  a  certain  number  of  rq)re« 

fentationsj  they  are  however  to  be  had  at  a 

dated  price  on  other  days,  for  particular  occa- 

fions,  at  the  performance  of  a  new  play,  or  of 

one  that  is  eminently  admired.     The  annual 

rent  of  a  box  is   from  three    hundred  to  a 

:  thoufand  ruble$.  and  upwards.     Admittance  to 

the  pit   a  ruble^    — :  Prices  which  fufficiently 

iliew  the    expenfivenefs   of  the  amufements, 

P  P  3  as 
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23  w6ll  as  the  luxury  of  ;Mofco.  For  it  icidom 
happens  that  a  box  is  unlet;  and  the  pit  iH 
generally  full. 

The  a6tors  and  aSrefles  here  are  not  held  id 
that  high  efteem  which  they  enjoy  in  Germany^ 
^nd  other  countries  of  Europe  by  the  admirers 
of  their  art :  on  the  other  hand,  however,  no 
prejudice  is  entertained  againft  them,  fo  as  to 
exclude  them  frotn  genteel  company,  or  at  leaft 
to  bring  them  into  contempt  with  certain  clafles 
of  fociety,  9s  is  ftjU  the  ^afe  in  fome  parts  of 
Germany*  Tl^e  afior,  like  any  other  artift,  it 
f  deemed  by  both  the  quality  and  the  common* 
alty  here,  according  to  his  merit ;  though  neither 
fiimfelf  nor  his  art  is  idoliased  to  the  difadvantage 
of  other  talents,  On  the  contrary,  he  is  gene- 
tally  claffed  lower  than  the  poer,  the  painter, 
und  the  elegant  fcholar.  Howeyer,  he  neec^ 
^lowhere  be  aihamed  of  his  profeffion,  and  it  is 
neyei*  made  a  matter  of  reproach  to  hi(n«  If  he 
\>e  otherwife  a  good  and  peaceable  member  of 
fpciety,  he  enjoys  all  the  advafitages  of  it»  S|nd 
Hands  as  hjgh  in  the  public:  opinion  as  any  ofber 
inan,  His  profeffion  i^  no  obftacle  in  his  way. 
No  popular  prejudice  keeps  hi^  down.  In  all 
(rivil  relations  he  finds  credit  ^d  confidence  if 
he  be  otherwife  deferving  of  them*  He  cai| 
qpit  the  theatre,  and  ma;^  exp^ ^  every  futtable 

prpviQoq 


SKETCH  W   MOSCO.  407 

fronfion  to  which  his  talents  give  a  right  to 
f  retendi  I  kxiow  not  which  has  the  beft  of  it^ 
the  german  a&or,  who  is  on  one  fide  extolled 
to  the  ikies^  axid  on  the  other  funk  down  to  the 
t>ottomleis  pir^  or  the  ruffian  performer  wha 
quietly  makes  his  way  among  his  friends  and 
countrymen  like  the  reft  of  mankind. 

The  performers  in  Mofco  .are  not  lb  nume« 
rous  as  they  might  be.  The  principal  parts  ar6 
|>ut  mod^^tely  filled,  and  fome  that  are  not 
4nrignifica&t  lie  entirely  fallow ;  for  inftance,  the 
{»arts  of  the  artful  parafite.  The  mod  eminent  . 
adors  are  Afchokin,  Pomerantzef,  Schufcherin; 
imd  Fonamaref. 

AscHoKiK,  a  very  good  comic  performer,  is 
particularly  great  in  the  nadond-comic  fcene, 
dnd  his  ufdulnels  is  the  more  confiderable,  as 
he  iings.  His  capital  parts  are  undoubtedly  the 
xnilier  in  the  Melkik  (the  Miller;,  and  the 
old  guardian  in  the  Sbit£mschtschik  *.  Both 
pieces  are  national  operettas.  The  chief  part 
in  the  former  is  the  Miller,  from  whom  the 
piece  has  its  name.     Together  with  his  propdr 

*  SbiteD  u  a  llc^uor  made  of  honey ,  pepper,  and*  tracer 
which  in  winter  is  carried  about  ihe  ftreets,  as  mead  fs  in 
Rummer.  It-  is  contained  in  a  large  glafs  decanter,  and 
ferved  in  tumblers  to  the  cuftomers.  The  vender  of  this 
4rink  it  called  Sbit^fchtfchik. 

J)  D  4  tradt 
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trade  he  excrcifes  the  art  of  fbrtune-tielling  8h4 
of  go-between.  Nothing  can  be  more  natural  and 
true  than  Afchokin  in  this  part.  The  guardian 
in  the  Sbitenfchtfchik  is  an  bid  covetous  mer« 
chant,  who  /refolves  to  marry  his  young  and 
rich  ward  ;  but  (he,  as  ufual,  is  fnatched  from 
his  clutches  by  a  poor  but  young  and  deferring 
officer.  This  charader  is  not  unfrequently  met 
with  on  the  theatre  of  other  irountries^  and  in 
fpme  is  well  performed ;  but  here  fo  much  of 
the  national  peculiarities  is  interwoven  with  it, 
that  it  is  in  fome  degree  new«  Afchokin  pbys 
ft  incomparably* 

Pomerantzef's  parts  are  generous  fathers, 
^e  is  in  the  higheft  reputation  of  all  the  adors, 
as  to  his  profeffional  ts^lents  he  adds  a  profound 
knowledge  of  the  drama^  and  an  excellent  theory 
of  his  at't.  His  triumphant  part  is  the  Painter 
in  the  german  play  of  the  Father  of  the  Family. 
Pity  that  his  organs  of  utterance  are  too  weak 
for  this  large  theatre, 

ScHuscH^RiN,  a  well-lhaped  man,  plays  the 

principal  lovers  s^nd  heroes.     Figure,  powers  of 

declamation,  talents,  all  concur  in  rendering  him 

,an  accompliihed  aftor.     His  favourite  part  of  all 

|s  Wilhelm  in  the  Kind  der  Liebe  *  by  Kotzebue, 

♦  Aftcd  in  London  under  tKc  name  of  Lovers'  Vowi, 
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He  is  rivalled  by  Plabilfchtfchikof,  wlio  plays 
^Ifo  kings  and  heroes. 

PoNAMAREF,  a  coHiic  aftor.  His  parts  arc 
Ihtriguing  and  diverting  fervants,  droll  tutors, 
ridiculous  pedants,  &c.  A  fly  and  officious  in- 
termeddler  in  the  above-mentioned  Sbitenfcht- 
fchik  is  one  of  his  principal  parts.  He  likewife 
plays  excellently  Ghita  in  the  opera  Cofa  Rara. 
Of  the  adrefles  the  moft  diftinguiflied  are 
nudame  Sineflky,  Naflbva,  and  Kolagridova. 

Madame  Sinefsky  (now  Zakharof)  performs 
the  parts  of  the  principal  female  lover  with 
tolerable  fuccefs ;  but  (he  is  deficient  in  voice. 
In  general  (he  (hews  more  fcience  than  talent. 
Befides,  flie  is  no  longer  in  her  prime,  -  Ma- 
dame Nassova  plays  the  parts   of  the  romp 
•and  the  fimple  country  girl ;  and  this  depart- 
ment is  exaftly  fuited  to  her.     She  is,  perhaps, 
the  beft  female  performer  at  this  theatre;  h^ 
excellence,   however,  arifes  more  from  natwe 
than  from  art.     Laftly,  madame  Kolagridova 
excels  in  Mrs:  Siddons's  line  of  parts,  and  leaves 
all  her  fifter  performers  far  behind  her,  in  what 
relates  to  art  and  acquired  abilities. 

It  is  not  neceffary  to  particularize  the  inferior 

aftors.     It  mufl:  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that 

:  the  number  of  es^cellent  players  has  lately  had 

an  acceflion  of  two  by  the  engagement  of  Sak- 

pyNoi'  and  his  wife.   .Madame  Sandunova  is 

peculiarly 
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peculiai'ljr  ravifhing  in  her  performance  of  Ghiui 
in  the  Cofa  Rara.  She  frngs  to  admirationy 
and  is  in  general  a  complete  adrefs. 

Among  the  i^eces  reprefented,  the  origmali 
are  but  few :  moft  of  them  being  tranilationg 
from  the  germans  and  engliih,  particularly  the 
former*  The  moft  favoi^rite^  befides  the  Mel. 
KiK  and  the  SfiiTENscHTSCHiKy  which  have 
been  already  mentioned,  are  the  Nedorosl  *» 
and  the  Brigadier,  both  by  Van  Wifin,  and 
Dmitrx  Samo«vak£tch,  the  Falfe  Dmitri, 
'  by  kheralkbf.  This  laft  is  a  tugedy,  of  whic^h 
the  plot  is.  taken  from  the  ruffian  biftory*  The 
two  pieces  by  Van  Wifin  are  comedies,  and  ad^ 
mtrably  paint  the  national  manners. 

The  tranflations  that  have  been  attended  widi 
moft  fuccefs  at  this  theatre,  are  Emilia  Galotti, 
Mifs  Sarah  Samfon,  Miim^  von  Bamheim, 
jCiavigo,  Beverley,  Mariana,  and  above  ail  the 
dramatic  productions  of  Kotzebue :  Menfchen- 
hals  und  Reuef)  the  Papagoy,  the  Kind  der 
Iiebe>  Armulb  und  Edelfinn,  i.  e.  Poverty  and 
Generofity,  and  Die  Lafterfchule,  or  the  School 
of  Vice,  which  are  become  the  favourite  pieces 

•  Nedorofl  fignifies  a  minor,  a  pupil,  or  a  lad;  but 
Ihroughotit  this  play  ft  feeirs  to  be  the  Spoiled  Chfld. 
t    i  Performed  on  the  Engliih  ftage  under  the  ttfle  of  the 
Straoger. 

of 
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id  die  mofcovhe  public.    Thcfe  have  all  had  a< 

great  ruD,  and  are  ftill  performed  to  fuch  crowded 

^dietie«n,  that  numbers  camsot  gain  admiffion 

when  a  play  of  Kotzebue's  has  been  announced^ 

1^0  dramatic  poet^  whether  native  or  foreigner, 

has  here  ever  attained  foch  a  height  of  celebrity 

0S  Kdtzebue.  His  namip  is  never  mentioned  in  the 

politer  circles  without  euthufialm^  and  if  that  be 

(he  ftired  teft  of  excellente,  this  writer  inuft  be 

9  paragon  of  perfection.    At  any  rate^  it  may 

fiiflSlce  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  tafte  of  this  capital  ifl 

ifae  department  of  th^  drama. 

The  BALLfiT  is  deferving  of  particular  notice, 
as  being  by  no  means  of  an  inferior  quality.  It 
}ias  gained  conliderably  under  the  management 
of  the  baUet-maflrer  Pinucqi,  who  has  had  it  fot 
fome  time.  Both  the  male  and  female  dancers 
are  aihnirable ;  the  fcenery  and  decorations  are 
good,  and  fome  by  the  famous  fcene  painter 
ponzaga^  are  real  mafter-pieces.  Occafionallyv 
however,  wf  are  not  entirely  fiitisfied  with  the 
Waurdrobe. 

The  pit  is  here,  perhaps,  in  many  refpeds^  one 
of  the  moil  polite,  that  can  be  anywhere  feen. 
The  ears  are  never  rent  with  thofe  notfy  maHcs 
of  diiapprobation,  which  do  not  correct  bad 
aCbrs,  and  which  diftrefs  and  overpower  the 
inexperienced  and  timid*    The  bad  or  negligent 

5  performer 


41?  SKETpH,  OF   MOSCOr 

performer  is  here  ne^cr  clapped ;  which  h  [\Miy 
pumihrnent  enough  for  a  finner  act  quite  incor- 
rigible. He  will  doubtlefs  take  all  poiHble  pains 
Co  improve  himfel£»  that  he  pazy  obtain  a  (hare 
in  the  triumphs  of  his  colleagues,  unle&he  be 
loft  to  all  fenfe  of  honour  and  Jiigrace ;  ^d  in 
that  cafe  all  the  hooting  and  hiding  in  the  world 
will  never  amend  him^*  ^e  is  either  incapable 
or  fhamclels,  and  confequently  unfit  for  the  ftage. 
Even  the  clappings  of  approbation  do  not  to  fre- 
quently diftrad  the  attention  as  in  many  other 
theatres,  and,  which  defervcs  to  be  noticed,  are 
niuch  oftener  directed  at  the  poet  than  at  theper"* 
former^  A  ihrewd  remark,  a  witty  repartee,  or 
an  aSe6ling  fentiment,  is  fure  of  being  clapped^ 
even  though  coming  from  the  mouth  of  a  ver]^ 
indifferent  performer. 

There  is  one  thing  foar  which  both  boxes  an4 
pit  are  extremely  cenfurable ;  and  that  is,  whcq 
the  piece  is  not  one  of  the  iQi^ft  i  gdmiJred,  & 
mucb  talking  is  be^d.  &i9PPg:  t^  c ^opaay,  tbsit 
nothing  can  be  underftood  of  what  is  paiGsig  joa 
Xhe  ftage.  On  (Imilar  ^axafions  fil^nce  wciuld 
be  demanded  in  a  p^emptor^g^n^  fx  w  eagl^ 
or  a  german  theatre  j  but  tbeMofcovites;  are  far 
too  polite  fpr  that. 
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Literature    and  bootfcUing,  — *  Univcrfity  bookfhops.  — 
BookrfiGrps  in  Kitaigorod.  — -  Tire  fenate-printing  office. 

—  That  of  the  fynoJ.  —  Rullsin  original  compofitionjk 
-—  Kkeniikof 's  works.  —  GoUikof 's  life  of  Peter  the 

Grcst^  —  Karamfin.  —  Literary  periodical  publications. 

—  Politigal  newfpapers.  —  Schirach's  political  journal* 

■ 

—  Tranflations.  —  Heym.  —  Baufe. 

t^:,  Literature,  in- general,  not  being  .as  yet 
arrived  at  thait  dfg;^e  of  edimation,  which  it  has 
^tai;qied  in  other  cu^vated  nations  of  Europe,  it 
U  .np.  Yfpnder  t^^  au^horfliip  and  bookfelling 
are  ii^  lefs  oonfideration  here  than  elfewhere* 
Bcfides  the  univerfiiy-fliop,  which  is  the  moft 
confiderable,  there  are  indeed  a  number  of  bodk- 
&i\h  in  Kitaigorod,  but  the  generality  of  them 
contain  only  fpiritual  writings,  coUeAions  of 
.  popular  ballads,  and  fome .  old  romances,  v^ich 
faa/re  been  long  in  pofieflion  of  the  public  admi- 
,Tation*  The  privileged  printing-offices  are  three 
in  number,  namely,  thofe  of  the  univerfity,  of  the 
fenate,  and  the  fynod ;  of  wHich  the  firfl:  is  par- 
ticularly employed  in  works  of  literature,  as  the 
ffenate^preiTes  print  little  elfe  than  ukafes^  and 

thdfe  of  the  fynod  are  confined  to  books  of  devo- 

tioa 
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tion  and  fpiritual  edification.  Some  private 
printing-offices  have  been  aboliflied  by  the  late 
ukafe  of  cenfure,  in  purfuance  whereof  only 
privileged  printingK>ffice$  are  tolerated. 

The  chief  original  virorks  in  ruis,  ths^  have 
appeared  within  the  laft  ten  years  from  the  \ini*« 
verfity-prefs,  are  the  following : 

Kherashkof's  works ;  containing  romances^ 
poems,  and  plays.  They  compofe  feveral 
volumes,  and  are  juftly  much  efteemed. 

Oollikof's  life  of  Peter  the  Great ;  a  volu* 
minous  work.  The  former  parts  of  this  piece  of 
biography  are  hr  fuperior  to  die  latter,  which 
are  nothing  more  than  a  chaos  of  records,  docu-« 
ments,  anecdotes,  critiques  on  other  authors  who 
have  handled  the  fame  fubje^,  &c.  Which  fcarcely 
any  one  will  have  the  patience  to  r^  through^ 
-This  work,  however,  is  not  without  its  value,  as 
a  ftore  of  archives  relating  to  the  reign  of  that 
hero,  and  may  hereafter  become  a  good  fouroe 
to  fome  biographer  of  tafte :  the  author  being  a 
wealthy  merchant,  redred  from  bufinds,^wfao 
has  applied  his  leifure,  his  abilities,  and  fisrtune, 
fblely  to  this  performance.  With  great  paim, 
and  at  much  expence,  he  procured  a  large  col- 
le^on  of  the  tzar's  original  letters,  whtc^i 
tho\]^h  the  major  part  of  them  are  perfefi^ 
^ifignificant,  he  revered  as  &cred  rfefics,  and  hat 

printed 


prkte<f  in  fai$  work  with  diplomatial  exactitude* 
Almoil  the  whole  of  what  concerns  the  great 
monarch  is  taken  from  other  writers ;  and,  as  he 
is  entirely  unacquainted  with  foreign  languagef, 
he  has  procured  whole  books  to  be  tranflated 
for  this  purpofe.  In  ihort,  the  l»ogr^y  cf 
Peter  the  Great  has  been  the  bufinefs  of  his 
whole  life,  and  there  is  reafon  to  fuppole  that 
fupplemental  volumes  will,  continue  to  appear 
•till  grim  death  fhall  fnatcb  the  pen  out  of  his 
hand. 

The  writings  of  Karamsik,  a  young  man 
who  cultivated  bis  talents  abroad,  make  a  great 
noife.  His  firft  edays  appeared  in  the  Mofcovian 
Journal,  a  periodical  work  of  which  he  was  the 
editor.  Light  poetry  is  his  department,  and  he 
has  produced  feveral  pieces  in  that  way,  that 
have  met  with  deferved  approbation.  Some  qf 
his  little  fentimental  (lories,  as  Julia  and  Eliza, 
have  been  tranflated  both  into  french  and  german«. 
He  feems  to  have  formed  himfelf  chiefly  on  the 
german  Anthony  Wall,  whom  he  perfectly 
fefembles,  both  in  genius  and  purfuits.  Like 
him  he  has  written  bagatelles,  and  adapted  Mar. 
montePs  moral  tales  to  the  manners  of  his  coun« 
try.  Of  late  an  almanack  of  the  mufes,  under 
the  title  of  Aonides,  has  been  publifbed  annually 
>  by  him,  which  ferves  as  a  repofitory  for  his  own 

little 
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Kttle  effufions,  and  the  Netful  flights  of  a 
mcTfcovite  youths  of  his  acquaintance. 

There  are  no  fuch  things  as  ruffian  Journals 
and  literary  periodical  publications.  The  only 
attempt  of  this  nature  that  has  ever  been  made^ 
was  the  Mofcovian  Journal  by  Karamfin,  A^'hich 
was  afterwards  continued  under  the  name  of 
Aglaia.  But  its  tranfient  duration  has  fhewn^ 
that  thefe  excrefcencies  of  fuperior  cultivation 
will  not  yet  flourifli  in  the  climate  of  Mofco. 
The  political  newfpapers  that  appear  twice  a- 
week,  contain  accounts  pf  the  new  publications^ 
.X)C€afionalIy  accompanied  with  reviews  of  them 
by  the  feveral  authors  and  tranflators  themfelves, 
or  encomiums  by  the  bookfeller.  With  the 
newfpapers  appears  a  periodical  leaf,  having  for 
title :  "  Agreeable  and  profitable  paftime,"  cori- 
^fting  moftly  of  tranflations.  The  editor  of  it  is 
profeffor  Zachatsky.  The  political  journal 
of  Schirach  is  alfo  tranflated  into  rufs. 

As  to  the  bufinefs  of  tranflating,  which  in 
Germany  is  not  upon  the  bed  footing,  it  has 
not  a  very  inviting  appearance  here.  Karam- 
fin's  accommodation  of  Marmonters  tales  ex- 
cepted, the  reft  are  for  the  moft  part  executed 
by  apprentices  in  the  art,  without  having  a 
competent  knowledge  of  their  mother-tongue, 
and  ftiU  lefs  of  the  language  from  which  they 

tranflaie* 
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tranflate.  Add  to  this,' that  they  ai-e  unac- 
quainted with  foreign  literature,  and  confe* 
quently  make  a  miferable  fele£tion  of  the  pet'^ 
formances  on  which  they  lavifh  their  time  and 
trouble,  while  the  heft  works  that  appear  abroad 
remain  untranflated. 

Three  french  bookfhops  and  one  german  may 
ferve  to  ihew  what  foreign  literature  is  moft  in 
requeft. 

Of  the  profeffors  of  the  univerfity  Heym  i* 
one  of  the  moft  induftrious  as  an  author.  Be- 
fides  feveral  elementary  books  for  the  univerfity 
and  the  feminary  for  nobles,  he  has  publilhed  a 
Rufs  Grammar /or  Germans,  with  proper  felec- 
tions  as  exercifes.  From  his  pen  has  likewife 
come  out  a  Geographical  and  Topographical 
Encyclopaedia  of  the  niflian  empire;  and  not 
long  fince  two  Lexicons  have  proceeded  from  the 
prefs,  one  german  and  rufs  in  two  volumes,  the 
other  a  german-rufs-french  dictionary,  by  a 
fociety  of  learned  men,  at  the  head  of  whom 
is  Heym.  Of  this  dictionary  two  volumes  have 
already  appeared,  containing  the  german  alpha- 
bet ;  probably,  when  the  whole  is  completed^ 
it  may  form  fix  volumes. 

Profeflbr  Bausb  not  long  fmce  publlihed  an 

occafional  difcourfe  in  latin,  wherein  he  treats 

of  the  progrefs  of  civilization  in  Ruilia,  whieb,  on 

VOL.  J  I.  BE  account 
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account  of  feveral  new  particulars  and  illuftra- 
dons,  feems  even  deferving  of  being  known 
abroad. 

A -new  edition  of  the  poetical  works  of  Der- 
scHAviK  has  alfo  recently  gone  through  the 
prcfs ;  feveral  of  which  have,  made  their  appear- 
ance in  Germany,  tranilated  by  Kotzebue.  llie 
effufions  of  this  bard  are  unquefUonably  to  be 
clafled  among  the  mofl:  exquifite  airs  that  were 
ever  fung  to  the  lyre. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

* 

The  fummer.  —  Short  duration  of  the  fpring  and  autumn. 

—  Inconvenienciea  of  the  fununer.  —  The  firft  of  May, 
or  the  german  tables.  —  Origin  of  this  denomination. 

—  Promenades.  —  OrloPs  garden.  —  PafchkoPs  houfe. 
— ^  Sparrow-mount*  —  The  three  mountains.  —  The 
fpring-watcr.  —  Vauxhall.  —  Beaft-baiting.  —  Defi- 
ciency of  places  of  entertainment.  —  Imperial  country- 
palaces.  —  Petroffkoy.  —  Tzaritzin.  —  Ifmailova.  — 
Kufkova.  —  Aftankina.  —  Petroffkoy  of  count  Razu- 
mofiky.  «*  Orangeries.  —  Cuhurc  of  the  ananas.  ~- 
Blooming  aloe.  —  The  mofcovite  hoflefies. 

Mosco  has,  properly  Fpeaking,  like  the  whole 
of  northern  Ruflia,  only  two  feafons,  the  sum-^ 
MER  and  the  winter;  fince  the  fpring  and 

autumn 
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autumn  are  of  fuch  fhort  duration,  as  to  form 
no  more  than  the  imperceptible  tranfition  pf^thp 
two  chief  feafons.  We  will  firft  view  the  plea- 
fures  of  the  mofcovian  fuinmer,  2nd  then  pro- 
ceed  to  the  delights  of  the  winter  here,  whereof 
thofe  who  live  in  warmer  zones  can  abfolutely 
form  no  conception. 

The  suMM£R  of  Mofco  is,  on  the  whole,  not 
agreeable.  Th.e  heats  of  the  long  days,  of  June 
and  July  are  oppreflive,  and  the  nights  are  chill. 
The  foot-walker  is  either  fmothered  in  a  cloud 
of  duft,  or  muft  wade  through  mud  and  dirt* 

The  firft  grand  fummer  holiday  —  for  the 
fpring  is  entirely  blotted  out  —  is  the  firft  of 
May.  On'this  day  all  Mofco  repairs  to  a  di& 
•trift  of  thd  Falcon-wood,  not  far  from  the 
german  ilobode,  in  carriage^,  on  drofchkas*, 
on  horfeback,  and  on  foot.  The  crowd  in  the 
ftreets,  of  people  going  to  this  place,  is  not  to 
be  defcribed,  and  is  certainly  unique.'  The 
moft  elegant  carriages,  in  three  or  four  rows 
abreaft,  roll  forward ;  for  on  this  day  luxury  dif* 
plays  all  her  glories,  and  new  liveries  and 
coaches  are  ufually  produced  for  the  firft  time. 

*  Light  one^horfe  caniagcs,  lik»  a  fettee  without  a 
back,  on  four  wheels^  fupplying  the  place  of  hackoey- 
coaches. 

B  £  2  Between 
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Bet5V€6n  the  carriages  and  the  front  of  the 
houfes  the  light  drofchkas runalong*  The  offi-* 
cers  of  police  are  diftributed  about  the  ftreeta 
to  fee  that  no  diforders  arife,  and  that  the  traiQS 
of  carriages  and  drofchkas  keep  then*  dae  dif- 
tance.  The  Red-gate  ftands  a  few  Terfts  from  the 
edge  of  the  Fakon-wood,  at  which  the  principal 
flreets  leading^  to  it  converge,  and  henceforward 
the  coaches  are  obKged  to  proceed  in  one  fingle 
train*  From  the  Imes  of  carriages  which  meet 
at  this  point  only  a  certain  number  of  equipages 
are  therefore  let  through ;  and,  as  tbefe  come 
from  one  line  behind  another,  coUifions  natu- 
rally  arife,  the  repercuflions  of  wluch,  in  fuch  a 
prodigious  confiuenceof  carriages,  are  frequently 
felt  to  a  confiderable  diftance ;  though,  to  avoid 
this  as  much  as  poffible,  the  rows  often  move  is 
a  ferpentine  direftion.  This  order,  which  the 
police  fees  very  rigotoufly  obferved,  is  probably 
the  reafon  that,  amidft  fuch  an  enormous  crowd 
of  coaches,  chariots,  chaifes,  and  drofchkas,  na 
accident  enfues.  Yet  it  is  impofiible  to  avoid 
trembling  at  every  moment  for  the  bold  h<^fe- 
i^en  prancing  among  «he  narrow  fpaces  between 
the  ^carriages,  or  for  the  poor  pedeftrians  twift- 
ing  and  writhing  between  them  and  the  horfes. 
No  vehicle  ever  leaves  its  line,  not  only  for  fear 
of  the  police-officers,  who  make  the  coachmen 

and 
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and  outriders  pay  for  the  contumacy  by  fundry 
ftrokes  with  a  ftick  of  no  fmall  fize  acrpfe  their 
ihoulders,  but  -alfo  from  prudence,  as  in  that 
cafe  fuch  an  one  muft  patiently  wait  till-  all  tb^ 
carriages  are  gone  by  and  humbly  creep  behiM 
the  hHy  as  he  will  not  be  let  throng  tte  Red- 
gate  alone.  It  does  finnettmes  bappen  that  an 
afpiring  genius  of  a  coachman  wiU  ftrivie  tp 
break  into  the  line  again ;  but  in  that  cafe  he  is 
almoft  fure  to  get  a  broken  head,  aad  piBKhaps 
a  broken  carriage. 

Thus,  after  three  hours  of  fhuddering  a]»d 
palpitation,  but  alfo  amidft  a  perpetual  diverfUy 
of  fcenes  and  profpefls,  we  reach  the  defired 
fpot.  Here  our  eyes  are  immediately .  px^ktited 
with  'a  view  of  number lefs  booths  and  tents  con- 
taining  all  manner  of  refreihments*  On  one 
band,  jugglers  and  rope-dancers  are  performing 
their  tricks^  and  on  another  the  ears  are  falutjsd 
with  the  fongs  and  vociferous  mirth  of  a  drunken 
crowd  from  a  kabak*^  decorated  with  green 
twigs  and  leaf^  boughs.  The  whole  fored  is 
alive ;  motley  groups  in  their  btfft  apparel  filling 
every  part*  Under  every  tree  a  company  of 
jovial  people.      Equipages  and  drofchkas  and 

*  The  common   tippliog-houfet   in  Rulfia  are  calkd 
kabaks* 

£  E  3  gallant 
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gallant  borfemen  parading  through  the  vlftas. 
Great  numbers  of  the  coach  company  get  out, 
and  walk  in  parties  through  the  wood..  Others 
drive  in  a  flow  and  ftately  pace  to  feaft  their 
eyes  on  the  variegated  fight.  Every  mortal 
is  there,  to  fee  and  to  be  feen ;  till  at  length 
the  comihg-on  of  night  obliges  them  reluc- 
tantly to  terminate  the  delightful  holiday  and 
quit  the  enchanting  frene. 

Diverfions  of  this  nature  are  called  Prome- 
KADES  *.  There  are  feveral  of  jhem  during  the 
courfe  of  the  fummer,  but  not  one  is  fo  brilliant 
asi  the  firft  of  May« 

This  promenade,  or  rather  the  fpot  where  it 
is  held,  is  likewife  called,  the  German  Tables  f. 
The  origin  of  this  denomination,  if  we  may 
believe  tradition,  is  this'.  At  the  time  of  Peter 
the  Greftt,  the  Germans  of  the  Slobodes  had 
the  cuftom  to  hail  the  return  of  the  warmer 
feafon,  after  fo  long  a  privation  of  the  chearing 
fun-beams,  at  this  extremity  of  the  Falcon-wood, 
lying  at  no  great  diftance  from  their  homes. 
They  chofe  for  this  purpofe  the  firft  of  May ; 
and  Peter  the  Great  feveral  times  condefcended 
to  take  part  in  this  humble  feftivity.  A  board 
jiaHed  on  two  pods  fij^ed  in  the  ground  for 

#  PuUBAic.  f  Nemetzki  StoU« 
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tables  at  various  diftances,  with  others  in  like . 
manner  as  benches,  were  the  only  accommoda- 
tions they  found;  and,  at  thefe  tables  every 
party  ate  and  drank  what  they  brought  with 
them.  Hence  the  vulgar  appdlation :  '*  The 
*'  German  Tables."  The  prefence  of  the  mo- 
narch  drew  the  great  people  to  the  place ;  and 
thus  by  degrees  this  promenade  came  into  vogue. 
The  fine  feafon  (fometimes),  and  the  difplay  of 
wealth  and  luxury  at  length  brought  it  to  that 
pitch  of  fplendour  with  which  it  is  now  con« 
tinued ;  and  is  certainly  a  curious  and  peculiar 
fpe^cle. 

The  other  promenades  to  the  Maiden-field, 
to  the  three  mounts,  to  the  donfkoi  monaflery, 
•&C.  are  of  an  inferior  kind  to  that  we  have  been 
defcribing,  and  appear  to  have  arifen  from  reli- 
gious motives,  as  they  are  all  on  church  fefti- 
vals,  in  honour  of  which  thefe  have  unqueftion- 
ably  been  pilgrimages. 

Of  the  gardens,  the  moft  frequented,  after 
thofe  belonging  to  the  palace,  are  the  gardens 
of  count  Oklof.  They  are  in  the  diftrift  of 
the  donikoi  monaflery,  and  are  laid  out  in  the 
engliih  ftyle;  not  indeed  completely  finiflied, 
but  forming  a  very  fine  plot  of  ground.  Art 
here  has  only  followed  Nature.  The  bank  of 
the  river  Molkva  makes  a  charming  eafy  Hope, 

s  £  4  vith 
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with  alternate  gradations  of  heights  and  hJHh' 
adorned  in  various  parts  by  a  number  of  very 
aficient  and  ilately  trees.  Hence  the  reader  will 
be  enabled  to  form  fome  judgment  of  the  fuf^ 
ceptibility  of  improvement  in  the  grounds  ;.and^ 
on  learning  that  they  were  laid  out  by  a  (kilftil 
engliih  gardener,  he  may  get  a  notion  of  what 
they  are  become*  Elegant  ftrudures,  as  tern* 
pleS)  grottos,  baths,  obeliiks^  and  columns  are 
raifed  v^th  tafte  in  their  appropriate  places.  The 
beautiful  view  of  the  river  Molkva  and  the  city 
add  greatly  to  the  charms  of  this  delightful  fpot« 
Here  all  perfons  of  fafhion  aifemble,  efpecialiy 
on  Sundays;  and  the  inferior  da^  flock  for 
recreation  on  Sundays  and  holidays  to  Pascht 
kqf's  houfe  and  gardens. 

In  a  populous  quarter  of  the  town,  oa  the 
bank  of  the  Mochovaia,  on  a  confiderable  deva* 
tion  (lands  this  enchanting  palace.  The  entrance 
on  the  hinder  fide  in  a  crofs-ftreet.  P^ng 
through  a  fqperb  portal,  you  come  into  a  fp^^- 
clous  court,  gradually  expanding  from  the  gate. 
On  one  fide  are  the  flables,  and  on  the  other  the 
riding-houfe ;  both  elegant  (Irudures.  The 
houfe  has  two  entrances,  afcended  by  grand 
flights  of  (leps,  which  unite  at  the  firft  ftoryt 
Thence  you  may  go  to  the  upper  apartments, 
^d  thence  again  to  the  fpacious  belvedere  in  the 

cupolai 
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.  cupoh,  where  you  have  a  ►glorious  profpeft  of 
all  Mofco.  The  houfe  itfelf  cbnfifts  of  a  mabi 
edifice,  and  two  wings,  connefted  with  tBe  body 
by  corridores.  This  has  a  projeftion  in  the 
middle,  with  large  bow-windows,  and  the  two 
principal  ways  into  the  garden.  This  projeftioa 
forms  in  the  firft  (lory  a  balcony,  refling  oft 
tufcan  columns.  High  over  this  balcony  ar« 
placed  the  armorial  enfigns  of  P^fchkof,  borne  on 
Corinthian  '{Hilars ;  which,  as  well  as  the  whole 
ftrudure,  are  models  of  harmony  and  propor- 
tion.  On  one  fide  of  the  balcony,  which  is 
fumiihed  between  the  columns  with  the  molt 
elegant  iron  lattice-work  imaginable,  (lands  the 
goddefs  Flora,  and  on  the  other  Ceres.  The 
fupporters  to  the  arms  are  a  couple  of  reclining 
%ure8.  The  top  is  vaulted  by  a  cupola,  ter- 
•mxnating  in  a  belvedere,  furrouiided  by  double 
columns.  The  wings  are  ornamented  with  colo* 
nades ;  and  the  whole  is  a  pattern  of  fymmetry 
and  eurythmy.  Two  other  coloflal  ftatues  (land 
in  front  of  the  houfe,  on  the  mod  elevated 
fdte  of  the  garden,  a  Mars  and  a  Minerva, 
which,  together  with  the  other  figures,  may  he 
ranked  among  the  choiced  produdions  of  the 
chifleL 
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On  pafling  through  the  houfe  we  come  to  th^ 
romantic  fituation  on  the  fprtfide  of  the  building 
tb  the  road.     Here,  amidft  ihrubberies,  and  over 
rocky  fragments,  through  irregular  mazes  and 
ferpentine  walks,   we   defcend    the  mount   on 
which  the  houfe  is  built.     Below  are  two  marble 
bafons,  from  the  centre  of  which  fpring  foun- 
tains ;  and  towards  the  ftreet  an  iron  lattice  of 
the  fineft  workmanlhip  inclofes  the  whole.     The 
garden    and  the    ponds   fwarm   with   curious 
foreign  fowls.     Chinefe  geefe,  yarious  kinds  of 
papagays  or  parrots,  white  and  variegated  pea« 
cocks,  &c.  are  here  feen  either  roving  about  at 
large,  or  fufpended  to  branches  of  trees  in  mag- 
nificent cages.     An  innumerable  concourfe  of 
people  aflemble  here  on  Sundays  and  holidays, 
to  enjoy  the  fine  profpeft,  or  furvey  the  beauties 
^f  nature  and  art  which  it  contains.  ^  The  gar- 
dens, the  houfe,  the  court,  the  ftables,  are  full 
of  people ;  and  even  the  iron-railing  to  the  ftreet 
is   thronged    with  the  gazing  crowd  without. 
Every  entrance  is  perpetually  open,  not  a  door  is 
{hut  'j  and  fervants  ftationed  in  every  part,  with 
the  moft  civil  ofEcioufnefs,  fly  to  fetch  whatever 
is  required.      The  owner  and  builder  of  this 
charming  fabric  is  an  old  podradfchik,  or  cou- 
traftor,  named  Pasc«kof,  who  for  feveral  yeafs  . 

paft 
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paft  can  only  go  about  in  a  calalh.  The  efkSi 
produced  by  this  houfe  when  lighted  up,  is  abfo- 
lutely  not  to  be  defcribed.  This  illumination, 
which  is  made  on  all  the  holidays  of  the  imperial 
family^  is  certainly  one  of  the  grandeft  in  all 
Mofco,  where  they  vie  with  <Mie  another  on  thefe 
occafions. 

Other  places  of  emertainment,  that  are  like* 
wife  much  frequented,  are,  the  sparrow- 
Mot7NT,  an  elevated  lituation  on  the  banks  of 
the  Moikva*  The  view  of  the  town  from  this 
place  is  excellent,  and  the  country  round  it 
extremely  beautiful. 

The  Three  Hills,  a  very  pleafant  place  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Mofco,  obtains  its  name 
from  three  hills  in  thofe  parts.  An  old  garden; 
partly  overgrown,  on  the  banks  of  the  Molkva, 
with  its  ihady  walks,  are  chiefly  the  fcene  of  this 
promenade.  Here  fprings  that  excellent  water, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  three-hilUwater,  and 
fuppiies  a  great  part  of  Mofco,  which  does  not 
abound  in  ^ood  fpring-water. 

.  Stationary  amufements  for  the  fummer  are  but 
few  in  this  capital.  The  principal,  and  almoit 
the  only  ones,  are  the  Vauxhall  and  the  BeafU 
l>aiting. 

The  Vauxhall  owes  its  origin,  as  well  as 
the  theatre,  to  the  genius  and  enterprize  of  Mr. 

Maddox. 
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Maddox«    A  neat  pretty  garden  at  tlie  ibutb€m 
extremity  of  Mofco,  is  laid  ant  for  this  purpofe. 
We  firft  enter  a  fet  of  apartments,  that  are  fitted 
I  up  as  toi}ette-rooms  for  the  ladies.    From,  tfaefe 
a  loi^  gajilery  leads  to  a  grand  circuit  hall  for 
4aacijEig.    Adjoining  to  this  h^llis  a  moderate 
fi^ed  theatre,  where  little  pieces,  p^ticnlarly 
operettas, .  are  performed*    From  the  dancing, 
hall  we  come  into  a  large  area,  furrounded  by  a 
covered  gallery,  having  in  the  middle  an  elevated 
ilation  for  the  orcheftra.    The  gallery  is  chiefly 
ufed  for  walking  to  and  fro  in  parties,  as  at 
other  places  of  this  nature.     Beyond  this  is  the 
hall  jtUotted  to  refrefliments  of  all  kinds.     On 
the  fide$  are  billiard-rooms.    The  other  avenues 
of  the  garden  cannot  well  be  vifited  by  el^ant 
company.    In  the  evening  the  galleries  ar«  illu- 
minated with'  coloured  lamps,  and  on  particular 
days  a  firework  is  played  off*     Though  the  plaice 
is  extremely  pleafant  and  inviting,  it  is  howei^r 
but  little  frequented,  partly  on  account  of  its 
diftance,  and  partly  becaufe  in  fummer  few  of 
the  nobility  are  in  town.     The  .numerous  aflkm- 
bly  at  the  Vauxhall  is  on  Peter  and  Paul-day. 

The  B£AST-9AiTiNa   is  the  undertaking  of 

feme  people  of  Vienna  and  Italians.     It  -is  k^ 

in  a  circular  amphitheatre  of  timber  in  front  of 

the  tverikoi  Saftava,  ersde^  bf  the  ptx^ptietors 

'  *  for 
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for  this  purpofe.  In  the  ground-floor  of  this 
building  are  the  dens  of  the  wild  beads,  and  the 
kennels  of  the  bull-dogs.  Over  thefe  are  three 
tier  of  t^xes  for  the  fpeflators,  and  in  tlie  open 
area,  which  forms  the  centre,  the  animals  are 
baited.  That  diveffion,  howeirer,  does  not  here 
meet 'with  fuch  approbation  as  at  Vienna,  and 
therefore  this  edifice  is  now  more  frequently 
ufed.  for  the  difplay  of  magnificent  fireworks, 
than  for  beaft-baiting. 

Notwithftanding     the    large    dimenfions    of 
Mofco,  and  though  the  numerous  nobleflfe,  and 
the  middling  ranks  of  merchants,  have  a  great 
hankering  after  diflipations,  yet  few  places  of 
accommodation  for  that  purpofe  are  met  with« 
The  fcenes  of  entertainment  To  frequent  in  other 
cities    as    coffee-gardens,    tea-houfes,    bowling- 
greens,  and  the  like,  where  perfons  may  pafs 
their  hours  of  leifure,  according  to  their  various 
humours,  are  here  either  entirely  wanting,  or  are 
frequented  only  by  the  populace.     It  is  the  more 
incomprehenfible  how  the  induftry  of  the  natives 
lias  miffed  of  this  means  of  profit,  as  the  enter, 
tainments  above  defcribed  are  fo  little  alluring, 
and  are  attended  with  fo  many  inconveniencies, 
that  it  would  apparently  be  a  very  eafy  matter  to 
eradicate  the  tad^  for  them.     The  diftance  to 
the  Sparrow-mount,  or  the  three  hills,  is  not 

14  great 
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great  from  fcvcral  quarters  of  the  town ;  for 
indance,  not  above  ten  or  twelve  verfts  from  the 
Slobodes,   the    Bofmann,   the   Pokrofcoe,   and 
others.     At  prefent,  to  prevent  fainting  at  the 
end  of  the  journey,  it  is  neceflary  to  take  at  leaft 
liquors  of.  fome  kinds,  which  are  rendered  un- 
potable  by  the  heat,  and  which  people  would  cer- 
taittly  rather  pay  for  on  the  fpot.     At  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  Slobode  there  is  indeed  a  german 
tavern,  at  which  parties  from  the  Slobode  fre- 
quently befpeak  dinners :  but  it  (lands  in  a  bar- 
ren,  unii^terefting  diflri&  on  the  road  to  Siberia, 
smd,  in  regard  to  its  accommodations,  is  chiefly 
adapted  to  the  ufe  of  the  german  artificers  and 
tradefmen;    and,  therefore,  is  very  Uttle  fre* 
quented  by  the  diftingtiiflied  part  of  the  public 
of  Mofco. 

For  want  of  fuch  places  of  entertainment  in 
the  capital,  people  of  all  ranks  form  parties  to 
the  imperial  country-palaces  that  lie  in  the  vici- 
nity, and  to  the  country  feats  of  the  nobility, 
whofe  g2(rdens  and  eftablifliments  are  open  to 
the  public  enjoyment.  This  fpecies  of  amufe- 
ment  is  here  called,  going  to  the  green.  Among 
the  former,  the  pleafure-houfes  Petroflkoy,  Tz«ur- 
itzin,  and  Ifmailova,  are  the  principal. 

P£TRoFSKOY  is  fituate  about  three  verfts  from 
the  Sadava,  on  the  Peter{burg-road.  The  palace 

was 
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•was  built,  in  the  gothic  ftf le,  by  Catharine  IL 
belonging  to  it  is  a  pleafant  park,  which,  in 
favourable  weather,  is  feldom  voi4  ^  of  walking 
company. 

TzARiTziN  is  diftant  twelve  verfts  from 
Mofco.  The  buildings  are  likewife  in  the 
gothic  tafte,  and  partly  unfinifhed.  The  engliih 
garden  is  fpacious,  and  full  of  delightful  fitua-; 
tions.  Nature  has  done  uncommonly  much  for 
this  place.  Water,  hills,  dales,  and  woods,  in- 
terchangeably meet  the  eye  in  pleafing  combina- 
tions, affording  a  fcenery  beautiful,  and  highly 
pidurefque.  The  orangeries  are  vaft  rooms, 
with  walks  between  the  trees,  which  yield  the 
moft  fragrant  odours.  In  the  hot-houfes  great 
numbers  of  the  ananas  are  reared. 

IsMAiLovA,  about  eight  verfts  from  Mofco, 
has  a  large  park  belonging  to  it,  ftocked  with 
deer,  roes,  wild  boars,.  &c.  animals  rarely  feen 
in  thefe  countries.  The  park-keeper,  a  hearty 
old  German,  hofpitably  receives  all-  ft  rangers 
who  come  hither  to  ftroU  about  the  green. 

Among  the  country-feats  of  the  nobles,  that 
are  vifited  by  the  Mofcovites,  Kufkova,  Aftanknia, 
and  Fetrof(koy,  are  the  chief. 

KusKovA  is  an  eftate  belonging  to  cpunt 
Scheremetof,  feven  verfts  from  Mofco.  Nature 
has  aded  like  a  mother-in-law  by  this  diftrift^ 

and 
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and  art  has  been  obliged  to  do  eveiy  tlmig« 
The  buildings,  the  gardens,  and  arrai^emeiits^ 
are  all  in  a  princely  ftyle.  The  manfion  and  the 
theatre,  the  hermitage  and  the  dutch-hooie  in 
the  garden,  are  eminently  confpicuous  £<»-  their 
elegance  and  tafte.  Entertainments  are  occa^ 
fionally  given  here  by  the  owner,  in  which  the 

'  public  at  large  are  invited  to  partake.  Dra- 
matical reprefentations,  fireworks,  illuminationsy 
and  dancing,  are  the  alternate  amufements  at 
tliefe  feftlvities,  and  refrefliments  of  ail  kinds  are 
handed  round  to  the  company. 

£ntert2unments  of  a  fimilar  nature  are  like- 
wife  given  at  AsTi^NKNiA,  which  alfo  belongs 
to  count  Scheremetof,  and  in  magnificence  and 
tafie  may  vie  with  Kufkova.  It  is,  indeed,  far 
fuperior  to  it  in  regard  to  fituation,  which  is 
extremely  plealant  and  romantic. 

Petrofskoy  likewife,  a  country-feat  of  count 

',  Razumoflky,  not  far  from  the  imperial  Petroflky, 
is  in  a  charming  fpot.  A  fpacious^and  well-kept 
garden,  contiguous  to  the  park,  tempts  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Mofco  hither.  Here,  as 
well  as  at  Kufkova,  are  vaft  orangeries,  in  which 
not  only  the  fuperior  fruit'^trees  of  every  fpecies, 
but  likewife  pine  apples  in  great  abundance,  are 
reared ;  and  as  this  fruit  is  very  much  cultivated 
in  the  forcing-houfes  about  Mofco,  they  may 

commonly 
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commonly  be  had  very  cheap  in  that  capital,  the 
fineft  ananas  coding  not  more  than  a  ruble. 
The  head-gardeners  both  at  Euikova  and  Pe- 
troflky  are  Germans.  The  orangeries  at  Kufkova^ 
even  produce  a  fuperfiuity  of  rare  exotic  plants, 
and  twice  within  the  laft  ten  years  aloes  have 

been  in  full  flower. 

» 

On  thefe  expeditions  into  the  green,  it  is  cuf« 
tomary  for  the  parties  to  take  their  kitchen  and 
cellar  with  them.    For^  as  all  thefe  places  of 
refort  lie  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  town, 
and  we  milft  proceed,    perhaps,  feveral  verfts 
before  "we  git  into  the  open  country,  it  is  ufual . 
to  fet  out  early  in  the  morning.    And  as  abfo* 
lutely  nothing  is  to  be-  got  at  the  place  for  love 
or  money,  it  is  neceffary  to  carry  eatables  and 
drinkables  from  home«    On  thefe  occaiions  the 
mofcovite  landladies,  who  otherwife  are  not  wont 
€0  takemuch  nouce  of  their  guefts,  appear  in  all 
their  fplendour,  and  numerous  parties  of  this 
kind  of  courfe  beget  a  defire  lo  difplay   the 
talents  of  si  good  hoftefs  before  a  large  company. 
For  mankind  are  apt  to  make  fhe  greateft  boaft 
of  thofe  accompliihments  and  virtues,  to  which 
they  have  the  leaft  right  to  pretend. 
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The  ftay  of  the  nobiltty  in  the  country.  -^  Defcnption  of 
a  Podmofkovnc.  —  Maimer  of  livingt  and  amofements 
vx  tbe  coi!tntiy.  — *  Theatre.  —  Hunting.  —  Nev  mode 
of  hufbandry.  —  Its  introdudion  into  Rnfl^.  •—  Pro- 
grcfc  of  it.  —  The  quay.  —  The  all6c.  —  The  great 
merit  of  the  poh'ce-mafter,  Kaverin,  in  the  embellifhment 
oFMofco.  —  Noxious  and  troublefome  method  of  deaiu 
fing  the  ftreets.  —  The  fwings.  —  Podriabinflcy. 

Most  of  the  mofcovita  nobility  pafs  tbe  fum* 

•  ^      ....       .        '••     •      •« 

mer  in  the  country,  where  in  truth  they  make 
their  flay  fo  pleafant^  that  they  find  no  lofs  ta 
their  abfence  from  town.  A  (hort  defoipuon  of 
the  Podmolkovne  *  will  give  fome  idai  of  the 
pleafutes  of  tbe  country  life  in  Ruflia.  As  hof* 
pitality  is  a  main  feature  of  the  national  charader 
of  the  Ruffians,  a  vifitor  has  nothing  to  appre* 
hend  from  being  tirefome  to  th<s  landlord.  The 
gentry  here  never  wiih  their  friends  to  be  gone^ 
but  are  heartily  glad  to  detain  them  as  long  as 
poffible. 

At  TscHAssovNA,  oue  of  ibefe  podmo&ov* 
nes,  the  moil  imconflrained  fociabilky  prevails*^ 

*  Every  country-feat  is  called  a  PodmoIkovne»  that  is 
fituate  within  a  hundred  verfts  from  Mofco :  from  p^  neir, 
and  the  name  of  the  capitaL 

No- 
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Iffo  <Mie  (lands  m  the  way  of  another  in  the  e!m- 
pbyment  (^  his  time.  The  hands  ana  feet  are 
entirely  free  from  any  conftraint  <^  diverfion  or 
etiquette. '  The  only  law  impofed  by  the  worthy 
ho(t  on  his  guefts  is,  that  no  one  fhall  be  a  re- 
fttaint  on  another* 

The  eftate  lies  about* thirty  verfts  from  Mofco, 
not  ftr  from  the  great  tro'itlkoi  road,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Skalpa,  a  river  of  confiderable 
magnitude,  which  here  winding  its  courfe  between 
fhores  covered  with  (hrubs  and  trees,  through  a 
fine  romantic  landfcape,  adds  much  to  the  beauty 
of  the  fcene.     Hie  manfion  of  the  owner  (lands 
on  a  hill,  inclining  by  a  gentle  (lope  to  the  Skalpa. 
The  architefture  of  the  houfe  is  of  a  peculiar 
tade.    It  confifts  of  a  regular  quadrangle  of  two 
ftories,  with  a  lofty  turret  in  the  middle  of  the 
roof,  which  at  fome  diftance  gives  it  the  look  of 
a  church.     A  fpacious  balcony  runs  round  the 
houfe  on  all  the  four  fides,  affording  the  moft 
delightful  profpe£ts.     Exactly  oppofite,  on  air 
eminence,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Skalpa,  is  a 
village  with  its  church,  the  cottages  being  difper- 
fed  in  the  moft  pidturefque  manner  imaginable, 
on  the  lofty  bank  of  the  river,  which,  to  the  right 
of  this  village  is  covered  by  a  thick  foreft :  the 
uniformity  of  the  foreft  being   interrupted  by 
various  roads,  twifting  their  courfes  through  it, 
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and  rendering  the  profped  more  diverfified  and* 
lively.  On  this  fide  of  the  river  the  eye  furvcys, 
to  avail  diftance,  fields  and  meadows,  interfperfed 
with  villages  and  detached  houfes.  To  the  kit 
the  elevation  gradually  declines,  and  lofes  itfetf 
in  cultivated  plains,  interfedted  by  roads,  which 
in  almoft  every  feafon  of  the  year  teem  with  ani^ 
mation  and  activity.  The  interefting  fcenes  of 
mowing,  reaping,  ploughing,  and  fowing,  being 
here  reprefented  before  the  fight  in  alternate 
vidffitudes. 

.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  the  proiped  is 
more  confined,  but  not  lels  agreeable.  The 
foreground  is  formed  by  a  pleafant  wood  of  birch 
trees,  and  tra£ts  of  arable  land,  through  which 
runs  the  road  to  Mofco,  planted  on  each  fide 
wkh  trees.  The  background  is  a  foreft  which 
opens  on  the  right  hand  to  admit  a  fpacious  lake* 
The  filent  foreft,  with  the  quiet  lake  in  w^:h 
the  branches  of  the  overhanging  trees  are  feen  to 
play,  forms  a  real  emblem  of  repofe,  and  at  the 
fame  time  a  ftriking  contraft  to  the  profpeft  we 
before  furveyed. 

At  this  charming  refidence,  the  practice  is,. 
with  fuch  as  choofe  it,  to  rife  with  the  fun,  and 
ramble  about  the  fmiling  region,  either  for  the 
fake  of  enjoying  a  fine  morning,  or  with  the  gua 
flung  acrofs  the  fhoulders^  to  fhoot  fomething  for 
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dhmer.  At  eight  o^clock  tea  is  ready  in  the 
balcony  of  the  houfe :  and,  certainly,  that  refrelh- 
ing  beverage  never  taftes  So  pleafant  as  under  the 
azuretfky,  amid  the  balmy  fragrance  of  the  ad- 
jacent woods,  the  fweet  carols  of  the  birds,  with 
a  glorious  profpeft  round,  and  in  the  open,^ 
frank,  and  friendly  converfe  of  liberal  and  en- 
lightened men*  After  breakfaft  the  company 
difperfes,  every  one  his  own  way.  Some  go  to 
the  library  and  read^  others  are  for  a  walk,  others 
order  horfes  and  take  a  ride,  while  others  again 
go  and  vifit  the  improvements  of  the  landlord  in 
his  experiments  in  the  new  methods -of -agricul- 
ture, till  one  o'clock ;  when  all  meet  again  and 
^fit  down  to  the  focial  and  mirthful  board.  This 
fikewife  is  prepared  inthe^bsflcony  under  the 
open-iky.  'With  the  blue  vault  of  heaven^for  the 
cieling,  and  the  grand  decorations  of  nature  all 
around,  a  rurdl  repaft  laftes  full  as  well  as  the 
coftly  viands  of  thetown,  eaten  in  a  large  dinihg- 
hall,  full  of  exhalations,  and  vapours  of  every 
kind. 

The  diflies  being  removed,  for  the  cloth 
remains,  the  company  talk  and  laugh  till  the 
burning  heat  df  the  midday  fun  is  over ;  when 
away  go  all  on  horfeback,  or  on  drofhkas,  about 
.the  adjacent  country,  either  to  fee  fome  beautifcrl 
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fpot^  or  to  the  theatricals  of  fome  friendly  neig)i^ 
bour»  or  to  the  hunt. 

The  jtheatre  of  a  rui&an  nobleman,  as  weU  as 
the  chace  with  dogs,  call  for  a  brief  detcription, 
a^  many  of  thefe  theatres  are  met  wUh  in  the 
country,  and  this  mode  of  hunting  is  a  favourite 
diyerfion  of  the  ruffian  nobles,  during  their  refi* 
dence  in  the  country. 

The  adors  and  aftrefles  are  vaflals ;  fele&ed, 
however,  in  their  infancy  from  a  multitude,  and' 
brought  up  to  this  purpofe*  They  are  taught 
mufic,  dancing,  declamation,  and  foreign  lan- 
guages by  proper  mailers,  and  now  and  then 
become  excelleat  performers.  The  orcbeftra  is 
likewife  compofed  of  vaflals,  but  is  commonly 
under  the  direction  of  a  foreign  leader  of  a  band; 
It  is  really  furprifmg  to  f^  fucb  good  acting  in 
the  country ;  and  the  pleaTure  received  sit  fuch 
reprefentations  is  greatly  enhanced  by  this  dr* 
cumftance,  that  the  expectation  is  ufualiy  decei?ed 
by  being  exceeded.  This  expenfive  fpedes  o£ 
entertainment  prefents  an  idea  of  the  wealth  o£ 
the  ruffian  nobles,  and  the  magnificent  ftyle  in 
which  they^  live. 

The  diverfion  of  hunting  is  not  lefs  cofUy4 
The  nobleman,  with  his  company,  on  horfeback, 
followed  by  upwards  of  a  hundred  dogs,  with 
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iiJnteen  or  twenty  huntfinen  on  horfes,  feme  with 
liorns,  and  others  with  couteaux  de  challe,  begins 
the  courfe.  He  leaps  over  every  hedge,  ditch, 
gate,  or  whatever  elfe  is  in  his  way ;  and  thofe 
of  the  company  fbllow  him  if  they  can :  if  nor, 
they  (land  gaping  after  hini  till  they  find  fome 
fafer  paflkge.  .  At  length  he  reaches  the  foreft, 
the  poor  inhabitants  whereof  are  deftined  to  thfs 
day's  fport.  Here  the  company  divides.  The 
principal  perfons  take .  their  ftations  at  certain 
intervals  without  the  wood ;  keeping  with  them 
the  greyhounds  * ;  while  the  huntfmen,  with  the 
terriers  f,  rufli  into  the  wood.  The  horns  found, 
the  dogs  fet  up  theu-  barking.  The  feared  and 
timid  animals  run  out  of  the  foreft,  and  are  pur- 
fued  by  the  greyhounds,  followed  m  fuU  cry  by 
the  company  that  were  waiting  without  the  wood, 
over  ftock  and  block  in  a  furious  gallop,  till 
they  have  got  as  many  hares  and  foxes  as  were 
utiaUe  to  effed  their  efcape»  In  this  manner 
they  purfue  their  noify  chace  over  a  trad  of 
twenty  or  thirty  verfts,  ftnd  in  the  evening  return 
iiome  in  triumph  with  eight  or  ten  hares. 

Ere  we  quit  the  country,  however,  we  muft 
take  fome  notice  of  a  more  dignified  and  profit- 
able purfiiit,  in  which  feveral  great  land-owners 
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are  at  prefent  occupied,  and  is  profecut^d  i>f 
fome  with  entbufiafm.  This  is  agriculture  upoa 
the  principles  of  the  modem  engliih  and  germaa 
farmers,  and  efpecially  the  culture  of  cloven 
Mr.  John  Richter,  a  German,  has  the  honour 
of  being  the  firft  who  fowed-  the  fird  feeds  of 
this  improvement  in  rural  ^economy ,  which  is 
now  makidg  fuch  rapid  progreis  in  Rufiia.  At 
the  time  of  his  leaving  Germany,  about  twelve 
years  ago,  Schubart's  improyements  in  agricul- 
ture wer^  juft  pome  into  high  yog^e.  Full  of 
(he  advantages  which  they  might  |>rodiic^  4ie 
praifed  them  in  an  emphatical  manoer  ta  ^inajer 
IJTedderhof,  in  whofe  fapfiily  at  Mo(co4ie  was,  and 
who  takes  gre^t  pleafvtre  ia  farming.  He  had 
fenfe  enough  quickly  (o  peroerve  the  benefits 
likely  to  arife  from  thefe  ^innovations,  and  zea- 
loufly  fet  about  ftudying  Scbubart'rS  publication. 
Richter  now  wrote  to  Leipfid&,tat  his  lequeft, 
for  a  parcel  of  clover-feed »;  and  *be  began  to 
make  experiments  in  miniatus-e,  according  to 
Schubart's  direAions,*  at  his  eftate  of  Yellne. 
Thefe  attempts  fuccei^ded,  and  the  whole  farm  at 
Yellne  was  foon  conducted  with  great  advantage 
on  Schubfirt'^s  principles.  JVn  acquaintance  of 
the  family,  general  Blankenagel,  was  Uruck  with 
the  improvements,  and  introduced  them  with  great 
fuccefs  into  his  village :  this  excited  in  iiim  the 
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patriotic  wifli  to  make  his  countrymen  in  general  - 
acquainted  with  ,  the  progrefs  he  had  made  in 
this  fpecies^of  culture.  He  therefore,  in  con^ 
jundion  with  Richter,  adopted  the  plan  of  com«> 
prei&ng  Schubart^s  work,  and  tranilated  it  with 
ihe  necellary  alterations  for  fuiting  it  to  the  lo- 
cality of  RufTia.  But,  juft  as  they  were  beginning 
to  put  their  defign  in  execution,  they  were  acd- 
dentally  feparated:  the  general  however  profe- 
cuted  and  completed  it  alpne. 

Rafnodofiky,  at  his  inftance,  ftood  fbrward 
aS'teachet  of  «the  improved  praAiqe^  arid  began 
by  publiihing  a  book,  under  the  title  of:  New 
Agriculture  *  ^  confifting  chiefly  of  tranflatioas 
from  the  writings  of  Schubart,  pointing  out  at 
the  faoie  time  the  progrefs  which  the  improved 
culture  *had  made  in  feveral  parts  of-  Ruflia. 
This  was  in  a  manner  the  fignal  for  an  almoft 
general  revolt  ^gainft  the  old  formal  praftice^ 
and  clover  met  with  the  greater  number  of  par* 
tizans,  as  the  price  of  hay  had  been  rifing  for 
feveral  years.  The  alterations  likewife  were 
more  eafily  brought  about,  as  here  are  no  com- 
binations and  prefcriptive  rights  to  contend  with^ 
but  the  lord  of  a  village  can  manage  his  fields 
snd  grounds  as  he  pleafes. 

*  Novaya  Zemlsetaelie. 

la 
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In  Tfchaffovna  the  new  principled  df  agrknU 
tore  prevail  unconfined;  and  the  calture  of 
clover  is  completely  introduced.  The  propri- 
etor annaally  cuts  about  ten  tboufand  pood  <^ 
clover,  which  he  ftacks  under  a  moveable  roof, 
according  io  Schubart's  plan,  with  ventilators. 
The  ruffian  plough  has  given  place  to  the  eng- 
li(h*  Sowing- machines^  winno wing-machines, 
and  other  implements  of  hulbandry  of  recent 
invention  are  found  ufefiil  to  the  improvement 
and  profit  of  agriculture. 

It  is  unreafonable,  however,  entirely  to  ne- 
glect the  capital  for  the  fake  of  the  podmofkov- 
nies.  We  will  therefore  return^  and  once  more 
—  fwallow  dyft. 

Between  the  river  Mofkva  and  the  walls  of  the 
Kreml  is  an  extremely  pleafant  Walk  which  We 
have  not  yet  vifited,  the  Quay,  The  firft  pro-i 
pofal  of  it  came  from  knses  Proforoflky,  about 
ten  years  fince,  while  he  was  governor  of  Mofco, 
Alices,  englifli  walks,  beds  of  flowers,  and  vet* 
dant  lawns  alternately  intermingle,  and  give  to 
the  whole  an  animated  and  delightful  appear* 
ance.  This  place  was  for  a  long,  time  the 
&{hionable  refort  of  the  beau  monde.  The 
parts  around  were  covered  with  coaches  that  had 
brought  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  to  the  walks 

from 
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from  ail  quarters  of  the  town,  and  the  qua^ 
fwarmed  with  perfons  of  all  ranks  to  fuch  a 
degree  that  it  was  iirith   difficulty  one  could 
move  aboQt«    At  prefent  it  is  entirely  deferted, 
partly  from  the  caprice  of  alUpowerful  fafhion, 
who  extends  her  fceptre  as  defpotically  over 
promenadies  as  over  ihawU  and  head-dre&s ;  but 
likewife  in  fome  meafure  from  the  place  being 
furrounded  with  buildings.    The  margin  of  the 
river  Moikva,  which  was  formerly  bordered  with 
trees,  h  now  provided  with  a  granit  quay,  and 
the  revolution  in  the  buildings  of  the  Kreml^ 
extends  its  effeds  even  to  this  fpot.    It  is  almoft 
entirely  covered  with  blocks  of  ftone  and  mate- 
rials for  building. 

The  walks  which  occupy  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  Bielgorod  are  far  more  numeroufly  fre- 
quented. The  ruins  of  the  ramparts,  which 
encompafled  this  quarter  of  the  city,  are  re- 
moved, the  place  is  levelled,  and  planted  with  a 
double  row  of  trees  —  a  beautifi)il  plot  of 
ground,  which  does  honour  to  the  activity  and 
tafle  of  the  prefent  maitre-de-police  Kaverin. 

Mofco  is  generally  indebted  for  many  benefits 
to  the  fpirit  and  induftry  of  this  perfonage.  Thtf 
pavement  was  never  kept  in  fo  good  a  conditbdr 
as  for  fome  years  pad :  impaflable  and  danger- 
ous ways  are  levelled,  and  may  now  be  p^ed 
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^ith  the  greateft  convenience.  Swampy  diftrifts 
are  converted  into  pleafant  fituations,  and  the 
muddy  canals  are  cleanfed.  One  thing,  how- 
ever, is  greatly  to  bt;  wiflied  for,  that  the  ftreets 
could  be  cleaned  in  a  different  manner  from 
that  now  praftifed.  The)r  are  indeed  fwept  once 
a- week ;  but  as  they  are  never  fprinkkd,  fuch 
a  dufl:  is  raifed  by  this  mode  of  cleaning,  that  it 
is  not  only  offenfive  to  the  fenfes  but  iiijurious 
to  the  health ;  at  lead  the  eyes  and  the  kings 
muft  certainly  fuffer  by  it.  Conlidering  the 
number  of  people  that  are  kept  by  every  family, 
it  would  be  very  eafy  to  water  the  ftreets  pro- 
perly^  then  to  fweep  them,  and  carry  away  the 
dirt. 

One  popular  diverfion  ftill  remains  to  be 
mentioned,  and  deferves  notice,  as  it  i&  the  prin-' 
cipal  amufement  of  all,  during  the  hot  feafon. 
I  mean  the  swings  in  the  eafter  week.  Thefe 
fwings  are  conftrufted  in  various  parts  of  the 
town,  having  about  them  kabaks,  booths  for 
puppet-lhows,  cook-fliops,  and  the  like :  Podna- 
binfky,  however^  is  the  capital  fcene  of  this 
diverfion.  Here,  in  a  fpacious  fquare  between 
Zemlenoigorod  and  the  fuburbs,  about  thirty  of 
thefe  fwings,  roundabouts,  and  ups-and-downs 
are  erefled.  It  is  at  this  joyful  feafon  that  here 
the   national  propeniity  to  frolicfome  paftime 
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is  di^layed  by  the  popuhce  to  Its  full  extent. 
Even  the  fuperior  clafles  affemble  here  as  fpeda- 
tors^   and'  form   a  fecond  fpedlacle  extremely 
interefting.     The  numerous   concourfe  of  per-*' 
fons  of  all  ranks,  who  in  their  elegant  equipages 
drive  flowly  round  the  diverting  fpot,  the  good- 
humoured  gaiety  of  the  popukce,  the  hearty 
fatisfa&ion-  with  which  they  enjoy  thefe  amufe- 
ments,  the  ftriking  fingularity  of  the  paftimes 
themfdves,  give  thefe  popular  holidays  fo  pecu- 
liar a  character,  that  any  obfetver,  who  would 
take  the  pains  to  ftudy  the  nation  in  this  giddy 
fcene  of  their  entertainment,  might  feize  vely 
(Irong  lines  for  its  delineation.     He  could  not 
fail  of  catching  the  univerfal  blithfomenefs,  with 
which  old  and  young,  childhood  and  hpary  age 
are  animated,  and  which  here  is  not  quickened 
by  a  momentary  impulfe,  but  is  only  elevated  and 
placed  in  its  moft  agreeable  light  by  a  congenial 
opportunity.      He    will    remark   the  fpirit  of 
courtefy  and  gallantry,  which  exhibits  itfelf  in 
a  thoufand  little  touches,  as  an  etching  in  the 
national  character  by  no  means  indifferent.  Here 
a  couple  of  beggars,  whofe  tattered  garments 
Scarcely  afford  them  a  covering,  greet  one  an- 
other in  the  mod  {lomplaifant  and  refpe^lfui 
inanner ;  a  long  firing  of  queftions  concerning 
their  mutual  welfare  begins  the  dialogue,  which 

Ukewife 
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V3uw£r  C(Hiclades  Dy  a  polite  embrace.  Tbae 
a  young  fellow  offers  to  hand  his  girl,  glowing 
with  paint  and  brandy,  into  the  feat  in  i»^ich 
both  of  them  are  prefently  mounted  in  the  air. 
Even  in  thofe  fuperior  regions  his  tendemefs 
does  not  forfa^e  him.  At  every  anxious  agita- 
tion of  his  lady  he  throws  one  arm  about  her 
waift)  that  with  the  other  he  may  Ihew  his  eafe 
and  fecurity  by  expreilive  pantomimical  gefticula- 
tions*  -^  Only  one  ftep  farther,  and  the  eye 
fixes  on  very  different  fcenes.  The  fame  people 
who  were  before  employed  m  fuch  friendly 
falutations,  are  now  engaged  in  a  difpute  which 
exhaufts  the  prodigious  treafures  of  ruffian  fcur- 
rilitiest  All  that  is  degrading  and  exafperating 
to  human  nature  finds  a  ^nomination  ia  this 
energetic  language ;  and  yet  the  clamorous  dlf- 
putants  never  lofe  their  temper*  Ufing  the 
moft  furious  geftures,  exerting  their  throats  to 
the  utn^ft  pitch  of  vociferation,  amidft  a  pre* 
fofion  of « the  moft  abufive  epithets,  they  fud* 
dcnly  get  fo  clofe  that  their  beards  almoft  touch 
^»*  yet  without  ever  coming  to  blows.  The  po- 
lioe,  well  knowing  that  there  is  no  danger  of  life 
or  limb  in  thefe  fierce  debates,  cools  the  heated 
parties  by  a  fhower  directed  at  their  heads  from 
a  fire-engine,  always  kept  in  readineB  on  thefe 
occafions,  and  found  by  long  experience  to  be  the 

IS  beft 
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l^il  mftrunse&t  fqr  q\ielitng  a  riot  a$  w^H  a^  for 
'  quenctiiixg  a  cbnflagratioA.  The  whole  quarrel 
U  terouuate^  in  an  inftant^  a  general  Ihoutof 
faoodngs  and  laughter  buritf  firpm  the  by-ftand-* 
ers ;  and  the  difputants  are  now  running  arm 
in  arm  to .  the  neareft  public  houfe  to  cemenK 
their  reno\iated  friend&ip  with  a  glafs  of  hrandy«. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  the .  fwiags,  &c* 
wooden  booths  are  ufually  ere£led,  in  which 
vulgar  comedies  are  performed.  Each  repre-- 
fentation  lafts  about  half  an  hour,  and  the  price 
of  admittance  is  five  kope^Hs.  As  the  crowd  is 
extremely  great,  and  the  afting  goes  on  during 
^  the  whole  day,  the  profits  are  very  confider^ble 
both  to  the  proprietors  and  the  perfor^iers^ 
which  they  divide  among  tbemfelves.  Thele 
latter,  as  may  eafily  be  fuppofed,  are  not  artifta 
by  profeffion,  but  mere  dilettanti  from  the  ijat- 
ferior  claffes  of  the  people,  who  neverthelels, 
up4€r  tife  maik  of  the  durak  *,  utter  a  number 
pf  ihrewd  and  witty  conceits. 

Though  thefe:  ei^ertainments  are  ealcul|ated 
only  for  the  lower  orders  of  popple,  yet  all  chut 
fii>e  coinpany  of  Mof<;o  in  a  maxyier  partake  in 
them^  ^J8i,  thex^  is  a  contiau^  rotation  of  ekegrai 

•  Darak  is  the  comiDon  cxprcffion  (ot/ooI;  butbcre.it 
'  feems  fynommous  likewife  with  bufFopny  harlequin,  menj 
Aiubew^  Jack  Puddingy  ^c. 

a2ui 


44S  SKETCH  OP  IfOSCO. 

aod  genteel  carnages,  enjoj^g  the  fight  of 
amttfing  and  diYerfified  icene.  The  Friday  in 
die  Eafter  week  is,  however,  the  grand  day  for 
the  quality  and  people  of  condition.  On  that 
day  there  is  a  promenade,  as  it  is  called,  to 
Podnabinfky,  which,  in  regard  to  i>omp  and: 
parade,  and  the  number  of  yehicles,  ranks  next 
to  that  upon  the  firft.  of  May. 


/ 

/ 


CHAP.    Xv 

The  winter.  —  Livelinefs  of  the  city  in  tfiat  feafon.  — 
Common  length  of  its  dm^tion.  —  Praifc  of  the  winter. 
—  Amufements  of  the  higher  clafles.  —  The  noble  aflem- 
bly*  — -  Mafqucrades.  —  Inconveniences  of  that  fpedet 

of  entertainment.  —  Concerts.  —  Taftc  formufic.  — 

• 

Sledge  parties.    —  The   Pokroffkaia.  —  Trotjcw.  — 
The  racing-place.  —  The  ifvofcheiks,  —  The  iccrhills. 

The  dilagreeable  period  of  dud:  and  dirt  is  at 
length  over.  The  want  of  pavement  is  amply 
compenfated  by  a  bountiful  fupply  of  fnoW ) 
and  the  light  fledges  fly  fwiftly  through  ihi 
ftreets.  The  atmofphere  is  pure,  and  the  townf^ 
man  has  no  longer  any  reafon  to  envy  the  inhl* 
bitant  of  the  country.  It  is  winter.  What 
fife  and  agility  reign  around!  The  nol»lity 
from  all  parts  hafte  to  the  metropolis^  the  abode 

of 
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of  theit  relations  and  friends,  the  refort  of 
fuperror  enj6yment8,  the  fchool  of  refined  man* 
liers,  the  centre  of  commerce  and  buiinefsy  dear, 
delightful  MoTco.  iThe  roads  are  covered  with 
carriages  and  fledges.  -Loads  of  provifions  are 
coming  from  the  renioteft  provinces:  then  the 
roads  are  excellent;  over  rivers  and  morafles 
nature  has  thrown  firm  and  folid  bridges ;  no* 
thing  flands  in  the  way  of  diligence  and  in- 

duftty* 

The  winter  ufually  fets  in  about  the  middle 

of  November,  often  earlier,  and  lads  till  the 
end  of  March>  confequditly  for  a  period  of 
about  five  months.  January  and  February  are 
imdoubtedly  the  fined  part  of  the  winter*  The 
days  are  then  grown  longer,  the  falls  of  fhow 
are  not  fo  frequent  as  before,  the  air  is  pure» 
and  the  iky  bright;  and,  from  the  middle  of 
Jmuary,  the  froft  feldom  exceeds  ten  degrees  by 
Reaumur^s  thermometer,  being  generally  not 
more  than  four  or  five  degrees*  What  a  plea- 
fure  it  is|  properly  clad  againfl:  the  cold,  to 
move  about  and  take  exercife  in  the  pure  elaftic 
atmofphere  of  winter !  How  the  body  is  hard- 
ened agamft  diftemper,  and  how  alert  are  all 
the  animal  organs !  In  a  good  continued  winter 
epidemical  difeafes  are  extremely  rare;  and  if 
colds  and  rheums  appear  on  the  coming  on 
VOk.  II.  o  a  of 
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of  a  thuw,  they  are  immediately  difperfed  by 
the  returning  froft.  Even  the  plague,  ^hich 
about  thirty  years  (ince  raged  at  Mofco,  was 
forced  to  yield  to  its  falutary  influence.  The 
appearance  of  the  city  is  likewife  incomparably 
more  agreeable,  than  in  the  fummer.  A  brilliant 
white  is  refle^ed  from  the  palaces  and  houfes. 
The  fight  is  nowhere  (hocked  by  dirt  or  iin- 
purity.  The  houfes,  the  ftreets  and  fquares.are 
neat  and  clean.  The  mephitic  vapours  with 
which  the  atmofphere  of  large  cities  is  always 
charged,  no  longer  offend  the  olfaftory  organs. 
The  uncontarainated  breath  of  nature  is  invigo- 
rating to  the  fpirits  and  delightful  to  the  fenfe. 

Affemblies,  mafquerades,  concerts,  the  drama, 
form  the  entertainment  of  the  fuperior  ranks  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year.  We  will  haftily  run 
through  them,  and  then  mingle  in  the  chearful 
throng  that  celebrate  the  maflanitza,  or  the 
butter-week. 

The  prime  grand  inftitution  for  diffipation 
frequented  by  the  nobility  is  the  noble  as- 
sembly*. This  affembly  is  held  once  a-week, 
in  a  houfe  fitted  up  and  appropriated  to  that 
ufe.  Here  may  be  had  all  forts  of  provifions 
and  refreihments.    In  fome  of  the  rooms  are 

*  Bbgorodnie  fobranie. 

card 
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card-tables.  From  time  to  time  balls  and  con- 
certs  are  given.  This  fociety  has  fubfifted  for 
feveml  years ;  and  almofl  the  whiole  nobility  of 
Mofco,  of  both  fe^es,  are  fubfctibers.  It  is  ex- 
tremely well  conduced,  is  poffeffed  of  great 
funds,  and  is  likely  to  continue  long,  j  The  mas- 
querades are  under  the  diredion  of  Mr.  Mad^ 
dox,  and  are  given  during  the  carnival. pr  butter- 
week.  They  are .  particularly  nujnerous  and 
brilliant  on  the  lad  days  of  the  maflanitza,  the 
week  immediately  preceding  paflion-weisk.  The 
lad  mafquerade,  on  the  funday  of  the  fird  week 
in  Lent^  lads  from  the  morning  early  till  twelve 
at  night.  The  grand  mafquerade-hall  at  the 
play-houfe  is  a  beautiful  production  of  archi- 
xe^ure,  and  conveniently  holds  four  thoufand 
perfo'ns.     Otherwife,  this   fpecies   of  entertain- 

«  *  r 

jnent  is  not  particularly  intereding,  and  in  many 
refpefts  is  very  troublefome.  Mafks  in  cha- 
Tader  are  but  feldomfeen;  dominos  and  cloaks 
af e  the  ufual  jdrefTes,  and  many  perfons  are 
totally  unmalked.  There  is  little  dancing,  as 
^the  hall  is  filled  by  the  company  walking  to  and 
fro;  and  it  is  often  with  great  difEculty  that  one 
-can  move  about.  On  account  of  the  ihultitude 
of .  carriages,  you  mud  often  wait  upwards  of  an 
hour  in  the  dreet  before  there  is  a  poflibility  of 
getting  out.  for  admifEon.      But  it  is  dill  worfe 

Q  G  2  '  at 
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at  endeavouri&g  to  go  home.  Befet  by  a  hoft 
of  clamorous  forvapts  in  the  antechambers,  run- 
amg  alx>ut  to  look  for  thdr  mafters,  or  bawl- 
ing for  thdr  carriages,  is  akeady  difagreeable 
^ough;  but  the  turmoil  and  perplexity  is 
greatly  increafed  in  endeavouring  to  procure 
your  own,  which  is  frequently  ftationed  at  the 
diftance  of  a  rerft  or  more  from  the  porch  of  the 
maiquerade-houfe*  While  waiting  in  the  cold 
corridores  we  have  plenty  of  time  to  bewail  ibt 
folly  of  mafquerades,  and  to  form  good  refo- 
lutions  for  the  future. 

Concerts  are  given  during  Lent.  The  prin« 
cipal  performers  of  Europe  viiit  Mofco  at  this 
tipae,  and  find  it  more  profitable  to  them  than 
any  other  city  in  the  world,  London  and  Pe« 
terfburg  perhaps  excepted.  The  violinift  Hemr 
pel,  the  female  finger  Zaporiti,  the  blind  flute- 
player  Delon,  and,  in  Ihort,  the  famous  performer 
on  the  harpfichord  Hsefsler,  who  have  frequented 
this  town  for  feveral  years,  will  vouch  for  the 
truth  of  what  is  here  afferted.  The  tickets  for 
the  concerts  cod  from  two  to  five  rubles,  and 
the  hall  is  never  thinly  filled.  Several  admiren 
of  mufic,  in  opulent  circumftances,  take  fifty  or 
a  hundred  of  thefe  tickets,  for  the  fake  of  eD- 
couraging  the  talents  of  the  perfonners ;  who, 

befides,  find  another  fource  of  g^in,  no  kb 

produdive. 
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produdive,  in  giving  leflbns  in  mufic  during 
their  ftay  at  Mofco.  The  pay  for  an  hour  ig 
commonly  five  rubles  to  thefe  capital  artifts,  but 
the  ordinary  muiic-mailers,  though  competent 
in  their  way,  are  by  no  means  fo  richly  paid. 
They  are  Iikewife  engaged  for  priyate  concerts, 
which  yield  them  alfo  a  bountiful  har^eft.  The 
paflion  for  mufic  is  very  general  in  Mofco,  and 
the  harpfichord-players,  Hsfsler,  Weydenham- 
mer,  Seidler,  Bouleau,  and  others,  who  are  em- 
ployed in  giving  lefTons,  earn  yearly  fevergl 
thoufand  rubles. 

Large  and  magnificent  sledge-parties,  pe- 
culiarly formed  for  that  purpofe,  are  here  not 
.  often  feen ;  probably  becaufe  the  long  duration 
of  the  fledge-ways  deprives  this  diverfion  of  the 
charm  of  rarity,  and  finks  it  to  the  level  of 
ordinary. and  every-day  things.  In  various  ftreets 
little  fledges  ftand  for  hire,  as  hackney-coaches 
do  in  London,  in  readinefs  to  be  taken  for 
going  from  one  place  to  another  of  this  fpacious 
city,  or  merely  for  a  dHve.  But,  the  whole 
winter  through,  efpecially  on  Sundays,  there  is 
a  vaft  concourfe  of  equipages  and  fledges  in  the 
Pokroffkaia,  a  long  flrait  flreet  in  the  neigh* 
bourbood  of  the  german  flobode.  The  finefl 
and  fleeteft  horfes,  as  well  as  the  mofl  elegant 
fledges^  are  here  brought  forth  to  captivate  at* 

003  tention. 
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tendon.  The  fledges,  howevef ,  of  this  country  are 
not  made  in  thofe  fanciful  and  allegorical  forms, 
nor  have  that  curious  carved-work  fo  much  ad- 
mired in  the  fledges  of  Germany  ;  they  are  of  a 
fimple,  light,  and  convenient  conftruSion,  with- 
out  any  carvings  or  ornaments.  Neither  are 
the  horfes*  loaded  with  heavy  gear,  and  the  little 
bells  are  here  not  known.  The  fledges  are 
made  of  good  durable  fluff,  covered  with  fine 
cloth  or  plufli,  and  are  provided  with  a  bear- 
ikin  bag,  in  which  thofe  who  fir  in  them  put 
•their  feet.  The  horfe-trappings  are  neat  and 
handfome  without  being  cumbrous.  The  fleeteft: 
and  mofl:  admired  geldings  are  thofe  that  con- 
ftantly  go  in  a  quick  trot,  without  ever  getting 
Into  a  gallop.  They  are  called  trotters.  If 
the  fledge  be  drawn  by  two  horfes,  then,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  etiquette  here  obferved, 
one  of  them  gallops  while  the  other  continually 
trots ;  and  if  a  man  does  not  drive  by  this  rule, 
he  had  better  not  make  his  appearance  in  the 
Pokroffltaia,  or  at  lead  not  on  the  racing- 
place. 

The  RACiNG-PLACE  IS  on  the  river  Mofco,  as 
at  Peterfburg  it  is  on  the  Neva,  not  far  from  the 
ftone  bridge.  Here,  on  the  ice  of  the  river,  a 
courfe  of  a  verft  in  length  is  fet  oflF  by  pofts, 
with  a  line  of  pofts  down  the  middle  to  feparate 

thofe 
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tholb  who  go  one  ^ay  from  fuch  as  come  the 
other.  On  the  fide^  are  (lands  and  fcaffolds  for 
the  fpeftators.  On  this  courfe  every  Sunday 
races  are  run,  at  which  an  extraordinary  enthu- 
fiafm  is  obfervable.  Wagers  are  feldom  laid  in 
money  ;  the  whole  conteft  being  for  the  fupcr- 
lative  honour  of  being  known  to  poflefs  the 
fleeted  nag  in  Mofco. 

This  kind  of  races  arifcs'  frequently  in  the 
ftreets;  when  two  isvoscheiks  *  happen  to 
come  abreall  with  one  another,  both  proud  of 
the  ability  of  their  horfes,  neither  will  let  the 
other  get  before  him,  and  immediately  the  Aarp 
conteft  begins.  Even  on  fuch  occafions  parti- 
cipating fpe£lators  are  not  wanting,  who  en- 
courage the  antagonifls  by  acclamations,  give 
the  viftor  their  applaufe,  and  punifh  the  van- 
quifhed  by  laughing  at  his  rafhnefs* 

The  iCE-Hii-Ls  in  the  butter- week  are  a  fort  of 
break-neck  diverfion  wherein  the  common  people 
take  great  fatisfadion,  and  which  fets  the  intre- 
pidity and  dexterity  of  the  natives  in  the  cleareft 
light.  From  a  high  fteep  fcafFold  covered  with 
blocks  of  ice,  fmoothed  every  night  by  quan-^ 
tities  of  water  thrown  from  the  fummit,  the 
little  fledges  fhoot  down  with  the  fwiftnefe  of 

# 

♦  The  drivers  of  the  fledges  in  winter  and  the  drofchkas 
m  fummer  that  are  on  the  (lands  for  hire  are  fo  called. 
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an  arrow*  On  either  fide  is  a  tremwdous  abyft 
formed  by  the  h^ght  of  th$ .  bill ;  and  the 
ilighteil  unikilfulnefs  or  imprudence  pf  die  per* 
fon  in  the  fledge  may  turn  it  from  its  diredion 
and  be  attended  with  the  molt  dreadful  confe- 
quence.  But  incomparably  more  dangerous  is 
this  fpot  on  ikaits*  Till  one  is  ufed  to  this 
fight,  it  almoft  makes  the  hair  (land  on  end  to 
fee  the  hundreds  that  follow  one  another  in  end- 
lefs  fucceffion  on  ikaits  and  in  fledges  down  this 
amazing  precipice.  Yet  accidents  fcarcely  ever 
happen.  Indeed,  if  we  confider  that  the  ice  is 
equally  glib,  it  is  impoflible  that  he  who  begins 
the  defcent  after  another  fliould  ever  overtake 
him,  Ind  therefore  it  is  not  likely  that  any  col- 
lifion  can  enfue.  The  impetus  acquired  by  this 
iall  carries  the  fledges  and  flcaiters  almoft  half  a 
verfl:  on  the  level  ice  below ;  bringingtheoi  to 
the  oppofite  ice*hill,  up  which  they  afcend  by 
fteps  behind,  with  a  fledge  at  their  back,  and 
this  returns  them  to  the  former.  The  highefl: 
and  mofl:  frequented  ice*hills  are  thofe  ere&ed 
on  the  Mofl^va  and  the  Neglinnaia.  At  thefe 
places  are  alfo  ihow-booths  and  viAuallen,  much 
vifited  9nd  admired  by  that  part  of  the  public 
for  whom  thefe  amufements  are  calculated.  The 
crowd  around,  and'  the  various  fcenes,  are  the 
fame  with  thofip  already  defcribed  in  fpeaking  pf 

the 
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the  diverfions  of  the  Eafter  week.  Women  as  well 
ai  men  enjoy  the  diverfion  of  the  ice^bills  with 
the  fame  avidity ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  avoid 
comparing  the  appearance  they  prefent  to  a  vaft 
cMmSt  of  human  figures. 


CHAP.    XI. 

Moral  chataftcr  of  the  Mofcovites.  —  Hofpitality.  — 
Pleafures  of  the  table.  —  Play.  — -  Political  difcuffioav 
—  1^ oleratioo.  —  Influence  thereof  on  fnendfhipy  edu- 


~^  cation,  and  marriage.  —  Companionable  toleration. 
—  Beneficence.  —  Liberal  way  of  thinking  in  the 
Mofcovites  in  regard  to  wealth  and  flation. 

Hospitality  is  a  leading  feature  m  the  na- 
tional character  of  the  Ruffians,  which  is  fo  much 
the  more  confpicuous,  as  that  virtue  is  not 
nearly  fo  extenfive  among  the  other  nations  of 
our  quarter  of  the  globe.  It  is  certainly  one 
of  the  moft  amiable  virtues  that  are  com- 
prized under  the  name  of  humanity.  Freely 
to  welcome  the  ftranger  under  our  roof,  to  give 
him  food  and  drink,  without  refpe^  of  perfoa 
or  condition,  whether  he  be  Croefus  or  Irus, 
Apollo  or  Vulcan  -—  what  an  amiable  people, 
amongft  whom  this  pure  and  difinterefted  hof- 
pitality 
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pitality  is  a  native  cuftom !  In  tbofe  provinces 
of  Ruffia,  which  lie  the  mod  remote  from  euro- 
pean  refinements,  that  fair  flower  of  the  patri- 
archal age3  is  dill  indigenous;  but  in  Mofco, 
Peterfburg,  and  the  other  enlightened  partj  of 
Ruflia,  hofpitality,  though  it  has  lofl:  that  elevated, 
godlike  charafter,  yet  continues  to  be  among 
the  engaging  virtues  of  their  inhabitants. 

Every  one,  whether  acquaintance  or  ftranger, 
who  neither  by  condition  nor  manners  is  of  the 
vulgar  clafs,  finds  a  hearty  welcome  in  the  houfe 
of  a  generous  Mofcovite :  and  the  longer  he 
ftays,  the  better  he  is  liked ;  efpecially  in  the 
country,  where  time  is  apt  fometimes  to  hang 
heavy  on  hand.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  in- 
tereft  and  covetoufnefs,  or  flattery  and  conve- 
nience, and  on,e  cannot  fay  what  elfe,  are  now 
and  then  the  porters  at  the  gate ;  that  here  and 
there,  wealth,  rank,  beauty,  certain  accommo- 
dations or  companionable  talents,  fuch  as  flcill  in 
play,  the  powers  of  entertaining,  efpecially  the 
facility  of  retailing  news,  give  greateft  preten- 
fions  to  a  good  reception :  but  this  is  likewife 
the  cafe  everywhere  j  and  where  is  the  country, 
.at  lead  in  Europe,  whofe  inhabitants  are  not 
liable  to  this  obfervation  ?  But,  in  general,  a 
perfpn  may  go  into  every  houfe  in  Mofco,  where 
he  has  once  been  prefented,  without  any  cere- 
1 5  mony. 
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mony,  uninvited,  and,  if  he  choofe,  appear  every 
day  at  table,  without  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of 
the  mafter  being   denied  to  him,  or  of  being 
looked  upon  with  an  evil  eye.     Neither  has  he 
any  reafon  to  fear  that  his  unexpefted  prefence 
may  create  confufion  in  the  family  ;  as  it  is  the 
praAice  here  to  fet  out  the  table  every  day,  as  if 
it  were  for  ai>  entertainment :  for  even  in  fami- 
lies of  moderate  fortunes,  the  table  is  ordinarily 
furniftied  with  ten  or  twelve  difties,  generally 
well-drefTed,  and  of  exquifite  quality.     A  pretty 
defert  is  feldom  wanting  ;  and,  befides  the  ufual 
.  table-wine,  feveral  of  the  fitter  forts  and  liqueurs 
.  are-ferved  round.     Hence  it  happens,  that  a  man 
of  a  weak  Ilomach  feldom  rifes  from  table,  with- 
out being  fmitten  by  his  ^onfcience  for  having 
tranfgreffed  his  rules  of  diet;  efpecially  if '  he 
has  indulged  in  the  jocundity  into  which,  in  fuch 
circumftances,  he  may  eafily  be  furprifed.      A 
cuftomary  ruffian  meal  confifts  of  one  or  more 
cold  difhes  by  way  of  luncheon,  hams,  bacon, 
dried  tongues,  caviar,  bread,  cheefe,  butter,  &c. 
which  are  taken  at  a  fide-board  while  the  cloth  is 
laying  for  dinner.     This  is  compofed  of  a  ftrong 
meat-foup,  and  fchtfchi  *,  fucceeded  by  three  or 
four  feafoned  ragouts,  roafts,  paltry,  and  feveral 
kinds  of  grain. prepared  with  milk,  and  in  which 

*  A  ruffian  foup  made  of  beef  and  cabbage. 

no 
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no  nation  comes  up  to  the  Ruffians.  The  de^ 
fert,  as  everywhere  elie,  is  made  op  of  comfks  and 
fruits.  The  ordinary  table-wines  are  Medoc  and 
Chateau-Margot ;  befides,  porter  and  englifli  ale, 
quas  and  mead  *,  which  are  always  placed  on  the 
table,  that  the  guefts  may  help  themfelres  ^en 
they  pleafe,  without  fpeakmg  to  a  fervant.  The 
wines  that  at  mod  tables  are  handed  round,  are 
Hungary,  Malaga,  Champagne,  Burgundy,  Ma* 
deira,  Cyprus,  Mofler,  Rhenifli,  called  in  Eng* 
bnd  Old  Hock,  &c«  The  nalif  ki,  or  liqueurs, 
are  cherries,  cranberries,  goofeberries,  currants, 
&c.  in  brandy,  noyauz,  and  the  like. 

In  the  forenoon  a  relifh  is  taken  of  pickled 
herring,  caviar,  or  fmoked  meats,  with  a  glais  of 
aqua-vitae,  which  is  here  called  a  fchelken*  Ih 
the  ichelken  the  ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen  all 
take  part.  The  ufual  time  for  fitting  down  to 
dinner  is  at  one  or  two  o'clock  at  lateft,  and  the 
fupper  is  ferved  at  nine  or  ten ;  fometimes,  how- 
ever, later,  when  the  company  is  numerous,  and 
the  rubbers  of  whift  are  not  over. 

In  general  the  pleafures  of  the  table  are  here 
in  high  eftimation,  and  the  fame  of  the.  man  who 

^  Qoas  and  mead  are  two  rufiian  dnnk«,  whereof  tke 
former  is  ufcd  inftead  of  fmaU  beer ;  and  is  brewed  firoiA 
mealy  balm,  mint  and  water.  The  other  is  compofed  of 
honey  and  water.     Both  are  extremely  refrelhing. 

keeps 
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keeps  a  good  kkcbcn,  fliei  from  mouth  to  mouth* 
Acquaintances  are  ufually.  not  formed  till  thii 
matter  u  properly  explained ;  and  an  excellent 
table  gives  a  claim  to  the  moft  brilliant  companiet^ 
^^.  There  is  glorious  eating  and  drinking  at  th^ir 
houfe,''  is  no  fmailipraife  to  any  family  j  and  the 
man  who  has  a  fine  tafte^  and  knows  hpw  to  giTe 
lavoury  diflies,  or  is  a  good  judge  in  wi^os,  plays 
no  inferior  part  in  fociety. 

Even  at  dinner  and  at  the  tea-tabl^,  play  is 
generally  the  fubjed  of  converfautioiu  PerfQi)S 
of  the  greateft  gravity  hold  it  nx^  beneath  their 
dignity  to  analyze  the  games  of  «hiR;»  a^^  $o 
make  profound  difquifitions  on  them-  With  a 
face  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and.  with  a  poiti^;^ 
of  recolleftion  that  indeed  is  aftoniflring,  tbsy 
relate  the  moft  interefting  events  of  the  ydft^- 
day's  party.  What  cards  each  player  heU>  what 
card  he  ied^  what  others  were  played  to  Uf 
for  what  reafons,  what  were  the  confequencea  ^^^ 
all  this  is  delivered  with  the  moftperfeAcironoi- 
ftantiality,  and  attended  to  with  conlumiMte 
patience. 

A  better  and  more  interefting  topic  of  convef  » 
fation  is  the  politics  of  the  day,  which  are  hece 
difcuiTed  with  a  liberality  and  franknefs  act  eom* 
mon  eUewhere.    The  laft  Hamburgh  gaatetti^is 

difcuffed 
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difculTed  and  debated  without  fear  or  refenre ; 
every  one  taking  part  in  the  converfation,  accord- 
ing to  his  fentiments  or  humour.  This  (hews 
the  good  underflanding  and  the  mutual  confix 
dence  that  fubfift  between  the  government  and 
the  nation,  and  is  certainly  the  bed  evidence  for 
the  goodnefs  of  the  adminiftration  and  the  con- 
tentednefs  of  the  people. 

One  of  the  fined  features  of  the  national  cha' 
rafter  of  the  Ruflians'is  certainly  their  toiler  a* 
TioN,  which  iliines  at  Mbfco  in  its  mod  brilliant 
ludre.     This  popular  virtue  is  the  fruit  of  thofe 
laws  that  have  been  enafted  in  this  Ttfpe&  by 
the  wife  monarchs  of  Ruffia,  fince  the  s&ra  of 
•Alexey  Mikhaiiovitch.    Faith,  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion,  is  here  never  any  detriment  to  a  man.     In 
civil  ^Sairs^  in  foclal  intercourfe,  in  friendfhip,  in 
love,  religion  is  no  obftacle  to   fuccefs.     The 
Mofcovite  never  inquires,  whether  thou  be  of 
-<]lephas,  or  of  ApoUos^  or  of  Paul.     Honour 
and  probity  are  the  grounds  of  his  confidence, 
and  amiablenefs  of  any  kind  the  fource  of  his 
attachment.    Hence  we  fee,  that  even  higotted 
parents  truft  the  education  of  their  children  to 
a  foreigner  who  is  of  a  different  perfuafion^  if 
they  are  but  convinced  of  his  honefty.     They 
love  and  efteem  him,  though  he  never  attends 

their 


thetr  YeHgi6u8  rkes;  and  meat  is  ferved  to  him 
at  their  uUes,  while  they  themfelves  kcef^  ftriA 
faft. 

A  man  may  (afely  rely  on  the  friendifaip  of  the 

Ruffians^  when  once  he  has  acquired  it,  in  fjpite 

•of  any.  dlfFerence  in  religioa;    and  marriages 

between  Ruffians  and  foreigners  are  contradid 

w^ithout  the  lead  fcruple  or  hefitation« 

Befides  this  religious  toleration,  here  is  ftiU 
another,  namely,  social  toleration,  which 
is  commonly  a  mark  of  good  breeding  and  know- 
ledge of  the  world.  It  is  in  contraft  with  a  pro- 
penfity  to  teftinefs  and  cavil,  and  forms  the  bafis 
of  good  behaviour  in  company,  and  of  a  chearfui 
and  eafy  communication  of  fentiments  and  ideas. 
This  fpecies  of  toleration  is  likewife  univerlal  in 
Mofco.  Every  one  may  deliver  his  particular 
conceptions  and  nodons  on  any  fubjefk  what- 
ever,  without  fear  of  flat  contiadiftion,  or  of 
being  abaihed  or  confounded  by  grofs  replies. 
No  one  pretends  to  force  his  opinion  on  others 
by  bawling  and  clamour,  and  it  feldom  happens 
that  the  pleafure  of  fociety  is  diflurbed  by  warm 
debates.  Every  one  rides  his  hobby-horfe  under 
the  Safeguard  of  focial  toleration.  In  ihort, 
whatever  may  be  the  fource  of  this  virtue,  its 
charms   are    ineftimable,    and    its    effe&s    be^ 

Aciicial. 

Another 


4^4  6K1TCH  Of  aiMeo^ 

Another  beaudful  chsnSbmiic  of  die  Mxi»^ 
vites  h  entitled  td  equal  ptaife  -*-  k  b  BSKfef  F 

CENCE.  No  pauper  is  fent  empty  away  froai  the 
door  i  on  the  contrary,  they  haften  to  the  ]ndi«< 
gent  to  oifer  dieir  mite.  At  all  fiunily  ocoDTcnoes 
of  confequence,  efpedally  at  funerals^  confidcr* 
able  fums  are  diftributed  in  alms,  and  it  is  oqoh 
mon  to  piirchafe  the  dtfcharge  of  prifooers  by 
paying  their  debts.  The  rich  have  an  eleemo« 
fynary  day,  at  kaft  once  af-week,  when  all  the 
poor  who  prefient  themfelves,  whatever  be  their 
country  or  reUgions  profeifion,  receive  mon^^ 
garments,,  proviiions,  &c.  accordii^  to  thehr  fCi* 
veral  neceffities,.  or  their  different  deferts.  fti- 
vate  perfons  at  times  endow  ufeful  mftitutions  ol 
great  extent,  as  the  commercial-fchool  founded 
by  M.  Demidof,  the  alms-houfes  of  Kurakm  and 
of  Scheremetof,  and  even  the  foundling-hoiile, 
which  owes  its  foundation  in  part  to  voluoiary 
contributions*  Very  frequently  too,  the  college 
of  general  jM-oviiion  receives  confidersdlTfe  fitms 
for  the  relief  of  the  difbeffed,  and  nowhere  de 
eoile£tions  for  any  beneficent  puipofe  fill  norf 
rapidly  than  here. 

.  One  cuftom  more  deferves  oar  hofiK>arablt 
notice,  by  which  the  comforts  of  Ibcitty.  aie 
greatly  enhanced.  Thofe  bng^^ail^d,  troohfe* 
fome,  mmute,  and  infipid  titles,  which  iate  KM 


fetilpuioi^y  retained  in  many  parts  of  Germany^ 
are  here  but  feldom  heard.    Every  one,  let  JtM 
tank  and  ftation  be  what  they  may,  is  called  by 
his  pronomen  with  the  addition  of  his  father's^ 
and  the  termination  vitcb ;  as,  Ivan  Makiimo- 
vitch,  Gavrila  Petrovitch^Paphnuti  Roinanovltch, 
Pionkratr  Gregorievitcb,  &c«  and  the  ladies  by 
adding  evna  or  twna^  tnftead  of  iMcb ;  as>  Ag2u 
phia  Roman^vha,  Yuliana  Alexandrovaa,  Datia 
Aphanafievfta,  Anafhtfia  Ivanovna,  &c.      The 
knses  and  the  graf  are  indeed  called  illujirious  ^'j 
and  the  general^  or  he  who  holds  an  equal  rank 
in  the  civil  department^  has  the  title  excellences^ i 
yet  in  common  converfation  often  only  by  theif 
names,  knses  Ivan  Mikhailovitch,  graf  Matphey 
Fstrovitch,  &c*    This  laudable  cuftom.is  even 
generally  adopted    by    the  Germans,    and    is 
obferved  even  in  fpeaking  their  native  language* 
In  fliort,  the  pride  of  titles  and  rank,  of  wealth 
or  fcience,  is  here  extremely  rare^    Whether  ypji 
are  noble  or  not ;  whether  you  reckon  your  i»« 
conie  by  thoufands  or  by  hundreds,  no  man  ever 
inquires.    Station  is  honourable ;  but  moderate 
circumftances  are  no  difgrace.     A  man  is  fure  of 
being  the  fir  ft  perfon  in  company,  if  he  be  the 
moft  agreeable* 

.    •  Siatdftvo.  t  l^rcvoUvhodytdftvo* 

^YOJk\  11.  X  ft 
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-Xducatibn.  —  Etcrtions  on  the  part  of  pircnts,  —  Styfe- 
of  mofcovitc  education.  —  Regard  for  the  french  laiv- 
guage.  —  Aptnefs  of  the  young  ladies  for  playing  on  ^le- 
karpfichocd*  —  Defeds  in  the  education  of  females.  — 
Requifites  for  a  gbod  tutor.  —  French'  maftera*  -~ 
Cerman  maften*.— -  The  Dztka  and  the  Nenka.  —  ViEi^V 
NedoroiL 

Of  the  publle  fchools  VfC  have  already  had 
l^ccafion  to  fpeak :  we  (hall  here  fay  fomething 
eoncerning  the  private  tuition,  as  it  is  condaded 
Ky  domeftic  teachers,  or  in  boarding-fchools* 

In  Mofcby  as  well  as^  throughout  all  Raffia, 
education  is  treated  with  all  the  importance  that 
it  deferves.  Perfons  of  opulence  and  diftin&ion 
are  not  fparing  of  expence,  in  order  to  give  their 
children  a  good  education  ;  not  only  paying  the 
Someflic  tutor  a  falary  of  a  thoufand  rubles  and; 
upwards,,  but  likewife  having  the  bed  mafters  fdr 
luufic,  dancing,^  drawing,  &c.  fo  that  tfaecdti^ 
cation  of  the  children  in  great  houfes  coft  feveral 
thoufand  rubles  annually.  Thefe  exertions  are 
certanry  h^ly  praife-worthy ;  but,  on  the  'other 
hand,  the  mode  of  ^education  in  genera]^  which 
is  now  become  the  &fhbn,  is  extremely  repK- 

..   4  })|»iAbIe^ 
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keiifibjk.  This  f^ms  to  be  the  proper,  terni^ 
thoygh  it  oould  hardly  be  expe^ed  that  fafihioa 
iBiould  have  anythipg  to  do  in  the  management 
of  an  afiair  of  fo  ihuch  ionpbttance  as  education  ; 
.yet  when  fome  defeAlve  practice  becomes  the 
0bje&  of  general  imitation,  it  can  only  be  ex«» 
plained  from  the  caprices  of  that  wanton  goddef$< 

We  (hall  here  take  the  liberty  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  prevailing  mode  of  education  in 
Mofcoy  with  that  difcreet  franknefs  which  ought 
always  to  charaderife  fuch  as  wi(h  to  do  good. 

The  knowledge  of  languages^  and  the  graces 
of  the  perfon,  feem  to  be  the  foremoft  confidet-^ 
ations  iii  the  mind  of  the  generality  of  parents, 
if  not  the  only  points  to  which  the  labours  of  the 
tutor  ought  to  tend«  Hence  it  arifes,  that  in  the 
choice  of  a  pteteptot  far  lefs  attention  is  paid  to 

« 

the  fdence  and  erudition  that  he  poflefles,  and  his 
integrity,  than  to  a  brilliant  exterior^  The  chief 
requifite  of  all  is^  that  he  fpeak  french  well  j 
for  among  all  clafles  the  learning  of  this  language 
is  the  prime  concern.  Accordingly,  it  is  by  no 
means  fui^rifing  that  the  impottant  bufiiiefs  of 
education  fiiould  be  committed  to  ignorsmt  and 
uninformed  perfons,  and  occafionally  even  fo  men 
of  difiblute  manners, if  they  only  fpeak  french  with 
.  a  proper  accent,  and  can  difcourfe  with  fluency 
on  ordinary  topics.    This  muft  needs  be  a  great 

H  H  «  diflervlce 


diflervicc  to  the  commutlity,  to  which  they  may 
perhaps  return  young  men  ex<:eedingly  weff 
ikilled  in  foreign  languages,  but  totally  unao^ 
compliihed  in  head  and  heart.  ^  There  arc  farely' 
higher  arid  better  qualities  which  ought  to  be 
looked  for  from  education,  fuch  as  have  been 
reckoned  of  great  weight  in  all  ages,  and  by  all 
nations,  that  are  not  fubjeft  to  the  dominion  of 
fafhion,  that  ever  retain  their  value,  that  are  recom- 
mended as  the  only  condition  on  which  true  hap- 
pinefs  is  to  be  obtained,  and  whereon,  in  fliorr, 
everything  depends:  they  are,  Wifdom  and 
Virtue.  Who  will  venture  to  affirm,  after  this, 
that  the  learning  of  languages  and  the  abquiritig 
of  the  graces  fhould  be  the  prineipaf  aim  of  the 
teacher  ?  Who  fees-  not,  how  miftakenly  thoft 
parents  aft,  who  in  the  feleftion  of  a  tutor  have 
no  regard  to  eharacler  and  found  learning,  but 
look  folely  to  fldll-  in  languages,  and  the  art  of 
figuring  in  the  world  ?  It  ia  not  to-  be  denicdi 
that  the  learning  of  foreign  tongues,  and  efpc- 
cially  the  french,  fince  it  is  fo  generally  fpokenj 
particularly  in  all  courts,  ihould  no  more  bfe 
•neglcdcd  than  the  elegancies  of  behaviour ;  it 
is  only  pretended  here  that  education  ought  not 
to  be  confined  to  them  alone.  -By  the  fcrmtl' 
tion  of  the  exterior,  is  to  be  underftood  not  only 
ubat  is  called  a  good  addrefs  iiv  company ,-l)ut^in 
•.    .     .  5  general 


'general  whatever  add$  to  the  charios  and.agree-'. 
MeotUof  perfon,  as'  dancing,  mufic^  dfawing, 
ivdtng^  fencing,  &c.  The  three  former  are  par*, 
tmilazly  ^tteade^  t9,  after  the  french  tongue,  in 
(he  education  of  young  ladies.  In  fa£t,  our 
aftonHhment  is  often  excited  at  the  progrefs  that 
is  made  in  thefe  arts ;  in  many  faqiilies  are  fome 
jiM^^Oulie  performers,  efpecially  on  the  harpfi- 
chordi  mho  may  vie  vritli  the  greateft  matters  ^ 
and  4even,  while  children,  exhibit  their  talents  in 
pabMc  •concerts.  How  prejudicial  this  latter  cir« 
oumftance  mud  be,  Specially  to  a  young  woman 
of  faihion,  is  obvious  to  every  one.  Certainly  all 
the  daughters  of  noble  families  in'  Mofco  fpeak 
french,  and  many  of  them  in  the  greateft  perfec* 
^on ;  but  about  houfliold  affairs,  about  the  duties 
of  mothers  and  wives,  they  know  ]uft  as  little  as 
ihe  maid  that  dreffes  them*  Yet  the  paraats 
W0ul4  take  it  much  amifs  -if  they  were  told  tha^ 
th^  daughters  had  no  educattpn.  How!  it 
would  he  anfwered,  our  daughter,  who  fpeak5 
french  ki  well,  who  plays  fo  mafterly  on  the 
t^arpiichord,  who  dances  like  an  angel,  who  is  the 
delight  and  the  foul  of  aljl  companies ;  fhe  bsi^s 
no  education  ?  — •  *Mt  (hall  be  juft  as  yop 
««  plea£e,  madam :  but  permit  nie  to  fay,  that 
^^  there  is  a  good  and  a  bad  education.  The 
^^  former  principally  aims  at  forming  the  head 
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^  and  the  heart  *,  and  thore  matters,  of  wfcMi 
<^  you  and  the  lady  ycmr  daughter  makefo  mncb 
^*  account^  hold  only  a  fecondary  rank ;  wfaeresi 
^*  the  latter  does  exadly  the  reyerfe,  afc  fom; 
^'  madam,  very  wdl  know,  or  in  tutoring  tiM 
^  hands  and  the  feet,  oftentimes  entirely  fbigetf 
^  the  cultivation  of  the  heart  and  mlad." 

For  the  education  of  boys,  a  man  is  ufball^r 
Ibtfght  out  who  can  teach  french  and  garma^ 
mathematics,  geography,  hiftory,  natural  hiftdry^ 
and  '  natural  philofophy,  Parents,  how^veri 
inquire  more  concerning  thofe  fciences,  marfae* 
hiatics  eitc^ted^  to  which  their  children  ought 
|>rincipalfy  to  apply,  as  being  moftly  intended  for 
the  military.  If  the  tutor  c^n  play  on  the  harp* 
fichord,  <H'  can  draw,  particularly  if  he  have 
^thal  a  good  figure  and  genteel  deportment,  he 
is  an  QxquSlite  perfon ;  the  befl  families  Mgage 
inTivaKhips  for  him  ;  and  be  is  certain  of  hafui|^ 
-a  very  ccnfidcr able  (alary*  and  diftingtiiihed  treafv 
inent.  Concerning  his  knowledge  and  abilities 
he  muft  have  a  teftimonial  from  the  uniterfity, 
<>r  from  the  director  of  the  normal  (cfhools,  cefr 
tlfying  tfcat '  he  has  undergone  an  e>iamiftation  j 
*Which  arpnefent  is  pretty  fevere. 

The  tiumbcr  of  doTiiieftit  tutors  h.  Wfefto  is 
'pbhfiderabte ';  mdftly  Frenchmen  and  Giermans. 
'Among  die  fotiner  ate  tttany  adventurers,  who 

I  have 
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iK^ve  formerly  bew  pemiquiers,  valets  de  d^miK 
breS)  caiiioieirs,  and  one  cannot  tell  whar,  wh^ 
mAer  from  indigence  or  ambition  have  tumedr 
theff  tfdeats  to  leaching.  This  fort  of  peoplii 
<4vaa  senders  the  name  of  utfchitel,  tutor,  co&» 
^mpdbte  in  Ruflia»  which  is  otberwife  cert^dolf. 
aa  honorable  title.  The  german  informators, 
as  they  are  called^  are,  generally  fpeakiag,  meft 
of  learning  in  the  proper  fenXe  of  the  term,  wjb^ 
ve  fiot  come,  at  a  ventwe  into  the  conntryy  buA 
have  been  written  for  on  the  i^commondation  cS 
lome  competent  friend.  They  are  likewife  g)^ 
nerally  the  moft  efteemcd  as  perfoas  of  greolS 
kaowledge  aad  a  deceat  iireproacfaable  beb^ 
vioan 

Another  fault  in  the  education  here  is  in  dii^ 
eoftom  of  comQuitiag  diildrea  from  their  in4 
Amcy  to  the  care  and  guidance  of  certain  male 
and  female  attendants,  called  the  Daetka  aa4 
the  Nenka.  There  are  vaflals  commonly  takea 
from  the  houfliold  fervants,  and  refemble  mucb 
the  paedagogues  of  the  aadents,  beiag  aot  only 
Aq  norfes  and  attendants  of  the  children,  but 
are  appointed  to'direA  smd  to  chide  them. 
Though  the  beft  and  moft  trufty  are  picked  out 
for  tbeCe  pofts ;  yet  it  is  nearly  impoffible  to  find 
among  this  clafe  of  people  any  that  are  poflefled 
of  fuch  qualities  as  a  man  would  exactly  choofe 
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t(5  cruft  with  tbe  flaanagemtfit  of  his  childicR  in 
tkat  period  of  their  yeilA  ^hkh  is  pdrhtps  the 
moft  -impo^^iit'  of  ail:  for  it  often  happens 
a£terw;ird«,  that  all  the  pains  an  expert  pre* 
cepcor  6an  beftow  will  not  heal  the  perverfities  of 
ctie  mind^'Or  correal  the  deviations  of  the  heart, 
which: have arifen  from  their  kmg  habits  of  inter% 
eourfe  with  the  dfftka  and  nenka^  perhaps  with* 
ssut  bdng  Goardous  of  it ;  the  moft  abfurd  and 
tfidiculptta  prejudices  being  ufually  tbe  firft  aUmenf 
with  jvhicb  theyL  feed  the  curiofity  of  tbe  open* 
log  intclLeft.  Mq(t  of  them  are  very  ftrong  in 
£ury  taiosy  in  gei^eral  to  extremely  filly  that  they 
mult,  palfy  the  beil  underftanding^  This  chapter 
may  properly  be  concluded  by  a  (hort  eztxa^ 
&>m  Vifin's  Nedorofl,  a  favourite  piece  of  the 
MfGan  drama^  as  affosding  a  juil  notion  of  thk 
nenkery  and  .utfchitelfliip  at  Moico.  Neixk 
iosL  figures,  the  minor,  the  child.  It  is  true 
Shat^  fince  the  firft  appearance  of  this  play,  manf 
alterations  have  taken  place  in  thb  refpeft  i  yet 
otigtnals.  may  here  and  there  be  found  for  Vi^ 
fin's  picture,  A  boy  of  twelve .  or  fourteen  is 
the  hero  of  this  piece.  He  never  appears  with^ 
cut  his  nenka,  who  always  walks  behind  her 
Mitrophanufchka  (his  name  in  the  diminutive) 
in  great  concern  and  anxiety  to  do  whatever 
819^   pleafe  hii^   and   keep  hii9   quiet :   no« 


Mnghl^^liim  liMte  ftalhdrs  to  blour  about  the 
foeoi'Mth  fife  bi-eMh,  thai  (hewbj^  him  how  to 
nake^fozp4^}A3bk»,  at  which  the  k>o3>yteftifiei 
gneat  Ihtisfkdibn*    But  he  is  mdfi  bf  all  di- 
lighted  iHdi  a  clsq>per  of  paper,  and-  whiefa  he 
hamiles  with  great  dexterity,  gdin^  with  it  firft 
to  frighten  hi$  worthy  papa,  and  then  his  no 
lefs  wbrthy  uncfe,  which  he  artfully  does  to  the 
^eat  diverfion  of  all.    The  fKU^ts,  who  are 
reprefifnted  as  living  at  their  -  country-manfion  ia 
«ie  of  the  diftant  provinces,  begin  at'  length  to 
think  that  it' is  juft  the  proper  period  to  put 
young  Mitrophanufchka  into  the  hand  of  tutors  ;  * 
and  the  refolution  is  immediately  adopted  of 
taking  a  journey  to  town,  as   the  uncle,  who 
has  a  very  decifive  voice  in  the  family-delibera* 
tionS)'aflure$  them  <^  its  being  high  time  for  that 
jmrpofe,   as  in    town  many  Hids  have    quite 
fiiliihed  their  education  at  fifteen.      On  the  arri.- 
¥al  of  the  family  in  town^  therefore,  the  firft 
bufinefs  is  to  find  tutors  for  Mitrophanufchka. 
They  are  found.    They  bring  good  rfecommend- 
adons  wijh  them.     They  ^re  engaged.     One  of 
(hem,  a  parifh-cleriiL,  is  to  torment  the  youth, 
9S  mamma  calk  it,  witk^teachhg  him  the^raffian 
alphabet;  the  fccond,  a  Frenchman,  is  to/itt^ 
ftruft-  him  in  his  language.     The  hours  of  aj5- 

t)Ijcatipn  are   be^i^n.     Mitrophanufchka  weeps 

bitterly^ 
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bkterly,  and  will  not,  by  9Qqr  perfv^afioa,  be 
brought  to  fix  hUtfyot  aa  ,ihc  boofc  He  putt 
bit  fiqg^.  in  bis  «ar«y  i?h^  the  psffitik-defk* 
«kh  his  dravliag  rchoolgitfter«<MXeat9  is  ^mfI* 
iqg  to  biiq  his, As,  buki,  vedi^  glag(^  dobro^ 
ysft,  jivctC)  ice;  *  At  leng^  <^  Meaka,  ^)i4u» 
never  foriakes  her  poor  Mitropbaimfchka  in  this 
boar  of  tqrmept,  by  b^iogiilg  him  fugar-f^umbs 
and  cakes  wd  the  paper  clapper,  faeceeds  at 
le^  ib  lar  aft  to  nxake  bim  leave  off  crying* 

The  buftnefs  now  le^ms  to  take  a  favourable 
tunu  The  ichoolaiafter  fcreams  his  letters; 
MitrophanoJlchka  munches  comSts,  aceom* 
|)anying  the  melody  of  his  teacher,  at  iatery&is^ 
with  the  found  of  his  cUpf^er,  and  even-QCca- 
iionally  muttering  out  a  letter;  while  theNenkA 
is  incefiantly  coaxing  the  d^r  chiild  widr  all  her 
arts  and  ingenuity  to  mind  his  book*  The  pa- 
liih'Clerk  having  fini(hed  bis  hoar,  retires ;  and 
now  the  Frenchman  appears*     With  bim  af* 

*  By  tht  w»y,  this  will  be  no  improper  place  for  making 
the  reader  acquainted  with  the  names  of  the  letters  of  the 
rufl!an  alphabet.  As,  buki,  vedi,  glagol,  dobro,  ycd, 
ftfll^,  zemlia,  ij^,  kako,  In-M^tiniiit^lc,  nachey  one,  pokoY» 
ft^  iovOf  tvcrdo,  D^  £erte,  kiitenp,  tfi,  tkerf,  fcha,  lcht£clia, 
jiftf  ycriy  ycr,  yatt,  yu,  ya.  Formerly  among'  thefe  weve 
«Ub  tke  letters  i,  x^k),  ye,  k^  pfi,  phka,  ead  ijitfa ;  but  they 
bav9  of  late  years  been  "difufed  by  literar)'  perfons. 

•     ! 
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hM%  are  ilidihg  infed  a  Better  irain ;  'tad  BGaok 
pfaamafchka  gets  tbrimgh  tUsiiarur  by  theiidp* 
of  fweetmeats  and  l»a  dapper^    The  pweita  a«r 
diatmed  with  both   pupil  and  tiitor,  dnd  iX 
goes  on  as  it  fliould.    In  the  cTening  of  tfcia 
day  tke  family  reoeiTes  a  tifit  irotn  asr  auat^ 
who  has  iiot  long  been  come  finom  Peterfhni^^^ 
vrhere  flie  has  paffed  feme  years :   the  coiirar^ 
fetitm  chiefly  turns  on  the  clever  young  'Mhnv  . 
|fixsBiufichka :  diey  tdl  die  aimt  that  thr  ooc^Anrf 
df  their  journey  to  tovn  vm^  Tdidy  for  theiab 
of  givrng  this  darling  boy  an  educalioh'T«stabl9 
to  his  rank:  they  talk  in  high  terms  of  the 
^reat  progrefs  he  has  made  in  oidy  one  day,  at 
the  fame  time  doing  ample  juftice  to  his  tutors^ 
vho  are  extolled  as  perfons  of  uncommon  ta-P 
lentSf    But  they  dwell  with  particular  emphafis  . 
on  the  merits  of  the  amiable  Frenchman  whom 
they  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  engage.    The 
^unt,  a  great  admirer  of  that  nation,  requefts 
to  have  him  introduced  to  hen     He  is  fent  for, 
?ind  prefently  appears.  "  Goodlack  !'*  flie  imme-* 
diately  exclaims,  '^  this  is  my  peterfburg  coach- 
^'  man !"    The  ci-devant  coachman .  lofes  no- 
thing of  his  prefence  of  mind  at  this  difcovery  ; 
but, ,  expreffing  his  joy  at  finding  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, kilTes  her  hand  ;  and  (he,  according 
(p  tl^e  ruflian  cuftom,  prefents  to  him  her  cheek : 

thus 
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m  the  fiHincr  trail,    lliede*. 
the  finallrft  ncrfian  iathc 
tiirmlfwgi  viui  tKnusz 
z  Frendmon  -*  od  the 
K  ndier  incmfad  b^ 
of  his  bang  knovn  to  the 
Mm  a  good  chaiacker.    The 
o.eii'  crm  hnmi  nmces  in  company 
the  gcfldaoKn  of  the  hode^  the  peter^ 
■Bt  fits  dcmxt  to  a  poitj  at  Ombirey  and 
diKit  uiODnivB  vitn  tbe  roooUccbofi  of 
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Tire  Sources  whence  thefir^goiDg  Miftory  Is  drawn  iNrk* 
tlie  following : 

>         '  "  * 

Litopls  Ne/torova.  —  Chronicle  of  Neftpr,  i  vol.  4ta. 
St.  Petcrfburg,  1767.  —  This  chronicle  waa  publifhcd 
from  a  manufcript  found  at  Koenigfburg,  arid  has*  been 
'tfynfidet^d  by  the  ablefl  critics  as  the'moft  -faithial  of  all. 
Neither  the  Poles,  the  Bohemians,  the  Serbes,.  the.Vendcs', 
ttor  any  other  of  the  flavonxan  nations,  are  able  to  boail  of 
an  hiflorian  of  fuch  high  antiquity.  He  was  bom  ifi 
1 056,  and  at  the  age  of  fixteen  entered  himfelf  of  the  pet- 
iieherDcian  monail?ery  at  Kief,  wh\:re  he  died  at  a  pretty 
advanced  age.  His  reputation  for  purity  of  life  obtained 
him  a  place  among  the  faints.  His  work  dofes  with  the 
•year  1115-  With  the  follbwing  year  commences  the  nar- 
rative of  his  continuator  Sylvefter,  dean  of  the  monaftery  of 
St.  Michael  at  Kief,  and  afterwards  bifhop  of  PereiaflaW. 
The  other  continuators  of  this  chronicle,  whiclr  breaks  off 
*at  the  year  tao6,  are  not  known. 

•    The  ftyle  of  Neftor  is  phin  and  iimple  throughout ;  ft 

being  chiefly  his  intent  to  preferve  the  remembrance  of 

h£i%  without  embellifhment.    His  fimplicity,  however^  does 

not  entirely  exclude  eloquence.      He  fays  nothing  of  tht 

'memoirs  which  he  followed  for  the  times  anterior  to  tboft 

vbl  which  he  wrote :  but  it  is  eafy  to  difcover  that  he  did 

'not  work  upon-  merely  oral  tradrtion,  and  that  he  had  be* 

'fere'him  the  manufcripts  which  he  has  negkded  to  cjti» 

'It  is  f roved  by  aQthenti#doeument9>  thtt* fo  early- as  the 

%'    '  timt. 
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tine  of  Olegt  in  the  ninth  ccntuiy,  the  Ridfedi  bad  tW 
srt  of  writiagy  fine^  from  that  period  they  made  tefti^ 
mentSy  coatraftt,  and  trcaticv.  Neftor  and  hit  continaa- 
Um  haTC  been  careful  to  note  down  in  their  chronicle  the 
appearance  of  eomefif  cclzpfet^  and  other  celeftial  jdueno- 

ttena. 

Leto^  NiioMva.  -^  Chronicle  6f  Nikon,  a  vol.  410.' 
fit.  Peterflrarg,  1767.  —  Tbia  chronicle  ia  not  properly 
the  work  of  tbe  patriarch  Nikon,  whom  we  have  fcen  play- 
ing a  gieat  part  onder  the  reign  of  tzar  Aletcy.  But  that 
Relate  employed  fotoe  of  the  leifure  procured  him  by  hia 
dilgrace»  io  eoDeding  a  great  number  of  chronicles,  col* 
luting  thesd,  correding  one  by  the  other,  perhaps  £bme« 
times  in  altering  them  ;  and,  having  done  this,  he  nnade  a 
copy  of  the  whole,  in  wliich  he  placed  fo  sKuch  confidence^ 
that  he  pronounces  an  anathema  againll  any  who  fboulA 
dare  to  make  any  alteration  in  it.  1  his  work  brings  ua 
dovra  to  the  reign  of  taar  Alexey ;  but  tbe  two  volumes 
that  are  printed  conclude  at  the  iovafioa  of  RuSa  by  thm 
Tartaia. 

.Ktifga  Stepeundia^  a  vol.  410.  St.  Peter/btfrg,  1777.  ~ 
The  book  of  degrees  —  fo  entitled  becaute  in  it  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  foveic^ns  of  Ruffia  is  difpofed  according  to  the 
wder  of  tbeir  defcent  3  thus,  when  the  fsxber  has  £>r  his 
iacceiFor  his  fon  and  his  grandfon,  they  together  fvaa  oidy 
Ane  degree ;  and  another  degree  commences  ^^lea  the  throne 
toafies  to  a  collateral  heir.  This  book  is  uot  a  e^ronidc, 
Jbut  a  hiftory  begun  in  the  f9urtceniii  ceixtuty  by  tbe  m^ 
isopiolitiin  Kyprian,  in  the  reign  of  Dmitry  ^ooflcy,  ^i^ 
4)ontiniKd  ia  the  iixtccnth.  ceotury  by  tbe  .ja^trops^iw 
Idakhary  under  tzar  Ivan  Vall^ievitch.  "X^  ffP^  ¥  V^ 
ilflfervadljr  efteemed,  and  the  copies  of  it  were  accok4i%g]f 
Jl^idt^i^  t$  it.  laft  it  was  printed  by  the.<iire  of  ^ 
;k«rnad  M.  Mujleri  oo»nlielW>*f  the  colk^^  of  |bri%^ 
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•ffaibv  so)d  mutt>{  the  moft  illullrious  membccB  of  t))«  |fC9* 
icmy  of  fciences  at  St.  Pe^criburg.  The  authors  of  it*, 
however,  arc  juflly  reprehenfibki  for  having  fometimca  too 
lightly  deviated  from  the  text  of  the  ancient  writers  <^ 
'  itic  chronicles,  for  fupplying  the  place  of  it  with  faUe  ao^ 
ridiculous  traditions,  and  often  fpoiling  their  work  by  ao- 
,«ount8  of  prodigies  for  the  fake  of  pleafing  the  monies  oT 
their  time.  They  had  no  notion  of  the  rules  of  found  crL^ 
ticifra ;  and  their  ftyle,  though  dignified,  is  often  turgt^ 
and  fails  of  infpiring  us  with  the  fame  confidence  as  that  q£ 
the  honefl  Neflor  and  his  contiauators* 

Taarflvennoy  Letopijfctu    —  Tzarian   chronicle^    i   v<rf. 
^to.    St,  Peterfbiirg,   1772.. —  It   conduds  us  frpm  tjbr 
year  11 14  to  the  year   1472;  but  there  is  a  confiderabfe- 
fibafm  in  it.     Every  tranfadlion,  in  the  original  manuforip^ 
is  accompanied  with  a  miniature  rcprefentation  of  it.     |t 
may  be  conjedured,  that  this  copy,  being  ornamented  at  fo 
great   e^ipence,  was  made  for  tzar  .\Iexey,  who  was  ttxf 
curious   of   information.      Though   it   be  not   extrcmelv' 
ancient,  it  is  not  the  lefs  worthy  of  confidence,  and  fliouki 
be  conSdered  as  an  extra^,  carefully  made  from  the  anciei^t: 
chronicles  written  by  contemporaries  with  t-jhe  faAs.     The 
chronological  order  is  accurately  preferved  in  it;^  the  vcq^ 
flyle  of  the  authors  is  retained,  and  the  various  pbseacUBcai^ 
of  the  fkies  are  noted. 

Drevney   Leto^Ufets.  —  Ancient  chronicle,  2*  voL    ^tOm 
St.  Peterfburgj  1774 — 75.  —  It  is  printed  from  a  ^py 
ornamented  like  the  foregoing,  and  made  for  the  ufcj  it 
may  be  prefumed,  of  the  fame  prince.     It  runs  on  from  the 
reign  of  Alexander  Neffky  to  the  year  1424, 

7zarfive7tnaia  Kniga,  —  The  tzariaii  book,  i  vol.  4to.' 
St.  Peterfburg,  1769.  —  This  is  another  copy,  refcmbling. 
ths  two. former.     It  contains  the4iiflory  of  t^ar'tvan'Vaf- 

£]UevitcLy. 
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iBt^itdi*  to  Che  yietr  I553»  who  followed  the  conqtctL  of 
Kazan. 

Optfanu  Kttiazia  Kwrhfltas^.  —  Hiftory  of  tzar  Ivad 
ValHlieWtchy  by  pffnce   Kourbfkoy.    The  author  w^  i 
witoefa  of  fnoH  of  the  fa&»  which  he  relates ;  having  fenred 
at  the  fiege  of  Kazan,  and  having  had  a  command  duriir^^ 
the  war  of  Livonia.     Having  fallen  under  the  difpleafur^ 
vf   tzar  Ivan,   an^  dreading  his  vengeance,  he  fled  intoF 
Poland*     Frotti  this  place  of  his  retreat  he  addrefles  his 
"irork  to  that  prince  himfelf,  particularizing  and  reproach- 
ing him  boldly  with  his  cruelties.      The  tzar  condefcended 
•to  anfwcf  hiixl ;  and,  without  denying  the  fad*  with  whieh 
1m  is  chatged,  he  related,  in   vindiditibn  of  himfelf,  tk^ 
^caufes  of  complaint  he  had  againft  his  fubjefts.     The  pef- 
fennance  of  Kourbfkoy  and  that  of  the  tzar  are  two  valoa- 
Ue  monuments  which  are  preferved  only  in  the  manulcript. 
Letofu  0  MiateyaU*  —  Chronicle  of  the  troubles  of 
Mofco,  t  tol.    Svo.    St.  Peterfburg,  i77i«  —  It  bcgitfs 
at  the  reign  of  Fcodor,   fon  of  tzar  Ivan  VaAltievitch^ 
and  ends  at  the  rt- ign  of  Alexey.     tf  the  author  has  not 
dived  into  the  cabinets  of  thofe  who  were  at  the  head  of 
afiairs  in  the  timefi  whereof  he  writes^  he  was  at  leaft  very 
Well  infohbed  of  whatever  could  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
'•  private  attentive  obfervcr.     The  epocha  which  he  com^^ 
prifes  is  one  of  the.  moft  interefting  in  all  the  hiftory  o( 
'  Ittfiut. 

$ino^Sf  \  vol.  8vo.  St.  Peterfbiirg.  The  work  of  a  cre- 
dtlous  monk ;  being  a  dr)-  abridgement  of  a  part  of  rulilan 
lliftory,  where  fome  important  tranfa^lions  are  haflily  no- 
tkedy  while  the  author  dwells  with  fatisfaciion  on  a  numbex' 
of  idle  asd  abfurd  tales,  invented  in  the  cloifters.  This 
'  littk  book  went  through  feren  editions ;  becaufe  nothing 
ketter  iMUi  then  been  publifhed. 
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Tatko  tL^ff0t9y  IJtmtL  —  Abxidgmcni  of  ruOaii  hif'* 
tory^  I  vol.  8vo.  Mofko,  1 770.  —  An  excellent  work 
of  prince  Kbilkofy  ambaflador  from  Raffia  in  Sweden,  and 
detained  prifbner  by  the  Swedes  contrary  to  the  laws  of  na- 
tionsf  when  Peter  I.  in  1700  declared  war  againft  Charles 
XII*  He  died  when  juft  on  the  point  of  reooTcring  his 
h'berty,  and  it  was  during  his  captivity  that  he  wrote  this 
work,  which  he  finifhcs  at  the  battle  of  Pultava. 

Kawmfkak  Ifforiitu  — -  Htftory  of  ELa^an,  by  M«  Ritch* 
kof,  I  vol.  8vo.  St.  Peterfburg,  1767.  —  The  author 
drew,  up  his  work  from  a  chronicle  which  he  found  at 
Kazan,  and  he  has  enriched  it  vrith  feveral  curious  invefti- 
gations. 

Vvcdii^  k  Afiraltbanfh^  Topograflm*  -—  Introdu£bon 
to  the  topography  of  Aftrakhan,  i  vol.  8vo.  St.  Peterf- 
burg,  ^I774»  —  Al  work  of  the  fame  author. 

'^ptffmiU  SluUbdUf  KqffaiuUlnihfia  do  Jxova.  — -  Account 
of  the  events  which  rdate  to  the  city  of  Azof,  t  vol.  8vo. 
St.  Peteribuig,  1768.  —  The  learned  work  of  i/t.  Baer, 
profefibr  of  oriental  languages  at  the  academy  of  fciences 
at  St.  Petersburg.     The  original  is  in  gcnnan. 

Izveft^a  Fhba9iHt^iU>  tfioriiof*  — -  Eztrads  from  the 
byzantine  hiitorians.  -—  M.  Stritter  has  under  this  title  col- 
le&ed  all  the  paffagcs  in  the  hiftorians  of  Byzantium  that 
relate  to  the  northern  hives  who  contributed  to  the  ruin  of 
the  roman  empire. 

(fioriya  &iifhfia'sa.  —  Hiftory  of  the  Scythians,  r-^  A 
If  ork,  in  manufcript  of  the  ftolnik  Li^of,  who  lived  under 
the  reign  of  tzar  Mikhajla  Pheodorovitch.     It  would  be  ^ 
very  ufeful,  if  it  were  not  fuperfeded,  as  to  the  hiftory  of 
the  Tartars  pf  Kazan  and  Aftrakhan,  by  the  writings- of « 
M.Ritchkof. 

Kraiiay  l^Oopiffas  Lomonofova*  —  Brief  chronology,  of 
Lomonofof,  i  vol,    8vo.    St.  Peteriburg,  1760.  —  It  is 
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impoiBbk  to  include  more  matter  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  fifty 
pages.  This  little  work  is  followed  by  the  gencal6g^'  of 
the  monarchs  of  Ruffia,  and  their  alliances. 

Roveft  0  Samtmvantfakh*  —  Hillory  of  the  impoflors,  by 
piioce  Schtfcherbatof,  i  vol.  8vo.  St.  PctcrAurg,  1774. 
Undcr  this  titk  the  author  has  compiled  the  hiftory  of  *thc 
adventurers,  who,  under  fialfe  names,  have  attempted  to 
ufurp  the  ^throne  of  Rufiia.  This  work  is  almoft  entirely 
taken  from  th«  chronicle  of  the  troubles  of  Mofco,  and  the 
abridgment  of  prince  Khilkof.  Annexed  to  it  is  a  rela- 
tion of  the  outrages  of  Stenka  Radzin. 

Jfiorlya  Roffiifltdia   Tat'tfchtfche^oa.  —  Hiftory  of  RuiCa, 
by  M.  Tatifchtfchcf,  privy-cOunfcllor,  3  vols.  4to.  —  The 
thor,  who  lived  under  the  emprefs  Anne,  took  on  himfdf 
nearly  the  fame  tafk  with  Nikon.     It  is  fcarcely  pofliblc  to 
imagine  that  any  one  has  ever  coUedied  and  collated  fuch  a 
great  number  of  chronicles  as  this  writer.    He  induftrioufly 
employed  himfelf  for  thirty  years  in  correAing  and  com- 
pleting thefe  chronicles  one  from  the  other,  in  modernizing 
the  ftyle,  and  in  making  immenfe  refearches  into  the  antiqui* 
tits  of  his  country,  from  which  he  has  drawn  bold  confe- 
quences>  frequently  very  doubtful.     As  he   feldom  cites 
the  chronicles  he  has  followed,  and  gives  no  reafon  for  his 
preferring  fome  to  the  others,  what  degree  of  confidence 
fhould  be  placed  in  his  work  cannot  be  afcertained.     He 
had  brought  it  down  to  the  reign  of  Feodor,  fon  of  tzar 
Ivan  VaflHlicvitch ;  but  the  three  volumes  that  are  printed 
terminate*  at  the  invafion  of  the  Tartars,  and  the  reft  was 

loft  in  a  fire. 

IJortya  Rq/pl/kata  in.  Schtfcherhatova.  —  Hiftory  of  Rufiui» 
by  prince  Schtfcherbatof,  3  vols.  4to.  St.  Peterfburg,  1770 
— 7 1  and  7^.  -—  The  author  always  cites  his  authorities, 
which  upon  reference  are  at  often  found  to  corrtfpond.     If 

the 
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the  prime  c}iamder  of  a  hxftorian  be  the  love  of  troth, 
this  prince  deferves  the  higheft  praifes.  . 

Jhie  Petra  FM^o.  —  Life  of  Peter  the  Great,  t 
▼ok.  4to.  -—  printed  for  the  firft  time  in  the  flaTonian 
language,  at  Venice,  and  reprinted  in  1 774  at  St.  Peterfbvrg, 
with  notes  by  prince  Schtfcherbatof*  A  work  aboundiog  m 
curious  remarks.  The  author  being  only  intent  on  the  v» 
racity  of  his  narrative,  is  carelefs  of  omtment.  He  is  faid  . 
to  be  a  prelate  of  a  flavonian  church  in  the  turkifh  domi- 
nioos. 

Iftoryla  Petra  Fe&idtg^.  —  Hiftory  of  Peter  the  Great, 
by  Pheophane  Prokoporitch,  archbifliop  of  Novgorod,  i 
vol.  8vo.  St.  Peterfburg,  1773.  -—  The  author  had  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  hia  hero,  who  frequently  conde- 
fcendcd  to  aik  his  advice.  His  work  fini/hes  after  the 
battle  of  Pultava.  It  is  thought  by,  fome  perfons  that  this 
book  is  falfely  attributed  to  tlie  archbi(hop  of  Novgorod  | 
it  is  certain,  neverthclefs,  that  the  original  manufcript  was 
correded  by  the  hand  of  that  prelate,  and  that  he  noted 
in  the  margin  the  new  inquiries  he  intended  to  nuke. 

journal  Petra  Veilkago.  —  Journal  of  Peter  the  Greats 
2  vol.  4to.  St.  Peteriburg,  1770.  —  If  that  prince  did 
not  himfelf  write  this  journal,  he  at  lead  caufed  it  to  be 
written,  under  his  own  infpedtiony  and  corre^ed  it  with  his 
own  hand  in  a  great  number  of  places.  It  was  given  to 
the  public  by  prince  Schtfcherbatof,  who  has  added  to  it 
fome  papers  of  importance  taken  from  the  archives. 

Opjffamc  SiHr/iago  T%arfiva,  •— *  Defoription  of  the  king- 
dom of  Siberia,  i  vol.  4to.  St.  Peterfburg,  1750.  — 
The  learned  work  of  M*  MuUcr,  corroborated  by  a  grtat 
variety  of  original  documents. 

Sibir/kdia  Ifloriya.  —'Hiftory  of  Siberia,  by  M.  Fifchcr, 
profeffor  of  the  academy  of  fcienceaat  St.  Peterfbiirg,  1  vol. 
4to.    St.  Petersburg,  1774. ' —  The  author  has  made  con- 
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fidertUe  afe  of  M.  Mii]kr*8  work,  to  wliich  he  iMU  sdM 
many  learned  and  cnrioss  refnarks  of  Us  own. 

Ofifuue  Zimii  XMmi/haiii*  —  DefcripPtkm  of  Kant- 
flialtka,  by  KraKhcninnikofy  t  vols.  410.  St.  PeterAnsg, 
jyjj.  ..  The  aotlior,  being  fent  to  KamtOiatka  by  tbe 
aKademy  of  fcienoes,  compofed  his  work  from  his  own  ob- 
farrationsy  and  thofe  of  Stellery  member  of  that  academy, 
and  died  at  TinflMo,  in  1745,  on  his  tttvim  from  Ids 
Etenry  tniTels. 

Dnvmdia  JRoff^aia  i/iortya  Lomono/ova.  «—  Ancieot 
Uftory  of  Ru£Ba,  by  Lomonoiof,  i.  vol.  4I0.  St.  Petcrf- 
l^ufg*  1766.  —  The  author  was  the  beft  poet  of  his  coun- 
try, and  at  the  &me  time  an  excellent  profe^writer :  bat 
be  was  deftitute  of  that  critical  judgment  which  is  the  chief 
quality  of  an  hiftorian. 

T^hnefiaUbf^a-  SotchinemyA^  to  vols.  S^o.  —  Thh  \% 
n  journal  pttbliflicd  monthly  by  the  imperial  academy  of 
fdences  at  St.  Peteriburg,  from  1755  to  1765.  It  con- 
tains a  great  number  of  very  important  htftoridal  pieces,  the 
greater  part  compofed  by  the  learned  M.  MuUer,  well 
known  for  his  indefatigable  refearcbes  into  ruffian  hiftory, 

Jhtnmdia  Roffii/kdia  FMtfhUa,  --^  Ancient  mSan 
Lbnuy,  10  vols.  8vo.  -^  A  colle6lkoli  of  onginal  authen- 
tic pieces,  drawn  from  the  cabinets  and  archives,  and  pub* 
liihed  by  M.  Novikof.  Among  them  are  iieveral  articles  of 
great  importance. 

Ra%Mdsmi  o  voinc  t  Sbvedfieiu*  —  Differtation  on  the 
war  with  Sweden,  by  baron  ^lafirof,  vice-chancellor  of  the 
ruffian- empke,  l  voL  i2mo.  St>  Petierfburg,  1722.  — 
It  isa  manufcript  written  by  order  of  Peter  L  and  under 
his  infpedion.  It  deferves  to  be  confuked  by  nS  who 
would  ftudy  tbe  hiftory  of  that  prince. 

IJtwiya  Roffii/kaia  Tfih^JrmUfmn.  ^  Hiftory  of  RuSa, 
in  manufcript.  —  The  aathor  is  a  foreigner  who  lived  in 

the 
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the  i^igir  of  Belcr  L  The  frequent  gallicifins  that  occur 
in  his  rub  diAkm  lead  aoe  to  think  that  he  was  a  French* 
Qian,  He  knew  nothing  of  the  ruffian  chronidea,  and  haa 
foUowed  the  livoniany  fwedifh^  and  poliih  hiflorians.  He 
may  be  taxed  with  very  freqnent  mtftakeSy  and  mafk  therefore 
he  confulted  with  dlftruft,  though  he  is  not  without  utility^  ^ 
efpecialiy  as  to  the  hlftory  of  tzar  Ivan  VaffiUicvitch.  That  ^ 
prin<^  in  the  laft  years  of  his  life  {truck  fuch  terror  int9 
bis  fubje£b,  that  the  Ruifiai^  no  longer  dared  to  cpnunit 
anything  to  paper.  Accordingly^  for  a  period  of  feveral 
years,  it  is  only  from  foreigners^  who  were  at  war  with 
them,  or  who  traTellcd  among  them»  that  anything  is  to 
be  learnt  of  their  hiftory* 

Povfe4tufmja  nafifti  vcpiim  tita^d  MUbdUa  PbnJoro^ 
vitchd  f  Akxeija  MithdiloviubM*  -—  Journals  of  the  courfe 
of  times  of  the  tzars  Mikhada  Pheodorovitch  and  Alexey 
Mikha'iloyitch,  2  vols.  4to.  Mofco,  I769,  -—  Thefe  me« 
iQQirs  inform  us  on  what  days  the  fovercigns  dined  in  fiate^ 
what  officers  of  the  court  waited  at  tablct  in  what  manner 
ibrdgn  ambafladors  were  received,  what  officers  were<fent 
to  meet  them,  &c.  But  they  likewife  prefent  us  with  fome 
hiftorical  fads,  which  are  of  the  mod  confummate  authen- 
ticity. 

Rodqflovi  Imperator/koi'famrti.  ~  Genealogy  of  the  im- 
perial  houfe.  —  This  manufcript,  the^work  of  fome  literary;.  , 
man,  ought  to  be  confulted  as  containi%;Vfoine^]fillorical-  «fr 

Rerum  Mofcoviiamm  commentarH  SigsfniuStt  wiri  iarimU 
in  Herktr/lam.  B^ledf  157 it  i  voL  folio.  —  Commen* 
tary  of  baron  Herberftain,  on  Ruffia.  —  The  author  waa 
twioe  fent  on  embaffies  to  Rvffia,  firft  by  the  eihp^rdr'  • 
Maximilian,  and^  afterwards  by  the  ^mperW.,.F^t4Jin«idr 
He  took  much  pains  to  acquire  information,  and  he  im-> 
parts  it  libeiatty  t0  his  readers*    It  may  be  here  remarked, 
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that  federal  of  the  works  written  in  latin  concerning  RuiBa, 
in  the  fixteenth  centuryi  are  far  fnperior  to  anything  that 
has  (ince  appeared  from  foreigners  toiiching  that  empire. 

MofcovldB  defcf'tptioy  auSore  Alexandra  Guagntno  Venmenfi, 

—  Dcfcription  of  Rtiflia,  by  Alexander  Guagnmi,  of  Ve- 
rona. —  This  author  enters  at  large  into  the  cruelties  of 
tzar  Ivan  Vaffillievitch.'  He  appears  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  the  chronicle  of  prince  Kurbfkoy,  and  that 
he  has  traiiflated  entire  fedlions  from  it.  Guagnini  had  a 
command  at  Viteprfk,  a  place  then  belonging  to  Poland,  and 
bordering  on  Riillia^  Here  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
Tor  learning  many  particulars  from  the  Ruffians  who  fled 
into  Poland  to  avoid  the  cruelties  of  their  fovereign,  and  it 
18  not  linlik^ly  that  he  was  in  connedUon  with  prince 
Kurblkoy.   '  - 

Joannh  BqfiTidis^  magni  Mofchovla  ducts ^  vlta^  a  Pauh 
OderhornlOf  tribus  Ubris,  confcripta.  —  Life  of  Ivan  Vaflillic^ 
vitch,  by  Paul  Oderborn.  —  It  is  rather  a  x'iolent  decla- 
mation again  (I  the  t7.ar>  than  a  hiftory  of  that  pnnce. 
Great  confufion  prevails  in  this  work;  and  /that  defed  is 
not  compenfated  by  the  accuracy  of  the  tranfa^ions. 

H'tftoria  belli  Llvoniel^  quod  magnui  Mofchovitarum  dux 
iontra  Livones  gejftt^  per  TUmannum,  Bredenhachhtm  confcripla. 

—  Hiftory  of  the  war  of  the  grand-duke  of  Mofcovy  againft 
the  Livonians.  —  A  work  written  under  the  didiation  of  a 
prieft.     It  is  accurate  in  regard  to  the  principal  fads. 

;  Thefe  three  works,  that  of  Herberftain  and  feme  others^ 
9re  comprized  in  a  colle^lion,  entitled,  Rirum  Afo/ciaviti' 
carumferiptores  varii,  Franio/urti,  1 700.  foh'o* 

'  jitUonii  Pojfevm  Mofihojaka*  —  Mofcovy,  by  perePoffe- 
vin,  1  vol.  folio,  1587.  -—  This  jefuit  was  f«nt  on  an  em- 
baffy  in  1581,  to  tzar  Ivan  Vaifilltevitcb>  by  pope  .Grq^ry 
XIII.   .  His  teftimony  is  of  great  weight  as  to  the  obje^h 
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of  hisnei^o^iatiQiit  vid  he  may  be  trufted  m  his  relation  of 
the  jcuftoms  and  tranfadions  to  which  he  was  witnefs. 

Eua  de  Pjgmfirc  de  Rt^ffie  et  grauJ  ducbe  dc  Mofcovie^  fat 
h  tapuaine  Margaret.  Parity  1669.  «The  author,  after 
having  ferved  in  France,  where  he  was  boroi  was  captain  of 
a  company  of  guards  formed  by  tzar  Dmitry,  commonly 
called  the  firil  falfe  Demetrius.  He  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  that  impoftor,  or  that  prince,  and  deferves  to  be  con- 
fulted. 

Iter  in  Mofcbovlamf  ^c.  —  Travels  into  Mofcory,  by 
baron  Mayerberg.  folio.  —  The  auth(ur  was  ambaflador 
from  the  emperor  to  tzar  Alexcy  Mikhailovitch ;  and  is 
worthy  of  confidence  in  what  he  relates  as  having  feen. 

Travels  in  Tartary^  MqJcvoj^  and  Perfiay  by  Adam  Olea- 
rius :  foRo*  1728.  •—  The  author  communicates,  a  fmall 
number  of  fa^ls,  with  defcriptions,  curious  enough,  of 
feveral  cuftoms. 

Genealogical  biftory  of  tbe  Tartars f  by  the  khan  Abulgafi 
Baatur  —  The  antient  relations  between  the  Ruflians  and 
the  Tartars,  render  this  work  of  importance  to  the  biftory 
of  Ruffia. 

Dtarium  itineris  in  Mofcoviam  dam.  de  Guarient  et  RaUf  mb 
imperatare  Leopddo  /.  ad  t%arum  Petrum  Jilexiovicium  ahh" 
gati  eMiraor£nariif  defcriftum  a  Joanne  Georglo  Korbf  feereta' 
rio  ableg<dionu  Ca/aria.  Viewut  au/iriaf  folio,  —  This  work 
is  extremely  rare,  and  fells  at  a  high  price,  jt  was  written 
by  John  George  Korb,  fecretary  to  the  embaiTy  from  th^ 
emperor  Leopold  I.  to  Peter  I.  in  1698,  and  contain^  the 
partieulars  of  the  punishments  and  tortures  to  which  the 
revolted  ftrelicfes  were  condemned.  As  the  tzar,  on  this 
occafion,  wreaked  his  vengeance  by  the  moft  horrid  cruelties, 
it  is  faid,  that  tbe  oojivt  of  Vienna  fupprefied  all  tbe  copies 
of  tbi»  boqk,  except  a  few  that  had  already  got  abroad. 
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Mtmrnriu  poitr  farmr  m  Phyimre  jk  tea^ite  n^fkn^  Jmu 
Pierre  k  grand^  par  un  wiv^re  HroHger^  rifidad  tm  ewtte  eomrm 
Laffaje,  1725.  2  toIs.  itma»  —  The mitlior of  tUs  work 
18  not  mentioned ;  but  it  is  cerUio  that  be  Tifitcd  md  fbl^ 
lowed  the  court  of  Ruffia  from  17 14  to  1719-  He  l^ieaks 
the  tnitht  and  moft  of  the  fa^s  he  relates  were  ftiU  rccoj- 
ieded  bf  perfons  alive,  not  many  years  ago.  Whether  he 
were  in  reality  a  minifter  from  fome  fatdgn  power,  or 
whether  that  quality  was  falCely  attributed  to  him  by  hk 
editor,  is  uncertain.  The  fame  work  appeared  under  the 
following  title,  Nouveaux  menunres  fwr  teUU  prefrnt  de  la 
grande  Rnffu  on  Mo/c^vk,  par  un  AUemand  refideat  en  cette 
cour,  Pariii  iJ^St  2  vols.  i2mo«  Which  of  the  two  edi- 
tions is  the  original  is  not  known. 

Htfiericid  accmmt  rf  the  rmfian  empkrty  iy  harom  Strablen* 
ierg^  1  vol.  4io.  •—  The  author  was  one  of  the  fwedifli 
officers  taken  prifosers  by  the  Ruffians,  and  feat  into  Siberia. 
He  certainly  had  oj^rtunities  for  obfenration  and  imfotry ; 
yet  his  woik  is  inferior  to  hie  reputation,  and  may  frequently 
niflead  the  redder.  "^ 

Hlftohre  de  P empire  de  Ruffie  fous  Pierre  k  grand,  pear  Vel' 
tmre.  «-  If  this  famous  author  had  been  better  forniflied 
with  materials,  by  thofe  who  engaged  to  do  fb,  Cram  his 
lively  and  plcafing  manner  of  writing  there  is  no  doubt  that 
his  work  would  have  been  a  maifteriy  pcrformanoe ;  whereas 
it  feems  to  be  entirely  compofed  from  motflated  and  ittjudi'- 
€K>us  extrafts  from  the  journal  of  Peter  the  Ghrcat:.  It  is 
manifeft  that,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  with 
Sweden,  he  was  even  left  in  igrnorance  of  the-etretmiftaiiecfi 
of  the  battle  of  Narva^  whkh  at  onee  ^iminiAied  the  glory 
^dievidors,  and  the  diigraee  of  the  vanquiAed.  A  Ger> 
man,  employed  in  the  afiairs  of  ^  cabinet,  wa»  cottttif- 
*fiottcd  to  fttpply  Vdtsire  witli  the  neceffiiry  doouncoti; 

but. 


My 
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biit,  eidier  li«e«ofe  1m  dicfoght  himfdf  ffij^ted  by  t^ 
tonan,  or  bc^afe  he^was  in-  the  intention  of  mtMng  mhUknf 
of  tbe  faitf^  pAnctt  he  negicAed  hi«  daty*  Tbc  wotk  of 
Vohaire  dfords  but  a  fmftil  numb«r  of  fadt  that  reft^a  tub* 
ftantial  aa^ofkiefi ;  and  he  was,  pcrhaptf^  coofcions  of  ilH 
defeas  of  his  book,  when  h^  f;dd :  ^'  I  would  hare  engmvcd 
**  on  my  tomb»  Hdre  Iks  the  man  wtid  attenlpted  to  cooa* 
«  pofc  Ac  Wftory  of  Peter  the  GwaU"* 

Ht/loire  des  revolutions  de  Perfe^  depmik  commemmad  3t 
ieJUck.  pMrisy  1750,3  vols.  i2mo.  -.—  The  author  addacci 
all  the  pieces  which  he  procured  at  ConftantinojSle  for  the 
tompoiition  of  his  work,  and  liighly  merits  the  confidence  of 
his  readers. 

Memoires  de  Catharine  /.  I  vol.  1 2  mo.  La  Hay e^  1718.  ^«- 
This  volume,  containing  very  few  fafts,  is  fweBed  with 
tranflations  of  ftate  papers. 

EJai  fur  la  b'Motheque  et  le  cabinet  /thifloire-naturelle  dt 
ratademie  dcs/ciences  de  S>  Peter/tourg^  par  yean  Bacmet/ler. 
S.  Peterjh.  1776.  \  vol.  8vo.  -J-  The  author  iath)dttcefl 
fome  hiflorical  fa£ls  into  his  work. 

The  Antidote ;  or  an  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  dbte 
d*jiuterocbe*s  hooky  tranjlated from  thefrench,  London^  I77'* 
—  In  a  bitter  invediive  againft  a  writer  of  g^at  levity,  fhia 
book  contains  fomc  curious  and  authentic  advertifements 
on  the  hiftoryj  the  produfia,  the  commerce,  and  the 
goVerDment  of  Ruifia.  The  original,  here  badly  tranflated^ 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  production  of  federal  authors,  all  well 
informed,  and  having  more  or  lefs  (hare  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion.  I  have  been,  told  that  it  was  the  joint  performance 
of  the  late  emprefs  Catharine  II.  and  ^unt  Feter  Sohu- 
valof. 

Hj/lmcsl 
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■ 

IS/Uricaif  poSticalf  and  ndSiafy  meimrt  tonc&mng  Rnffiai 
iy  gMteral  Ma^/kht.  Latu^f  4to.  *^  Tbe  autkor,  who  wi|» 
general  aid-dc-canip  to  fidd-maHhal  Municb^  was  witnds 
to  the  fi^  he  relates^  and  was  even  employed  in .  circum- 
ftuices  of  a  delicate  nature.  He  is  of  lenrice  in  xegard  to 
tiic  reigns  of  Peter  II.  the'empttlB  Aone>  the  young  Ivao, 
and  the  firft  years  of  Elizabeth.  The  eogliQi  tranflation  is 
extremely  inaccurate ;  kading  the  reader  into  numberlefs 
iniftakest  particularly  in  regard  to  dlfUAces,  the  word  mile 
being  uniformly  retained  from  the  german,  which  denotes 
a  meafure  nearly  fix  time^  as.  large  as  the  mere  englifh  reader 
would  be  led  hence  to  fuppofe. 

EJfatfur  k  commerce  de  Ruffle.  Amfierdam^  (Paris^)  1777. 
Xbis  fuperior  work  is  by  M.  Marbault,  formerly  fecretary 
to  the  envoy  from  France  to  Ruifia.  The  pubh'cation  wa^ 
furely  not  executed  under  his  infpe^rion,  as  fuch  mifiakes 
are  committed  in  the  names  of  perfons^  tribes,  and  places, 
that  they  are  fcarcely  to  be  known. 

Hi/Ury  of  the  northern  governments^  by  Mr.  WUBanuj 
2  vols.  4to.  The  part  devoted  to  the  hiftory  of  Ruifia 
contains  fome  truths  no  remarkable  obfervations,  a  great 
number  of  errors,  and  above  all  a  decided  partiality  againil 
the  Ruffians.  If  the  Ruflians  aie  beaten,  the  author  is  fure 
that  they  dcfcrvcd  it ;  if  they  arc  conquerors,  he  (hows  that 
tliey  had  no  right  to  be  fo.  But,  after '  having  copioufly 
exaggerated  the  defefts  of  their  government,  and  their 
ignorance  in  the  art  of  vTar,  and  in  naval  affairs,  he  pm-^ 
nounces,  that  they  are  able  to  cope  with  afi  the  powers  of 
Europe,  except  the  Englifh* 

.     Journal  von  Rufsland^  by  J  H,  Buffe^  1793>  &c.  —  A 
monthly  publication,  containing  a  great  variety  of  ufeful 

I 

ipaterials  for  the  hiflory  and  geography  of  Rufila. 

Hifioirt 
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.mhinthjmu^  et  da  meUleuri  b^krie$u  de  la  natioHffar  M,  >Zf-' 
«g/^.  Paris f  5;  vols.  i2mo.—  UnqueftionalAy'tbB  beft 
hiftory  that  ha8  hitherto  aj[>peared  of  that  empkv.  '•  • 

GefhtUite  Jes  ruffifcben  Racks  y  by  M^-MsrheL  ^L&pmg^ 
1795.  3  vols,  fmall  8vo.  -^^A  judickios  abilni£b  of  the 
foregoing.    . 

Schhehur* s  htylagm  %um  nanwrdfiukrtes  Rtf/HanJ,  H^oUL 
2  vols.  8vo.  1769,  1770. 

Schhetzn's  frohe  ruffifcher  annalen^  8vo.  176S.  ^-  The 
kamed  diTquifitions  and  elaborate  refearcheft  of  profeflbr 
Scbloetzer  are  too  well  known  and  efteemed  to  need  any 
farther  remark. 

Jfifntfchejkoye  ifleJonantyt  0  meftopoJefbenit  drewiago  Rof- 

^^ago   Ttmstarukasi/iago  httaflnuatya^    £cc.  -^   Hiftorica! 

•xanUnation  into  the  iituation  of  the  antient  mffian  prinoi* 

pality  of  Tmutarakan.     Publiihcd  by  command  of  her  im« 

perialmajefly,  1794. 

Ifioriifch^oye  i  titpografifeh^fyye  ofnffat^e  geroirf  Mof- 
iofsioi  gubmnis  icb  i^efdasm.  «— -  Hiftorical  and  topographi- 
Gj^l  description  of  the  townft.of  the  mofcovian  govemmeat 
aii4  their  circles.  Mof<»»  1768*  —  This  government  being 
one  of  the  moil  importani  in  the  empire^  and  the  accounts 
of  it  hitherto  paUidied  bctfig  extremely  defeAive*  the  work 
liere  mentioned  may  be  reckoned  ambng  the  moft  interefting 
contributions  to  the  topography  of  RuiSa.  The  defcrip^ 
tion  of  the  capital  is  indeed  only  a  dry  regifter  of  fa£ts» 
affording  little  entertainment  in  the  penifaly  bnt  the  data 
there  collected  render  it  highly  welcome  to  geographers  by 
profeflion»  as  enabling  them  to  re&ify  many  omiilions  and 
uiiftakes  that  have  dipt  into  the  defcriptions  of  Bufching^ 
?ind  other  writers* 

Mofltva. 
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.  4f^f%f.  Situjtizu  mom  J$hm  JU^.  X'C^SYf  1799- 
^  TIiIp  1t?dy  and  cntertiuiiiQg  iittle  work»  togedier  with 
tlitt  hft  moitiofled*  has  forniflMld  tfae  greater  put  of  what 
IS  found  under  that  head  in  thi»  Toloaie. 

Ptimit/cbatuya  na  i/loriyu  drevniya  i  muufch'niya  RoffBgof- 
fod,  LeUeria.  —  Remarks  00  the  antient  and  modern  hif- 
tory  of  Ruffia  by  M.  le  Clerc,  by  major  general  Ivan  Bokin* 
St.  Pctcrft.  4788.  —  The  great  rcpuUtion  which  the 
author  of  this  work  has  obtained  by  k  in  his  own  country, 
has  even  cictted  the  curiofity  of  foreigners,  feveral  of  whom 
have  publicly  exprefled  their  wiffaes,  that  fome,  at  leail,  of 
the  more  important  chapters  of  it  were  conveyed  into  aa> 
other  language.  The  extra£^s  that  appear  in  thefe  volnmcs 
of  rufliaa  hiftoiyy  contain  the  mbft  intcrefting  remark^  of 
that  atithor,  (to  the  regret  of  'all  true  antiquaries  now  no 
more)  on  numerous  and  very  different  fubje^s  of  the  hiftory, 
the  politics,  the  religion,  the  manners  and  ulages  of  hit 
country,  in  which  all  the  polemical  attacks  upon  the  firench 
hiftorian,  are  either  entirely  omitted,  or  fo  hx  fupprefied,  as 
to  ftand  m  no  effential  conne6don  with  the  paffiiges  to 
which  they  were  intended  to  relate:  The  difiicultkt 
at&eading  this  fele6Uon,  and  the  patns  which  it  coft  the 
tranflator  to  comprefs  the  grreater  part  of  fo  voluminous  a 
work  into  thefe  occafional  abftrads,  though  an  unapparent 
merit,  ii  yet  very  hard  of  attainment,  which  can  only  be 
appreciated  by  fuch  as  have  put  their  patience  and  their 
diUgence  to  a  fimilar  triaL 

Materiakn  %ur  iennttdft  des  Rufftfchen  retchs^  ven  Hon* 
rich  8torch.  -»  Materials  conducive  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  ruffian  empii'e. .  Rig^,  1 79^*  ^~  This  work,  occafionally 
publifhed  in  volumes,  is  an  ineilimable  colle^on  of  fuch 
piecesyongiilal  and  others,  as  throw  any  light  on  the  know- 
ledge 
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ledge  of  the  countiy,  affording  a  fource  of  topographical, 
hUloricaly  and  political  information  concerning  Ruflia,  which 
nothing  fhort  of  the  invincible  induilry,  and  diveriified  abiii 
lities  of  this  author  could  have  fumiHied,  and  by  which  he 
has  proved  himfelf  a  worthy  emulator  of  his  predecefTqri  of 
undecaying  fame  in  this  department,  Muller^  whofe  Samm« 
lung  Ruffifcher  Gefchichte  is  the  comer-ftone  of  nilfiaa 
iuiti<}uities. 


•9W9^ 
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N,  B»  The  numerals  refer  to  the  'volume ^  thefgures  to  the  f^f*' 


ytsoi^  negotiations  at,  broke  off",  ii.  page  295. 

Ahorigines^  remote  antiquity  of^  i.  67 

Abulgafe^  his  derivations  futile,  i.  28. 

jicadimy,  noble,  at  Mcfco,  ii.  398. 

JcroHi  the  inhabitants  oF,  their  religious  opinion,  i.  iij. 

A^ions^  the  moil  extraordinary,  expre£ed  in  the  fame  man- 
ner by  the  Slaves  and  the  Latins^  i.  64. 

A&ors  and  a^reffes,  at  Mofco,  ii*  406. 

^^iim  of  Bremen,  quoted,  i.  26,  27. 

Adje^i'ves  very  fimilar  in  flavonian  and  latin,  i.  6i. 

Adrian,  the  laft  patriarch  of  the  ruffian  church*  ii.  iji. 

Adi;erij,  latin,  i*  55. 

uEtius  drives  the  Huns  back  to  Pannonia«  i«  4. 

Agrafbinia,  a  ruffian  faint,  i.  94. 

Agriculture,  On  improved  principles,  ii.  440. 

AiX'la-CbapelUf  peace  of,  how  brought  about,  ii.  297* 

Alberik,  the  chronicle  of,  quoted,  i.  23. 

Alexander  Tarofiwiicbp  gains  a  complete  vidory  over  the 
Danes  on  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  1.  251.  Acquires  the 
furname  of  Neffky,  and  is  canonized,  293, 

jflexey  MUbailovitcb,  his  death  and  charader,  ii.  a8« 

^i^AT^y  i'//r0a;//ci&,  lofes  his  father's  affection,  ii,  102.  De* 
clared  to  have  forfeited  his  right  of  fucceffion,  ii.  107. 

Alienation  of  boors  apart  from  the  ellate,  firft  rife  of,  i«  349. 

Alma,^.  palace  on  the  river,  i.  402. 

Altranfladt,  hard  conditions  impofed  on  Ai:^a(los  at  the 
treaty  of,  ii.  83. 

Amazon^  favages  on  the  banks  of  the,  i.  49. 

AmtaffaJoTp  papal,  properly  anfwered  by  tzar  Ivan,  i*  333* 

\.^/riirri&jr  fprings  up  in  the  empire,  i.  287. 

Anathema,  denounced  by  the  patriarch,  ii.  38. 

Audrey  contributes  much  to  increafe  the  power  of  Vladimir, 

Andruffoff 
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Andruffoft  an  armiftice  agreed  on  at,  ii.  25, 

Aubatt-Zerhfti  Augufta  Sophia  Frederica  oU  married  to  the 
grand-duKe  Peter,  ii.  349. 

Anma^  a  grecian  princefs,  married  to  VUdimir  L  i*  202. 

Anna  I*vano^nat  duchefs  of  Courland,  nominated  eiiiprefss 
ii.  207.  Sends  troops  to  the  Rhine  to  ad  agaioft 
France,  214.  Dies'  at  St.  Peterlburg,  after  a  reign  of 
left  years,  233. 

Annif  daughter  of  tiie^oke  of  Mecklenburg,  ii.  242.  Re> 
ceives  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  grand-ducbefs  of  Raffia» 
250.  Seized  with  her  hulband  and  conveyed  to  prifon, 
271.  Confined  in  the  citadel  of  Riga,  278.  Conveyed 
to  Danamand,  and  thence  to  Kolmogor,  where  ihe  diiest 
279. 

Antes  and  Slavonians  fpoke  the  fame  language,  L  572* 

Anthony  Piter  Ulrica  duke  of  Holftein  Gottorp,  converted  to 
the  orthodox  greek  church,  ii.  294.  Accedes  to  the 
crowa  of  Raffia»  as  Peter  III.  339.  His  tmprndent  con* 
do£^,  ^50.  Openly  refifted  by  the  archbiihop  of  Novgo* 
rod,  352,  Negleds  to  be  crowned,  353  Degrading 
decoration  of,  360.    Deprived  of  Ins  life,  ^62. 

Antichrifi^  Peter  the  Great,  ii.  134. 

Apothecary ''gixdtn 9  at  Mofco,  ii.  387. 

Afraxin^  field'^marfhal,  letter  from  Peter  I.  to,  ii.  90. 
Abandons  Pruflla,  ii,  305.  Imprifoned  at  Narva,  he 
expires  on  hearing  of  the  overthrow  of  Beftuchef,  307. 

^rchhijhop  of  Novgorod,  fhut  up  in  a  monaftery,  i.  29^. 

Archhijhop,  caned,  ii.  163. 

Archimandrites t  i.  1 20. 

Ariansy  account  of  that  people,  1.  9. 

Arijiotle,  oT  Bolognaj  tak^n  into  fervice  by  Ivan  I.  i.  28J. 

Armorial  enfigns  of  Great  Ruffia,  1.  i  )4. 

Army^  eftabliibment  of  a  regular,  i.  369.    Improvements  in 

the,  it.  124. 
Artieies  of  the  treaty  ^gnt^  by  Oleg  and  Leo,  i.  154. 
Artillery^  the  art  of,  introduced,  ii.  124. 
Artifis  and  mechanics  fent  for  from   Germany,  i.   298. 

Brought  into  the  empire,  363. 
Arts  and  trades  introduced  by  Alexey  Mikhailovitch,  ii. 

.       112. 

Affisnhlies,  popular,  abolifiied,  i.   282.      Inftitauon  of,  ii. 

151- 
^;»^/|r,  general,  of  the  princesi  i.  230.  Noblej  at  Mofco, 
ii.  450. 

Ajfivtration^ 
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JJkwr^UBt  the  bigbeftt  i.  ^6j. 

AJtrakban^  Radzin^  fblloweri  executed  on  the  high  roads 

AiBos,  moanc,  greek  manvferipcs  farooght  from»  ii*  37$* 
Attila^  terror  and  deraftatioa  excited  by»  i«  41* 
AtHrt^  AmpUcity  of  Peter  the  Great's,  ii.  lOO.  - 
di'watit  called  by  Neftor  the  great  Ugret,  t*  6.     Accoant 

of  that  people^  L  8.      Farther  particolara  concerobg 

them,  1.  13. 
JiMguftuslll.  kingof  Pola&dy  ii.  814. 
Amjhia  and  Ruiia,  oaion  between,  difTolred,  9.  354« 
Auflritin  camp,  eontagioat  difeafes  in  the,  ii.  aa;. 
Axar^tnes,  the  TaKare,  i.  397. 
Jxoft  the  Tea  of,  pafied  by  tbe  Hans,  i.  3.    Peter  I.  refolvea' 

to  conftrud  a  fleet  in,  ii.  65.     And  its  territory^  ftipa* 

lated  to  lie  wafle  and  oacaltivated^  ii.  aay. 


B 

B^uay*  the  tartar  khan,  deftro^s  Pereiaflavl,  i.  to6. 

Baktfchifaray^  the  tzarian  palace  at,  i.  401. 

Balkf  lieutenant-general,  fecond  htifband  of  Anna  Moeos« 

ii.  170. 
Balladsy  old,  fang  in  the  villaees,  i.  96. 
Baltic^  the  raflian  arms  make  a  rapid  progrefs  on  the 

ihores  of  the,  ii.  84.     Connexion  with,  of  vaft  confe* 

quince,  99^     Dominion  of  the»  wrefted  from  SwedeOf 

144. 
Barbarians  make  all  martial  excalleDce  to  confift  in  braving 

death,  i«   179^ 
Ba/ebkirSf  mix  their  language  with  the  tartarian,  i.  1 8* 
Bajilf  Vladimir  L  takes  that  name,  and  marries  the  princels 

Anna,  i.  102. 
Ba/iliuj  and  Conftantine  require  Vladimir  to  be  baptized 

before  they  will  give  him  their  filler  in  marriage,  i.  201* 
Bajkakes^  tartarian  officers,  i.  352. 
Bapti/m,  ceremony  at,  i.  124.      Produces  but  little  change 

ID  the  temper  of  Olga,  i.  270.     Adminiftered  to  Vladi* 

mir  1.  aai. 
Baftifit  St.  John,  curious  ceremony  on  the  anniverfary  of» 

1.    122. 

Bior^  taught  to  perform  a  curious  ceremony,  ii.  163. 
Bearii  Ivan  caufes  malefa^ors  to  be  torn  to  pieces  by,  u 

VOL.  ]!•  K  K  Btard^ 


BiMfJ^  of  high  eftimtdon  ia  Roffiii,  i  35;,    Ordered  tQ\c 

fluv«d»ii.  i^Si 
Bila'vejst  Bielgorod,  the  white  towo»  i.  176. 
BiUya  Veflia,  three  towns  of  that  name*  u  410^ 
Bilgrkii^  articles  of  .pesce  figned  «t»  ii.  af6« 
Biu%  the  largeft  in  the  world*  ii.  371  • 
*BtUs'  coftom  of  ringiogt  k  i2i<    Ufed  fbrcailkig  caeaon^ 

it*  yd.  ^ 

Bely  bogue,  the  white  god,  i.  1 19, 
BMinxMkiUk  ttidxavagnd*  ir.  31&     * 
Beftuchif.  appointed  vice-chancellor,  ii*  a86.     Entirely  de« 

vom  to  Auftria,  306*.  ^l^lt'tede^ftr^eft«  507* 
Jf/^/rtranilated  into  flavoaian^  ik   134. 
BUig^r^dr  a  quarter  of  Molco»  ii«.3&e« 
Bird'tnarkit^  at  Mofco,  ii.  385. 

Birtn^  chamberlain  to  Abnt  lYaDOTaa^  oidered  mr  to  be 
brougl^it  with  her  into  Ruffia,  ii.  209.     [Where  the  word 
mt  is  bj  accident  .omitted.]     Comes  to  court,  213.    A 
ilatn  upon  the  memory  of  Anna  Ivanovna*  238.     Is  her 
all-powerful  minjon,  230.  His  execrable  barbarities^  241. 
Appointed  guardian  of'^the  young  emperor  Ivan,  244. 
On  the  pinnacle  oi  grandeur,  247.     ArreAed  by  general 
Mannftein,  2^1. 
J^/Vi/i  that  are  born  blind,  not  eaten,  i*  109. 
Black-bmk,  an  antientbookof  arithmetic,  u  423. 
Biagweft,  or  the  agreeable  found,  i.  1 27. 
BUukK\xi!^%t  u  137. 
Bliulit  a  traitorous  voycvode,  i.  191  •    His  OMrited  punilh-    . 

meot,  i.  193. 
j?0i»-i/ of  commerce  inlUtoted,  ii.  Z4$, 
Bogue^  the  antient  Hypanis,  i.  io6» 
Bohemians,  or  Tfchechs,  i.  41. 

Bolrjlaus  retakes  Kief,  i.  218.     Many  placet  takeu  by  him 
*  come  back  to  Ruilia,  222. 
Bolgannt  a  monk  of  the  holy  mountain,  i.  406. 
BolttHt  the  ruflian  antiquarian,  ii  31. 
Boorsi  tilled  the  ground  of  the  noblemaa  on  ftatcd  condi« 

tions,  i.  368. 
Boris  aiTui&nated  in  his  tent,  i.  217 
jff«ri/G9i/iai^  acquires  enormous  wealth,  i.  303. :  With  af- 

feded  reludance  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  crowned,  306. 
Barka,  or  Ardn,  empire  of,  i.  41. 
Boryftbtnet^  origin  of  that  appellation,   i.  39.     SviatoAaf 

obliged  to  winter  near  the  rocks  of,  i.   186. 
Bo/pborust  over  againii  Tamatarcha>  i,  408.     The  tauridan 
ftraitSj  429,  Bojar 
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J^4r«.ttiaBiier  of  hit  paraiiag  to  coirt,  i.  $$$m 

MtjfMTSf  what  they  wcre^  i.  ^29. 

B^mrfitoi  dvor  abrogate4»  it*  iso. 

MratuUt  a  dutch  bMt-^boSlder,  finit  far  by  Petar  I.  ii»  6o*    . 

Sritsci^uansp  from  Bricien,  i.  41.  ^ 

Brown,  generaU  ordered  to  fuc  RiiCa»  ,ii.  354. 

Brum/w^,  princcft  of»  married  10  Alexey  PetroYicd>»  tu 

105. 
Brnddimhrock  and  Levenkaopc^  geiieralt»  badly  condaft  the 

campaign  9  ii.  a$8*  * 

Bukut  fioiilar  to  the  roaian  Ifoadociu  or  Laiaiav  i.  109* 
BulgarioHs^  (bme  accoanc  of  the»  i.   lo,  ad*     Lofc  moft 

of  their  .towns  along  the  Dan«be»i.  177.     Their  ooon'* 

try  and  language,  i.  j8o, 
ApsMiim  hiftorians  quoted*  L  176. 


Calahriut  peopled  by  grecian  colonies*  i.  77* 
CulamitiiSt  a  long  train  of,  enfoe  to  Rdlia*  i*  t,zjm 
CaUfin^  Ambrofe»  quoted,  !•  55. 
CmfitulathM  to  be  prbpofed  to  Anna  lYanovna*  ii«  2o8« 

Torn  to  pieces  by  her,  211. 
C4iftives,  and  their  offspring,  the  only  flav^s^  u  347. 
Carcafii  of  the  dead  embaldaed,  i    1  to. 
C^/^unt,  whence  called  thc^  KhTalioikian'  Tea*  i«  395 .    Cob« 

aeded  with  the  Baltic,  iL  14;. 
Cstbarim  I.  fucceeds  to  the  crown,  iL  loi. 
CtUulUtt  quotation  from,  i.  53. 
C^puemu  famous,  of  Kief,  the  beginning  of,  i.  419* 
Ctdrtnui^  the  grecian  hiftorian,  i*  400* 
Cdtit^  thought  by  fome  writers  to  be  the  parent  of  the 

Iatin»  i.  'j^* 
Ctrmwes,  idolatrous,  to  the  eod  Svetovid,  u  1 1 6. 
ChauceJlor,  Richard,  commancfer  of  anenglifii  veflel,  goes 

to  the  tzar  at  Mofco,  i.  361. 
Chara/ler,   perfonal,  not .  influenced   by  church  forms*  i. 

577.     Of  Catharine  I.  ii.  192. 
Charges  brought  againd  Biren,  ii.  251*      Againft   field* 

marflial  Munich,  273. 
Charles  V.  emperor,  Ivan  Vaffiilievitch  fends  an  ambaila- 

dor  tOj  i.  298. 

K  K  2  Charier 
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Cbarlts  XIL  HA  yet  'fixtetn»  «lceiidt  tfie  throae  of  8i9«lei, 
ii.  71.  Entirely  roots  the  mfiaci  araiy^  74*  Arrogetc 
declaration  oU  J^t  BlaoMabiy  ODCoaoenkei  iit  cho  prp* 
mfs  of^tbo  Rumaof,  8o«  Poroes  the  Rdkas  o«  all 
Sdes  to  retreat,  84.    Kilted  befcre  Freteikih|il»  96. 

Cberiajkoy,  chloccllor^  ii.  B86. 

CbitmM,  W.  do  h,  affiftf  to  the  revdotM.  iv  o6«. 

Cbet*virtp  of  laodf  i.  344. 

CiHna,  peace  lietwecfi  Rafiiaad*  ii«  i^p 

ChriJteniMgs  go  rapidly  od«  i.  t^6. 

CAr^Mi»i/)r  tiit#od«ced  ieto  Rama,  of  little  eflBC^j  t«  370. 

Ckfyfif^Hsf  from  Cooftanttoople  to,  over  the  ioe»  i.  430* 

Cbiuh  M orikoe.  a  flavoniaa  watery  god»  i.  101  • 

Churches  and  fchools  eAdowed,  K  tia* 

Cictrop  quotation  flonif  1.  19. 

CMiizaricn,  obfervations  on  the  ilate  of,  in  Rofia,  i.  3a{« 

Ci'oil'WZxSf  groonds  laid  for,  i.  213. 

^^f^ty*  impofe  fetters  on  the  homan  mind*  i.  378.  Jiir« 
jnrrfed  in  fenfualiiy  and  fftiorance^  380.  Interefted  in 
the  choice  of  Mikhaila,  ii.  4.  Contemned  by  Peter  I. 
loi.  Nothing  to  be  expeded  fronit  116.  Attempts  to 
reform,  348*  Take  umbrage  at  Peter  IlL  351*  Ruffian, 
have  a  priumte,  i.  aat. 

Climate  of  Mofco,  ii.  368. 

^is^,  the  noblemen's,  at  MoTco,  ii.  384* 

Coffittt  model  of  a,  fent  to  Ruffla^  it.  140* 

Co<Vr,  Sophia  canfes  her  imprcfs  to  be  ftamped  en  tbe, 
ii.  46. 

Colberg^  ineffe^loal  fiege  of/  ii.  3 15.    Inyelled,  337. 

Combat,  fingle,  between  plaintiiF  and  defendant*  eftabliflird 
by  law,  1.^356. 

Commerce  fubOfted  early  between  the  Rnfians  and  the 
Greeks,  i.  1 47.     Ftoan flies,  231.  Laws  coacemiag,  3^7. 

Common  people  gained  over  by  the  arts  of  Sophia,  ii*  43. 

Concerts  daring  Lent,  \u  45  a. 

CcHgregatkmSf  lutberan,  in  Mofco,  ii«  390. 

Con/orts^  method  of  chufing,  pra£lifed  by  the  Csirt  of 
Ruffia,  ii.  30. 

Qonftautine  Porphyrogenneta^  the  greciao  CQiperor,  !<  1^ 
407.  421. 

Confiaminffplet  furpri^ng  expedi^ioii  to,  i.  I  jo« 

Conquerors  and  foldiers  in  barbarous  ages,  piftoreof^  L  187* 

C0/r^tf£/?j  anticipated  by  Sweden,  ii.  257, 

Copeitbagent  Peter  I.  goes  to,  ii.  to6. 

C&ionation  of  Peter  11.  ii.  199. 

<Umrt9 
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Court f  of  Peteriburg,  takes  a  Mitt  and  politer  torn,  iL  237. 

Magnificent,  333. 
CcW>  poc  OR  by  the  riifli«»  ptincet,  wIko  dyittg,  h  3;t7* 
Crtnftadt^  defcription  and  biftory  of,  i.  493*     A  hofile  fleet 

appear*  before,  ii.  190* 
Croiwu,  refufed  by  Mikhai'la  Romanoff  ii.  5.  . 
Cfueifsf  worn  aboac  cbe  neck,  i.  1 27. 
CruiUits  oommkUNl  by  Igor  i«  Papklagoaia,  Pootet  and 

Bithynia,  i.  159.    Qf  Pettr  tbe  Great,  adink  of  no  pal* 

Hation,  n.  i6j. 
CuirMgurst^  firft  added  to  the  araBy»  21.  936^ 
C^ih  inventt  the  rafian  written  charadier,  i*  576. 


Dmho^t  the  flavonian  Phitcis,  i  ic». 

DakcmrbanSt  refofe  to  eliKfti  ii.  293.     Break  oot^ioto  open 

iafurredioir,  203* 
Dama/cenus,  St.  John*  the  hymns  of,  i.  12 if 
Datiiel,  pf ince  of  Kief,  bbfea&a*  fnin  the  pope,  the  title  of 

king,  i^  3  8 1 .     Prmce  of  Tiirof#  40^. 
DaniiU^jfkxwiJrBvitehp  boM*  the  Kreml  palace,  ii.  376. 
DaniTuA,  taken  by  field  nwrflial  Maaicb,  ii,  »iii. 
Oafljikof^  princefa,  enters  into  a  coafjpiracy  to  dethvone  Peter 

III.  ii.  355* 
Danfid  Jgan-vitch'txA  Volo4ar  RofUflavitch  taken  prifimers, 

i.  409. 
J>mH^%  army«  nsenaces  BerUn,^  ik  319. 
DtBtt  Rafiia  refpoofible  for  a,  dae  from  Sweden  to  Holland, 

ii«  229. 
Dm/^,  mankind  have  alarays  made  of  him  a  malignant  and 
'    orqel  being,  t.  91. 
Diumcrtuic  form  of  goverament  in  Novgorod,  gives  place 

to  the  monarchical,  i*  3*9. 
Denmark^    a  campaign  agMnft^   projeded   by  Peter  III« 

n"*-  35J- 
Denomination^  fimilarityof,  the  occafion  of  varions  raiftakes, 

i.  9. 

Denominations  of  the  inoft  ftriking  fenfible  objeQs,  i*  $  f  • 

'  Derbent,  captured  by  Peter  1.  ti*  100, 

Defiuit  Ruffians  and  Swedes  difpnte  the  paflage  of  the^  ii.  86. 

DrvaJUaionj^  horrible, committed  on  the  ^edifkcoall,  ii.  97* 

Diampm/Sf  amazing  amount  in,  ii.  256. 
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Z>iV/i  boyarfkje,  boyar-ehildreoy  i:  544*  '  '    *    ^ 

Dilicb,  his  hiftoiy  of  Hungary » i.  21,  23. 

DimimitiviSt «  noltitiide  o?«  whereof  the  prinar y  fubftamive 

is  lofty  i.  $7. 
Dykgrigmints,  between  Peter  and  Sophia,  con^e  to  a  fomul 

ruptttre>  ii.  56. 
Di/ctplimt  martiaU  improved  by  eoont  Mmiich«  ii.  ajA* 
Difiimuts^  coBiagiottS»  feldoa  prevail  at  Molco«  ii.  369. 
Dijfurianciit  o»  the  fide  of  Poland,  ii.  19. 
Diiwuar*i  account  of  Kief,  i*  139. 
Dmitri^  grahd-prince,  pereciees  that  the  Tartars  are  no 

longer  fe  formidable  as  before^  i.  ayo.    Obtains  die  for* 

name  of  Donficoy,  275. 
Dmitri  Jvaxovitck  pot  to  death  by  Boris  GodoBof^  i.  304. 
Dmiirif  the  whole  party  of>  d^perfed*  ii.  7. 
D^tryjjM  raifes  a  faperb  ftatue  to  the  deity  Perune,  1.  196. 
Dogo^a,  a  flavonsan  zephyr,  i.  98. 
J>^gor»ii$j,  arreftcd  and  pot  to  the  tortiire,  ii.  t6y    Re- 

called  from  Siberia  and  reinftated  in  their  pofts,  285. 
Delg^mfy,  VaAUy  Lukovitch,  on  an  embafly  to  Anna  Iraq* 

ovna,  ii.  209. 
Doig§nify,  the  ruffian  conraiaaider,  ii.  23* 
Dom§vie  dukbi^  domeftic  dasflSOfis,  i.  98* 
/>M,  Ruffia  ^owed  to  boild  a  fbrtrefs  <m  the,  n.  227. 
Derpat,  city  of,  defcribed,  i.  46^,    Hiftory  of,  470* 
Dri/s,  alterations  in,  ii.  i  $3. 
Dre<vlianSf  rendered  tribaury  hy  Oleg,  i.  149.    Igor  vido- 

riotts  overthem,  i.  163.    Derivation  of  their  nime*  i*  166. 
Drcwningj,  decreed  by  Ivan  the  Terrible,  i.  295. 

Drtmmer,  Peter  the  Great  begins  his  carreer,  by  being, 

••       •  . » 

Drunkenne/s,  Alexey  Petrovitch  addided  to,  ii.  104. 
Daeh  geocrally  decides  on  right  and  wrong,  i.  329. 
Duke^  title  of,  unknown  to  the  antient  Rnttant«  i.  222, 
Dunait  the  name  of  the  Danttfae»  t.  106;  ' 
burak,  the  common  expreffion  Uxfo^t  ii*  447* 
Z)«r2/?tf/#,  on  the  Danube,  i.  183. 


E 

^ccJeJtaflical  cereiponies,  great  reliance  on,  i.  37$. 

kcciejiaftics,  meritorious^  i.  379. 

Education^  plan  of,  parfued  with  Peter  II.  ii.   200.    At 

Mofco,  466. 
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Effi^  of  Peter  the  Great*  u.  i6t. 

Elicout  a  fwifs  carpenter*  went  to  Rome,  i.  78* 

Eljffkt  the  gcecian  city,  called  Oliflia  by  the  Ruffians*  i.  400.  * 

EJiscaiithf  queen  of  finglaodf  highly  efteemed  by  Ivan  Vaf- 
iiiUeviuh,  i.  301.  Zealoofly  employed  in  promoting 
enterprifes  of  difcovery*  360.  Among  her  prefents  to 
tzar  Ivan*  fends  an  englafli  phyfidan^  i.  366*  • 

£/re«^«/i&»  daughner  of  Peter  the  Great*  remains  qaietdn*- 
ring  all  the  reign  of  Anne«  ii.  263,  Makes  a  folema 
vow  that  no  blood  ih'^tll  be  Ihed  in  her  attempt  on  tho* 
throtCt  269*  Attempts  «iade-4o  dethrone,  179.  Rc« 
fufes  to  give  back  the  cooiqaefts  made  frooi  Sweden  by 
her  father,  289.  Her  death  and  chara^er*  330.  Her 
reprehenfible  condo^  totfards  her  focceflbry  34a. 

'  Elmo,  St.  Alexey  Petrovitch«  under  a  borrowed  name*  at 
ihe  fortreft  of*  ii.  iio6«  . 

Engineers t  a  corps  of,  firft  inftitoted*  ii«  234. 

Em^ijbmtnt  land  at  Archangel^  L  301.     Invited  to  fettle  in> 

the  empire  366* 
Emiy,  between  Ruffians  and  foreigners  paidy  done-  awaft 

ii.  2^5.    -       / 
E'vMbia,  Peter  the  Great's  6rft  wife,  iL  aoy. 
Eugene,  prince,  war  happily  terminated  by*  ii.  216. 
Euxine,  conjoined  with  the  Cafpian*  ii*  145* 
Extortioners,  privileged,  opprcls  the  people*  ii^  |6. 


Favourius,  inftabtUty  of  their  fituation,  ii.  308. 

Female-Ccx,  contempt  for  the*  invariably  a  chara£bri&ic  of 
the  want  of  civiHzation,  i.  367. 

Feo^  Ivanovitcb,  a  weak  prinee,  i.  302. 

Feodor  Bortfivitch,  dethroned  and  imprifoned,  i.  31^* 

Fe»dcr  and  Ivan*  the  ions  of  Alexey  Mikhulovitch,  ii*  33. 

FeoJer  Jiesetyuiteb,  prndeot  government  of*  ii.  3$.  abruptly 
anfwers  the  patriarch,  ii.  39. 

Firinumdf  emperor,  applied  to  lor  workmen  by  Ivan  Vaffil* 
lievitch,  i.  299.     Ivan's  letter  to,  364. 

Ferdinand,  left  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Kettler,  ii.  240. 

Firmer,  fieldmarfhal,  marches  into  Pmffia,  ii.  311. 

FinUmdy  almoi^  all*  falls  to  Ruffia*  ii.  96. 

Finns^  antiently  comprifed. under  the  denomination  Varsgf  s, 
i.  21.  Two  hundred  of  their  villages  b'umt  by  the  Ruf- 
fians* iL  :|92. 
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Fin-Mrms,  brought  iato  pradtca  ui  Rufiar  u  364. 

Fin^  gredsLn,  accoont  o^  i.  i6i. 

FkmiMgu  great  gai&ert  by  the  downfall  d  the  haafeatic 

leagtte»i.  561*  - 
FUrms  aod  Laaras*  the  tutelar  faiats  of  hoffts,  i.  laj* 
Food^  of  tbe  antient  SlavoniaDs»  i.  387*^ 
F^ls,  kept  fot  the  diver fion  ol  the  coart«  u«  15$* 
F§rtigm  guidance  and  iaftradiony  RDiiiai»  MiH  alwayi  hare« 

i.  363. 
Fareigmri^  at  the  head  of  affairs  uader  the  regcM  Aaiie» 

ii.  z6 1  •    £Dcouxafcd  to  ootec  ioto  tha  empiFay  134,     Ac 

Mofco,  391,  392* 
Fwtfli.  conifecrated  to  the  idol  Penine,  i.  9a. 
Foutufling'hcn/k,  at  Mofco^  fl.  399* 
Fraa€T4frciirsg.in  Fiance*  i.  344, 
Frederic  II.    Elizabeth  the  perfonal  enemy   of,    il.    301. 

Writes  to  Peter  JIJ.  to  warn  hiai  of  his  danger,  35$. 
fiUilsiufp  masaphyficaU  brought  iron  Greeca  into  Rofia, 

i.  209. 
futuruj,  the  defijx^^  U>  dive  intpj  aatoral  lo  naoj  u  107* 


Gabrielf  metropolitan  of  Novgorod*  i.  394. 

GaJIi/zin,  Vaffilly,  a  fagacious  minifter*  ii.  37.     Chaiafier 

of,  43.     Sent  into  exile*  cS* 
Gallitzin,  fpeech  of  prince*  ii«  208  • 
Ganlorikp  or  great  city*  L  134.  • 
Gedtmi/t,  dukeof  J^ithik^avi  f<siscA<Mi  Kief*  1  277* 
Genealogical  tables  and  regifleri  piiUialy  faoimt*  it.  3t. 
.Germons,  often  confounded  with  the  Cilci*  i*  76. 
Getes,  called  by  the  Romans  Dadaas^  i.  39a* 
Gibbets  ereded  in  Front  of  Sophia's  convest*  ti.  7a. 
Glib  VladiwHrovitKht  ftabbed  by  his  own  cook*  i.  aiy* 
GUb  S'viatojlavitcbt  expelled  from  Tmatarakan*  i.  43a* 
Glibof,  a  young  boyar*  crtiel(ifs  estercifed  opoo*  ii.  i^» 
Gluck,  a  lutheran  clergyman*  ii.  171. 187. 
Gods^  houihold*  among  the  TfichovaMety/]*'  joS. 
GctriXt  a  negotiationbegun by*  ii«  96. 
GoUlap,  town  of*  pl^ndcied  and  burets  it..  305. 
GoUen  horde*  demoUtioa  of*  i.  a8o«  > 

Gollikopi  life  of  Peter  the  Great*,  ii.  414^ 
GonzagUt  a  famoot  fcene-paintcr  at  Mofco#  iL  41  u 

Gmn 
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G^roMiiy  the  fame  with  moaniaifierrt,  t«  6w  138, 

CtrdtM,  general*  imaibers  of  'SemSmtm  ierve  ttBder>  ii.  j^.. 

Defeats  the  rebeUioos  ftreliiat8,7 1. 
Gori,  etrufcan  monaments  reported  bj^u  St. 
GorodUKt  w^ere  fituate,  i.  404^ 
Gofiommflt  graodfather  of  Otga«  i.  16$. 
Goths  and  Ruffians  antieiidf  adopted  WLWOf  duagt  in  com* 

aioo,  i.  I .  and  Hons  in  the  ttgions  of  the  Dntepfs  i.  i^j^ 
GoviTMrnitit,  beneficial  changes  in«  it*  lao. 
Gramoia  UJIavnaUf  compiled  bj  Iva»  Vafifievilckt  i,  jjf* 
Great  jiritain,  treaty  of  commefcewith,  ii.  236* 
Great  Greece^  the  nodera  Calabria,  1,  77. 
Grecian  empire  atucked  by  Oleg^  i.  1 49.    Peace  coadodeA 

with,  153. 
Cresce,  archke&  invited  firom,  i.  tot.  Emperor  of*  prdenfa 

Vladimir  11.  with  the  eaiigns  of  iiopeiial  dignity*  229. 

Greek  emperors  had  Raffiana  in  their  armf*  and  e^ecialfy 

in  their  flees*  i.  170. 
Greets  pretend  tbat   Theodore  die  martyr  miracoloofif 

fooght  for  them*  i.  184. 
Cre^ry  VIll.  pope*  letter  from*  to  Iliaflaf  L  i.  224* 
Gro^/nOf  in  Lithuania*  abandoned  by  Peter  L  ii.  84* 
Grefy^erfdorf^  battle  of*  ii.  304* 
Ground f  a  great  extent  of*  neceflary  to  men  who  never  cold* 

vate  the  earth*  i.  47. 
Grsmjiein  and  Schwarts*  liftetf  to  Leftoeq*s  propofai*  it,  265. 
Grufinian  or  Georgian  flobode*  at  Mofco*  ii.  305. 
Guards t  the  chief  adors  in  rerolotioof*  ii.  178.     Preobnu 

jenfkoi,  harih  methods  employed  againft*  288* 
Guhnaia  Gramota,  not  known  by  whom  compofed,  i«  334* 
Gubnie  Starofii,u  bodk  now  toft.  i.  337. 
Gunners  and  bombaideers,  german*  taken  into  the  mfiin 

liervice*  f.  364^ 
Gjmnafium%  aa  Mofco^  ii.  598. 
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HaUtatimst  of  the  antient  Slaves*  i.  327. 
Uair»  heathemfii  rite  of  anting  it  off*  i.  1 2{. 
lialitcb  and  Vladimir  c^ed  to  the  Pbles*  i.  278, 
HanfeaticAeague^  its  merchandizes  cOnfifcated*  i.  284.     At* 

tempta  to  revive  its  commerce*  J07.     Accoant  of#  358. 
H^rangsu  of  prince  Vi^epolk  11.  i«  417. 

Sarimig 
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HarioHt  digs  Umfelf  a  CXftntp  U  429* 

ManelUmmu)^  from  their  dwelling  near  the  Havel,  L  40. 

htad  wuntyt  ^rft  levy  of,  i.  344. 

Htads  cut  off  by  hvnilredsy  ii.  165. 

Hndikt,  an  eminent  latheran  preacher  at  Mofco,  S.  589^ 

HtUmt  the  name  taken  hy  Olga  at  her  bapttrm,  i.  169, 

Mfkgfrrtf  tbe  Swedes  farroaaded  aear,  iL  290. 

Hnry  iV-  easperor,  applied  to  for  aid  by  liiadaf  I.  i.  aaj. 

Eerttict  Peter  III.  ii.  353. 

Utghnjtioj^  and  roads,  proviiioo  for»  ii*  1441 

hilar  ion  9  a  hermit  of  great  £uiAtty,.i.  977. 

Hiong'MUy  the  real  name  of  the  Hans,  u  a.. 

Hijhryf  foorcesbf  rafljan*  ii.  477, 

Holwtnitt^  the  Ruffians  fnbmit  to  the  Swedes  at«  ii,  85* 

tiMytrim^  Gottorp.  duke  of*  ibn«in-law  of  Cathame  L  ii^ 

S90.     Anthoay  Peier  Ulric»   ded  heir  to  the  fwedifli 

crown,  294. 
flomimr  and  protky.  how  to  know  a  Raffian  of,  ii*  180. 
Hortus  penfili?,  at  Peterfburg,  defcribed.  i.  449, 
H/^iliiiis  with  Sweden,  crflation  of,  ii.  aSS. 
Hcujes,  of  (he  Ruffians,  i,  366. 

Hungarjp  fupplies  SviatoAaf  with  gold  and  hprfes,  L  179.  ^ 
Uwu,  mother- country  of  the,  i«  a.  30. 
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Japbit^  Kozar  the  feventh  fon  of,  i.  174.  ... 

/f^-hills,  divcrfion  of  the,  ii,  455. 

Idkrs  and  vagrants,  not  tolerated,  t.  y^l*- 

Jtrbvamjkjy  Dr.  a  worthy  lutheran  paifl£)r,  ii.  389. 

Jifitits^  not  tolerated  by  Peter  the  Gfeat,  ii*  133. 

Igor^  ftill  in  his  minority,  accompanies  OLeg  on  his  warlike 
expeditions,  i.  146.  Succeeds  tp  the  throne,  i.  15^ 
Raviaiges  Paphlagonia,  Pontos  and  Bithynia,  i.  1 99. 

Igcr  VUdimirouitch  Mttiomachns,  boilds  the  city  of  Vladimir 
on  the  Kltafma,  i.  132. 

I^»r  F/e*vUJoviub,  killed,  with  his  whole  faraOy^  i*  232 

/g'lunrfff/ or  abbots,  >.  12 0» 

Illyrians^  inhabiiitig  the  northern  cqafts  of  th^  Adriatic^  i.  7  J. 

Jneurfipns  by  the  neighbouring  nations,  i*:S|99* 

imticist  method  of  compttiing  by«  !•  427«'> 

Infancy t  of  Catharine  1.  veiled  in  ohic«<nty,  ii.  185. 

Jngria^  Peicr  i«  malv8  hii^felf  n^afte^^ff  ii.  8p,     .        .  ; 
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Inhabitants  in  Peterfbor^,  namber  of/  i.  453. 
Irmovmtions  of  Peter  I.  excite  diftontent^  Si.  07* 
Inqutfituntf  political  court  of*  ii.  538- 
Infcription  on  a  marble  found  tihoog  the  ruins  of  Phans- 
'  ,goi1a»  i.  4*7*      '•    '^  [ 

Jntettji  col^f  retordof,  1.  4^0.         •         •    '  ' 

Jttvaiidj,  hoTpkftfof,  it  Moico^ii.  597.  ''    "■ 
Joachim  Savehf,  pttriarch,  ttt&i  a  fchool'  al^Mofco.  it 

381.  -      '^-'        ' 

Journey f  Peter  I.  tinderukes  Ms  ffrft^  ii.  69.  '^* 

Jfyjlaf  na^fimirovitck  ^kuina?o\otfk,  i.  i^i. 
Jfiajlaj  Taroflavitcb  forced  to  abandon  the  throne,  i.  213,  ^ 
i/mmuffiy  guards^  comfnanded  by  Gregory  Orlof,  ^  .J57« 
jS^^M/»  or  drivers,  ii.  4^^.  *'   '* 

IvoMp  the  kopalailh>  expiakied,  i.  ^4. 
Jvanl.  an  enterpri&ng  pHnce,'i<  tjS.    Unites*  whli  the 
'    grand  principality,  281.  ...'.«. 

J*van  FaffilHenfitcb  JI.   furnamcd  the  terrible,  i.  286."  A 

regular  attendant  at  church,  ^qo.^  '  H]&  'horrid  cruelties, 

295.    Paniiheo  cormpf  Judges  2^6^     Rcvifes  and  ijn- 

proves  the  Sudebnik,  333. 
ivtfif,  the  dfthfoned  eAiperor,  cruelly  aQaflinated,  iL  282. 
Judgmint  pafled  on  Catharine  I.  by  a  gertnan  authorJ^  iL 

193. 
yiM{(#/ aAing  and  decidine  partially,  1.356.     Opentob/i- 

bery,  ii.  i  c «     Partial,  knooted ,122. 
7«&«K€alendtrftill  uMinRufita,  ii.  148.  "^ 

Juliana^  queen. of  Denmark,  ii.  ^85. 
Jufiictf  adffiiniftracion  of,  found  maxims  concerning  th^ 

ii.  114.    Corredod>  12 1. 
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Ifahaisf  or  common  public  houfevu*  ^^i*/  <^ 

JCahdla,  a  fort  of  contradi,  ^*  3SO* 

Kabardia,   added  to  the    ruffian    empiret,  i«   293;      Tfa» 

greater  and  the  lefs,  to  remain  as  a  frpntier,  ii.  227, 
K^a  or  Keffa,  a  maritime  town  in  the  &|mea,  i.  199^ 

Kuflian  prifoners  expofed  to  fale  ^t,  i»  28  j/. 
Kagansy  the  roflian  princes  never  fo  caVed,  i*>2^*.  f 

Kaikat  an  engagement  between  the  Ru(IIaus  and  Ta^tarp^ 

near  the  river,  i.  241*     Source  of  the,  399.  \  -j^ 

KalocoTy  a  patriciaA,  treats  with  the  Ruffians  in  the  name  of 

Phocas,  i.  182. 

KamittietT^ 
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JTan/jr/z/s  uken  by  the  Torkf t  n-  tjf 

Kam/Jhatkat  the  acauifitioa  of,  ii.  143* 

Kapijchakt  fiaaty  knap  of*  i*  :»43« 

Ka'Vfrin^\  max. re  ds  police  mt  Mofco,  ii,  441.  ^ 

K^jxerlinguiHt  coont,  fir  ft  hofband  of  Adb^  Moeas^  ii,  170* 

Kazan  t  beiifged  by  I  Tan  VWBllieviiciiy  i,  %%$. 

Haxanfity  chorch,  Ctthtriiie  II.  takes  tbt  oKk  m  the*  iL  357^ 

Kertfch^  £n>m  the  old  Kor|ic)lcf»  i.  439. 

Ktttltr^  tfl«  family  of  become  extin^»  ii.  230* 

KexkoUn  and  Novgorod  tjrkeB  by  the  Swedes^  i«  32  a.  ii.  f  . 

Kbtrmftof^  one  of  the  moAdiiiDgiiiAed  iMHhora  of  Roffiat  ii. 

397'  4»4* 
Kbtrs^  the  flavoniao  ^rcokipiasy  i»  loti  • 

Khwtfthii^  iignification  of,  i..ici. 

Khtyim  cakeh  by  Marfbal  Maaich,  ii.  »t5« 

KbrokmiMs^  froin  khrebet,  a  oionauin>  i.  41. 

Kiiff  a  town  or  the  Sarmates*  i.  4,  The  ofiginal  butUing 
ofri*  138*  Takea  by  a  wicked  ftrflttgem,  i.  1:47.  Gleg 
tetorns  vidorioufti  to«  u  1  jj,  Beik^iri  by  (he  Peuhe- 
i»eganfl»i.  177.  A^procIaiiiatioftiffeed.ai>.onkiiDg  aiJ  the 
inhabitants  to  be  baptiaed,  i.  803«  Ffaib  liMrt^  i.  at 2. 
The  priace  of,  paraipouat  to  ^  <ktf  felka^o^.  Sa^rt 
particularly  by  imeftine  warf,  a|i.     HiMrnbk  ilsoghter 

'    roflnmittdd  by  the  Tartars  at  the  taking  of,  249.     Seised 

'  en  by  the  duke  o£  Lichaaaia^  a^7*  Q«gi^  ^  th«  (a-* 
iDOUs  caverns  at,  \tgm  •        \  - 

Kid^  Peter  111.  born  and  edueatoi  at»'ii»  %y$k  ^i. 

Mikim»rat  the  flavonian  Morpheasi  I*  irpcXr      >  . 

#CH^i6{/^  fabxnU  to  Raffia,  ii.  237,   '       •       u 

Kiffivians  from  the  town  of  Kaffiaflf  i<  4lt 

Kitaigorodt  at  Mofco,  ii.  377.  413. 

fitziiart  on  the  borders  of  the  Terek,  ii.  »56« 

Kiw,  fo  called  from  their  dwelling  in  a  moaAtuooos  dir« 
trid,  i.  5. 

AWa<v// or  ferfs,  1.  3^0. 

Knigbtboodn  an  cti6t  tit  inftttuted  in  honour  of  Catharine  H 
ii.  185. 

XWO0/,  Alexey  Pettevifch  fuppofed  by  foocie  to  have  pe- 
riihed  by  the,  H.  loS. 

Kanrgjhrf^  fobmits  to  the  Raffians,  li.  311. 

K^lagrido^uay  madartle,  the  Siudons  of  Molco^  iL  409* 

KeliaJa^  the  ilav^oian  god  of  peace,  i.  102, 

iCdHro^  adopted  fl'OTn  the  Greeks,  i.  1 1  f ' 

^omums  had  their' name  from  the  riirer  Kosha^  7.  la* 

If&n^dns  al&ft  the  Rufllans  agaixiiC  the  Tartars,  i.  18. 
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KofrcnimuJt  emperor  Conftantine,  u  430* 

KortlianSy  compreheDded  by  foreigners   under  the  name 

Biarmians,  i.   la.  i8* 
Koroften,  Igor  flain  and  buried  at,  i.  164* 
Kor/es^  in  CoUrland*  i.  la. 
Kor/um,  KharTon  anciently  focaHedy  i.  aoi|«.  . 
iSs^//,  dwelt  eaftward  of  the-  fca  of  Azof»  i«  It*  x^u 

Subdued  by  Sriatoflafy  411 «    .     - 
K^rowuLt  the  fainUy  of  PhUaratat  in  a  coavep^i^t*  }i.  4* 
JCoiiakt  prince  of  the  PolQVtxes»  u  398* 
KMmpam^  the  aifaflia*  ftoned  to  d^ath^  i.  409^* 
.   KHV4hut*%  plays,  much  admired  at  Mofco*  \u  408.  4104 

411.  ^  ^  •       .  .     . 

Kwanjk9y,  priace»  at  the  head  of  the  drelhzc^*  ii^'  (^^. 
Kndi  khan»  Thama;^  aD.embafiy  from^  ii,  355. 
Kazaktt  fome  account  of  they  ii*  19* 
Kmakit  Kalmoks  and  Tartars*  behave  in  Fruffia  Ukc  real 

barbarians*  ii.  303- 
KMmt4s^  opinions  of  the  learned  concerning  the,  i.  ja. 

Called  Iffidones  by  the  old  writers,  i.  34.      Thought  to 

be  of  turkiih  origin,  i.  174. 
^      Krajkaya  plofchtfchad,  the  red  or  beaucifal  place  at  Mofco* 

ii.  38a. 
JCrgm/l  the  taarian  palace  at  Mofco,  ii.  66.    Dcrci:ibed^ 

370. 
Krifii  bogae,  the  flrong  god,  i-  ill* 
KrefoJItt  or  judicial  documents  of  vaflalage,  i.  342. 
Krimsut  tntieatly  called  Khofaria,  ]•  430^     Ruffian  titMpa 

march  into,  iL  217.     Laidwafleby  war,  228. 
KriifitfcbeSf  a  farmatian  people,.  i«  IJ* 
KromtTt  a  poliih  hitforian,  i.  126. 
Kroffkn  and  Frankfort  on  the  Oderj  fei2ed  on  by  the  RuA 

fians,  ii.  517* 
Kamani^  from  the  river  Kuma,  i*  42* 
Kunmr/dorf^  redoubts  taken  that  cover  the  village  of,  iu 

Kufalm/Ki,  explanation  of,  i.  93. 

Xttfalo,  a  beneficent  deity,  i.  92.    . 

iCtfr^/ dw'elt  in  Courland,  i«  13*     > 

KuriJly  iOands,  A  benefit  toRuliia,  ii..i44. 

Kujkdva,  the  feat  of  count  Schereroetof,  ii.  431. 

KkfiriMp  the  fiege  of,  raifed,  ii.  312. 

Kjmmtn^gard,  in  Finland,  given  up  to  the  Hoflians,  ii.  296. 
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Ladap  the  (Uvoniao  Vennf ,  i.  94. 

£«f/f  y  their  nociocit  of  being  a  cbriiliao*  i»  38o» 

Ladoga^  hoik  by  Rttrik*  i.  144. 

Z4kdS[^«-'ake,  fcbooiiers  boik  on  the,  li.  8o.    Canal  eotf* 

ftrudedy  14;.  Chiefly  by  Munichy  234. 
I^ofguagi  of  the  Huns  ha«  no  fimilaricy  with  the  ic/thiaB* 
cTc.  I*  24.  Latin,  indebted  to  the  fiavonian  for  its  6rft 
elements,  1.  44.  Of  the  Slaves  and  of  the  Latins,  noft 
neceflarily  have  had  the  fame  origin,  i  63.  Idaooer  i« 
.   which  it  is  formed,  i.  67.     Latin  derifed.b/  Voffius 

from  the  greek,  i.  'j(^. 
Lanzi,  on  the  etrafcan  langoage,  i.  82*   ^ 
LapiJaiica,  pnnifliment  by,  i.  2d 2. 
Lspland,  the  creM^  of  a  fliip  perilb  by  theextreme  froA  00 

the  coafl  of,  i.  360. 
Lafuibim,  Evdokhia,  efpoofedby  Peter  L  ii»  lOf. 
Larcinyt  punifliment  of,  1.  356. 
I'ofcy^  general,  takes  the  fort  of  Azof,  ii.  220. 
'Latin  words,  moftly  of  grecian  origin,  i.  79*     Roots, of 

many  only  to  be  found  in  the  german,  i.  86* 
ZAVi^ir,  an  able  general,  it.  318. 

Laws,  code  of,  by  Ivan  Vaflillievitcb,  i.  291.    Relating 
to  the  fucceflion,  ii.  109,     Early  ruffian,  laia  great  fireCi 
upon  oaths,  i,  1^5.      Change  with  maoBers>  u  332* 
Lecki$t  the  devonian  fatyrs,  i.  104, 
Z^V/,  genera],  account  of^  ii.  52.     Admiral,  64* 
Leot  the  philofopher,  reigns  in  Conftantinople,  i*  152* 
Lefiocq^  phyiician  to  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  ii.  261.     His 
device  for  fixing  her' refolution,  268.     Baoiihed  to  Siba* 
ria,  30a.  . 

Letter,  curious,  written  by  the  Novgorodians  ta  their  prince, 
i.  235.  Fron^  tzar  ivan  to  the  emperor  Ferdinand, 
365.  From  Peter  L  tohis  fon,  ii.  105.  Of  FredericIL 
concerning  Peter  the  Great,  it.  168.  To  the  queen,  321, 

325- 
Letters,  names  of  the,  in  the  ruffian  alphabet,  iL  474. 

Liiumiatis  occupy   the  fouch-eaft  coaft  of  modern  Dal* 

matia,  )•  77. 

LietMffa,  a  kind  of  contra  A,  i.  350. 

LUtfeti^  the  modern  Livoiaans,  i*  13.  19. 

Life, 
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Life^  hard  manner  of,  parrned  by  Sviatoflxf,  S.  171. 

^/«r/ of  the  Krimea»  deTcrtbed,  ii.  218. 

LiHrature  among  the  Ruffians,  i.  380.     Sta^  of,  at  MoTce* 

ii.  413; 
Lithuamaus,  derivration  of  that  term»  i.  14. 
Liubitjb,  affembly  of  the  princes  at,  i.  417. 
Livonia^,  afiiided  by  a  cruel  war;  i.  300. 
Lunfinhauptt   the  fwediih  general,  defeated,   il.  87.     An 

advocate  for  a  war,  258. 
LitwifPwoUtn,  a  Livonian,  fiivourite  of  Catharine  If.  ii. 

189.  143. 
Lope,  the  £iaie  with  Lapland,  i.  13.  19. 
LoTiist  followed  to  the  wars  by  their  (l^ves»  i.  352. 
Lubeck,  fends  an  embaiTy  to   Ruffis,  i.  361.      Bilhop  of, 

propofed  to  be  king  of  Sweden,  ii.  294.     Eledled,  296.  • 
Luke,  the  evangeJift,  a  portrait  painted  by,  ii.  374. 
Luxury^  fboie  degree  of,  feems  to  have  prevailed  at  the 

court  of  Ruffia,  from  the  tifflc  of  Cleg,  i.  169. 
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Maddox,  an  ingenious  and  enterpri/ing  EngHihman,  pro- 

prietor  and  manager  of  the  theatre  at  Mofco,  ii.  404. 
Magiaresf  eftablilh  the  ungarian  kingdom,  i.  14. 
J(la/g^i^<0ri,  cr nelly  puniihed,  ii.  337. 
Magnates 9  origin  of  their  arbitrary  judicial  authority,  i, 

Malucha,  Olga's  attendant,  the  mother  of  Vladimir,  i.  191. 

Mamat,  khan  of  the  donfkoi  Tartars,  i.  271.  Lofes  a 
battle  to  the  Ruffians,  274, 

Manicheei,  the  devotion  of  them  not  captivating  to  the  ruf- 
fian miflionaries,  i.  197. 

Manifefiot  of  the  emprefs  Anne,  il.  211.  Of  the  empreft 
Elizabeth  on  taking  the  crown.  274.  Of  Catharine  II. 
concerning  the  prince  Ivan,  281.  Accufing  the  Swedes 
as  authors  of  the  war,  291.  Of  Catharine  II.  On  bef 
acceding  to  the  throne,  358. 

Manners t  caufesof  the  alteration  and  diverfity  of,  i.  33i» 

JlftfAij^^/ff,  adjutant -general  to  count  Munich,  ii.  232* 

Ar<0ffiv/tfi<?Arf/ and  trades  encouraged,  ii.   I39. 

Maria  Feedore'vna^  the  prefent  emprefs,  ii.  402. 

^iaria  1  here/a ,  finds  a  friend  and  ally  in  Elizabeth,  if.  298. 

Marina  confencs  to  be  married  to  the  pretended  Dmitri,  L 
3 10.     Admits  a  fecond  Dmitri  as  her  fpoufe,  319. 

Marktt^ 
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Maria^gct,  mwE&u  of  relbrtlag  to  the,  L  jti/. 

tiar/iillius^  fpoke  rttker  grerk  than  cdtic,  i.  yS. 

tUttttm  ao4  fftbles  cAeemed  in  proportion  to  the  darknd* 
of  their  coloor^  i.  157. 

iiartia^  the  forsicr  naoie  of  Cttharitie  i.  if*  171* 

Majf-Aay,  how  kept  at  Mdco,  ii.  419. 

Maxippa,  h^man  of  the  Kozakt»  ii.  85.  f^j. 

tfioJ,  a  liquor  noch  nfed  in  Ruffia,  ii.  460. 

MeetiMgj,  public*  callomarj  with  the  Roffiant»  ii.  ii9. 

Siehukp  the  Miller^  a  famous  rgffiao  comedy,  ii«  407. 

Metnelt  taken  by  the  Ruffians*  ii.  joj. 

MingdeUt  conntefs^  a  favourite  with  the  regent  Aqqc»  vu 
a6o. 

Menicbikofy  prince, ,  appointed  viceroy  of  Ingrta,  iL  8f « 
Made  preceptor  to  Alexey  Petrovitch»  idj.  Fans  the 
t%ar^s  refentments*  104*  His  cftates  in  the  Ukraine 
confifcatcd*  i22«  Originally  a  pye-boj*  ii.  i6o«  Gives 
information  of  a  plot*  164.  Reagns  Catharine  to  Peter 
the  Great,  171.  Guilty  of  much  oppreffion  and  in- 
juftice,  179.  Orders  Catharine  to  be  proclaimed  em« 
prefif,  183.  Keeps  in  favour  with  the  tzar  till  his  death* 
188.  Anxious  to  execute  two  claufes  of  Catharine's 
will,  194.    Dies  io  exile,  198. 

Idercbanist  german*  imprifoned  at  Novgorod*'  i.  283.  Of 
Novgorod  and  Pfcove*  in  high  reputation,  i.  359.  Po- 
lifb*  fall  vidims  to  the  fury  of  the  populace  at  Mofco«  L 
56a. 

Merest  dwelt  in  the  region  of  Roflof*  i.  15. 

Me/cbifcbonSt  where  they  d^elt*  u  1 5* 

Mefomhriat  from  the  Krim  to,  over  the  ice,  L  4.50. 

Metropoiitan^  of  Novgorod,  writes  a  fubmiffivc  letter  in 
behalf  of  his  prince*  i.  zi6* 

Mikhaila  Feoiieroiitch,  elcdled  izar,  j.  323. 

Mikbaiia  Romanof,  a  defcendant  of  the  antient  tzars*  ii.  3* 
Sends  ambaiTadors  to  £ngland  and  other  countries,  ii.  lo. 
Proroous  commerce  with  England  and  Per£a*  1 12« 

Miloflujfyt  the  family  of*  ii*  33, 

Af/W,  firmnefs  of,  Peter  the  G  reat's,  Ii.  12S. 

Mimii^  a  hymn-book*  divided  into  months,  i.  isi. 

liinifiirs^  eogUfli  and  pruAat^  frequently  warn  Peter  IIL 
of  his  danger,  ii.  3 Si* 

Affisr  and  coinage,  re&fed,  iu  145. 

Mirtvkcb,  lieutenant,  forms'a  plan  for  delivering  the  cap* 
tive  Ivan,  ii.  283.     P->ys  f^r  it  with  his  head,  285. 

Mfir^fbaMis/cUka,  a  chara£tcr  in  the  play  cf  Nedcrofi,  ii.  ^ji. 
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Mittaut  an  embaiTy  difpatcbed  to,  ii.  209* 

Moens^  Anoa^  beloved  by  Peter  the  Great,  ii.  170. 

Moins^AtXzQxQix,  ii.  172,     Beheaded,  175. 

Moiojg  a  ilavonian  deity,  i.  97. 

MoUavia,  bofpodar  of,  ii.  92.  Conquered  by  the  Raf- 
^08,  ii.  222.     Reftofed  to  the  Tarks,  227. 

Monafteriis,  not  to  parchafe  villages  without  the  confent  of , 
the  tzars,  i.  336.     Reformed,  iL  132. 

Mongoles  quit  their  antient  feats,  i.  238. 

ilftf«](/,  greek  and  ruffian,  i.  120. 

MonoJyllahUs,  flavonian  and  latin,  i.  48. 

Monuments t  etrufcan,  reported  by  Dempfter,  i.  82. 

Mord^oines^  formerly  called  Meren,  i.  19. 

Moro/of,  entrnded  with  the  education  of  Alexey  Mikhaito- 
vitch,  ii.  14. 

Mo/co,  origin  of,  i.  268.  Horrid  maflacres  and  conflagra* 
tions  at,  276.  The  great  bell  conveyed  to,  282.  Ra« 
vaged  and  burnt  by  the  Poles,  322,  ii.  9.  Tranquillity 
reftored  in,  ii.  17.  Tremendous  proceffion  at,  47. 
Triumphal  entry  of  Peter  I.  into,  64.  A  fecond,  8i» 
On  the  vidtory  at  Pultava,  89.  A  mathematical  fchool 
at,  135.     A  gigantic  city,  ii.  365. 

'  MftiJlafVladimironjiubt  obtains  the  honourable  furname  of 
the  Great,  i.  229.  Builds  a  church  to  the  mother  of 
God,  i.  396.     Vladimirovitch,  piince  of  Tmutarakany 

4«9- 
Munichy  count,  ordered  againft  the  Tnrks,  |i.  217.     Com- 
plained  of  by  the  court  of  Vienna,  223.    Ambitions 
and  vain,  249.     Obtains  the  poft  of  minifler,  252.     The 
punidiment  h6  had  brought  on  Biren,  retaliated  on,  272. 
Murom,  prince  of,  fubdued  by  Oleg  Sviatoflavitch,  i.  4I4« 
Muromes,  inhabited  the  diflrid  of  Murom,  i.   15* 
Murder,  common  among  the  antient  Slavonians,  i.  327. 
Might  be  retaliated  by  the  relations,  354.     Statutes 
concerning,  ii.   113. 
Mufic  and  dancing  encouraged  at  court,  ii.  237. 
Mythology,  flavonian,  no  probability  of  obt^ning  a  com- 
plete fyftem  of,  i.  90. 

-  ft.  <• 

N, 
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Names,  proper,  terminations  of,  ii.  465. 
Narififkin^  Alexey 's  Second  confort  of  the  family  of,  ii*  33* 
Narva^    city  of,  defcribed,   i.  457.     Curious  difcovery 
made  near,  464. 
YOL.  II •  I.  L  Natalia, 
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Nstalia,  the  tzaritza,  two  brothers  of,  murdered,  n.  4$. 
Naticms,  all  alike  at  particttlar  periods  of  their  hifiory,  L 

178. 

Na^vjf  Peter  I.  defirous  ai  obcaioing  z,  ii.  61.  Created 
by  him,  127.     Augmented,   189. 

Ncdorojl^  the  Spoiled  Child,  a  favourite  ruffian  comedf ,  vu 
410.  472. 

Vrfjky,  St.  Alexander,  order  of  knighthood  of,  i.  253. 

Neglinnaiya,  a  river  at  Mofco,  ii.  366. 

KefioTt  enumerates  the  nations  tributary  to  Ruffia,  i.  at. 
Quoted,  i.  35.  Treaty  of  peace  between  Olegand  the 
Greeks,  prefer ved  in  his  antient  chronicle,  i.  icj* 
Speech  of  Igor^s  counfellors  reported  by,  i.  163.  Mascs 
the  Ruffians  always  vidorious,  i.  184.^  His  merit  in 
writing  a  hiftory,  380.  TatifchtfchePs  remarks  on, 
i.  403.     Wrote  the  life  of  St.  Nikon,  i.  405. 

Nicholas^  St.  the  wonder-worker,  a  fingular  favourite  of 
God,  i.  121. 

Niemtxi,  the  Germans,  why  fo  called,  i.  325. 

Nikon,  St.  and  the  monk  Bolgarin,  travel  together,  i.  407 • 
Returns  to  Tchernigof,  428.  Nikon,  the  metropolitan, 
acquires  great  merit,  ii.  17.  Receives  all  peudonsad* 
drefled  to  the  tzar,  129. 

Nsya,  the  flavooian  Pluto,  i.  102. 

Nateburg,  at  the  origin  of  the  Neva,  captured  by  Peter  I. 
81. 

NoMrij,  pedigrees  of,  defiroyed,  ii*  38. 

NobUmiHt  without  ejtception,  to  fervein  the  wars,  i.  3S3« 

Nobles t  univerfally  foldicrs,  i.  368. 

Novgorod  Sever fki,  account  of,  i.  140.  The  Varages  be. 
come  mailers  of,  i.  142.  Its  republican  fpirit*  breaks 
out  af/cih,  i.  145.  And  Kief,  the  fovereign  of,  firft 
affumes  the  ftyle  of  grand- prince,  215.  The  andent 
love  of  liberty  revives  at,  i.  234.  The  chief  mart  of 
the  ruffian  commerce,  235.  Relieved  by  Alexander 
Neffky,  2^5.  PreiTed  hard  upon  by  Ivan  I.  281.  Shock- 
ing cruelties  inflided  at,  297.  Municipal  laws  of,  i. 
354.     A  fcarcity  at,  ii.  129. 

Nouns  of  nunnber,  french  and  engliih,  derived  from  the 
latin,  i.  50. 

Numbers^  of  late  invention  among  all  nations,  i.  49. 

NunSf  obliged  to  keep  fchools,  ii.  133. 

NyenfchantXy  taken  from  the  Swedes,  ii.  81. 

Nyftadt,  treaty  of,  ii.  229.  Sweden  requires  to  be  an- 
nulled,  288.    Adopted  as  the  bails  of  a  new  one,  296. 
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Oaih,  of  allegiance,  new>  ii.  212. 

Oaths,  methods  of  cakicg,  !•  371. 

Obdorest  incorporated  in  the  imperial  title,  i.  19. 

O^^/,  now  the  Georgians,  i.  395. 

Oh/ervatory,  ereded,  at  St.  Peterfburg,  ii.  i^j. 

Odnodnjortxi,  why  they  gave  themfelves  that  appeUatioUf 

'•  345- 
OEfil  and  Mohn,  iflands  of,  i.  485; 

O^r^/,  fwedifli,  difTeminate  arts,  ii.  142. 

Okioichi  a  book  of  canticles,  i.  lai. 

Oleg,  a  kinfman  of  Rurik,  obtains  the  fovereign  power,  and 

unites  the  flavonian  territory  to  that  of  Novgorod,  i.  i45» 

Fixes  the  feat  of  his  dominion  at  Kief,  149.     Commits 

horrid  depredations  in  the  territory  of  Conftantinople,i52« 

Olig  Swiatojlanfitch^  obtains  the  country  of  the  Drevlians, 

i,  180.      Slightly  mentioned  in  hiilory,  188.      Taken 

prifoner  by  the  Kozares,  408. 

Olga,  Igor's  widow,  revenges  the  murder  of  her  halband, 

i.  165.     Baptifed  at  Conilantinople,  i68.     Dies  at  an 

advanced  age,  and  canonifed,  179.    No  female  fovereign 

after  her«  till  Catharine  I.  ii.  183. 

Ofwit/cbnikif  a  body  of  informers,  i.  295. 

OraHtenbaum,  the  palace  of,  ii.  357. 

Dranienhurg,  the  dethroned  Ivan  confined  in  the  monaftery 

t    at,  ii.  279. 

Orlo/s,  the  brothers,  confpire  to  dethrone  Peter  III.  ii>  35$* 

Count,  his  gardens,  at  Mofco,  423. 

Orphan  and  foundling  houfes  eftablifhed,  ii.  149. 

OfioU  and  Dir,  fovereigns  of  Kief,  bafely  murdered,  i.  148* 

OJladt  the  flavonian  Com  us,  i.  102. 

Oftermann,  plenipotentiary  at  Nyftadt,  ii.  98.     Count,  fome 

particofars  of,   196.     Contributes  to  annul  the  capitula* 

tion,  212.     Heads  a  party,  253.      Warns  the  regent 

Anne  of  her  danger,  267. 

Ouhakof,  fubmits  to  count  Munich,  ii.  222. 

Qtrefief,  a  monk,  gives  out  that  he  is  prince  Dmitri,  1.  309* 


Palatini,  mount,  the  part  of  Rome  firft  inhabited^  i.  6o* 
Panin,  count,  confpires  to  dethrone  Peter  III.  ii.  355. 
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Parentsp  reverence  of  children  to»  ii.  117. 

Pafchkof^%  houfe  and  gardens,  ii.  424. 

Fajfport  pnt  into  the  hand  of  the  dead,  a  fiftion,  i.  112; 

Patericon,  written  by  Neftor,  i.  394. 

Patkul,    Johann   Retnhold,    a  livonian  nobleman,  ii.  77* 

Complains  of  the  ruflian  foldiery,  125, 
Patriarchs,  great  power  of  the,  ii.  128. 
Patriar chatty  refigned  by  Nikon,  ii.  129.     Aboliihed,  ix* 

152. 
Patriarch* z  horfe  led  by  the  tzar,  ii.  130. 
Patronymics  in  feveral  languages,  i.  88. 
Patsunakians,  or  Petfchenegans,  i.  421. 
Paulus  J6*v:usy  extrad  from,  ii.  31. 
Pta/antry,fy&ttR2X\c  vaifalage  of  the,  i.  370. 
Ptdigrus,  books  of,  kept  with  great  care,  ii.  36* 
PilitA^  in  Siberia,  Biren  exiled  to,  ii.  251. 
Pertiajla*vet%y  dreadful  {laughter  committed  at,  i*  183* 
Periijla'ul,  Vladimir  Sviatonavitch,  dies  at,  i.  431. 
Perekopy  the  only  pafTage  through  the  lines  of  the  Krim,  ir. 

218. 
Permidisf  converted  by  Stephen  to  the  chriftian  faith,  i.  ig. 
Perry,  captain,  attends  Peter  the  Great  from  London,  u* 

140. 
Perfia,  diflurbances  in,  ii,   100.     A  treaty  of  commeret 

with,  113.     NefTotiation  with,  215. 
Ptrsine,  the  chief  of  the  flavonian  deities,  i.  90.    Throwa 

into  the  Boryfthenes,  i.  202. 
Pitcbtnegans  attack  the  Rufljans,  i.  158.     Commit  horrid 

barbarities  in  Bulgaria,  163.    Befiege  Kief,  177.    Hum* 

bled  by  Yaroflaf,  220. 
Peter  the  Great,  the  tzars  prior  to  him  deiirovs  that  the 

empire  fhould  have  little  connexion  with  other  countries, 

ii.  31. 
Peter  II.  greatly  beloved  by  the  nation,  ii.  200.    Letter 

from  to  his  (ifter,  202. 
Peter  III.  accedes  to  the  crown  of  Ruflia,  ii.  339, 
Peterbof,  the  emprefs  at  the  palace  of,  ii.  357. 
Peterjburg,  tzar  Peter  lays  the  foundation  of  ii.  8i«     Citj 

of,  defcribed,  i.  454. 
Pet/cborest  the  prefent  Samoyedes,  i.  i  c. 
Pbanomena  of  nature,  names  of  fome,  1.  56, 
Pbanagoria,  in  the  ifle  of  Taman,  i.  388.  407.  426. 
Pbocas,  the  patrician,  encbunters  the  Ruffians,  i.  162.     Ni- 

cephorus,  implores  aid  of  Sviatoflaf,  i.  176. 

Pbilaretef, 
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Piilaretes,  metropolitan  of  Roftof>  ii.  3.    Appointed  patri-- 

arch,  ii.  lo. 
Fbjificians  and  apothecaries^  encouraged  to  come  from  Gcr- 

inany^  i.  366. 
Phjficianii  at  Mofco^  ij.  393. 

Plato ^  metropolitan,  preaching  encouraged  by,  ii.  38 !• 
P4autM,  quotation  from,  i.  62. 
Play  it  fpirityal,  at  Kief  and  Mofco,  ii.  IC3. 
Plot  to  murder  Peter  I.  detcded,  ii.  68. 
Podmofiovne^  defcription  of,  ii.  434. 
Podnabinjky,  diverfionis  at,  ii.  444, 
Polabesy  from  the  Labaor  Elbe,  i.  40. 
Poland ^  Kief  devolves  to,  i*  277.     Livonia  ceded  to^  300. 

and  Sweden,  fruftrated  in  their  defigns  on    the  rujQiaii 
,    throne^ii.  6.     Peaceconcluded  with,  48.     Spirit  of  party 

in,  oGcafions  great  misfortunes,  7^.     £le61ion  of  a  king 

of,  213. 
Polilia,  the  flavonian  Hymenseus,  i.  94. 
Poles,  little  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the,  ii.  i.     Lay  Mofco 

in  afhes^  9.     Extremely  corrupt,  78.     Limited  in  their 

free  choice  of  a  king,  213.  n 

Politics  had  at  lead  an  equal  infiaence  with  devotion  in  the 

early  converiions  to  chriftianity,  i.  200. 
PolnotaiscAo,  a  wife  lawgiver,  i.  330. 
Polotjk,  the  prince  of*  defeated  and  killed,  with  his  two  fons, 

by  Vladimir,  i.  191. 
Polotsumi,  fuch  as  dwelt  on  the  Polota,  i.  41. 
Police,  inftitution  of,  i*  440. 
Polkan,  the  giant,  ridiculous  dories  of,  i.  103. 
Pomeranians^  thofe  that  lived  near  the  fea,  i,  40. 
Popet  fends  deputies  to  perfuade  Vladimir  L  to  embrace  the 

ritual  of  Rome,  i.  196.     Receives  an  abrupt  anfwer  from 

prince  Alexander,  382.  The  abomination  of  the  Ruffians, 

ii.  67. 
Popof,  Mikhaila,  his  didionary,  i.  89. 
popeusy  a  god  of  the  aotient  Scythians,  i.  91. 
population  oi  Mofco,  ii.  368. 
PcJt-oS^cc,  early  attempts  at  eredUng,  ii.  146* 
Potcbnayat  a  thoufand  Kuflians  in  a  day  often  baptized  in 

that  rivulet,  i.  375» 
Potefcbniye^  companions  of  Peter  the  Great,  ii*  51. 
Potxnnd,  the  Aavonian  Boreas,  i.  98. 
Prajkwia  Feodore^nfit  i.  437. 
Pravda,  or  law,  preface  to  the,  it  330. 
Precedence',  table  of,  ii.  149, 
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Frikrafna^  Olga  furnamed,  from  her  beaaty^  i.  i6$. 

Preotrajenjtoi  gazrdB,  guilty  of  great  exceiTes,  ii»  287.  335. 

Prefefitiofi,  npgative,  i.  84. 

Princes,  ruffian,  offer  their  afliftance  to  Alexander  Nefikjt 
i.  372. 

Principalitiesy  feparate*  gradually  formed,  i.  226. 

Printing-offices,  at  Mofco,  ii.  413. 

Printing-preh  fet  up  in  Mofco,  i.  381. 

PrintXf  ambaiTador  from  Praflia,  ii.  167. 

Pritiubf  general,  attempts  to  fuccour  Kief,  i.  177. 

Procopius,  the  firft  who  mentioms  the  SlavMians,  u  90. 
Qaotation  from,  i-  371* 

ProfeJ/ors  of  the  univerfity  of  Mofco,  ii.  41 7, 

Promenades,  public,  at  Mofco,  ii.  422. 

Prona,  the  ruins  of  a  town  near  that  river,  i.  389. 

Prinouns,  not  the  parts  of  fpeech  firft  formed,  i-  5 1.  Rela. 
tive,  invented  after  the  verb,  69. 

PruJJians,  originally  Sarmates,  i.  15.  ^ 

Prutb,  peace  of  the.  ii.  94.  216. 

PJc9vt<i  the  native  place  of  Olga,  i.  164.  The  rival  of  Nov- 
gorod in  commerce,  285.  A  falfe  Dmitri  at/fioiihes  his 
career  at  the  gallows,  ii.  8. 

Ptolemy,  mentions  the  Chuni,  i.  26. 

Pultava,  decifive  battle  of,  ii.  88. 

PuniJhnuHts.  dreadful,  infiided  on  the  ringleaders  of  a  re- 
volt, IT.  7  I  . 
,  PuJIofcbkin,  Paul  Vaffitlievitch,  i.  42$. 

Putkammer,  general,  killed  in  adion,  ii.  324. 

Pjjbiki,  a  future  generation  of  pygmies,  1.  103. 


■ 

!^aml,  decided  by  fingle  combat,  i«  204. 

^as,  a  ruffian  liquor,  ii.  460* 

^uay,  at  Mofco,  originated  with  prince  Froforof&y,  ii.  441, 

^uays.  viiiied  by  Peter  I.  ii.  144. 

^uejiion,  penal,  i*  341. 

R 

Raeiimtcbest  rendered  tributary  by  Oleg,  i.  1^9. 
RoiKOHt  orRiasan^a  famous  old  city^  i.  386. 
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Raya^  Peter  I.  has  t  conference  with  the  king  of  Poland  at^ 
ii.  7%. 

Razumo/fy,  co^r\t,  hetman  of  theKozaks,  ii.  ^^^. 

Rededa^  prince  of  the  Ko^oges,  killed  by  Mdiflaf,  i.  391, 

Relics  t  holy  bones  and  other,  imported  from  Con  flan  ciDople» 
i.  375. 

Religion,  what  Peter  the  Great  did  for,  ii.  1 27, 

Reiigions,  different,  miilionaries  difpatched  by  Vladimir  I.  to 
inquire  into*  i.  197. 

Religious  focieties  increafe  by  vexations,  but  not  by  contempt* 
i-  170. 

Refnin,  prince  Nicholas,  governor  of  Livonia,  ii.  173, 

Reval,  defcription  and  hiftory  of,  u  474.  Ivan  I.  provoked 
by  the  populace  of,  i.  284. 

Revelation,  divine,  in  favour  of  Mikhaila  Romanof,  ii.  5. 

Revenues,  great  deficiencies  in  the,  ii.  122. 

Revolutions  in  Ruffia  eaflly  brought  about,  ii.  178.  Eliza- 
beth's <.ffeded  without  bloodfhed,  260. 

Riga,  defcription  and  hiflory  of,  i.  479. 

Rogvolide,  the  daughter  of,  confers  her  hand  on  Yaropolk, 

Romanoff  the  family  of,  becomes  extinfl,  ii.  aca. 

Romans,  imagined  by  the  ancient  Ruffians  to  be  of  larger 
flature  than  the  reft  of  mankind,  i.  103. 

Romanus,  emperor,  offers  tribute  to  Igor,  i.  162.  Treat/ 
with,  412. 

Romodanoffky,  prince,  titular  tzar  of  Mofco,  ii.  162. 

Roftijlaft  of  Volhynia,  i.  419. 

Roftof,  bifhop  of,  depofed  by  the  metropolitan,  i.  379. 

Rugen,  the  Slavonians  of,  had  their  peculiar  deities,  i.  114. 

Rurik,  a  chieftain  of  the  Varages,  i,  142. 

RuJJklki,  nymphs  of  the  /orefls  and  waters,  i.  10^. 

Ruffia,  how  called  by  the  antient  northern  writers,  i.  25* 
Antient,  its  extent,  133.  Governed  by  Gleg,  thirty- 
three  years,  i$6.  Attacked  by  the  Petchenegans,  158. 
A  long  feries  of  calamities  befai,  227.  Invaded  by  the 
Mongoles,  240.  Dependent  on  the  Tartars,  256. 
Fqundation  of  that  power  which  enabled  it  by  degrees  to 
fhake  off  the  yoke  of  the  Tartars,  269.  The  kazan-tar- 
tarian  empire  annexed  to,  290.  Chriftianity  becomes 
the  national  worQiip  in,  384.  Tmutarakan  re-united  to, 
387.       Her  confequence  increafes   in   Europe,   ii.    11. 

^  Makes  fome  progrefs  in  civilization  under  Alexey  Mik* 
hai'lovitch,  30.  More  clofely  conneded  with  the  reft  of 
Europe,  82.  Extenfion  and  aggrandifement  of,  99. 
Opens  a  confiderable  trade  with  China,  115.     Arts  and 

L  t  4  fcienee^f 
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Sfii/ch  of  Sviatoflaf  to  bis  army  on  going  to  battlcj  u  i  jy 

(St.  Peterjhurgy  fome  account  of,  i.  435. 

Stanijlaus  Le/cbinjky,  ele^ed  king  ot  Poland,  ii.  79.  240* 

Statue  of  Peter  the  Great,  defcribed*  i.  449. 

^tavutjban^  the  Turks  completely  routed  by  Marfhal  Ma* 

nich,  near,  ii.  225. 
Stinka  Kadxin^  a  revolt  headed  by»  ii.  24.     His  robberies 

about  Aftrakhad,  113. 
Sttpennaiya  kniga,  or  book  of  degrees,  i.  388. 
Stockholm,  frencb  influence  great  at,  ii.  214.     Greater  fiilt, 

228. 
Stoglaf,  or  book  ftf  a  hundred  chapters,  i.  337. 
StoHe,  for  the  pedefial  of  the  famous  ftatue  of  Peter  the 

Great,  tranfport  of,  i.  450. 
ttrelitzes,  when  fird  formed,  i.  289.     What  the  janifTaries 
are  at  Condantinople,  ii.  42.     ExcefTes  com  milted  by 
them,  45. 
Strikoffiy,  the  polifli  hiHorian,  i.  390. 
Stroganoft  curious  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  Siberia,  i.  291. 
Subftantives^  flavonianand  latin,  i.  58.  88. 
StuceJ/tottM  hereditary,  aboIi(hed  by  Peter  the  Great,  ii.  no. 
Sudebnik,  a  double  colledion  of  flatutes,  i.  331.     Coniifb  of 

ninety-feven  claufes,  i.  336. 
^"trrxo/i/ continues  bis  attachment  to  Yaropolk,  i.  189. 
Sviatei  Fit,  means  both  Sviatovid  and  St.  Vitus,  i.  118. 
S*viatoJlqf  Jgorie^itcbt  i.    165,   431.     Prohibits  none  from 
fubmitting  to  baptifm,  168.  has  no  turn  for  the  grave 
concerns   of  government,     171.      Partitions   his   ftates 
among  his  children,  179.     Hardly  efcapes  captivity,  184, 
Defeated  and  killed,  186.     His  charader,  187. 
Swatojlof  Tarojla^itcby  i.  406, 
S'viato'uid,  worfhipped  in  the  ille  of  Rugen,  i.  114.     Ex* 

changed  by  the  Bohemians  for  St.  Vitus,  i,  118. 
S'utnteld  zSl^%  GIga  by  his  counfel,  i.  165. 
S*uiatofoli  l.  fucceeds  Vladimir,  i.  216.     Takes  to  flight 

and  dies  on  the  road,  220. 
SuianJn,  chief  of  a  conspiracy  againfl  Peter  I.  ii.  69. 
Sumarokof,  the  ruffian  hillorian,  his  encomium  on  Feodor 
.    Alcxey  viich,  ii.  40. 
Summer -{t2Soti,  at  Molco,  ii.  419. 
Suferftition  tinges  the  hands  of  its  pontifs  in  blood,  i,  91. 

Abfurdandfanguinary,  119, 
Superjtitions  pradi^d  by  the  ignorant  vulgar  of  all  nations* 

i.  III. 
Supremacy  of  the  charch  recovered  to  the  fovereigns,  ii.  132* 

Sweden^ 
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Snveden,  ao  OAruccefsfnl  war  with,  i.  300.  Jealoufy  of,  u*  s. 
And  Poland,  fruftVated  *in*  their  views  on  the  ruftan 
throne,  ii.  6.  Ceilions  made  to  RuiEa  by,  at  the  treaty 
of  Nyftadt,  97.  229.  King  of,  only  the  fliadow  of  a  mo- 
narch, 229. 

Savtdet,  defeat  the  Poles  and  deliver  Mofco,  ii.  8.  Lofe  pait 
of  their  pofieiiions  on  the  Baltic,  yg.  Generally  vi^^ 
rious  over  the  Ruffians  in  a  pitched  battle.  83. 

S^wordt  brethren  of  the,  order  of,  1.  484.  ' 

Synod,  the  holv  directing,  conftituted,  ii.  132* 

Syranes,  baptized  by  Stephen  Permikoi,  and  becoma  R^f* 
fians,  i.  X  8. 


Taganrokt  demolition  of  the  fortifications  at,  ii.  ai6. 
Jaman^  an  infcription  found  in  theifland  of,  i.  387.     Pro? 

feffor  Palla&  goes  to,  425, 
Tamaiarcha  on  the  fame  fcite  with  Phanagoria,  i.  407. 
Tartariam  flobode,  at  Mofco,  ii.  395. 
Tartars,  firft  invafion  of  Ruifia  by  ctie,  i.  240.     Terrible  at 

enemies,  244.    The  poiver  of,  confiderably  divided,  279. 
.    The  fecond  falfe  Dmitri  killed  by,  320.     Give  a  check 

to  Alexey's  conquefts,  ii.  22. 
Taupins^  ander  Charles  VI L  of  France,  L  345. 
Taurida,  Vladimir  I.  marches  through,  i.  412. 
Tcbemy  hogut,  the  black  god,  i«  1 19. 
Temud/chin,  fince  called  TfchinghiiOLhan,  i.  239, 
Territory y  nt* w  diilributions  of,  i.  23O. 
Terror^  general,  infptred  by  Biren,  ii.  252. 
Teutonic  order,  in  Livonia,  i.  486. 
Theatre t  at  Mofco,  ii.  404.     Private,  of  a  ruffian  nobleman^ 

Theodofia,  beiieged  by  Vladimir  I.  i.  199. 

TbeopbaneSf  the  patrician,  attacks  the  Ruffians  by  farprife« 
i.  160.     Bifhop,  ii.  110. 

Thrace,  John  Zimifces  makes  an  incarfion  into,  i.  182. 

TmutaraAan,  ivilliilaf,  prince  of,  takes  pofTeffion  of  the 
country  of  the  KofToges,  i.  12.  Inquiry  into  the  fituation 
of,  38^.  Captured  by  Sviatoflaf  I,  415*  What  its 
name  implies,  425.     Directly  oppofite  Kertfch,  429. 

Toleration,  excites  the  fury  of  the  clergy,  ii.  133.  A  di- 
(linguifhed  feature  of  the  ruffian  charader,  462. 

Tolfitn 
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^•Iji9i,  Peter  AndreyeTitch,  ii.  167.     Manages  the  aflfairs 

of  the  ruffian  cabinet,  183.    Exiled  to  Siberia,  19S. 
ferjokf  fee  on  fire,  t.  422. 
TorkfSf  mifbiken  for  the  Turks,  i«  15. 
S'orturtf  ufe  of  the,  i.  340. 
Ttwnf  taken  by  ^rm^  an  ancommonly  dreadfal  fpedade^ 

i.  290. 
^MVivx^feveral,  built  by  Rurik,  i.  357. 
TVa//,  between  the  Englifli  and  Ruffians,  commencement 

of,  i.  360. 
S'reule  and  commerce,  fchool  of,  atMofco,!!.  402. 
Tfanjlations  made  from  foreign  languages,  ii.  136* 
Triglin/a^  the  flavoniin  Hecate,  i.  99. 
Triodion,  a  book  of  anthems,  i.  121* 
Triz/ta,  or  funeral  repaft,  i.  no. 
T/chalmatest  mingled  with  the  Tartars,  i.  17. 
Xfcbajfo^na^  defcribed,  ii.  434* 
Tfcberemtjftst  fo  called  from  their  fituation  to  the  eailward, 

i.  20. 
T/cbervonnaia  Roffta^  or  Red  Ruffia,  i.  136. 
Tfcbijlinit  liudu  or  numbered  people,  i*  352. 
^/cbud{$9  figni£es  acquaintances  or  neighbours,  i*  1 7. 
^/cbwvafcbes^  the  antient  Bilirians,  i.  20. 
i^uirt  built  by  Vfevolod  III.  i.  422. 
Turkeftanf  On  the  banks  of  the  Taras>  i.  41* 
Turkey,  hollilities  with,  ii.  49. 
Turks i  of  like  origin  with  the  Tartars,  i.  31.     Compelled 

to  acknowiedge  the  fovereignty  of  the  tzars  over  the 

Kosaks,  ii.  34.     Drawn  into  a  war  againft  Periia,  216. 
T'wel'ue  feled  men,  judicial  deci£ons  referred  to,  i.  355. 
Tsuir,  when  firft  ufed,  i.  286. 
TzMTgradi  Conftantinople  fo  called,  i.  151.  421, 
Tscariixittt  englifh  garden  at,  ii.  431. 
Tzar  Morjkiy  the  ilavonian  Neptune,  i.  102. 
TzMrst  method  pra6tifed  by  them  in  chafing  a  bride,  ii.  32. 

Antient,  (hewed  themfeWes  but  feldom  to  the  people,  ii. 

66.    Title  of,  exchanged  for  that  of  emperor,  98. 


Vadimt  the  valiant,  a  famous  Novgorodian,  i.  143. 
Fagabondst  and  other  ufelefs  membrs  of  fociety,  i.  3  5 1  • 

Vdliimar^ 
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V4ddemmr  11.  king  of  Denmark,  lays  the  foundatioa  of 
Narva,  i.  4^8. 

Forages^  fwedilh,  norman,  englifh  and  ruffian,  i.  142. 

Varngians^  who  they  were,  i.  lo* 

Varrot  etymology  of,  i.  54. 

VqUilly  I'uanovitcb,  enabled  to  keep  the  Tartars  in  awe, 
i.  285. 

VafftUy  Dmiirie*vitcbf  caufes  himfelf  to  be  crowned,  u  ij*^. 

VaJJiuy-oftrof^  whence  fo  called,  i.  456. 

Veuitchest  >>  I  f  •  a  flavonian  nation,  1.  176. 

VauxbalU  eftabliflied  by  Mr.  Maddox,  at  Mofco,  ii.  427* 

ViUki  Anezl  improperly  tranilated  grand  dake»  i,  222. 

Veneta^  built  by  the  Haves,  i.  38. 

Vengeance y  perfonal,  ilridly  forbidden,  i.  568. 

Verhf  the  firfl  that  would  have  been  imagined  in  any  lan- 
guage, i.  62.  Had  at  the  beginning,  perhaps,  only  the 
infinitive,  i.  69. 

Veffest  dwelt  on  the  White-fea,  i.  1 1 . 

ViSims^  human,  thrown  into  the  waters,  i.  107. 

Vidorjf  a  dear,  to  the  Ruffians,  i«  274. 

Vienna^  Alexey  Petrovitch,  goes  to  Charles  VI.  at,  ii«  io6* 

Vier^  count  de,  a  ponn^uefe  adventurer,  iL  197.  Knooted 
and  fent  to  Siberia,  1 98. 

Virgil 9  quotation  from,  i*  54* 

Vipnei  Volotfijok,  canal  with  flUices  at,  ii.  145. 

VisuTf  depofed  and  banifliedtii.  9$. 

Vladimir,  a  natural  fon  of  Sviatoflaf,  obtains  Novgorod, 
i.  180.  Ambitious  and  obdurate,  i88.  Retires  to  the 
Varagians,  190. 

Vladimir  I.  obftinately  bigoted  to  idolatry,  i.  196.  Ex- 
torts baptifm  by  force  of  arms,  i.  1 99.  Saves  his  life 
by  hiding  himfelf  under  a  bridge,  i.  207.  Dies  of 
grief,  i.  208.     Is  ftyled  the  Great,  i.  210.     Canonized* 

215.  Order  of  knighthood  eftabliflied  in  his  honour^ 

21 6.  His  ffiendfliip  courted  by  the  Greeks  and  Bulga- 
rians, 373. 

Vladimir,  the  antient  city  of,  i.  231.     Calamities  brought 

on  it  by  the  Tartars,  246. 
Vladijlaf,  of  Poland,  eledled  tz^r  of  Ruffia,  ii.  4. 
VoguUt/chest  inhabit  mount  Ural,  i.  18. 
Voi'vode,  a  leader  in  war,  i.  326. 
Volga,  piratical  parties  on  the,  i.  422. 
Volos^  the  god  of  cattle,  i.  371. 
Voloti,  whether  the  Slavonians  wor (hipped  giants  under  the 

name  of,  i.  103. 

Voronfxo/^ 
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Vonmxtf^  coont»  facceeds  Beftacfaef,  ii.  307.      Coontefir 

Elizabeth,  349. 
Fofikrejemjkoi  nunnery,  when  bailt,  i.  438. 
VoJJius  derives  the  latin  language  from  the  Greek,  L  76. 
Fotis,  a  tribe  dwelling  between  the  Volkhof  and  the  Neva, 

i.  II*  l8. 
Vreecb,  a  fwedifli  captain,  founds  a  fchool  at  Toboifk,  ii« 

139, 
^^^-fide,  at  St.  Peter  {burg,  i^  437* 


u 


Viuts  inhabited  the  province  of  Tomik,  i.  26.    Faither 

particulars  concerning  them,  i.  22. 
VgUt/ebiSf  contend  for  their  liberty,  i.  157. 
Vgresy  account  of  them,  i.   16. 
Ukraimi,   the  Tartars   there  chaftifed,    ii.    218.      Count 

Lafcy  winters  in  the,  222. 
U/riCg  Anthony,  duke  of  Brunfwic,  ii.  243.    Dies  in  pri- 

Ton,  279. 
Vhramontanes,  who  went  from  the  north>weft  into  Italy,  i^ 

VUJbeuitJt  publifhed,  i.  333.  ii.  113. 

Vmhria^  antient  inhabitants  of,  i.  85. 

Umgriams  invade  the  roman  territory,  i.  176. 

VnicM,  of  the  ruffian  and  latin  churches,  attempted  by  the 

roman  pontiffs,  i.  381. 
Vninftrfify  of  Mofco,  ii.  396. 
V/cbakof,  genera],  ii,  1 74. 
Vjpenfioy  cathedral,  at  Mofco,  the  ruffian  monarchs  crowned 

there,  ii.  374. 
Uftavikaia  Gramota,  i.  338. 


w 

Wachter,  of  opinion  that  the  latin  language  originated  ia 

the  teutonic,  i.  76. 
War,  always  declared  juft  and  neceiTary  by  politicians  an- 

tient  and  modef'n,  i.  1 59.     Uniform  confequences  of,  i. 

195.    The  principal  occupation  of  the  Slaves,  326. 

fFarsi 
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iFarSf  bfoody,  frequently  bring  nothing  about,  li.  13. 
That  are  attended  with  no  alteration  in  the  flate  of  na- 
tions  (hould   occupy   but  a  fhort  fpace  in  hldoryv  ii, 

222. 

3far/aiUf  archives  brought  thence  to  Petcrfburg,  ii.  15, 

Waters  held  in  great  veneration  by  the  Slavonians^  i.  io6« 
Day  of  the  confecration  of,  ii.  267. 

Wedel,  general,  joined  by  the  king  of  Pruilia,  ii,  31$. 

Weights  and  oieafures,  regulated,  iL  1 44. 

Weymart  account  of  the  ruffian  army  in  Pruffia>  by  a  periba 
of,  ii.  309. 

Wife,  dependent  on  the  hulband,  i.  368. 

Will,  one  of  the  firft  fentiments  declared  by  men,  i.  65. 

Winter-fesLfon,  at  Mofco,  ii.  448. 

Words,  in  what  manner  inverted  or  changed,  \*  79.  Or- 
thography of  ruffian,  i.  129. 

Workmen^  none  but  foreign,  employed  in  (hlp-buildiog,  ii. 

Work/hops,  Peter  I.  leaves  his  throne  to  gain  knowledge  id^ 
ii.  144. 


Yagujinfiy,   lieutenant-general,    reveals  a  fecret,  ii.    172* 

210. 
Tamholy,  made  the  feat  of  empire  by  Sviatoflaf,  i.  177. 
Tamburg,  an  antient  (Irufture  difcovered  near,  i.  464. 
Taropolk  S'viatofla'vitcb  has  Kief  for  his  portion  of  the  em^ 

pire,  i.  179.     is  informed  by  Svenald  of  the  death  of 

his  father,   i.    186.     His  character,    188.      Takes  up 

arms  againft  his   brother  Oleg,  i.  189.     Murdered  by 

fome  Varagians,  i.  192. 
Tarojlaf,  prince  ot  Novgorod,  drives  Sviatopolk  from  Kief, 

i.  218.     Laws  in  being  before  his  time,  330.     Vladimi- 

rovitch  dijs  at  Kief,  i.  432. 
Yarojlaf  Vladimir onjitch,  the  founder  of  Dorpat,  i.  466. 
TaroJla*uian  flatutes,  i.  340. 
Tajjes,  the  fea  of  Azof  probably  denominated  from  thern^ 

i.  17.  391*.     Subdued  by  Sviatoflaf,  411. 
TaJJyf  the  capital  of  Moldavia,   Peter  marches  to,  ii.   93* 

Taken  by  marfhal  Munich,  225. 
Tafveges,  dwelt  in  Poland,  i.  17.  19$. 
Tauja,  a  river  at  Mofco,  ii.  366. 

7  Yegorof, 
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Tigwof^  major^  his  account  of  a  difcovery^  u  415. 

Temians,  the  Tame  with  Biarmians,  i.  1 1. 

ITermai,  Timofeyef,  conqaers  Siberia*  i.  29a* 

Toutbs,  fenc  to  traveU  ii*  1 37* 

TugddriSt  a  great  and  powerful  nation  on  the  river  Yuga« 

1.  17. 
Turievetcb  Livonjkoi,  Dorpat  fo  called  by  the  RulHanSf  i. 

465. 
Turin  Tfiul,  general  of  the  Kozares,  i.  401. 
Ymyt  prince,  fhorn  of  his  hair,  i.  1 26. 
Tury  II,  transfers  the  refidence  to  Suzdal,!.  135. 
Tufy,  or  George,  his  marriage  feaft,  i.  245.     His  anfed- 

ing  behaviour  towards  his  unhappy  father,  i.  266. 
tutlafidfjiorfens  in,  the  family  of  prince  Ivan  permitted 

to  retire  to,  ii«  285. 


Xaikono/pajky  monaftery,  in  Mofco,  ii.  380. 

Zakoffky,  Lazarus,  general,  i.  493. 

Zaporogiau  Kozaks  return  under  the  ruffian  (ceptre,  ii.  237. 

Zarufii,  an  accomplice  of  Marina,  ii.  7. 

Zemlenoigorody  a  quarter  at  Mofco,  ii.  367.  386. 

Zenovia,  the  flavonian  Diana»  i.  99. 

Zietben  and  Seidlitz,  generals,  perform  miracles  of  prowefs^ 

ii.  313. 
Zimi/cesp  John^  aflaflinates  and  fucceeds  Nicephoras»  i. 

181. 
Zimt/erlap  the  flavonian  Flora,  i.  103. 
Znitcb,  a  flavonian  deity,  i.  TOi. 
Zolofaiyahzbn,  the  golden  matron,  &.  ii3. 
Zorniorft  caufe  of  the  misfortune  at,  ii.  3 1 7. 
Zuhoft  Plato  Alcxandrovitch,  governor  of  Taurida,  i.  416. 


THE    END. 


Pr'uittd  by  A.  StraAan,  Pmteri  Street,  Lendon^ 
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